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OUR ALLIANCE 
WORKED HARD TO 

PROMOTE WIND ENERGY 
AT A TIME WHEN IT WAs 
MOsT NEEDED.”
–  Andrew Bray, National Coordinator 

Australian Wind Alliance
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Let’s be blunt. 2014–2015 was an 
annus horribilis for wind energy in 
Australia. Led from the top by Prime 
Minister Tony Abbott, the 
government and a range of interest 
groups in the media and elsewhere 

waged a ‘war on wind’ that saw the Renewable 
Energy Target slashed by a third and large scale 
renewable energy investment plummet by 88%.  
A Senate Inquiry attacked the reputation of wind 
energy directly, seeking to prolong a narrative of ill 
health, promulgate conspiracy theories and discredit 
wind energy as a technology.

While there were some highlights, such as the 
completion of new wind farms in Victoria, New South 
Wales and Western Australia, great damage was 
done to investment confidence and thousands of 
good people were forced to leave the industry. Much 
needed economic benefits that should have been 
flowing to regional communities were put on hold.

Never was there a greater need for a firm voice of 
non-partisan community advocacy for wind energy, 
which is what the Australian Wind Alliance provided. 
Unavoidably, much of this was in the political space.

Our alliance worked hard over the year to promote 
wind energy at a time when it was most needed.  
We expanded our on-the-ground work out from 
Victoria into New South Wales. We held public 
forums, organised members to show decision 
makers their support for wind and maintained  
a strong and effective media and social  
media presence.

The fruits of this work are now beginning to show as 
the new Turnbull government has dropped the 
Abbott-era anti-wind agenda and is showing signs of 

putting this difficult period behind us. A world-leading 
wind energy auction process in the Australian Capital 
Territory has seen three new wind projects 
commence and a pro-wind energy government in 
Victoria is delivering a positive policy environment in 
that state. It is no longer acceptable in Australia for 
governments to be anti-renewable energy.

But much remains to be done to reverse the damage 
done by this ‘war on wind’ and also to support the 
many communities across Australia who will soon be 
seeing new wind farms gracing their horizons.

I want to thank all our members and supporters who 
supported us throughout the year — volunteering 
time, contributing to online actions, renewing 
memberships, donating and turning up to public 
events. Thanks also go to our Management 
Committee and our hard working staff. I particularly 
want to note the contribution of Angela McFeeters, 
our South West Victorian organiser, who ended up 
with AWA in October this year. Her work was central 
to our establishment in South West Victoria and she 
will be missed.

Wind is powering ahead across the world, with a 
massive 51 gigawatts of new wind energy — more 
than Australia’s entire generation fleet — installed in 
2014 alone. The settings are now right for Australia 
to resume our place in this historic shift.

Let’s get to it!

1 NOTE FROM THE NATIONAL COORDINATOR

Andrew Bray, National Coordinator
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2 HIGHLIGHTs

Successfully expanded from VicWind to a nationally-focussed Australian 
Wind Alliance, establishing an on-the-ground presence in New South Wales.

Organised 1776 contacts with decision makers  
across 7 different email and phone call actions.

Retained the Renewable Energy Target of 33,000 gigawatt hours,  
in the face of an anti-wind government determined to end the scheme.

Challenged the wind energy show trial of the Senate Wind  
Inquiry with in-person representation at Inquiry hearings  
and 300 member submissions supporting wind power.

Saw substantial reform of Victoria’s wind farm planning laws 
under a new government after a long campaign on this issue.

Generated 237 media hits across TV, 
radio, print and online channels.

Communicated with up to 68,000 
people every week via social media.

Increased total membership  
by over 50% to 596 members.



Australian Wind Alliance Annual Report 2014–2015 5  

2 HIGHLIGHTs 3 MEMBERsHIP sNAPsHOT

Growth
AWA membership is proving to be a popular way for Australians to express their support for wind energy.  
Our individual members continue to be predominantly farmers, wind workers and community supporters. 
Organisational membership is open to small companies and regional businesses that supply to wind 
energy projects. AWA does not represent large wind energy players.

New members

Dr Marjorie Cross
Marjorie runs a General Practice 
surgery in Bungendore, NSW, and 
is an active supporter of wind 
energy in her area. Marjorie is 
also a proud member of Doctors 
for the Environment.

Luke Witt
After experience working at 
Musselroe Wind Farm in Northern 
Tasmania, Luke is now Site 
Manager (Electrical Balance of 
Plant) for construction at Hornsdale 
Wind Farm in South Australia.

John Wood
John is a beef cattle farmer from 
Glen Innes in Northern NSW, 
where he is a landholder under 
the White Rock Wind Farm, 
which will shortly commence 
construction.

Mark Wiggins
Mark brings 20 years experience 
in coal and hydro electricity to his 
current position as Operations 
Manager at the Boco Rock Wind 
Farm, standing on the Monaro 
plains, 150 km south of Canberra.

Professor Tim Flannery
Tim is an internationally acclaimed scientist, explorer and conservationist, and also 2007 
Australian of the Year. Actually, Tim’s not a new member, but he’s renewed his membership 
this year, telling us “It’s been a pleasure working with your alliance via the Climate 
Council. You do such great things.”

