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49 yrs ago 131 “white” male UU ministers answered Dr. King's call to Selma -- one out of 
every five UU ministers.  At least twice that many UU lay people, both women and men, also 
answered the call – a call to leadership through partnership. They left the comfort of their 
congregations and their accustomed leadership roles and led through following. The world was 
changed, and they were, too. 
 

We Unitarian Universalists have a long (though not untarnished) tradition of commitment 
to the ideals of freedom, equity and justice for all.  From the great abolitionist preacher 
Theodore Parker, whose Sunday sermons drew thousands of listeners; to Olympia Brown, the 
first woman ordained to the Universalist ministry and an advocate for women's suffrage; to Clara 
Barton, the nurse who organized the Red Cross; to Dorothea Dix, who worked for prison reform 
and advocated for people with mental illness; to the Rev. James Reeb and layperson Viola 
Liuszzo, who were murdered -- martyred --in connection with that historic Selma to Montgomery 
civil rights march in 1965; to thousands of Unitarian Universalist lay people and clergy who daily 
carry on the struggle for justice in large and small ways: through service, education, witness and 
advocacy; and including you, who gather here today to share your questions, your stories, your 
commitments and your hopes with one another, to be nourished and sustained in your work for 
justice, to be reminded, perhaps, that you are “not struggling for justice on [your] own, but as 
part of a greater community.”i 

 
Side by side with our religious companions, we grow fit for the struggle through 

engagement, reflection, and mutual support. That companionship is vital.  But it is in “reaching 
out to the wider world that “teaches us, humbles and heals us, even as we work to heal it”ii that 
the real hope for a more just and compassionate world resides.   

 
It would be easy enough for you or for me to take to our soapboxes or pulpits week after 

week, speaking to a different social or environmental justice or political issue each week, 
exhorting one another to open our hearts and our doors ever wider, to make our outreach ever 
broader, and to work to change systems of inequity and oppression.  We could do that for 
months, maybe even years, without ever circling round to the same issue again. 
 

Let us instead take this opportunity to remember that there are no stand-alone justice 
issues, nor are there any stand-alone solutions.  Each need that calls us to this work is a 
symptom or outcome of a systemic illness that privileges a few over the multitudes and over the 
earth herself.  

 
Our commitment to affirming and promoting the inherent worth and dignity of every 

person and the interdependent web of which we are a part calls us not simply to treat the 
symptoms, but to recognize and treat the underlying illness, including bearing the transformative 
discomfort of discovering and healing that illness wherever it resides within and among us.  
 

UU Community Minister Danielle Di Bona writes: 



 
Change requires going to and staying in the margins. People of color, oppressed people, 
do indeed live on the margins.  Those of us who refuse to commit violence upon 
ourselves in the guise of adaptation are at the margin.  When we demand that our story 
be heard and validated, we are moving to the margins.  When we insist upon being 
seen, we cling to the margin.  And for our brothers and sisters who are committed to 
anti-racism, you must make the journey toward the margin, always fighting the 
centrifugal force of the dominant culture that will pull you back to the center… 
 
…The traditions that we Unitarian Universalists hold dear – all of them radical religious 
traditions—call us to stand against those aspects of the culture that destroy body, mind, 
and spirit…and challenge that culture into change.iii 

 
 May our time together today strengthen our courage not only to take one more step, 
and one more, but to know that moving toward justice often means moving away from the 
center and toward the margins, and ensuring that the margins are made visible and valuable in 
the halls of power. 
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