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INTRODUCTION 
Thank you for the opportunity to speak to you today and offer the Australian Wind Alliance’s 
response to the application to modify permit conditions for the Lal Lal Wind Farm.  

ABOUT AWA 
The Australian Wind Alliance is an advocacy group for wind power that represents the views 
of the community. We have over 700 members who are farmers, wind workers, local small 
businesses and environmental supporters. We support wind energy not only for its 
environmental and climate benefits but also for the once-in-a-generation economic benefits 
that wind farms deliver for local communities and for Australia’s rural and regional 
economies. 

Summary 
We note that this Panel is concerned only with the permit conditions that this application 
seeks to modify, and is not conducting a re-examination of the original permit. For this 
reason, I will restrict my comments to these permit conditions only. 
 
While the height of the towers and scope of the blades is to increase, the reduction in the 
number of turbines results, arguably, in a reduced impact of the project. All changes to 
layout of infrastructure are located within the existing boundaries of the wind farm. The 
associated ancillary changes are of a minor nature. 
 
We are satisfied that these modifications improve the viability and workability of the project 
and do not adversely affect the local community. Indeed, we believe that these 
improvements to the project will both increase the supply of renewable energy and increase 
the benefits for the local community. We support the modifications and recommend the 
Panel do so as well. 
 

PUBLIC SUPPORT 
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We are pleased to be speaking in support of the modification today and more broadly, in 
support of the project itself. It is usual in these planning processes that the voices heard are 
predominantly those of objectors and people with concerns. However it should be noted that 
of the 257 written submissions regarding these modifications, a significant proportion - 111 - 
were supportive. Many of these submitters were members and supporters of our group and 
many of them came from Ballarat, Buninyong and Lal Lal. However, very few of these 
supportive voices have been heard in this hearing. At least one of the submitters from the 
proximity of the wind farm has chosen to keep his head down and avoid the controversy that 
often accompanies discussion of wind farm projects at forums such as this one. A large part 
of AWA’s role is to represent people like this man. 
 
While no similar data is available for Victoria, the most recent NSW government survey of 
community attitudes to wind farms, released in April this year, found that support for wind 
energy in regional NSW was very strong at 73%. Across the state that support was higher at 
81% and when asked if people would still support a wind farm if it was built within 1 - 2 km of 
their home a significant 59% still expressed support. While the Hearing list for this Panel had 
few supporters, the Panel should feel confident that that support does exist and that 
approval of this modification will be welcomed by many in the community. 

CLEAN ENERGY 
The modifications sought in this application will allow the Lal Lal Wind Farm to significantly 
increase the amount of clean electricity it generates. Even allowing for fewer turbines, the 
increased blade length will allow a 50% increase in generated power, and a 50% increase in 
the number of average houses powered from 61,000 to 94,000. Together with Mount Mercer 
and Waubra Wind Farms, the Ballarat region is becoming a significant exporter of wind 
power to Western Victoria. 
 
The federal Renewable Energy Target will require something in the order of 2,000 MW of 
new renewable energy capacity for the next three years to meet the 33,000 gigawatt hour 
target by 2020. Alongside that, the Victorian Renewable Energy Target will require 
approximately 300MW of wind farms for each of the next nine years to reach its target of 
40% by 2025. These are significant targets that will require a strong pipeline of new projects.  
 
The approximately 200 MW of this project would be an important contributor to the 
attainment of the federal and Victorian Renewable Energy Targets. 
 

The increase in the length of the turbine blades is very much in keeping with the trend 
towards increased efficiency in new wind farms around the world. Approval of this 
modification will help ensure that new wind farms in Victoria are using the most up to date 
technologies and providing the cheapest possible electricity from wind farms. 
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LOCAL BENEFITS 
The Lal Lal Wind Farm is a substantial project that should create around 150-200 direct jobs 
during construction, many of them local, with a much higher number of indirect jobs in the 
immediate and Ballarat region. The operation phase should generate 15 to 20 ongoing jobs. 
Of this total, around $30 million is expected to flow directly to the local community during 
construction through local employment and contracting of services from local businesses. 
We urge the proponent to maximise their use of these local businesses. 
 
We also urge the proponent and their turbine supplier to give strong consideration to the 
purchase of Australian-manufactured wind towers. There are two manufacturers still 
producing wind towers in Australia using Australian steel - one in Victoria and one in South 
Australia. If we want to make sure Australia has a steel industry into the future then wind 
farms are a significant potential market. According to our calculations, the steel required for 
the 60 towers of this project is equal to about 3 submarines! 
 
We also note that a wind farm with a greater generation capacity will also pay a larger 
amount of income in lieu of rates to the Moorabool Shire every year, increasing 30% from 
$228,000 to $299,000 per annum. 
 

Members’ experience of living next to wind farms 
We have around 100 members who either host wind turbines on their land or hope to host 
turbines at some point in the future. Without exception, those members who host turbines on 
their land are comfortable with the changes that the turbines bring, both visually and aurally. 
Often, these farmers live within 1km of the nearest turbine - closer than any non-involved 
landholders in the Lal Lal project - and have several turbines within 2km of their place of 
residence. 
 
As discussed at the Hearing, I draw your attention to personal testimonials of farmers who 
live near the Waubra Wind Farm. Note that these videos have been recorded independently 
of the wind farm company involved. 
 

● Lawrence & Kerryn Gallagher - host landholders -  800m from nearest turbine, 7 
turbines within 1km, 23 turbines within 2km https://youtu.be/BOtDdt_FGMA 

● Ken Ewing - host landholder - 800m from nearest turbine, 5 turbines within 2km 
https://youtu.be/42NGalr7NN0 

● Rod Brennan - neighbour - 750m from nearest turbine, 5 within 2km 
https://youtu.be/P97TCWKRXZk 

● David Clark - neighbour - 800m from nearest turbine, 8 within 2km 
https://youtu.be/L4ZbrYm6AZM 

 
Further videos are available at - http://www.windalliance.org.au/waubra-videos 
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Ongoing wind farm noise monitoring 
AWA is aware of a proposal from local residences for ongoing monitoring of wind farm noise 
by an independent body like the Victorian Environmental Protection Authority.  
 
Typically, the usual compliance approach of pre-construction monitoring to establish 
background noise profiles, followed by post-construction monitoring to ensure noise 
guidelines are being observed has been shown to be a robust method. Where this method 
has been double-checked, such as at Waterloo Wind Farm in South Australia, the original 
monitoring has been shown to be sound. 
 
It is important, however, that wind farm neighbours be as confident as possible in noise 
monitoring and as such we would support a body such as the Victorian EPA conducting 
post-construction monitoring.  

Conclusion 
In conclusion, we believe the modifications proposed to this project are modest and 
represent an improvement to the approved project. We urge the Panel to support these 
modifications and recommend to the Minister that they be accepted. 
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http://www.epa.sa.gov.au/environmental_info/noise/types_of_noise/wind_farms/waterloo_wind_farm_environmental_noise_study

