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FROM THE NATIONAL COORDINATOR

In July 2013, wind power was
the largest source of electricity
in South Australia, producing
a whopping 43% of total
demand.. Gas, coal and solar
made up the remainder. For
over a decade, Australia has
been drawing on our world
class natural wind resource to
power our economy and this
has improved life for farmers
and regional economies and
started the massive job of
cleaning up Australia’s dirty
power sector.
But since 2013, new wind
development has stalled as the
federal government has attacked
the main policy instrument
driving this transition, the
Renewable Energy Target. In
some states, politicians have
been spooked by small pockets
of opposition to wind farms and
have introduced unreasonable
planning restrictions, drying up
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the pipeline of new wind projects.

Australian Wind Alliance.

To regain the momentum wind
power enjoyed we see a clear
role for a community-based
organisation like the Australian
Wind Alliance to give voice to
the silent majority of wind power
supporters and communicate
this support clearly to the wider
community and to decision
makers. We have held public
meetings, engaged supporters
in submission and letter writing,
met with MPs and maintained
a strong presence in traditional
and online media to make sure
that support for wind energy is
a clear part of any discussion
about our energy future.

I’d like to say a big thank you
to those that have helped in so
many aspects of our work this
year - to our many hundreds
of financial supporters, our
august group of thirty founding
members, our hard working
management committee, the
volunteers who helped organise
public meetings in Crowlands
and Portland and the RET Review
“submission sessions”, to Neil
Barrett for the opportunity to
promote his excellent videos
and to Susan Clarke for the use
of her excellent images of the
Capital and Woodlawn Wind
Farms. And especially to all
our members and supporters
who have chimed in to meet
with their local members, man
stalls, email and call politicians
and share our content online.

2013/14 was our first full year
of operation and in that time
we have substantially built our
network, growing our financial
membership to over 400
individual members and small
to medium businesses, based
predominantly in regional
Australia, and our online
membership to well over 10,000.
Beginning the year in Victoria
as VicWind, we successfully
expanded our operations
nationally, employing organisers
in New South Wales and
rebadging ourselves as the

While there remains much
to do to ensure the long
term future of wind energy
in Australia, we have gone a
long way to making sure its
popularity is understood.

Australian Wind Alliance Annual Report 2013/14 3

2

ACHIEVEMENTS

The Australian Wind Alliance
worked on a number of
fronts throughout the year,
engaging and educating wind
communities, demonstrating
community support for wind
to politicians and decision
makers, maintaining a
strong media presence
and expanding from our
beginnings in Victoria to
become a national body.

• Maintained strong local
and national focus on key
wind region of South West
Victoria, through two public
meetings, strong local
outreach and consistent
local media work
• 432 individual submissions to
the Warburton Renewable
Energy Target Review
• 7 separate email and call
campaigns to politicians
about the Renewable Energy
Target, generating 1550
contacts from our supporters
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• 227 media hits across TV,
radio, print and online media
• Over 10,000 Facebook likes,
reaching 18,100 people
every week
• Over 1,600 Twitter followers,
reaching 4,864 people every
week
• Commenced work in Southern
Tablelands region of NSW
with two new organisers
• Doubled financial membership
across the financial year
from 211 to 402 members.

ACTIVITIES

Community
Engagement
One of the challenges wind
energy faces is that the voice
of opposition to wind farms,
while it might only be coming
from a small number of people,
tends to be louder than the
voice of the silent majority of
supporters. We see our role
at this stage as connecting
together wind energy supporters
and equipping them to speak
up. With a good deal of
questionable information about
wind farms floating about,
educating people about the facts
of wind energy is also valuable.

Reclaim Waubra campaign
Waubra is a farming community
of around 500 people in Western
Victoria. Since 2009 they have
hosted a large wind farm that
has brought a significant boost
to their local economy, providing
much-needed funds to farmers,
local businesses and councils.
It has also brought a regular
workforce of up to 20 people
who have joined into the fabric
of the town.

Renewable Energy Jobs Forum, Portland
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While the wind farm has become
an accepted part of Waubra,
there has been opposition
from a small number of people in
the town. Wind farm opponents
from outside Waubra have
tried to exploit that opposition,
naming their anti-wind lobby
group after the town - the

“Waubra” Foundation.
No longer satisfied with this
blight upon the town’s name, a
group of local reisdents joined
with AWA to challenge the
foundation to stop dragging
the town’s name through the
mud and drop the farming
community’s name.
AWA assisted locals to plan and
roll out a strategic campaign.
• Over 300 signatures were
collected for a petition to
the foundation, rallying
together supporters of
wind energy in and around
Waubra.
• Extensive media work helped
amplify the call both locally
as well as in other regional
areas around the country
where the foundation is active.
• All three local papers - the
Ballarat Courier, Pyrenees
Advocate and the statewide
Weekly Times - chimed in
in support of the campaign.
• While the Foundation refused
to comply with the town’s
wishes, their lack of connection
to the town was widely
reported and a positive
image of the town of Waubra
was given prominence.
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ACTIVITIES

