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Press Release
For Immediate Release
July 21, 2016
Disturbing Image of Unborn Baby Killed by Shrapnel Emerges from
Almost Entirely Besieged Aleppo
Edinburg, TX- A disturbing image came out of the almost entirely besieged
area of Aleppo on Tuesday, the photo shows a paramedic holding an unborn
baby that was killed as shrapnel entered his small body through his mother’s
stomach. Both his mother and father along several other civilians were killed in
the attack.
The photo (too graphic to show) shows the gravity of the situation, as the once
bustling area in Aleppo, with more than 2,000,000 citizens, is almost completely
shut off to the entire world with the remaining 300,000 civilians caught in the
relentless crossﬁre of barrel and cluster bomb missiles, and almost a complete
standstill of medical and humanitarian aid; the death toll is rising every day.
Targeting of medical facilities is on the rise, many targeted and hit numerous
times to inﬂict the highest amount of damage possible. Yesterday an autopsy
lab was bombed and damaged injuring one doctor. On Tuesday July 19, the
M10 Hospital, which handled 25% of patients in Aleppo was bombed and shut
down due to the extent of damage, an ambulance was also completely
destroyed. On Thursday July 14, another major hospital, the M2 was also
bombed and put out of service.
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Dr. Aziz, an UOSSM General Surgeon in Aleppo said, "Doctors in Aleppo are
overwhelmed and depressed. They are trapped in the hospitals and work 18
hour days, with the closing of M2 the medical system is near its breaking point."
The Syrian Network for Human Rights (SNHR) says there have been repeated
attacks on over 80 medical facilities and 81 medical staff were killed in the ﬁrst
half of 2016.
“The constant targeting of medical facilities and civilian areas is an irrefutable
crime against humanitarian law, as stated in UNSC 2139 that indicates
protection of civil objects, like hospitals,” said Dr. Khaula Sawah, CEO of
UOSSM USA. Dr. Sawah added, “The grasp is getting tighter on Aleppo, we
are already experiencing terrible difﬁculty and hardship trying to provide
medical care and supplies to the almost besieged city of Aleppo, we are calling
on all international authorities to put an end to this bloodshed and to allow
humanitarians to do their job and provide medical supplies, care and relief."

Dr. Khaula Sawah is available for interviews, for media inquiries, please
contact Najah Allouch: us.media.relations@uossm.us
"Almost 3 out of 4 public hospitals in Aleppo are either shut down or operating
at a reduced capacity. Even if they were operating, the dangerous environment
is making it difﬁcult to bring in medicines and supplies" - UN OCHA Syria
http://www.unocha.org/top-stories/all-stories/syria-mobile-hospital-providescritical-health-services-people-aleppo
Since 2012, UOSSM has been providing emergency medical relief and
healthcare services to the Syrian people affected by the crisis, working primarily

inside Syria and with Syrian refugees in Turkey.

FULLY operates Bab Al-Hawa Hospital; Major Referral hospital in
Northern Syria / serves +14,000 patients and conducts +1,300 surgeries
per month
Partially supported 120 hospitals and 200 medical points with $13 M in
Subscribe
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+ 825,000 patients treated at our 9 primary health care centers and 9

Share

mobile clinics with over 1,000,000 consultations
+ 2,872 newborns delivered at the Burnas Maternity Hospital and other
UOSSM specialized maternity centers
+ 128,000 people beneﬁtted from our mental health care and psychosocial support centers
+ 9,000 medical staff have been trained and qualiﬁed at
UOSSM’s training centers

UOSSM USA IS A FEDERALLY TAX-EXEMPT NON-PROFIT 501(C)3 CHARITABLE HUMANITARIAN ORGANIZATION. TAX
EXEMPT. TAX ID 47-3403988
ALL DONATIONS TO UOSSM USA ARE FULLY DEDUCTIBLE FROM YOUR TAXES TO THE GREATEST EXTENT
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