Membership 30 Jun 2014 30 Jun 2015 Growth

Individual 379 574 51%

Organisation 14 22 57%
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Volunteers

I really like the principles and objectives of 
AWA so when I saw a request to help out with 

the membership database, thought it would be one 
way I could do something to help further the cause of 
wind energy in Australia, if indirectly.

It has been enlightening discovering the diversity of 
membership. I hope over the coming years the 
membership grows and the members become a 
serious force for change to renewables, particularly 
wind energy.”
– Blair Donaldson, database assistant

I support the Australian Wind Alliance 
financially and through support for their on-line 

presence for two reasons. Firstly, anyone with a 
conscience is duty bound to assist with the shift to 
cleaner forms of energy in whatever way possible. 
Secondly, it is clear that the Wind Energy Sector 
needs a professionally managed national presence. 
The best product in the world still needs the support 
of excellent marketing and promotion in the modern 
commercial environment.”
– Pat Hockey, website assistant

Australian Wind Alliance Annual Report 2014–20156

AWA depends on the involvement of members in  
a range of our operations. Pat and Blair have both 
given generously of their time across the year.
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4 POLITICAL ENGAGEMENT

Renewable Energy Target

The Abbott government threw everything they had 
at tearing down the Renewable Energy Target, 
shutting down wind farm investment on farms 
across the country. But a sustained 18 month 
campaign of support for wind stared down these 
attacks and forced the government to agree to a 
much higher target than they hoped for.

Throughout this period we mobilised our 
supporters to make the case strongly in a variety 
of ways.

Retained a Renewable Energy Target of 
33,000 gigawatt hours in the face of a 
fierce government campaign to scrap it.

Public forums

In South Western Victoria, we held public meetings in 
Portland and Crowlands near Ararat and a rally in 
Hamilton, all keeping the pressure on local 
government MP, Dan Tehan, whose electorate has 
several wind farms and a wind tower manufacturing 
plant employing 100 people. Mr Tehan became 
crucial in finalising the RET deal, breaking ranks with 
his party at the eleventh hour to nudge them up to 
the final target level of 33,000 gigawatt hours.

ABOVE: Member for Wannon, Dan Tehan speaking at Crowlands Forum, 
and listening to local views.

ABOVE: Wind and solar supporters join the National Rally for Renewables 
in Hamilton

ABOVE: John Hewson talks to Renewable Energy and Jobs Forum 
in Portland.
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It’s a massive cut and really it’s the sort of thing  
that would decimate the renewable energy industry.”

– Andrew Bray, National Coordinator, ABC PM 22/10/14, 
responding to the government’s plan to cut the RET to 
26,000 gigawatt hours

Media

We kept up a strong media presence throughout with 
agenda setting contributions at critical moments of 
the campaign, including on ABC TV’s 7.30 Report, 
ABC radio’s PM and the Sydney Morning Herald.

We joined with GetUp! to produce a video featuring 
AWA organiser Charlie Prell, that told the story of wind 
energy and RET support among farmers and local 
business people from Goulburn, NSW. The video 
played on high rotation at Parliament House at a 
critical point in the debate.

Supporter involvement

We organised over 400 submissions into the RET 
review process from around the country and copied 
them to key government ministers.

AWA supporters called and emailed Ministers Ian 
Macfarlane and Greg Hunt, the Prime Minister, Clive 
Palmer, NSW Premier Mike Baird and a host of 
others, met with their local members and wrote 
letters to local papers (see Online Campaigns).

I have worked in multiple jobs since I was 14, 
but for most of the last 10 years I’ve been 

building wind towers. I’m worried that this full time 
work will disappear if the renewable energy target is 
reduced or disappears.”  
– Troy

I am a Liberal Party member, Committee 
member of my local landcare, part time farmer 

and accountant. As I tell my children, I want to leave 
them and our region and our property in better shape 
than I found them.”  
– Mark

POLITICAL ENGAGEMENT

ABOVE: GetUp! video that told the story of wind energy and RET support 
among farmers and local business people from Goulburn, NSW.

ABOVE: Andrew Bray, National Coordinator, appearing on ABC’s 7.30 Report.
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POLITICAL ENGAGEMENT

Outside a small group of wind opponents, 
the Inquiry and its findings were discredited 
and its recommendations largely ignored. 
While a Wind Commissioner role was 
created, it is largely powerless and may 
even serve to play a positive role.

The lamentable Senate Inquiry into Wind Turbines 
provided a snapshot into the current state of anti-
wind activism in Australia. Conceived by a small 
number of wind opponents among the Senate’s 
crossbench, many of whom are driven by an 
ideological denial of climate science, it was a 
theatrical show trial designed to air conspiracy 
theories and dubious claims about health with the 
express purpose of slowing wind’s development 
across Australia.

ABOVE: President of Goulburn Chamber of Commerce, Prue Martin, sees off Goulburn locals attending Senate Inquiry (L–R) John De Groote, 
Divalls Engineering, Peter Fraser, Goulburn Group, Charlie Prell, AWA NSW Organiser.

