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 ”Australia is taking strong climate 
action as part of a coordinated global 

effort. ”



Climate 
Performance 
Index 2020

https://www.climate-change-perfor
mance-index.org/
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Australia 176/177 for 
climate action 

(just behind Brunei) 

(2020 UN Sustainable Development 
Goals Report)

https://www.un.org/development/desa/publicati
ons/publication/sustainable-development-goals

-report-2020
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https://www.smh.com.au/environment/climate-change/while-the-world-races-to-net-zero-carbon-australia-is-a-non
-starter-20201022-p567os.html
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 ”We have overachieved on our 
Kyoto-era targets, and are on track to 
overachieve on our 2030 target.”



Kyoto target

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-04-16/fact-check-analysis-emissions-morrison-taylor/11020106?nw=0
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• Existence of these credits largely resulted from Australia 
negotiating two very weak Kyoto targets (2nd weakest in the world 
for Kyoto 1 and the weakest for Kyoto 2)

• Use of ‘carryover’ credits from the Kyoto Protocol to meet its Paris 
target heavily criticised internationally



Paris target

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-04-01/is-australia-on-track-to-meet-its-paris-emissions-targets/10920500?nw=0
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 ”Our Paris Target, reducing emissions by 26 
to 28 per cent on 2005 levels by 2030, is a 
responsible one that makes a significant 

contribution to global climate action.” 



https://climateactiontracker.org/countries/australia/

If other countries adopted Australia’s target, we could reach 3oC warming

https://climateactiontracker.org/countries/australia/


 ”At the centre of our policies is the $3.5 
billion Climate Solutions Package, including 
a new $2 billion Climate Solutions Fund. This 

builds on our previous $2.55 billion 
Emissions Reduction Fund and will help 

businesses, communities and landholders to 
reduce emissions. ”
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• July 2019 budget announced $2bn will be spread over 15 years, 
not 10, as originally promised

• Cuts amount spent per year from $200m to $133m over life of fund 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/apr/02/coalition-climate-solutions-fund-must-last-further-five-years
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 ”Australia is also on track for around one 
third of our electricity needs to be met by 

renewables in the early 2020s. Right now, an 
unprecedented wave of clean energy 

investment is underway in Australia and new 
records have been set.” 



Some good news



https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-04-26/renewable-energy-investment-maybe-heading-from-boom-to-bust/11041964

Renewables investment
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Renewable Energy Target (RET)
• Federal Government policy designed to ensure that at least 33,000 
GWh of Australia's electricity comes from large-scale renewable 
sources by 2020 

• Reviewed by the Government and reduced in June 2015 from the 
previously legislated 41,000 GWh

No new target



https://www.liberal.org.au/latest-news/2019/02/22/devastating-cost-labors-reckless-targets

Media release re Labor’s 45% Emissions Reduction Target and 50% 
Renewable Energy Target

https://www.liberal.org.au/latest-news/2019/02/22/devastating-cost-labors-reckless-targets


“We also have the world’s highest 
uptake of rooftop solar – one in five 
homes have solar on their roofs.”



https://theconversation.com/factcheck-qanda-is-australia-t
he-world-leader-in-household-solar-power-56670

https://theconversation.com/factcheck-qanda-is-australia-the-world-leader-in-household-solar-power-56670
https://theconversation.com/factcheck-qanda-is-australia-the-world-leader-in-household-solar-power-56670


“To support the transition to renewable 
energy, the Government is investing in the 

energy storage and infrastructure of the 
future. This includes a $1.38 billion equity 

investment in the Snowy 2.0 project, which 
will be the largest energy storage project in 

the Southern Hemisphere.”



https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2019/oct/15/snowy-hydro-is-a-bad-deal-for-taxpayers-and-wont-deliver
-the-amount-of-electricity-claimed

Main criticisms:

• Project announced without market 
assessment, cost-benefit analysis or 
feasibility study

• No comparison to alternatives

• Cost & time blowout: original cost stated 
to be $2 billion, and to be commissioned 
by 2021; now likely closer to $10 billion, 
won’t be finished before 2027

