
UNITE! CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE 2020 
We want our questionnaire to help UNITE members understand why you are running for office, 
how you fit in to our movement, and where you stand on issues that concern us.  Please feel 

free to add or elaborate. Email back to info@uniteforpa.com 
 

BACKGROUND 
 
Name: Summer Lee  

 
Office and district you are running for: State Representative  

 
Party Affiliation: democrat  
 
 

 
POWER AND POLITICS 

 
 

Tell us about yourself and why you are running for this office. We are interested in learning 
about your policy priorities and also about how you understand the role of elections and elected 
officials in movement-building.  (250-500 words)  
 
I ran for office for the 1st time in 2018, because I recognized that the issues of cyclical racism 
and inequality have been created, sustained, and exacerbated, in large part, through 
government policy intentionally, and can only be dismantled intentionally.  In my community we 
have been at the epicenter of so many economic and policy failures- inequitable school funding, 
environmental racism, war on drugs and mass incarceration, poverty based gun violence, 
transportation issues, healthcare, and infrastructure failures- each interconnected, but never 
addressed as symptoms of a greater problem. I saw the state house seat as an opportunity to 
begin to do several things. First, to bring a sorely needed perspective and experience to the 
“halls of power” and decision making - that of a poor/working class person, a woman, and a 
black person- each of which inform my politics and policies.  Second, as a vehicle to organize 
our communities and build political power for folks who have been historically disenfranchised, 
not just legally through voter restrictions, but otherwise effectively through a non representative 
government, lack of genuine engagement, and lack of infrastructure to send our own 
representatives to government instead of government sending it’s chosen representatives to us. 
And finally as a well to reduce harm.  The fewer people voting to harm us, the better, until we 
can truly restore power to the people.  
 
Tell us about the communities you plan to engage during your campaign and how you will work 
with them during and after your campaign. (250-500 words)  



Through my first campaign we were able to engage and expand the electorate to folks who had 
never been engaged by a political campaign (outside of Obama) while increasing voter turnout 
by 54%. We brought and intend to bring back young folks (from 13- college age) into political 
organizing and supported a space for them to explore their activism through the themes of our 
campaign and platform.  We united folks throughout the district across race, socio-economic 
status, religion, gender, etc. around justice movement work.  Since our campaign we have 
served thousands through our state office, including returning citizens, the unhoused, and 
seniors. We’ve visited 3 of our state corrections facilities so far to engage and include the voices 
of incarcerated folks around criminal injustice reform and abolition. We’ve also made a point to 
center impacted communities around all legislation introduced or worked on including poor folks, 
LGBTQ community, disability justice and specifically deaf-blind community, and sex workers.  
 
 
Tell us about why you are seeking the endorsement of UNITE and how you envision an ongoing 
working relationship with us - both on the campaign trail and once in office. (250-500 words)  
 
I love UNITE so much I helped create it.  
 

 
ISSUE QUESTIONNAIRE  

 
 

Healthcare 
 

1. Do you support a single-payer healthcare system? 
Yes_____X____ No_________ 
Comments:____________________________________________________________ 

2. Do you support guaranteed access to abortion services as part of any present or future 
healthcare system? 
Yes____X_____ No_________ 
Comments:____________________________________________________________ 

3. Do you support LGBTQ specific healthcare as part of any present or future healthcare 
system? 
Yes______X___ No_________ 
Comments:____________________________________________________________ 

4. Do you support legally mandated paid family leave/paid sick days? 
Yes____X_____ No_________ 
Comments:____________________________________________________________ 

5. Do you support initiatives to limit the costs of prescription drug prices, such as Ohio’s 
Drug Price Standards Initiative? 
Yes_____X____ No_________ 
Comments:____________________________________________________________ 

 



 
Housing and Public Services 
 

6. What policies, if any, would you support to protect existing residents against rising 
housing costs? 
Comments:____social housing, rent control affirm and expand renters bill of rights that 
decentralizes landlords in policy making 
________________________________________________________ 

7. Do you support measures to improve accessible, affordable, integrated housing options 
so that people with disabilities can live in the communities where they work or are 
seeking work? 
Yes___X______ No_________ 
Comments:____________________________________________________________ 

8. Do you support legislation that would allocate additional funds to maintain and repair of 
our public infrastructure, including lead line replacement? 
Yes____X_____ No_________ 
Comments:____________________________________________________________ 

9. Do you support public banking initiatives? 
Yes_____X____ No_________ 
Comments:____________________________________________________________ 

10. What improvements, if any, would you suggest for public transportation? 
Comments:____________________________________________________________ 

11. Would you support legislation banning the privatization of our water and sewage 
systems? 
Yes___X______ No_________ 
Comments:____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Work 