Building our network
AWA held dozens of meetings
with members across Victoria
and into 2014, New South
Wales. These events brought
together farmers, wind workers
and other supporters to visit
operating wind farms, share
information on issues such as
government wind energy policy
and discuss local situations.
Meetings were held in places
like Ballarat, Moorabool,
Crowlands, Portland, Port
Fairy, Macarthur, Dundonnell,
Goulburn, Crookwell and
Bungendore.
The Alliance’s financial
membership continued to grow
strongly throughout the year.
At 30 June 2014, AWA had
402 individual members and
13 organisational members,
up from 211 and 4 respectively
at 30 June 2013.

Out and about
AWA flew the flag for wind
energy at 15 public events
including the Portland Upwelling
Festival and Goulburn Connects
Festivals, SERREE Renewable
Energy Expo, as well as open
days at Macarthur and Boco
Rock Wind Farms, Run with the
Wind at Woodlawn Wind Farm
and the opening of Snowtown
II Wind Farm.
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ACTIVITIES

Political engagement
Regrettably, the progress of
wind energy in Australia has
largely ground to a halt, with
clean energy investment
collapsing by 70% from 2013
to 2014. This collapse has
been a direct result of the
policy uncertainty created by

the federal government’s
attacks on renewable energy.
In Victoria, planning for new
wind projects had also largely
dried up under the highly
restrictive VC82 planning
laws instituted by the state
government.

For any group supporting the
development of wind energy,
there was little choice but
to enter the political fray,
focussing our efforts on
ensuring that decision makers
understood the deep support
for renewable energy that
exists in their communities.

Nine presentations to a wide
range of local community,
farmers and business groups
on issues around wind energy,
including Commerce, Probus,
environment and Skeptics
groups.
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ACTIVITIES

2013 Election Scorecard
In the lead up to the 2013
election we saw there were clear
differences in the renewable
energy policies of the major
parties. To ensure that voters
understood these differences,
we prepared scorecards
ranking each party’s position
on wind energy, with
adjustments based on written
answers from candidates. The
scorecards were published in
Victorian regional papers and
generated significant debate
at the seat level at a critical
time in the electoral cycle.
Scorecards and candidates’
written answers - http://www.
vicwind.org.au/scorecard

Renewable Energy Target
The clearest signal that the
new Abbott government was
• Raised $5,340 from members
serious about cutting back on
to help publish the scorecards
wind energy was the appointment
of climate change denier, Dick
•P
 laced quarter page ads in
Warburton to lead a review of
nine regional newspapers
across four Victorian federal the Renewable Energy Target.
electorates - Wannon, Ballarat, While we were cognisant of the
Review’s bias against renewable
Corangamite and McEwen.
energy, we seized the
• Generated seven media
opportunity to tell the story
stories
of support for wind energy
in the community, mobilising
• Engaged supporters to
supporters to write to the
contact MPs and candidates
Review and publicising their
about the issues raised in
stories through the media.
the scorecard.
Well attended follow up public
forums helped to reinforce this
message.
• Liaised with 12 major party
candidates to prepare scores
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ACTIVITIES

Renewable Energy Target
Excerpts from some of the 432
RET Review submissions

“I am a Liberal Party member,
Committee member of my local
landcare, part time farmer and
accountant. As I tell my children, I
want to leave them and our region
and our property in better shape
than I found them.”
Mark

“I am a 92 year old great gra
ndmother and I am passionat
ely
concerned about the future
that
is being prepared for my gra
ndchildren in this country.”
Elizabeth

“I write to you as a
young australian
voter, renewable
energy engineer,
doctoral research
student and first
time letter writer
on matters of
public policy.”

“In 1931, my great-grandfather
set up a small earthmoving
business. Fast forward 80 years
and the fourth generation of
Molans are operating the business.
We support the renewable energy
target remaining at least in its
current form.”
Peter

James

“I have worked in
multiple jobs since I
was 14, but for most
of the last 10 years
I’ve been building
wind towers. I’m
worried that this full
time work will
disappear if the
renewable energy
target is reduced
or disappears.”
Troy

“Without wind turbines my
husband wouldn’t have a
job. Think about that. “
Kathryn

“Having been all my life a keen
and active Liberal Party supporter
I am dismayed and disillusioned
that the Party seems to have
fallen under the spell of those
who care not at all for the Party’s
good record for statesmanship
and responsibility…. it is shameful
that we would even consider
cutting the RET.”
Brian
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ACTIVITIES

RET Review process
• At least 432 individual
submissions were sent from
members and supporters to
the Review

Public Forums
• Two public forums were held
to highlight the importance
of the Renewable Energy
Target to South West Victoria.