ABOVE: AWA member, Emma Bennett, before her appearance at the 
Melbourne hearing of the Senate Wind Inquiry.

Senate wind inquiry
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306

423

SUBMISSIONS

EMAILS

LEFT: AWA supporters gather outside Nick Xenophon’s Adelaide 
office to question his support for the Senate Inquiry.

LEFT: Portland local, 
Wayne Barrett. Crowd at 
Portland Inquiry hearing.

LEFT: Inquiry Chair, Senator John Madigan. John De Groote addressing 
media at Parliament House after appearing at Senate Wind Inquiry.

AWA’s role in this process was to publicly contest the Inquiry’s arguments and to demonstrate the 
extent of community support for wind. We did this through a powerful media and social media 
presence and by mobilising AWA members.

We prepared information about the Inquiry’s Terms  
of Reference, organised our supporters to send 306 
submissions to the Inquiry, put in our own submission 
and responded to Questions on Notice from the Inquiry.

When Senator Nick Xenophon voted to form the 
Inquiry we hit back quickly and organised a snap 
demonstration outside his Adelaide office.

A group of AWA members appeared at the first Inquiry hearing 
in Portland to highlight the importance of wind energy for jobs 
and for farmers in that region.

AWA’s National Coordinator and NSW Organiser and a representative 
from a leading Goulburn wind energy business appeared at the Inquiry’s 
Canberra hearing, managing hostile questions from some of the Senators.

Organised 423 supporter emails to Environment Minister, Greg Hunt, 
explaining why the Inquiry’s final report was fatally compromised and 
calling on him to reject its findings.

SENATE WIND INQUIRY
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I am the Principal of a General Practice 
situated in close proximity to a number of 

large wind farms which have been located in our 
district since 2009. Many of my patients live even 
closer to the turbines. We have had no patients 
become ill with any of the symptoms attributed to 
wind turbine sickness.”
– Dr Marjorie Cross, GP from Bungendore, NSW

Our members’ submissions provided ample evidence of both the positive aspects of wind energy and the lack 
of health issues encountered by people who live and work near wind turbines every day. The Inquiry’s failure 
to acknowledge any of these submissions spoke volumes about their partisan attitude to the evidence.

I was employed in the renewable industry for 
over 7 years working as a wind farm developer 

and environmental planner. My position was made 
redundant in 2013 due to a lack of government 
support in renewable energy making investment in 
the industry unsustainable. Myself and hundreds of 
others have lost their jobs in this industry because 
Australia is lagging behind the rest of the world in 
terms of renewable energy support and investment.

Wind farms do not need another inquiry, they need 
support, so Australia can catch up to the rest of the 
world, and the burden on our fragile environment can 
be reduced.”
– Amy, Melbourne

I am writing from Newcastle where my home is 
regularly doused in coal dust. It’s unhealthy and 

fuels dangerous climate change. I firmly believe it’s 
way beyond time we moved on from dirty fossil fuels 
such as this, and massively expanded wind, solar and 
other renewable technologies.”
– Su, Newcastle, NSW

Our local ecomony has been devastated by 
drought and low commodity prices with many 

business closing. There are 3 shovel ready wind 
farms in our area with a combined investment of 
$1.5 billion and many hundreds of construction jobs. 
These wind farms would be a life saver for our 
community. When operating these wind farms would 
directly employ 40 people with many more jobs 
created from the money paid to landholders and 
contractors.The flow on effect from this revenue will 
be of great benefit to our community for generations 
to come.”
– John, Glen Innes, NSW

I live in very close proximity to the Waubra 
Wind Farm and have had no ill effects due to 

turbines whatsoever. With the ever increasing Co2 
emissions it is very important to embrace renewables 
so our children, grandchildren and great 
grandchildren have healthy planet to live on. The 
World Health Organisation has consistently stated 
that wind turbines pose no health effects residents 
and the alike. I believe this to be a waste of 
taxpayers’ moneys.”
– Cameron, Waubra, Victoria

Thanks to the wind turbine industry I have been 
employed locally for the last 11 and a half 

years. If it hadn’t been for the wind farm I would have 
had to look interstate for work to support my family 
of six. The wind farm has been great for my 
community employing and supporting locals, giving 
my colleagues and I lots of opportunities to travel, 
upskill and bring these skills home. I have not seen 
any negative impact caused by the wind farms.”
– Ben, Smithton, Tasmania

Submission highlights

SENATE WIND INQUIRY
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We conducted seven separate email and call campaigns across the year, directing public pressure to key 
decision makers at critical moments.

Five actions responded to opportunities in the Renewable Energy Target negotiations and another two to the 
Senate Wind Inquiry process. These actions resulted in 1726 emails and 33 phone calls.

Over the course of 18 months, the government backed down from its starting position of axing the RET 
entirely to one of retaining the scheme but with a cut of 33% to 33,000 gigawatt hours. A key factor in this 
backdown was ongoing pressure from constituents, such as this phone call action to one of the responsible 
Ministers, Ian Macfarlane.

