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ANNUAL GENERAL MEMBERSHIP  

MEETING, NOVEMBER 17 
 

UW Faculty Forward will be holding its annual General Membership Meeting 
on Friday, November 17, from 4:00 to 6:00 pm on the UW Seattle campus, 
HUB 145. The first half of the meeting will feature a talk by Dr. Susan    
Hegeman followed by discussion with audience members. Dr. Hegeman is 
Professor of English at the University of Florida and Communications Chair 
and former President for United Faculty of Florida, UF Chapter, so her     
comments and perspective are sure to be helpful for the work we’re doing at 
UW.  

During the second half of the meeting, we will meet and hear from this year’s 
candidates for election to the UWFF Steering Committee, as well as discuss 
some of our strategic goals and important issue campaigns for this year’s 
work. Both Dr. Hegeman’s talk during the first hour and our discussions    
during the second hour will be important for our organizing efforts, so please 
mark your calendars and plan on attending!  

WELCOME BACK! 
Welcome back for the 2017–18 academic year! Even during the summer lull, UWFF has been working on important initiatives for 
the coming year. We have important work to pursue this year, and we are excited to get started!  

UWFF ATTENDS NATIONAL FACULTY FORWARD CONGRESS 
 

On August 10–11, 2017, UWFF Steering Committee members Carrie Matthews and Jim Liner attended a national congress in 
Washington, DC for faculty organizers at colleges and universities participating in SEIU’s national Faculty Forward campaign. 
The theme of the congress, New Thinking for New Times, encouraged participants to consider how both our local organizing 
efforts and the academic labor movement more generally might take positive action in our present historical moment. Workshops 
facilitated by both faculty organizers and SEIU staff members helped participants strategize ways to center antiracist work and   

respond meaningfully and proactively to       
contemporary white supremacy, efforts to link 
our academic labor organizing with other 
struggles for equity and justice in the labor 
movement, innovative forms of public 
demonstrations highlighting the causes and 
consequences of student debt, and means 
for linking local organizing and issue       
campaigns with broader regional networks, 
among other things. The face-to-face       
congress will be followed by a yearlong     
series of conference calls, and UWFF will 
continue to keep members updated on     
important developments resulting from the 
congress.  

(Photo of faculty at Faculty Forward Congress) 
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GET INVOLVED WITH YOUR UNION 
If you are interested in getting more involved with UWFF—by participating in public events, 
by planning issue campaigns, by serving as a department or division steward, or anything 
else—please don’t hesitate to get in touch with your department or division steward, a   
faculty leader on your campus, an SEIU campus organizer, or a member of the Steering 
Committee. We need all the help we can get to accomplish our goals. The union is us!  

Want to contact a UWFF Steering Committee member? 

Eric Bugyis, UW Tacoma ebugyis@gmail.com 

Eva Cherniavsky, UW Seattle cherniavsky.eva@gmail.com  

Joanne Clarke Dillman, UW Tacoma jclarked@gmail.com 

Charlie R. Collins, UW Bothell collins.r.charlie@gmail.com  

Amy Hagopian, UW Seattle hagopian.amy@gmail.com  
Moon-Ho Jung, UW Seattle mhjunguw@gmail.com  

James Liner, UW Tacoma jameslineruwt@gmail.com  

Carrie Matthews, UW Seattle crmatthews2015@gmail.com  

Sudhir Mahadevan, UW Seattle sudhirmuw@gmail.com  

Libi (Elizabeth) Sundermann, UW Tacoma libisun@gmail.com  

UWFF STEERING COMMITTEE  
MEMBER PENS ESSAY ON  
LOVE AND ORGANIZING 

 

Following the horrific events perpetrated by white supremacists in Charlottesville, 
NC on August 11–12, UWFF Steering Committee member Jim Liner wrote a 
guest post for Faculty Forward’s national blog. Titled “Organizing Love as a   
Political  Practice: Strategies for  Labor and Antifascism,” Liner’s essay draws on 
his research in literary and cultural theory to propose a definition of love as an 
active political and social process that would move us beyond “bumper-sticker 
activism,” and advocates for making this understanding of love central to our  
organizing work as a union: “Love-as-feeling operates on the level of the        
individual subject, but love- as-practice requires that we organize, coordinate, 
and collaborate.” This practice of love, Jim argues, can help us take stock of all 
the “antifascist weapons” we collectively bring to the struggle. To read the entire 
essay, visit: 

http://facultyforwardnetwork.org/organizing-love-as-a-political-practice-strategies-
for-labor-and-antifascism/.   

(Photo of essay author, Jim Liner at a rally ) 

Faculty unions are one of the fastest growing sectors of the labor movement today, but we are also facing some serious 
challenges, including (especially with Gorsuch’s ascension to the Supreme Court) an anti-union legal climate.  My union, 
United Faculty of Florida, won its first contract in 1976, in the wake of the Civil Rights Movement and protests over the    

Vietnam War. We represent members of our bargaining unit, whether they pay dues or not. Despite being in a “right-to-work” 
state, and despite a conservative governor and state legislature, we are currently adding chapters and  members at universities 
and community colleges all over the state. I’m looking forward to learning from colleagues in Washington, and sharing my      
experiences and observations about organizing in this challenging environment.  

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS!  

Want to nominate yourself or someone you know to the steering committee? Please contact us! 

Susan Hegeman, Department of English, University of Florida 
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