• 12 “submission sessions” were
held in places like farmhouses,
city offices and factory floors
to bring together groups of
farmers and wind workers to
write submissions and share
stories

• At Crowlands, near Ararat,
over 100 people attended a
lunchtime forum with local
federal MP, Dan Tehan.

• 6 media stories
• A digested version of these
400 submissions, highlighting
the key issues raised, was
sent to all federal MPs
• Together with a group of
other non-government
organisations, AWA attended
a small face to face
consultation session with Mr
Warburton and other review
panellists to ensure they
heard the personal stories of
the regional people their
Review affected.

• 11 speakers explained the
importance of wind energy
projects to the region. The
speakers included 3 Mayors,
2 contracting business owners,
2 farmers, representatives
of community sporting,
environmental and service
groups.
• extensive local media
coverage on WIN TV, ABC
local radio, Ararat Advertiser
and print
• Ararat Advertiser - “A ONE
HUNDRED strong crowd left
Federal Member for Wannon,
Dan Tehan in no doubt of
where it stands on the future
of the Renewable Energy
Target (RET), at a public
meeting at the Crowlands
Hall last Thursday.” http://
www.araratadvertiser.com.
au/story/2478496/publicmeeting-to-discuss-futureof-renewable-energytarget/?cs=1516• http://www.windalliance.org.
au/tehan_support_wind
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• The Renewable Energy
Jobs Forum in Portland was
attended by over 250 people
and covered renewable
energy issues at a federal
and state level.
• Wind energy is a critical part
of the Portland economy, with
over 200 permanent direct
and indirect jobs making
wind towers and supplying to
the wind industry with wind
tower manufacturer, Keppel
Prince, a key employer in the
town.
• The keynote speaker was Dr
John Hewson, former leader
of the federal Liberal Party,
with Ministerial representatives
from the 3 major parties at a
state level also attending.

ACTIVITIES

• 5 constituent meetings with
federal MPs, including Dan
Tehan (Wannon) led by AWA
members.
• Meetings and letters to
Victorian government that led
to allowing of modifications
to existing permits for blade
height, etc without needing
to reapply under VC82 laws.

Global Wind Day Rally
in Canberra
In June, AWA joined with Yes
2 Renewables and Infigen
Energy to hold a public rally
in front of Parliament House,
Canberra to celebrate Global
Wind Day with 150 people
attending. Speakers included
ACT Environment Minister,
Simon Corbell, who spoke
about the confidence the ACT
government had in wind energy
to help them achieve their
target of 90% renewable
energy by 2020.
8 media hits, including
Canberra Times
http://www.canberratimes.
com.au/environment/climatechange/farmers-activistswarn-against-reducingrenewable-energy-target-onglobal-wind-energy-day20140615-zs8ix.html

• Five employers and community
leaders addressed the
gathering.
• 15 media articles on ABC
TV’s Lateline, in the Portland
Observer, Warrnambool
Standard and on ABC South
West.
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ACTIVITIES

National Rally for
Renewables
In an event bringing together
the breadth of renewable
energy advocacy groups, AWA
joined with Solar Citizens,
Clean Energy Council, Australian
Solar Council and Solar Energy
Industries Association to hold a
national Rally for Renewables
on September 26, 2014, outside
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the electorate offices of key
federal Cabinet Ministers in
each state.

The Hamilton Rally was
covered by all local media
outlets.

AWA members and supporters
attended rallies in Melbourne
and Sydney while AWA organised
our own rally in Hamilton in
Western Victoria, starting
outside the library and then
delivering a signed letter to the
office of local MP, Dan Tehan.

Less than a fortnight after the
rally was held, Federal Cabinet
publicly rejected the findings
of the Warburton review and
began negotiations for a
bipartisan agreement with
Labor on the Target.
(www.rallyforrenewables.com.au).

COMMUNICATIONS

Videos
In fifteen years, Australia’s wind
energy industry has grown from
almost nothing to supplying
around 4% of our nation’s
electricity demands. This
extraordinary transition has
played out on farms and in
regional towns, creating new
industries and bringing innovations
in old ones. In the midst of the
political bunfights, however, the
stories of the people involved
can get lost. AWA has been
involved, both as a producer
and in partnership with other
filmmakers and organisations,
in three different video projects
that tell the story of wind energy
in farming communities.