Once the Senate Wind Inquiry tabled its final report, we switched our 
focus to pressuring the government, which was still led by wind energy 
opponent, Prime Minister Tony Abbott, not to adopt its extreme 
recommendations. Environment Minister, Greg Hunt, largely ignored the 
recommendations and while instituting a new Wind Commissioner, gave 
the role no specific powers.

I spoke with a member of Macfarlane’s staff and expressed my family’s desire that our government 
maintain the RET and in fact we’d like to see it increased as we are concerned about the impacts of 

climate change and degredation of Australia’s natural environment. We also strongly support the renewable 
energy sector and believe that Australia could become a world leader in this growing industry if our 
Government continued to support it.”
– Anton, Perth

I spoke with Megan. I said that it was bloody minded not give more thought to the seriousness of 
deviating from renewables esp. wind towers. I repeated some of the remarks made by speakers at 

Crowlands meeting last month that many speakers including reps of councils in the district were hugely in 
favour of the wind towers and the benefits that it would bring country towns and farmers.”
– Kevin, Elmshurst, Victoria

POLITICAL ENGAGEMENT

Online campaigns
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2014–15 saw our organisation expand our footprint from Victoria, as VicWind, 
into other states as AWA.

The main change on the ground was the engagement of two part time 
organisers, Mhairi Fraser, an active sustainability advocate and Charlie Prell,  
a Crookwell sheep farmer. 

Based out of Goulburn in the Southern Tablelands region, one of NSW’s 
prime wind districts, Charlie and Mhairi’s role has been to work with their 
local communities to identify and equip wind supporters and build support 
within the wider community. Discussion of financial benefit sharing from wind 
farms has been a key part of their messaging.

LEFT: Charlie Prell addresses Goulburn Powering the Future forum.  TOP RIGHT: 2nd caption Charlie Prell with Will Lloyd from Cooma Rural Supplies.  
BOTTOM RIGHT: Mhairi Fraser with Taralga Open Day prize winner, Fiona Young.

5 NEW sOUTH WALEs
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NSW election

New South Wales’s Wind Farm Guidelines have 
languished in draft form since December 2011, with 
no signs that they would be finalised any time soon. 
The Planning Minister, Pru Goward, has been vocal in 
her opposition to wind farms and muddled decisions 
from her Department were causing community angst 
around new projects, such as the Gullen Range Wind 
Farm. 

Minister Goward was also the local member for the 
Southern Tablelands seat of Goulburn, which 
presented an opportunity to give local prominence to 
this issue. AWA took part in local election forums, 
generated letters from our supporters, including the 
local Chamber of Commerce and gained significant 
media attention around the issue.

While Ms Goward retained her seat, she was 
replaced in the Planning portfolio by Rob Stokes, 
whose pro-renewables stance was well known, having 
once called for NSW to become “Australia’s answer 
to California.” Initial signs are that the Planning 
department is now working more constructively to 
ensure NSW gets its share of new wind energy 
projects.

NEW SOUTH WALES

ABOVE: Letter from Goulburn Chamber of Commerce 
to local member, Minister Pru Goward.

LEFT: Advertisement in Goulburn Post,  
13 March 2015.
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NEW SOUTH WALES

Public planning panels — in NSW they’re called 
Planning Assessment Commission (PAC) hearings — 
are often used by wind farm opponents to stymie new 
wind farms. Opponents travel in from far and wide to 
exaggerate the extent of local opposition. An often 
toxic, combative atmosphere discourages locals from 
speaking in support of a project.

Working with local networks in the Southern 
Tablelands we set out to change this. Mhairi Fraser 
attended a PAC hearing to speak in support the 
Crookwell 2 project and weathered intimidatory 
behaviour from many in the crowd, which included 

the Prime Minister’s Chief Business Advisor, Maurice 
Newman, a neighbour of the project. A subsequent 
letter to the PAC Commissioners saw similar 
behaviour properly managed at later PAC hearings, 
giving space to supporters to speak up.

At the next PAC hearing in the region, AWA members 
and supporters turned out in numbers to hear local 
wind farm neighbour, Dimity Taylor, speak 
courageously about the importance of wind energy 
for her community and her family’s future. 
Importantly, she made clear that having a wind farm 
could be a positive for community cohesion.

Demonstrating local community support

ABOVE: AWA members and supporters gather outside Crookwell PAC hearing.
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ABOVE: Bannister resident, Dimity Taylor, 
prepares to address Planning Assessment 

Commission hearing in Crookwell.

IT sEEMs sTRANGE  
TO ME THAT THOsE  

OF Us WHO DON’T MIND, OR 
sIMPLY LIKE, THE WIND FARM  
FEEL WE HAvE TO TALK IN 
HUsHED TONEs ABOUT OUR 
ENjOYMENT OF ITs BENEFITs, 
WHILE THOsE WHO DO NOT 
LIKE IT sEEM TO HAvE A 
MUCH LOUDER vOICE.”
– Dimity Taylor

Australian Wind Alliance Annual Report 2014–201516
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6 vICTORIA

VC82, the wind farm planning regulations instituted by the Baillieu government,  
were largely repealed by the incoming Andrews government.

