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Press Release

For Immediate Release:

September 6, 2016

BREAKING: Choking Chemical Weapons Attack in Aleppo Injures 128
Including 37 Children

On September 6, 2016 6:30 a.m. Damascus time, two barrels of a choking
agent were dropped by helicopter on the civilian neighborhood of Al Sukari in
the center of Aleppo. There was a total of 128 affected by the chemical weapon
and were treated in area hospitals, some patients chose not to seek medical
attention. No fatalities have been reported.

According to a chlorine toxicity report by the Free Aleppo Doctor's Association,
several patients were experiencing the following symptoms which is consistent
with the symptoms of chlorine inhalation and exposure which is considered a
choking agent, one of the types of chemical weapons defined by the Chemical
Weapons Convention (CWC): "difficulty breathing, a dry cough, sneezing and
vomiting. Their clothing smelled like chlorine. Patients were also experiencing
major tearing in their eyes, and many patients were suffocating and had major
difficulty breathing."

The report also stated, "A total of 71 patients were admitted into Al Quds
Hospital, 37 were children, and 10 were women. 12 victims received first aid
and were released, 22 victims were released between 2-4 hours after arrival to
the hospital. 10 patients were admitted into intensive care, and one patient was
put on a ventilator. One patient is 39 weeks pregnant, doctors are monitoring
the heart rate of the fetus, which slowed down due to the attack, an emergency
Cesarean Section may be performed if required. 24 patients were admitted into
the pediatrics and internal medicine departments.”

A total of 21 patients were treated at Al Zarzour Hospital and 36 cases were
reported at Omar Bin Abdul Aziz Hospital. This is the 173rd reported chlorine
gas attack since the beginning of the conflict in Syria, and the 5th attack in
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2016, and is another violation of the UNSC resolutions 1540 (2004), and 2118
(September 27, 2013). There is a report of another probable choking agent
attack in the Jobar area in Damascus that has claimed the life of one medical
staff.

The following links are videos taken by White Helmets responders
treating patients:

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B1oIZsVkfBsxV2gtNUUtNVVDZHM

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B1oIZsVkfBsxWGlqaWNNY3lFT28

 

Children being treated at Al Quds Hospital after a shocking agent attack today in Aleppo.

These attacks follow the latest string of attacks in Northern Syria, UOSSM
confirmed that there were at least 28 attack on health facilities since the month
of July.

"This is completely unacceptable and violates UNSC Resolutions 1540 and
2118. Choking agents are classified as chemical weapons, the international
community must come together and stop these atrocities against innocent
civilians," said Dr. Khaula Sawah CEO of UOSSM USA.

-UOSSM’s Local Coordinator for Chemical Biological Radiological Nuclear
Task Force (CBRN-TF) expert Dr. Houssam Alnahhas  is available for
interviews.

-Dr. Khaula Sawah is available for interviews:
For media inquiries please contact Communications and Media Manager:
Najah Allouch: press@uossm.us

Since 2012, UOSSM has been providing emergency medical relief and
healthcare services to the Syrian people affected by the crisis, working primarily
inside Syria and with Syrian refugees in Turkey.
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 FULLY operates Bab Al-Hawa Hospital; Major Referral hospital in
Northern Syria / serves +14,000 patients and conducts +1,300 surgeries
per month
 Partially supported 120 hospitals and 200 medical points with $13 M in
medications and consumables sufficient to operate 130,000 surgeries
+ 825,000 patients treated at our 9 primary health care centers and 9
mobile clinics with over 1,000,000 consultations
+ 2,872 newborns delivered at the Burnas Maternity Hospital and other
UOSSM specialized maternity centers
+ 128,000 people benefitted from our mental health care and psycho-
social support centers
 + 9,000 medical staff have been trained and qualified at
UOSSM’s training centers
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