AWA YouTube channel - https://
www.youtube.com/channel/
UCroXOURkkE4lsC6SBCn9OLA

Waubra The Way the Wind Blows
Independent film maker Neil
Barrett produced a series of
11 short video interviews with
residents of Waubra, a small
farming community 30km west
of Ballarat that hosts the 128
turbine Waubra Wind Farm. The
interviews were also edited into
a 12 minute condensed version.
The interviews allow the subjects,
both wind farm hosts and
neighbours, to tell their side of
12 Australian Wind Alliance Annual Report 2013/14

the story directly and in their
own words, without interference
from outside media.
One neighbour living less than
1km from the wind farm tells
how “we have absolutely no
trouble from them at all. The
noise is just like a breeze
coming through” as a rooster
hogs the foreground with his
exuberant crowing.
AWA publicised the interviews
and hosted them on our website,
The condensed version has been
viewed by 4,754 people while the
individual interviews have each
received hundreds of views. The
videos were sent to all Victorian
and federal parliamentarians.

Graeme Machonachie
In 2013, AWA produced a 7
minute film of Farmer Graeme
Machonachie has hosted part
of the Challicum Hills Wind
Farm on his property near
Ararat since 2004. A thoughtful
chap with a colourful turn of
phrase, Graeme reflects on his
decision to put “dirty great big
wind towers” on the farm
he grew up on. It was a decision
he didn’t take lightly. But in the
end, Graeme wanted to preserve
his property for his grandchildren
and to do his bit in the battle
against climate change.

Tony Abbott: Protect the RET,
protect regional Australia
Produced by campaign
organisation, GetUp!, this 2:23
clip tells the story of one of our
NSW Organisers, Charlie Prell, a
fourth generation sheep farmer
from Crookwell in the Southern
Tablelands of NSW. The
prospect of hosting a wind farm
on his property provided hope
for him and his family as they
struggled to cope with the last
drought. The video also features
interviews with AWA members
and contacts in Goulburn, the
nearest major town to Crookwell,
explaining the critical importance
that renewable energy can play
At the time of writing, it has
received over 60,000 views in
10 days. GetUp! was also able
to raise significant amounts of
money to play a 30 second TV
ad version on Sky News and
other regional stations.
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=tPwbTi3M10U

The video has been viewed by
over 2000 people.
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COMMUNICATIONS

Media
AWA has kept up a steady
stream of news stories
throughout the year across
the full range of media newspapers, TV, radio and
online. We have focussed on
ensuring that renewable energy
has a clear voice in regional
media and where possible
that local voices carry the
message. We have also begun
to penetrate national and
metropolitan media as renewable
energy issues have become
more prominent at the federal
and state level.
AWA is playing a unique and
valuable role by introducing a
community voice of support
for wind energy that is distinct
from that of industry at a
time when government is
weighing up the electoral
implications of its plans to
cut renewable energy.

Members’ voices
Regional economic future
The Goulburn Post article
launching our work in the NSW
Southern Tablelands region
brought together a range of
our local supporters and gave
them the opportunity to explain
why renewable energy was
important to their region. This
article acted as a counterbalance
to alot of the negative discussion
of wind farms around Goulburn.
(see article on following page)

Wind Resources Vital to
Ararat Region
This article showed farmers
standing up for wind energy and
prompted scores of signatures
at Ararat’s Carroll’s Saddlery to
support the Renewable Energy
Target.
http://www.araratadvertiser.com.
au/story/2108933/wind-resourcesvital-to-ararat-region/?cs=1516
Farmers protest over VFF
stand on scheme
When the Victorian Farmers’
Federation came out against
the Renewable Energy Target,
who better than a wind farm
supporter who was also a VFF
member to answer back! Helen
and Chris from Crowlands were
so annoyed by the VFF’s position,
they tore up their membership.
http://www.theweeklyadvertiser.
com.au/2014/09/17/farmersprotest-over-vff-stand-on-scheme/

Shaping the debate at
important moments
Renewable Energy
Target debate
AWA was able to be a shaping
voice in the national media
coverage when the government
announced their position on
the Warburton Review.
• We placed prominently in the
story on ABC PM that night
- http://www.abc.net.au/pm/
content/2014/s4112465.htm
• Also in the Sydney Morning
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Herald’s piece that day http://www.smh.com.au/
federal-politics/politicalnews/renewable-energytarget-cut-to-real-20-percent-20141022-11a315.html
Job losses in wind industry
The tragic loss of 100 jobs at
Portland wind tower manufacturer,
Keppel Prince in October 2014,
focussed media attention on the
human cost of the uncertainty
around the renewable energy
policy. This was an issue we
were well placed to explain,
both nationally:
• Guardian Australia http://
www.theguardian.com/
australia-news/2014/oct/
23/wind-turbine-makersacks-100-workers-blaming
-renewable-policy-uncertainty
• online journal, RenewEconomy
http://reneweconomy.com.au
/2014/household-solar-safe
-as-abbott-takes-aim-at-largescale-renewables-27405
and regionally:
• on WIN TV Victoria and Prime 7
• ABC regional radio - http://
www.abc.net.au/local/audio/
2014/10/24/4114010.htm
• Weekly Times - http://www.
weeklytimesnow.com.au/
news/national/keppel-princeat-portland-to-cut-100-jobsdue-to-ret-uncertainty/storyfnkfnspy-1227099630575