One of the driving motivations behind the creation of AWA’s forebear, the Victorian Wind Alliance, was to fight 
the anti-wind planning laws introduced by then Victorian Premier, Ted Baillieu, in 2011. These laws sought to 
halt wind farm development in Victoria by giving a veto to wind farm neighbours out to 2km and locking up 
some of Victoria’s windiest areas in no-go zones. 

So it was a sweet moment on March 20 2015 when new Premier Daniel Andrew announced that these laws 
would be largely rescinded.

After many years of campaigning, in the months leading up to the November 2014 election, AWA kept up 
strong pressure to achieve this result.

A pre-election Candidates Forum in then Premier, 
Denis Napthine’s seat of South West Coast kept the 
issue of renewable energy jobs at the forefront.  
We produced an election scorecard for AWA 
members to work out their votes on election day.

LEFT: South West Coast Candidates meet with 
AWA supporters and Organiser, Angela McFeeters, 
before Election Candidates Forum.

Premier Daniel Andrews and Energy Minister 
Lily D’Ambrosio at wind tower manufacturer, 
Keppel Prince, ending Victoria’s anti-wind laws.

LEFT: Renewable Energy and Jobs Forum.

We held a Renewable Energy and Jobs Forum  
in Portland that was headlined by former Liberal 
leader, John Hewson, and featured local renewable 
energy business leaders. Major party representatives 
presented their election platforms and faced 
questions. Labor’s soon-to-be Energy Minister, Lily 
D’Ambrosio told the forum that rescinding the anti-
wind laws was key to her party’s vision for wind energy 
in Victoria and faced questions from the audience.
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OvER THE COURsE  
OF 18 MONTHs THE 

GOvERNMENT BACKED DOWN 
FROM ITs sTARTING POsITION  
OF AXING THE RET ENTIRELY…
A key factor in this backdown was 
ongoing pressure from constituents.”
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AWA had staff and volunteers at various open days and public 
events throughout the year, explaining wind energy, running activities, 
answering questions and engaging new people in the issue.

We were represented across three states at Portland’s Upwelling Festival, the Goulburn Connects Festival, Run 
with the Wind at Woodlawn Wind Farm, Open Days at the Wonthaggi, Taralga and Gullen Range Wind Farms 
and the opening of Snowtown II Wind Farm in South Australia.

TOP LEFT: Volunteer, Brian Harlech-Jones mixing it with the big boys.  TOP RIGHT: AWA organiser, Charlie Prell and member, Rod Gibson,  
prepare to talk wind at Gullen Range Wind Farm Open Day.  BOTTOM LEFT: AWA organiser, Mhairi Fraser, answering questions at Taralga Wind Farm Open Day.  
BOTTOM RIGHT: Volunteer, Werner Theinert ready for the hordes at South Gippsland Sustainability Festival.

7 COMMUNICATING

Out and about
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ABOVE: Tarago farmer, John Reardon, explains the 
benefits of hosting a wind farm on his property.

ABOVE: Andrew Bray, National Coordinator, 
appearing on ABC News 24.

Tv

PRINT

RADIO

ONLINE

Government antipathy towards renewable energy and the highly 
unusual attacks on a single energy generation technology by a sitting 
Prime Minister meant that the issue of wind energy received 
unprecedented attention in the national media. This presented an 
opportunity for AWA to make strong use of the media to support our 
campaigns and communicate widely about wind energy. 

When required, we could hit back directly at erratic Prime Ministerial 
comments or wild claims from the Senate Wind Inquiry in prime time, 
in the country’s major media outlets. 

Our voice throughout was different to that of industry, speaking about 
the benefits of wind farms for regional communities and often 
featured the voices of our members, who could present authentic 
wind district perspectives.

Across the year we generated 237 media hits 
across TV, radio, print and online channels.

National and state coverage

• ABC 7.30 Report • ABC News Breakfast  
• ABC News 24 • Channel 9 • Sky News  
• Prime 7 • SBS News

• Sydney Morning Herald • The Age  
• Herald Sun • The Australian  
• Australian Financial Review • Canberra Times  
• Adelaide Advertiser • Hobart Mercury

• ABC PM • Most ABC capital city channels 
• ABC News Radio • 3AW • 2UE • 2SM  
• 2GB • 2UE • 2CC Canberra • 5AA • JJJ

• The Guardian • Fairfax online papers  
• RenewEconomy • Climate Spectator  
• SBS online • ABC online • AAP • Yahoo 7!

COMMUNICATING

Media
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LEFT: AWA member, John De Groote, 
speaking to reporters at Parliament 
House, Canberra.

FAR LEFT: AWA NSW Organiser, 
Charlie Prell, speaking to reporters 
at Parliament House, Canberra.

