
February 1, 2022

Dear Colleague,

Businesses in our islands are not just supported but often lifelines for residents. In the same 
way, our Family and Community Resource Centers, Cold Weather Shelter, Rides for Islanders, 
early childhood and school programs, and Meals on Wheels are the life rafts and safety nets 
for islanders in need. Given the pandemic and the toll it has taken across our islands, including 
some of our businesses, we are reaching out to you in the hope that you are able and willing to 
join our Business and Workplace Campaign. We recognize that the businesses have also been 
affected during the pandemic and hope that you and your staff are also rebuilding.

Donations from businesses and workplaces are the core of funding for United Way agencies 
and programs across our nation. We seek your partnership and help as we try to reach a 
fundraising goal of $100,000 this year. With help from our campaign chair, Bill Cumming, we
are halfway to our goal and hope that your support can help us move closer to success. Our 
agencies and islanders in need depend on this support, now more than ever.

The unprecedented needs among many of our islanders due to the pandemic require 
unprecedented donations and investments by those who are able to take a lead in helping. To 
that end, we thank you for your partnership, your financial gift, and any contributions possible 
among those in your business or organization, as your employees may also want a chance to 
donate as well. As you know, your donation is tax-deductible.

Here are some examples of how islanders are being helped and how your investment can 
become a critical and sometimes life-changing support:

A SENIOR CITIZEN AND VETERAN who has been an islander for more than 30 years went to 
one of our Community and Family Resource Centers. He was living in his car. Through help at 
the center, he was provided emergency financial assistance, was aided to move into a 
campsite, received emergency financial assistance, and now is being helped to find an 
apartment that he can afford to rent. 
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A FIRST-TIME MOTHER WAS SUFFERING FROM POSTPARTUM DEPRESSION. 
Her husband’s demanding work schedule made things even more challenging for this new 
family. The mom was helped to see a therapist and check-ins were scheduled every two weeks 
with the center’s case manager. This new mother greatly appreciates the concern shown for her 
family and looks forward to coming to the center every other week “just to talk” with the case 
manager. Mom and baby are thriving now and mom reports that her therapy has been “such a 
gift and so very helpful.”
 
A SENIOR COUPLE WITH MULTIPLE CHRONIC ILLNESSES first came to one of our centers 
when they were facing financial struggles, including the imminent shut-off of their power and 
heat.  The center helped them acquire emergency assistance to keep their power on. The center 
helped the wife enroll in health insurance and schedule appointments with doctors and 
specialists. Ferry reservations and tickets were made available, and the couple was provided 
with a planner and calendar to record their appointments. They were also helped to apply for 
assistance with vision and hearing appointments through the Lions Club. Their food needs were 
addressed through the local food bank.  They continue to receive aid from the center.
 
AND A TESTIMONIAL FOR OUR RIDES FOR ISLANDERS 
"It was shaping up to be one of those bad days: We’ve been trying to locate a water leak for 
days, my niece’s car wasn’t working so I loaned her mine to get to work (the other car needed to 
be re-licensed but was in my late husband’s name so not easy to do.) I had a doctor’s 
appointment I needed not to miss. A friend had given me a card for ISLAND RIDES, so I called 
them. They picked me up at home. I arrived in time for my appointment and the driver was 
waiting for me when it was over. The driver asked me if I needed to go to the market or post 
office before going home, as in talking she learned my niece works late hours. How thoughtful! 
The trip was a delight. The driver was pleasant, courteous, AND masked. The car was clean and 
safe. The fare was by donation so within my budget. I highly recommend ISLAND RIDES for 
anyone – not just seniors. You never know when you might need a ride.”
 
These are just a few of the thousands of examples of the many islanders who are aided year 
after year. We hope you will consider a campaign on behalf of our United Way agencies serving 
those in need. We are happy to meet with you to explore a workplace campaign if that is 
feasible and we are most grateful for any donation you are able to give today. In addition, some 
businesses that are able might start a fund with customers being asked if they want to round up 
to the nearest dollar, in support of our fellow islanders in need through United Way. To explore a 
workplace campaign, you can call or email 360-378-4121 or unitedwaysjc@rockisland.com
 
Appreciatively,
 
Workplace Campaign Committee of the United Way of San Juan County
William Morrissey, Martha Huleatte, Curt VanHyning, Katharine Briar-Lawson