COMMUNICATIONS

Timely news input
News coverage about current
events on metropolitan radio
across the capital cities of
Sydney, Melbourne and
Adelaide - 5AA, 3AW, 2GB,
2UE, 2SM, ABC 774
Regular news and interview
appearances on regional radio
ABC Victoria, ABC South West
Victoria, ABC Central Victoria,
ACE Radio Victorian network
as well as ABC regional
networks throughout South
Australia and New South Wales

80 Letters to the Editor from
members and supporters

Opinion pieces
• Waubra campaign to reclaim
their name - http://www.abc.
net.au/news/2013-11-07/
bray-waubra-want-theirname-back/5075806
• www.businessspectator.com.
au/article/2014/8/11/policypolitics/will-liberal-mp-resistcuts-renewable-energy-jobsand-investment

Goulburn Post
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UPFRONT

GOULBURN POST n Friday October 24, 2014

It’s a win-wind situation

(Clancy Contracting co-director); Justin
manager); Ben Zylar (Tutt Bryant area manager); Nic Clancy
WITH THE WIND: (Standing) John de Groote (Divall’s engineering
Range wind farm neighbour, with her children Ebony
Wind Alliance organiser), Seated: Dimity Taylor (Gullen
Mooney (Tutt Bryant sales), Charlie Prell (farmer, Australian
Agata Nabaglo (Mulwaree High Year 12 student).
and Sinclair Klem); Mhairi Fraser (AWA organiser) and
By GERARD WALSH

W

HEN forward thinkers
Mhairi Fraser and Charlie
Prell lapse into a discussion about hindsight, one has to
take notice.
“If there’s one thing they could
have done better, it’s the community sharing,” both admit.
The ‘they’ are wind farm developers.
“So there is an opportunity for
the community to take the lead …
a chance for people to take control of negotiations and start a
process of collective bargaining.”
Mrs Fraser, a treechanger with
30 years in community services,
executive management and small
business consulting, has teamed
up with fourth generation
Crookwell sheep grazier Mr Prell
to become NSW organisers for
the Australian Wind Alliance
(AWA).
They spoke to the Goulburn
Post last week about their new
roles.
The “blossoming” wind farm
industry, as they call it, has hit
the Southern Tablelands like a
fierce late August westerly.
Only this wind hasn’t wreaked
destruction, contrary to the
claims of some loud critics –
rather, it has generated construction.
The only windfarm in the region
just 10 years ago was the tiny (by
today’s standards) Crookwell 1
project built almost opposite the
Prell property in 1998.
Now, there are hundreds of
electricity-producing turbines on

ridges criss-crossing the region.
The Taralga Wind Farm is currently being built, while projects
at Collector and Crookwell (on Mr
Prell’s property) have won
approval.
The environmental gains are
manifold.
The economic benefits mind
boggling.
There are seven wind farms
either operating or being built in
the Capital/Tablelands region.
There are another nine that
have been approved or are still in
the planning phase.
The AWA states that, combined, these projects would generate 1507 construction jobs,
power about 639,000 homes and
save 3.2 million tonnes in greenhouse gasses.
Each wind farm project spends
around $10-15m in the local community during construction and
then $3m per year once they are
operating.
Local retailers, hardware suppliers, tradespeople, car service
centres, motels, hotels, apprentices – even local OH & S trainers
all benefit from wind farm construction.
For instance, the number of
Divall’s Earthmoving staff working on renewable energy projects
has tripled to 48 in the past 18
months.
So, it should be an easy sell for
Mrs Fraser and Mr Prell?
Not necessarily.
“A lot of the extraordinary benefits of wind farm developments
is lost in the dialogue,” Mr Prell
said.

IMPORTANT
CONNECTIONS:
n “Mhairi and Charlie are
making important
connections across the
region and we welcome
the positive work of the
Australian Wind Alliance”,
says Dimity Taylor, a
neighbour to the Gullen
Range Wind Farm and
mother of two young
children. “I am concerned
that the bigger picture can
get lost as communities
navigate change. But
community bonds are
strong and we are hopeful
that the region will come
together around this
positive industry. Well
planned windfarms are
good for the region, for
farming and for future
generations.”

