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This submission is to clarify some of the misinformation which exists surrounding wind farms and 

their impact on wildlife.   

Since 2005 I have worked as an independent consultant monitoring the impact of wind farms on 

birds and bats.  Over this time I have conducted or supervised over 8000 surveys at 8 different wind 

farms across Australia including some of Australia’s largest wind farms.  I work closely with 

government officials who act as an oversight to our studies and with other consultants engaged in 

this sector.  I am the co-founder of the Australasian Wind and Wildlife (WAW) Working Group and 

co-editor and author on the book Wind and Wildlife. 

I would like to clarify the role of why we undertake these studies into wind farms and what their 

actual impacts are on wildlife. 

In the 1980’s, poor siting of wind turbines resulting in large impacts to American migratory birds at 

the Altamont Pass Wind Farm.  This resulted in an evaluation of where turbines are placed in the 

landscape and how turbines will interact with bird flight paths.  It also led to several decades of 

investigations and studies to ensure that impacts to wildlife were minimised.   

Today, pre development planning takes into consideration bird movements across the proposed 

wind farm area and turbine locations are amended and altered to reduce any risk to birds.  As part of 

on-going permit conditions imposed by different state governments, follow up monitoring of bird 

and bat impacts are also undertaken.  This is the only industry I am aware of in Australia which 

undertakes post construction monitoring of bird and bat impacts.   

In 2005, Erikson et al. published a study looking at anthropogenic causes of bird mortality and found 

that in American, wind farms accounted for less than 0.01% of all bird deaths (not including natural 

causes).  This leaves more than 99% of human induced bird deaths unmonitored and unaccounted 

for. 

In Australia, our bird and bat mortality rates at wind farms are lower on average than other places in 

the world and in Victoria, specifically, monitoring programs have been known to last for up to 7 

years even with no negative impacts to populations detected, nor with any rare or threatened 

species impacted.   

 



I am proud that the industry I work with undertakes extensive environmental monitoring to 

determine their initial and ongoing impact in the landscape.  I would like to see bird and bat 

monitoring initiated in all developments particularly buildings, power lines and roads which 

combined account for over 80% of anthropogenic bird deaths in the USA.  In fact, if the government 

was to support the bushfire enquiry and move all power lines underground, over 50% of human 

induced bird deaths could potentially be avoided.  I have never found a rare or threatened bird 

impacted at a wind farm, I have found a Brolga, dead under power lines (2014) near a wildlife 

reserve, post mortem examination confirmed electrocution. 

One of the driving forces for the establishment of the Australasian WAW Working Group was the 

need to increase the certainty and to standardise methodology around mortality estimates.  The 

biggest limitation to achieving these goals is the focus by government oversight on compliance of 

permit conditions, rather than on answering the fundamental question of what are the impacts to 

bird and bat populations.  Wind farms are not unique in their impact to birds and bats as Erikson et 

al highlighted in their study.  If we wish to determine the actual impact to bird and bat populations 

from changes in landscape use then holistic studies which include other factors such as power 

transmission and roads also need to be considered.  This responsibility should not be placed unfairly 

on one industry to the exclusion of all others.   

Misinformation and deliberately false data is often presented to me for clarification.  In fact on one 

occasion, an unidentified person attended a meeting of Bird Life in Ballarat and quizzed the group in 

relation to two alleged Brolga deaths at the Leonards Hill Wind Farm in Victoria.  This question raised 

a lot of concern and fear among members who had no prior knowledge of this.  As I had previously 

attended one of these meetings as a guest speaker the president of Ballarat Bird Life was quick to 

investigate with me these allegations.  I can say with full conviction that NO brolga’s have ever killed 

at the Leonards Hill Wind Farm nor anywhere else at wind farms in Australia.  At the time of the 

alleged incident we had a trained conservation dog surveying the site 3 days per week, one of the 

most intensive studies done at a wind farm in Australia.  There were NO recorded bird deaths at 

Leonards Hill Wind Farm during the monitoring program which is consistent with other small wind 

farms around the world.  The question was proposed at the meeting by an unknown visitor who left 

before the meeting finished.  This was deliberately misleading and an attempt to create unjustified 

community anger.   This form of scare mongering is not an isolated event. 

In order to address the lack of factual information available on wind energy and wildlife impacts, the 

Australasian WAW working group held a conference in 2012 and invited submissions from 

government, industry, community and consultants to present studies relating to wind farms and 

wildlife impacts.  This conference was funded and run by consultants volunteering their time and 

energy to improve knowledge sharing and understanding in a misunderstood sector.   

As a scientist and working as an independent consultant to develop, implement and evaluate bird 

and bat impact studies, I maintain my scientific work ethic, that is, to be scientifically sound, morally 

ethical and unbiased.  In doing so I wish to incorporate key learnings from past studies I have 

undertaken and from knowledge gained by others in my industry into each new study to increase 

our understanding and to reduce uncertainty surrounding estimation of bird and bat impacts.  My 

capacity to do this is undermined by the negative and more often false information portrayed 

around wind farms and bird impacts, by the hostile political environment within which the industry 

must operate and by the reluctance of the government to facilitate knowledge sharing and 

standardised methodologies.   



 

In summary,  

 Impacts to birds and bats at wind farms in Australia are similar and on average lower than 

other countries around the world. 

 Wind farm bird deaths account for less than 0.01% of all human induced bird deaths in the 

USA (Erikson et al 2005) and best estimates would be similar in Australia. 

 Consultants and scientists in Australia are working together with the global Wind and 

Wildlife community to improve methodology and certainty in impact estimates and are 

doing so with no other driver then for that of scientific excellence and knowledge building. 

 The Federal Governments anti wind farm agenda reduces certainty in the sector and 

prevents growth, knowledge sharing and improvements to scientific methodologies.   

 No other industry in Australia must undertake such vigorous monitoring of bird and bat 

impacts despite other industries contributing significantly more, sometimes in the 

magnitude of 100 to 1000 times more, to human induced bird deaths. 

 Current monitoring programs are collecting a wealth of information about bird movements 

and numbers in the landscape and the government has failed to facilitate knowledge sharing 

between industry, consultants, governments and the community relying on professional 

volunteers to drive industry learning.   

 

I thank for your time in reading and incorporating my submission into your decision making.  I hope 

this is the last Wind Inquiry that is undertaken by the federal government given that good 

governance and a good policy framework for wind farms is a better allocation of tax payer money 

then further time stalling strategies.   

 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you would like further clarification on the issues surrounding 

wind farms and wildlife impacts.  References mentioned are listed below. 

 

Emma Bennett 
B.FSc (hons) B.Sc (Ecology) 

Senior Ecologist/ Director 
Elmoby Ecology 
 

PO Box 13 
Talbot VIC 3371 
0423 206 352 
 

elmobyecology@gmail.com 
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