Our regional lifestyle 
depends on a healthy level  

of economic activity for the long-
term. Wind farms offer the next  
big thing for regional communities. 
Time to embrace the wind!”
– Ben Zyla, AWA member, 8 
December 2014, Goulburn Post

Despite the assertions of 
the Minister, I know that 

there are so many people in this 
community who are brow-beaten 
by the anti-wind movement, that 
they’re either too frightened or not 
wanting to get involved in a public 
debate about the merits of the 
project. So we’re standing up for 
those people.” 
– Charlie Prell, NSW Organiser,  
6 September 2014, Mornings, 
ABC Radio Central West

COMMUNICATING

Tv

PRINT

RADIO

Regional coverage

•  WIN TV across NSW, ACT, Victoria, 
Tasmania and South Australia

 Rural farming papers 
• The Weekly Times • The Land  
• Stock Journal • Stock and Land

Key wind district papers 
• Warrnambool Standard • Portland Observer  
• Ballarat Courier • Hamilton Spectator  
• Ararat Advertiser • Goulburn Post  
• Crookwell Gazette

Letters to the editor from supporters

Most wind district ABC channels 
• ABC Ballarat • ABC South West Victoria  
• ABC South East NSW • ABC Orange 
• ABC Cairns • ABC North & West SA 
• ABC Northern Tasmania • 3BA Ballarat
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COMMUNICATING

Social media
Social media continues to be an effective way for AWA to communicate with our supporters and educate 
the broader public about current wind energy issues.

Both Facebook and Twitter allow us to gauge the feelings and views of our followers on different issues. 
This is particularly important when significant changes take place — such as the many changes of 
government position over the course of the Renewable Energy Target.

Facebook

10,733 LIKEs
Reaching up to 56,000 people per week

Top posts

Neil Jenkin Submission to Wind Inquiry (24 June 2015)
Reach 18,500  Likes 436
Confirmation from someone who has worked alongside wind turbines 
for 11 years that he’s never known of anyone experiencing health 
problems made alot of sense to people.

Tony Abbott’s Dislike of One Turbine (12 June 2015)
Reach 19,300  Likes 264
When it was revealed that Tony Abbott’s dislike of wind turbines came 
from riding his bike around a single turbine on Rottnest Island, satire 
was the only response.

Wind Tower Builder Responds to PM (12 June 2015)
Reach 22,400  Likes 375
The impacts of the government’s war on wind were 
felt through job losses in regional communities.

SA Goes 100% Renewable for a Whole Day (7 October 2014)
Reach 17,800  Likes 366
South Australia is a beacon, showing how our grid will 
operate with higher and higher levels of wind and solar.
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Twitter

Up from 1600 = 65% growth
Generating up to 12,000 views per week

Top tweets

Live Wind and Solar Generation (15 October 2015)
Reach 4,829  Engagements 51
This widget providing live generation data on our website allowed us to 
let people know when renewables were pumping.

600 MW of Wind in NSW Now (17 August 2015)
Reach 7,118  Engagements 178
With 3 large wind farms commissioned within the last 12 months, 
NSW is growing in importance as a wind energy source.

Wind Inquiry – No Health Risk (3 August 2015)
Reach 4,266  Engagements 265
An immediate response to the Senate Wind Inquiry report  
was important to make sure its many shortcomings were clear. 
The twitter medium allowed our followers to express their 
feelings too with retweets and favorites.

Vic Govt. 100 MW (21 August 2015)
Reach 2,483  Engagements 81
A program to purchase wind power directly from the Victorian 
government was popular at Keppel Prince’s factory in Portland.

2,640 FOLLOWERs

COMMUNICATING
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8 PEOPLE

Andrew Bray National Coordinator
Andrew joined AWA in February 2013 after spending two years on the 100% Renewable 
Campaign, building skills and leadership in local communities to help them speak out in 
support for renewable energy. Andrew moved from one of Victoria’s prime wind districts 
in Ballarat to one of NSW’s in Bungendore, across the lake from Joe Hockey’s least 
favorite wind farm. Andrew has a particular fondness for wind power and the contribution 
it can make to the local economy while at the same time helping Australia transition to 
a cleaner energy supply.

Angela McFeeters Organiser – South West Victoria
Angela is a former journalist at a regional newspaper and also has international 
experience writing for trade media based out of Singapore. She is a passionate 
community volunteer in Portland who wants to promote a healthy, sustainable future for 
her young family, and believes support networks are an important means of doing this. 
She is working with south-west Victorians as well as helping to develop local community 
capacity across the state.

Charlie Prell Organiser – NSW
Charlie Prell is a fourth generation family farmer from Crookwell in NSW. He is passionate 
about farming and has expanded this passion to include wind farms. Since the 
construction of the Crookwell I wind farm next to his family property in 1998, Charlie has 
been aware of the potential to erect turbines on his own farm. He is a committed member 
of the Crookwell community, and actively contributes to many local causes. Charlie has 
been championing windfarms and the potential benefits they can bring to regional 
communities for many years.  He strongly endorses moves towards a benefit sharing 
planning and development model for wind farms. Working for AWA has allowed Charlie to 
combine his passions for wind farms and agriculture.