“I am trying to advocate for the
“What makes the news is the
communities, as a whole, to
controversy … the review of the
embrace these projects and to
RET or bad planning decisions.
get as much benefit as possible
“We need to see our way
… whether they are farmers,
through that.”
hosts, neighbours or businesses.
Mrs Fraser said the overwhelm“Communities need to bargain
ing sentiment amongst the comcollectively.
munity was one of “passive
“If you fight the supermarkets
acceptance”.
alone as a farmer, you’ll lose. But
“Many landholders and busia collective of farmers will have
ness owners across the region
influence.”
are quietly supportive of wind
Last year alone, Goldwind spent
farms but prefer to stay out of
$12.3 million locally during the
the controversy,” she said.
construction of Gullen Range
“They have personally experiwind farm 30km west of
enced the economic benefits of
Goulburn, the AWA said.
renewables. Many feel fortunate
Mrs Fraser is also actively
and proud to be in a region with
advocating the benefits of wind
natural resources that support
farms to politicians, particularly
both renewable energy and agrithe local variety.
culture at the same time.”
Member for Hume Angus Taylor
But the controversy surroundfor an overhaul of the
ing the siting of turbines at Gullen has called
RET.
Range Wind Farm is undeniable
In April he joined Member for
The NSW Planning Department
Goulburn (and now Planning
has issued developer Goldwind a
Goward and
Pru
Minister)
turbines
nine
move
draft order to
Goulburn Mulwaree Mayor Geoff
its says were built in the wrong
Kettle to protest the ACT
location.
Government’s plan to source
Mr Prell accepts things should
from wind
energy
renewable
have been done differently.
the capital region.
“Remember, we’re talking about farms in
“Communities like Tarago and
just one wind farm project and, in
Yass, and everywhere in between,
this situation, I think some of the
enormous
cause
they
them,
hate
arguneighbours have a valid
dissent,” Ms Goward told the ABC
ment,” he said.
at the time.
“The industry needs to learn
Mrs Fraser: “We need a shift to
from this … government, planon
leadership
positive
more
ning personnel and local commuthese issues, so that communities
nities as well.
left to flounder.
“I accept issues related to noise are not
“Comprehensive action to
and supposed health impacts, but
be
should
change
climate
address
there is some antagonism out
welcomed, not resisted.”
there that is the result of jealVisit: www.windalliance.org .au
ousy.

n “We have worked hard
to prove our capabilities
with developers and
government
organisations and to
ensure the work and
profits from renewable
projects stays in the
region with local
companies,” says Divall’s
Earthmoving engineering
manager John de Groote.
“We are really proud
that Divall’s has grown
from supplying equipment on renewable projects to being the head
contractor. This industry
is providing real jobs and
opportunities for local
families.”
“There’s also a flow on
effect where landowners
living on wind farms
invest in our business by
doing work on their
properties, like erosion
control, dam construction, landscaping and
building houses or renovating.

URE ONE is missing.

The 7 x 7 ad RM2185478 for JOHN CRAIG FURNIT
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COMMUNICATIONS

Social Media
Facebook
Over 10,252 Facebook
likes, reaching 18,148
people every week
Facebook allows us to
communicate with people all
around the country about
issues to do with wind energy
- achievements from different
states and around the world,
dispelling myths, progress on
new developments, the politics
and most popular of all,
majestic images of wind
turbines generating electricity
amidst stunning scenery.

Popular posts
Straight shooting response
from Neville Dennert, a welder
at wind tower manufacturer,
Keppel Prince, after being
retrenched because of
uncertainty around the
renewable energy target
https://www.facebook.com/
AustralianWindAlliance/
photos/a.2940085673
74378.65519.29333205077
5363/660711944037370
- reached 21,984 people
Rebound in emissions from
the electricity generation
sector after the repeal of the
carbon price
https://www.facebook.com/
AustralianWindAlliance/
photos/a.294008567374378.
65519.293332050775363/6
76580809117150 - reached
14,106 people

Twitter
Over 1600 Twitter followers,
reaching 4520 people every
week.
Twitter allows us to not only
cover the topics listed in the
Facebook section above but
also to connect with key
contacts in metro and regional
media, politics and business.

COMMUNICATIONS

George the Bull
The outrageous comments
from the Treasurer, Joe
Hockey in May this year about
how he found wind farms
“utterly offensive” offered an
opportunity for a fun social
media push back. Taking a
lead from an enterprising
story by AWA supporter, Luke
Osborne, about a bull who
lives in a paddock beneath
one of the offending turbines,
we created light-hearted
twitter and facebook accounts
for “George the Bull” which
succeeded in capturing media
attention and coverage for
supportive stories to counter
Hockey’s comments. George
is currently out to pasture
but may return if needed.

