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Help Build Victoria’s Gas Substitution Roadmap

The transition from fossil fuels to renewable energy will impact the lives of everyone living
in this State.

Veterinarians are home owners and business owners. Veterinarians for Climate Action talks to
many people about the health and welfare of their animals, to animal care organisations and
to industry. All these people are concerned about the future, the need for climate change
mitigation and adaptation and, most importantly, the need for our homes and businesses to be
powered in the future from renewable sources of energy.

We thank the Victorian Government for engaging the community in consultation and would
like to make the following comments on Victoria’s Gas Substitution Roadmap.

1. The emissions targets must be realistic.

The Victorian Government has set targets to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 28 to 33 per
cent by 2025 and 45 to 50 per cent by 2030, with a commitment to achieve net zero emissions
by 2050.

Both net zero target and interim targets are essential but they must refer realistically to the
climate predictions.
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Climate scientists are increasingly concerned that global heating will trigger tipping points in
Earth’s natural systems, which will lead to widespread and possibly irrevocable disaster
unless action is taken urgently [1].

The CSIRO State of the Climate 2020 report [2] states that Australia’s climate has warmed on
average by 1.44°C since national records began in 1910. The Paris Agreement [3] is
attempting to limit the world temperature increase to 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels.
Australia is already about there! And is already experiencing the severe weather events
associated with climate change.

The Climate Council in its report ‘Aim High, Go Fast: Why Emissions Need to Plummet
this Decade’ [4] states that ‘Australian governments, businesses, industries and communities
can and must cut emissions deeply. Given the scale of the global emissions reduction task,
and taking into account Australia’s very high level of emissions and our huge renewable
energy resources, Australia should aim to reduce emissions by 75% below 2005 levels by
2030 and reach net zero emissions by 2035.’

The Victorian Government must acknowledge that climate has become a crisis and refer to
these science-backed targets, incorporating them into all future planning, including the
departure from natural gas.

2. No new fossil fuel developments.

The international scientific community agrees that increases in greenhouse gases due to
human activity are the dominant cause of observed global warming [5]. The world is
attempting to reach zero greenhouse gas emissions as fast as possible.

Fatih Birol, executive director of the International Energy Association and one of the world’s
foremost energy economists, has said: “If governments are serious about the climate crisis,
there can be no new investments in oil, gas and coal, from now – from this year” [6].

Victoria must not invest public monies in any new natural gas development including gas
fracking, pipelines and power generation from gas from now.

3 Education and awareness

The transition from fossil fuels to renewable energy will be demanding for all of us.
Education and awareness must be delivered to all sectors of the community:

● The gas industry promotes its product as being clean, however this is not factually
correct given its significant impact on climate change. The state government needs to
proactively educate the Victorian public about the necessity of the move away from
gas and towards truly green renewable energy.

● Children and young people are naturally anxious about the global heating that will
occur in their lifetime. Progressive schools are delivering educational sessions on all
aspects of climate change and mitigation, and this must be encouraged in all schools.
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Vets know that talking to children is a very good way to get messages through to their
parents!

● Householders who currently rely entirely on gas for heating, hot water and cooking
will need and appreciate sound information and advice on all aspects of the transition
to electricity. This can be delivered in various ways, including electricity suppliers,
electorate offices, advertisements in local papers and television.

4 Homes and businesses must become climate smart

All new buildings, homes and businesses, must rely entirely on renewable sources of energy
as from now.

The building materials and construction sector have a vital role to play in the energy program
of the future. Homes and businesses will need to be climate smart with low and clean energy
consumption. A major rethink will be needed for the materials used as well as the heating,
cooling, and lighting systems. The industry will also need to prepare for a changing
environment and build resilience against the negative impacts of climate change.

There will also be considerable work involved to enable householders to transition from gas
to electricity. At some stage this will need to be compulsory, perhaps on a district-by-district
basis, with the provision of grants to help with the cost.

5 Workers within the gas industry must be supported.

There is a moral and economic requirement to support workers in the fossil fuel industries as
they face the real threat of losing their jobs. They must be reassured that renewable energy
doesn’t threaten their future and that a ‘just transition’ will deliver sustainable jobs.

The Victorian Government’s Clean Economy Skills and Jobs Initiative and Taskforce [7] is a
very welcome development. It will support the development of an industry-wide workforce
strategy for Victorian clean energy, and grants to expand and support the state's renewable
energy education and training capacity.

Good communication about jobs and retraining, particularly within those communities that
will be most affected, is very important. Communication must cover the many opportunities
for employment in the field of renewable energy and the training and retraining courses
available.

6 Community Energy Hubs are part of the solution

Community Energy Hubs should be an integral part of Victoria’s Gas Substitution Roadmap.

The Victorian Government supports community-based renewable energy projects, knowing
that ‘the Community Power Hubs program will reduce greenhouse gas emissions and
increase community support for Renewable Energy’ [8]. In the future, the modelling for
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community energy hubs must require the complete elimination of all gas, oil and coal
generated energy from the community.

Community Energy Hubs stimulate the prosperity of a community through development and
job opportunities. Community Energy Scotland knows that ‘community energy projects
often spearhead innovation with new technology use or business models. People who have a
direct interest in their local energy supply can find new ways to maximise the benefits of
renewable energy’ [9].

7 Conclusion

It is a reassuring to know that Victoria, like many other states, has a Climate strategy, is
prepared to set a target, and is developing a roadmap to transition to renewable energy.
However, we urge the government to set a net zero target for 2035 as recommended by
Australian climate scientists.

About Veterinarians for Climate Action

Veterinarians for Climate Action is a national, not-for-profit, registered charity that aims to
advocate for and achieve climate action within and beyond our profession. 

Our members include veterinarians, vet nurses and animal carers who campaign for climate
action out of concern for all the animals that are being hurt or killed by climate change. Our
patron is Professor Peter Doherty, veterinary surgeon, Nobel Laureate and Australian of the
Year in 1997. Twenty-eight former Chief Veterinary Officers also publicly work alongside us.

We mobilise the veterinary profession, the animal care community and animal lovers to
advocate for and take climate action. We deliver non-partisan pressure on governments to
implement climate action.

We are evidence-based and informed by published scientific findings. Limiting the global
temperature increase to 1.5C will reduce the challenging impacts of climate change on
ecosystems, human (and animal) health and welfare, and all aspects of society. For that
reason, Veterinarians for Climate Action support a target of reducing emissions by 75%
below 2005 levels by 2030 and reaching net zero emissions by 2035.
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