• Claims that capacity will be 350 gigawatt 
hours (GWh), but modelling indicates that 
it can likely only generate 170 GWhhttps://www.smh.com.au/politics/federal/financial-case-for-sno

wy-hydro-2-0-just-doesn-t-hold-water-20201021-p5677c.html
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“Our resources are supporting the transition 
to lower emissions around the world. We are 

among the world’s largest exporters of 
Liquefied Natural Gas and hold among the 
largest reserves of lithium and cobalt for 

batteries. Natural gas is making it possible 
for nations to transition to a reliable and low 

emissions electricity supply.” 



“….in May 2020, the Government released 
the Technology Investment Roadmap for 
consultation, which sets out our strategic 

view to guide future investment in low 
emissions technologies. “





Gas
Is it a good ‘transition fuel’?

Plus
• When burnt, gas creates 40-50% less 

CO2 than coal for the same amount of 
energy

Minus
• Before burning natural gas mostly made of methane
• Methane 28x more effective as a GHG than CO2 over 

100 years
• Over 20 years, 80x more effective
• Fugitive emissions from mining 0.5-2.3% (at 3%, no 

‘cleaner’ than coal)
• Methane concentrations rising globally (equally from 

agriculture & fossil fuels), reached 1875 ppb at end 
2019, 2.5x pre-industrial levels 🡪 3-4oC warming by 
2100

https://www.smh.com.au/environment/climate-change/gas
-is-not-transition-energy-we-were-promised-new-research-
suggests-20200824-p55ovg.html
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Kogan Creek Power Station (QLD)

• Most efficient coal-fired generator in the National 
Electricity market (NEM), emits 831 kg CO₂-e/MWh

• Mean emissions intensity of the open-cycle gas turbines 
(OCGT) in the NEM is 820 kg CO₂-e/MWh (1.3% 
improvement 



Dirtiest coal-fired power station 
Yallourn power station, VIC emits 
1316 kg CO₂-e/MWh 

Dirtiest OCGT in Australia, Dry 
Creek power station, SA, emits 
1342 kg CO₂-e/MWh





“The Australian Government has 
already committed over $500 million 

towards a hydrogen future.” 



“Clean hydrogen from off-grid gas with CCS, 
and coal gasification with CCS might be the 
lowest cost clean production methods in the 
short-term, although renewable production 
methods will come down in cost as clean 

hydrogen demand grows.”



“Looking ahead, we are 
developing a National Electric 
Vehicle Strategy to ensure a 

planned and managed transition 
to new vehicle technology. ”





Strong overall action

Over-achievement of Kyoto targets

On track for 2030 target

Paris target ‘responsible” 

Funding for climate action

Renewables support

Household solar PV

Storage

Gas



https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/sep/29/australia-joins-us-china-and-russia-in-refusing-to-sign-lea
ders-pledge-on-biodiversity

• 71 world leaders have signed pledge thus far
• Includes commitment to net zero by 2050
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What Australia 
does really matters



>90% global coal reserves must be left unburnt 



Australia:
• World’s largest exporter of coal (29% global 

trade)
• 2nd largest exporter of thermal coal
• 3rd largest exporter of fossil fuels



Some bright spots



• https://www.climatecouncil.org.au/resources/busting-six-emissions-
myths/

• https://www.climatecouncil.org.au/resources/your-guide-to-reliable-e
lectricity/

• https://www.climatecouncil.org.au/resources/gas-plan-stinks/

• https://www.climatecouncil.org.au/resources/aemo-report/

• https://www.climatecouncil.org.au/climate-media-centre-guide-gas/

• https://www.climatecouncil.org.au/resources/gas-driving-climate-cha
nge-new-report/
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https://www.climatecouncil.org.au/actions/download-your-climate-action-toolkit/
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https://www.climatecouncil.org.au/resources/rele
vant-immediate-local-guide-to-communicating-cli
mate-change-in-australia/
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