Three mayors from shires
around Ararat write the
Prime Minister asking him
to leave the RET alone to
protect $1.68 billion of
investment in their region
https://www.facebook.com/
AustralianWindAlliance/
posts/609079045867327
- reached 9,016 people
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Andrew Bray
National Coordinator
Andrew joined AWA in February
2013 after spending two years
on the 100% Renewable
Campaign, building skills and
leadership in local communities
to help them speak out in
support for renewable energy.
Based in one of Victoria’s prime
wind districts of Ballarat,
Andrew has a particular
fondness for wind power and
the contribution it can make to
the local economy while at the
same time helping Australia
transition to a cleaner energy
supply.

Mhairi Fraser
NSW Organiser
Mhairi Fraser has a varied 30+
year career in not for profit
community organisations, public
sector and small business with
qualifications in social work
and adult education. In more

5

recent years she has transferred
her skills and experience to
the small business sector and
to community action on climate
change. Mhairi has a passion
for regional Australia, renewable
energy and the opportunities
for community based leadership.
Based in Goulburn NSW, Mhairi
is working with AWA to engage
communities, businesses and
organisations in shaping a
wind friendly future.

Angela McFeeters
Organiser- South West Victoria
Angela is a former journalist at
a regional newspaper and also
has international experience
writing for trade media based
out of Singapore. She is a
passionate community volunteer
in Portland who wants to
promote a healthy, sustainable
future for her young family,
and believes support networks
are an important means of
doing this. She is working with
south-west Victorians as well
as helping to develop local
community capacity across
the state.
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Charlie Prell
Organiser - NSW
Charlie Prell is a fourth
generation family farmer from
Crookwell in NSW. He is
passionate about farming and
has expanded this passion to
include wind farms. Since the
construction of the Crookwell I
wind farm next to his family
property in 1998, Charlie has
been aware of the potential to
erect turbines on his own farm.
He is a committed member of
the Crookwell community, and
actively contributes to many
local causes. Charlie has been
championing windfarms and
the potential benefits they can
bring to regional communities
for many years. He strongly
endorses moves towards a
benefit sharing planning and
development model for wind
farms. Working for AWA has
allowed Charlie to combine his
passions for wind farms and
agriculture.

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Peter Dreher
Secretary
Peter is a corporate and projects
Partner at HWL Ebsworth
Lawyers. His expertise is in
corporate, commercial and
construction law, with particular
emphasis in infrastructure and
energy projects, business
structures, sales acquisitions
and the commercialisation of
product. Peter is a market
leader for legal expertise in
the renewable energy sector,
having advised in relation to
more than 25 renewable energy
projects in Australia, New
Zealand and Thailand. He has
also advised in the operation
of energy project development,
generation and retail businesses.
Peter has a number of clients
in and from Europe (particularly
German speaking countries).

Steve Garner
Steve is General Manager at
Keppel Prince Engineering, a
Portland-based engineering
firm which specialises in the
construction, fabrication and
maintenance of industrial
structures and equipment,
including wind farms. He is
responsible for over 400
employees and offered his
time as a Director of AWA
because he wants to see more
Victorians employed in the
emerging renewables energy
sector. Steve has worked in
the engineering industry for
over 37 years. Keppel Prince
Engineering is now considered
a leader in the wind energy
industry having completed
numerous major projects.

Simon Holmes à Court
Simon has qualifications in
Cognitive and Computer Science
and Applied Finance and
Investment. He has a broad
range of commercial experience,

and was previously a director
of Heytesbury Pty Ltd, one
of Australia’s largest private
companies. He is now the
Chairman of Observant Pty Ltd,
which designs and manufactures
infrastructure monitoring,
control and automation solutions.
Simon is also the founding
Chairman of Hepburn Wind,
Australia’s first community-run
wind farm, and the founder of
Embark, an organisation working
to eliminate the barriers holding
back the growth of a powerful,
community renewable energy
sector in Australia.

Taryn Lane
Taryn is Community Officer at
Hepburn Wind, Australia’s first
community-owned wind farm,
and has delivered industrybest standards in community
engagement. She has extensive
local and international community
development experience. She
is giving her services as a
Director of AWA because she
wants more Victorians to
understand the community
benefits of working together
to build clean wind energy.
Taryn holds a BA in International
Studies and and MA in Integrative
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& Transformative Studies and
is a fellow of the Centre for
Sustainability Leadership’s
Future Sustainability Leaders
course.

Richard Mackie
Richard is one of the most
experienced people in the
Australian wind industry. He
has been involved since 1994,
as a project and business
development manager. Richard
agreed to give his time to be
Treasurer of AWA because he
believes Australia is missing
out on great benefits in regional
areas. Richard has a Bachelor’s
degree in mechanical
engineering and an engineering
Masters degree and an eMBA
from the Australian Graduate
School of Management. He is
currently the Managing Director
of Advanced Energy Consulting.