 
12. Do you support policies and legislation that make it easier for workers to organize 

unions?  
Yes_____X____ No_________ 
Comments:____________________________________________________________ 

13. Do you support legislation enshrining the right to strike, including sympathy strikes? 
Yes_____X____ No_________ 
Comments:____________________________________________________________ 

14. Do you support raising the minimum wage to $15/hr or higher? 
Yes_____X____ No_________ 



Comments:____________________________________________________________ 
15. Do you support legislation to increase employment opportunities for adults living with 

disabilities? 
Yes__X_______ No_________ 
Comments:____________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Education 
 

16. Do you support providing universal pre-K and/or childcare programs through our public 
school systems? 
Yes_____X____ No_________ 
Comments:____________________________________________________________ 

17. What is your position on charter schools?  
Comments:__I believe in properly and fairly funded high quality public schools.  I would 
be willing to revisit the charter school question if and when they are funded fairly and not 
from our already inequitably funded public school, with improved oversighted and charter 
granting process, and held to the same standards as public schools using public dollars. 
They currently are not. 
________________________________________________________ 

18. What is your stance on free tuition for university students? 
Comments:____Absolutely. I believe in universal, free public education from pre-k - 
university, as a common sense investment in our students and our future as a 
nation/commonwealth.  I also believe in debt relief for those who have already 
matriculated, but hold obscene amounts of student loan debt that cannot be dispelled 
through bankruptcy or even scarcely paid down like other forms of debts.  Our cost of 
education coupled with our debt crisis widens the chasm of inequality, and is felt most 
acutely by already marginalized folks and communities, who shoulder the burden of this 
crisis.________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Environment 
 

19. Do you support the build-out of new petrochemical infrastructure in Pennsylvania? 
Yes_________ No__X_______ 
Comments:____________________________________________________________ 

20. Do you support legislation to counteract rising emission rates and resultant climate 
change? 
Yes_____X____ No_________ 
Comments:____________________________________________________________ 

21. Is it possible to both protect the environment while also creating and maintaining good 
union jobs in Allegheny County? If so, how? 
Yes_____X____ No_________ 



Comments:____I think it time, and indeed, imperative that we reject this narrative that it 
is either jobs or the environment. We have to create a sustainable economy with well 
paying, union jobs. While jobs in fossil fuels and other unsustainable industries are 
indeed well paying, they come with a huge unaccounted cost to not just the environment 
but to workers and the community in the form of raising health costs caused by illness 
and pollution.  Shifting from fossil fuels to renewable will reduce pollution and create 
local jobs.  __________________________________________________ 

Criminal Justice and Police Reform 
 

22. Do you support any police accountability or oversight measures, such as citizen review 
boards? 
Yes____X_____ No_________ 
Comments:___I believe that like other professions policing should be professionalized 
with consistent accountability built in.  In addition to citizen review boards there needs to 
be created a state-wide entity that deals explicitly with police certifications and 
de-certification or licensure in cases of misconduct, that takes investigations out of the 
hands of the very entity being investigated. There should also be a database created 
that allows other departments and the general public to access misconduct that could 
prevent someone unqualified to jump from department to department without proper 
vetting _________________________________________________________ 

23. Do you support the full legalization of cannabis?  
Yes___X______ No_________ 
Comments:____________________________________________________________ 

24. Do you support the decriminalization of other drugs such as cocaine, heroin, and/or 
methamphetamines? 
Yes___X______ No_________ 
Comments:____________________________________________________________ 

25. Do you support the abolition of ICE? 
Yes__X_______ No_________ 
Comments:____________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Strengthening Our Democracy and Public Finance 
 

26. Do you support the expansion of mail balloting, early voting, and other access-increasing 
measures? 
Yes___X______ No_________ 
Comments:____________________________________________________________ 

27. Do you support automatic voter registration? 
Yes_____X____ No_________ 
Comments:____________________________________________________________ 

28. Do you support voter ID laws? 
Yes_________ No___X______ 



Comments:____________________________________________________________ 
29. Do you support campaign finance reform legislation that would limit the amount and 

frequency by which rich individuals and corporations can influence individual 
campaigns? 
Yes___X______ No_________ 
Comments:____________________________________________________________ 

30. Do you support the continued existence of “tax loopholes” that allow corporate entities to 
pay a lesser tax burden than they would otherwise be mandated by state or federal law? 
Yes_________ No__X_______ 
Comments:____________________________________________________________ 

31. What is your stance on UPMC’s standing as a non profit? Should their non profit status 
be challenged?  
Yes____X_____ No_________ 
Comments:____________________________________________________________ 