Staff

Mhairi Fraser NSW Organiser
Mhairi Fraser has a varied 30+ year career in not for profit community organisations, 
public sector and small business with qualifications in social work and adult education. 
In more recent years she has transferred her skills and experience to the small business 
sector and to community action on climate change.  Mhairi has a passion for regional 
Australia, renewable energy and the opportunities for community based leadership. 
Based in Goulburn NSW, Mhairi is working with AWA to engage communities, businesses 
and organisations in shaping a wind friendly future.
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PEOPLE

Peter Dreher
Peter is a corporate and projects Partner at HWL Ebsworth Lawyers. His expertise is in 
corporate, commercial and construction law, with particular emphasis in infrastructure and 
energy projects, business structures, sales acquisitions and the commercialisation of 
product. Peter is a market leader for legal expertise in the renewable energy sector, having 
advised in relation to more than 25 renewable energy projects in Australia, New Zealand 
and Thailand. He has also advised in the operation of energy project development, 
generation and retail businesses. Peter has a number of clients in and from Europe 
(particularly German speaking countries).

Steve Garner
Steve is General Manager at Keppel Prince Engineering, a Portland-based engineering firm 
which specialises in the construction, fabrication and maintenance of industrial structures 
and equipment, including wind farms. He is responsible for over 400 employees and 
offered his time as a Director of AWA because he wants to see more Victorians employed 
in the emerging renewables energy sector. Steve has worked in the engineering industry 
for over 37 years. Keppel Prince Engineering is now considered a leader in the wind 
energy industry having completed numerous major projects.

Simon Holmes à Court
Simon has qualifications in Cognitive and Computer Science and Applied Finance and 
Investment. He has a broad range of commercial experience, and was previously a director  
of Heytesbury Pty Ltd, one of Australia’s largest private companies. He is now the 
Chairman of Observant Pty Ltd, which designs and manufactures infrastructure monitoring, 
control and automation solutions. Simon is also the founding Chairman of Hepburn Wind, 
Australia’s first community-run wind farm, and the founder of Embark, an organisation 
working to eliminate the barriers holding back the growth of a powerful, community 
renewable energy sector in Australia.

Management committee
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PEOPLE

Taryn Lane
Taryn is Community Officer at Hepburn Wind, Australia’s first community-owned wind farm, 
which has delivered industry-best standards in community engagement. She also works 
for Embark Australia. She has extensive local and international community development 
experience. She is giving her services as a Director of AWA because she wants more 
Australians to understand the community benefits of working together to build clean wind 
energy. Taryn holds a BA in International Studies and an MA in Integrative and 
Transformative Studies, and is a fellow of the Centre for Sustainability Leadership’s 
Future Sustainability Leaders course.

Richard Mackie
Richard is one of the most experienced people in the Australian wind industry. He has 
been involved since 1994, as a project and business development manager. Richard 
agreed to give his time to be Treasurer of AWA because he believes Australia is missing 
out on great benefits in regional areas. Richard has a Bachelor’s degree in mechanical 
engineering and an engineering Masters degree and an eMBA from the Australian 
Graduate School of Management. He is currently the Managing Director of Advanced 
Energy Consulting. 

Craig Memery
Craig works with the energy team at the Alternative Technology Association, Australia’s 
leading not-for-profit organisation promoting sustainable technology and practice. With the 
support of the Consumer Advocacy Panel he advocates for more affordable and 
sustainable energy supply for all Australian consumers. Craig also advises governments 
and the private sector on sustainable energy and energy policy, and works with community 
renewable energy proponents to navigate the energy market. Over a decade in the energy 
field Craig has experience in small and large scale wind energy as an advisor, engineer, 
educator and project manager.
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PEOPLE

Felicity Millner
Felicity is Director of Litigation for Environmental Justice Australia, a citizen-funded, 
not-for-profit, public interest legal practice, using the law to protect and restore Australia’s 
environment. Felicity has worked in environmental and planning law throughout her career 
and been involved in a several significant public interest environmental law cases. Before 
joining Environmental Justice Australia (formerly EDO Victoria), she worked as a Senior 
Solicitor at the Environmental Defenders Office in NSW and as a solicitor in private 
practice at a firm specialising in Local Government, Planning and Environment law.  
In 2011, Felicity was named Young Australian Environmental Lawyer of the Year  
by the Law Council of Australia.

Luke Osborne

Luke has been a leading voice in the wind energy industry for over a decade. He entered 
the industry as a landholder and subsequently played a leading role in the growth of 
Canberra-based wind energy company Windlab. He was Chief Operating Officer at Windlab 
which is now one of Australia’s most successful renewable energy companies with 
operations in Australia, North America and Africa. In 2013 he stepped down from the COO 
position at Windlab to lead the development of the Coonooer Bridge Wind Farm, which 
includes neighbours as shareholders. He has been an advocate for wind energy, frequently 
defending it in print, radio and television — most notably with the creation of ‘George the 
Bull’ who challenged Joe Hockey to a bull fight in 2014.