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

Craig Memery

Felicity Millner

Craig works with the energy team
at the Alternative Technology
Association, Australia’s leading
not-for-profit organisation
promoting sustainable technology
and practice. With the support
of the Consumer Advocacy
Panel he advocates for more
affordable and sustainable
energy supply for all Australian
consumers. Craig also advises
governments and the private
sector on sustainable energy
and energy policy, and works
with community renewable
energy proponents to navigate
the energy market. Over a
decade in the energy field
Craig has experience in small
and large scale wind energy as
an advisor, engineer, educator
and project manager.

Felicity is Principal Solicitor at
the Environment Defenders’
Office (Vic), a not-for-profit
community legal centre
specialising in public interest
environmental law. Felicity has
worked in environmental and
planning law throughout her
career and been involved in
a several significant public
interest environmental law
cases. Before joining EDO
Victoria, she worked as a Senior
Solicitor at the Environmental
Defenders Office in NSW
and as a solicitor in private
practice at a firm specialising
in Local Government, Planning
and Environment law. In 2011,
Felicity was named Young
Australian Environmental
Lawyer of the Year by the Law
Council of Australia.
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AUSTRALIAN WIND ALLIANCE LIMITED

AUSTRALIAN WIND ALLIANCE LIMITED
PROFIT AND LOSS STATEMENT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2014
Note
INCOME
Gifts received
Membership fees
Other income

Profit and Loss Statement

2

Balance Sheet

3

Notes to the Financial Statements

4

Director's Declaration

5

Compilation Report

6

2013
$

141,885
2,901
101

17,264
4,725
1

144,887

21,990

6,706
680
177
130
2,606
543
44
435
911
495
55
7,846
1,851
1,100
3,079
84,819
3,940
1,119

340
5,251
76
1,223
94
1,125
1,223
449
1,325
383
520
14,717
-

116,536

26,726

28,351

(4,736)

28,351
485

(4,736)
-

NET OPERATING PROFIT (LOSS) AFTER INCOME TAX
Retained Profits (accumulated losses) at the beginning of
the financial year

27,866

(4,736)

TOTAL AVAILABLE FOR APPROPRIATION (DEFICIT)

23,130

(4,736)

RETAINED PROFITS (ACCUMULATED LOSSES) AT THE
END OF THE FINANCIAL YEAR

23,130

(4,736)

CONTENTS
Page No.

2014
$

LESS EXPENDITURE
Accountancy fees
Advertising
Bank charges
Catering
Consulting fees
Conferences & exhibitions
Contract work
Employee reimbursements
Filling fees
Internet
Printing, postage and stationery
Subscriptions
Sundry expenses
Superannuation contributions
Telephone
Training
Travelling expenses
Wages
Website expenses
Worker's insurance

NET OPERATING PROFIT (LOSS) BEFORE INCOME
TAX
Income tax expense

(4,736)

-

The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements.
These statements should be read in conjunction with the attached compilation report.
Page 2
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AUSTRALIAN WIND ALLIANCE LIMITED

BALANCE SHEET
AS AT 30 JUNE 2014

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2014

Note
CURRENT ASSETS
Cash at bank
Paypal account
Accounts receivable

2014
$

2013
$

48,861
834
24,000

18,343
1,088
50

73,695

19,481

TOTAL ASSETS

73,695

19,481

CURRENT LIABILITIES
Trade creditors
Loan Acount - S1
Withholding taxes payable
Income tax
Superannuation payable

412
43,000
4,668
485
2,000

5,046
15,000
2,846
1,325

50,564

24,217

TOTAL LIABILITIES

50,564

24,217

NET ASSETS (LIABILITIES)

23,130

(4,736)

EQUITY
Retained Profits (Accumulated Losses)

23,130

(4,736)

TOTAL EQUITY (DEFICIT)

23,130

(4,736)

2
3

2014
$
1

2013
$

Statement of Significant Accounting Policies
The financial statements are a special purpose report prepared for use by the director and the
member. The director has determined that the company is not a reporting entity.
The statements are prepared on an accruals basis. They are based on historic costs and do
not take into account changing money values or, except where specifically stated, current
valuations of non-current assets.
No Australian Accounting Standards, Australian Accounting Interpretations Views or other
authoritative pronouncements of the Australian Accounting Standards Board have been
intentionally applied.

2

Withholding taxes payable:
PAYG withholding tax payable

3

Income tax:
Provision for income tax

4,668

2,846

485

-

The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements.
These statements should be read in conjunction with the attached compilation report.
Page 3
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These notes should be read in conjunction with the attached compilation report.
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