In 2013 Luke joined the board and executive team at Reposit, a start up company seeking 
to employ home batteries en mass in the wholesale energy markets. This technology 
allows wind and solar to work in a complementary fashion to deliver affordable and 
reliable power.
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9 ACCOUNTs

Profit and loss statement for the year ended 30 June 2015

Continued…

Financial report for the year ended 30 June 2015

Income Note 2015 2014

Grant income 3,300 –

Gifts received 154,065 141,885

Membership fees 7,117 2,901

Other income 4,912 101

Total income 169,395  144,887
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Less expenditure Note 2015 2014

Accountancy fees 4,408 6,706 

Advertising 570 680 

Bank charges 252 177 

Catering 122 130 

Campaign expenses 1,451 –  

Conferences and exhibitions 100 2,606 

Contract work 62,634 –  

Employee reimbursements 600 543 

Entertainment expenses 398 –  

Filing fees 90 44 

Freight and cartage 40 –  

Internet 579 435 

Merchandise for re-sale 585 –  

Postage 207 –  

Printing, postage and stationery 1,796 911 

Rent 3,570 –  

Subscriptions 90 495 

Sundry expenses –  55 

Superannuation contributions 8,670 7,846 

Telephone 1,153 1,851 

Training –  1,100 

Travelling expenses 5,443 3,079 

Wages 91,264 84,819 

Website expenses 5,409 3,940 

Worker’s insurance 812 1,119 

Total 190,242 116,536 

Net operating profit (loss) (20,847) 28,351 

Retained profits (accumulated losses)  
at the beginning of the financial year

23,615 (4,736)

Total available for appropriation 2,767 23,615 

Retained profits at the end of the financial year 2,767 23,615 

The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements. 
These statements should be read in conjunction with the attached compilation report.

Profit and loss statement for the year ended 30 June 2015 (continued)
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Balance sheet as at 30 June 2015

Notes

1  Statement of Significant Accounting Policies 

  •  The financial statements are a special purpose report prepared for use by the directors and the members.  
The directors have determined that the company is not a reporting entity.

  •  The statements are prepared on an accruals basis. They are based on historic costs and do not take into  
account changing money values or, except where specifically stated, current valuations of non-current assets.

     •  No Australian Accounting Standards, Australian Accounting Interpretations Views or other authoritative  
pronouncements of the Australian Accounting Standards Board have been intentionally applied.

2  Goods and services tax:

 GST payable 373 – 

3  Witholding tax payable:

 PAYG witholding tax payable 373 – 

Current assets Note 2015 2014

Cash at bank 34,621 48,861 

Paypal account 1,761 834 

Good and services tax 2 373 –  

Accounts receivable 15,884 24,000 

52,640 73,695 

Total assets 52,640 73,695 

Current liabilities

Trade creditors –  412 

Loan Acount – S1 43,000 43,000 

Withholding taxes payable 3 4,797 4,668 

Superannuation payable 2,054 2,000 

Unpaid expense claims 22 –  

49,872 50,080 

Total liabilities 49,872 50,080 

Net assets 2,767 23,615 

Equity

Retained Profits 2,767 23,615 

Total Equity 2,767 23,615 
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Directors’ declaration
The directors have determined that the company is 
not a reporting entity and that this special purpose 
financial report should be prepared in accordance 
with the accounting policies outlined in Note 1 to the 
financial statements.

In accordance with a resolution of the directors of 
Australian Wind Alliance Limited, the directors of the 
company declare that:

1  the financial statements and notes as set out on 
pages 2 to 4 present fairly the company’s 
financial position as at 30 June 2015 and its 
performance for the year ended on that date in 
accordance with the accounting policies outlined 
in Note 1 to the financial statements; and

2  in the directors’ opinion there are reasonable 
grounds to believe that the company will be able 
to pay its debts as and when they become due 
and payable.

Compilation report
We have compiled the accompanying special purpose 
financial statements for the year ended 30 June 
2015 of Australian Wind Alliance Limited, as set out 
on pages 2 to 4. The specific purpose for which the 
special purpose financial statements have been 
prepared is set out in Note 1 to the financial 
statements.

The responsibility of directors
The directors of Australian Wind Alliance Limited are 
solely responsible for the information contained in 
the special purpose financial statements and have 
determined that the significant accounting policies 
adopted as set out in Note 1 to the financial 
statements are appropriate to meet the directors’ 
needs and for the purpose that the financial 
statements were prepared.

Our responsibility
On the basis of information provided by the directors 
of Australian Wind Alliance Limited, we have 
compiled the accompanying special purpose financial 
statements in accordance with the significant 
accounting policies adopted as set out in Note 1 to 
the financial statements and APES 315: Compilation 
of Financial Information.

Our procedures use accounting expertise to collect, 
classify and summarise the financial information, 
which the directors provided, in compiling the 
financial statements. Our procedures do not include 
verification or validation procedures. No audit or 
review has been performed and accordingly no 
assurance is expressed.

The special purpose financial statements were 
compiled exclusively for the benefit of the directors 
of Australian Wind Alliance Limited. We do not accept 
responsibility to any other person for the contents of 
the special purpose financial statements.

AC Accounting & Business Solutions 
Public Accountant 
1 Ascot Street South, Ballarat, VIC, 3350

Craig Memery, Director, 
on behalf of the Management Committee
16 November 2015

Chris Murphy, Director
Ballarat
16 November 2015
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AustralianWindAlliance
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