Translation of article from Enas kai Enas by Kathryn Price:

TOO TOUGH TO LOVE?

[Above the article]

The police of Los Angeles are photographed with the animals they have saved from the street and the Voice for the Animals Foundation presents them in its calendar.

By Eleni Fotari

Photographs: David Newey

Every day they face criminals, sellers and users of narcotics, gangs, and every type of law-breaker.  They carry weapons, they risk their lives, they’re tough.  In spite of all that they open their hearts and homes to homeless, abused animals that they meet on the streets or adopt others from shelters and rescue them from being put down.  As their example and inspiration the police officers of Los Angeles have the Chief of Police, Charlie Beck.  The Chief and his wife Cindy have saved many four-footed animals.  Six years ago they found two puppies wandering the streets and adopted them.  One of them, Handsome, was so fearful of people that he couldn’t be given to a home.  They understood his idiosyncrasy and devoted themselves to him.  They also have Daisy, a small dog from a shelter, who was about to be “put to sleep” because she was very ill.  The Becks shouldered her medical care, and in fact, named her Daisy because she was so close to “pushing up the daisies.”  On their property other dogs also, as well as a cat, and horses, have found a refuge.
[Accompanying the picture of Charlie Beck & his wife]  The Chief of Police, Charlie Beck and his wife Cindy have saved many four-footed animals.

[Accompanying the picture of Officer Landau]  Officer Chela Landau has adopted four splendid dogs.  She found Arizona hit by a car; her left leg was dangling and she had lost one eye.  Claire had just given birth on the street.  She is the gentlest dog who for years has accompanied Chela to Children’s Hospital where they visit with sick little ones.  The Dept. of Animal Services had taken in giant Dunstan where Chela found him and noted that he had to undergo an extensive operation on his hip.  Cisco was rescued by Chela just before he was to be euthanized.

[Accompanying the picture of Officer Angulo]  Officer Jose Angulo is a veteran of the LAPD Animal cruelty Unit.  He is shown with Peanut, Pickle, Pepper, and Pork Chop, his four-footed children, as he calls them whom he saved from certain death.
[Accompanying the picture of Detective Amarantos]  Detective Denos Amarantos and his daughter were distraught over the death of their beloved dog.  They went for a ride on his Harley, and passing outside an animal shelter, they decided to stop.  In the midst of a sea of dogs they spotted one with the largest head they’d ever seen.  It was fated.  They named him Harley, and he has become a much loved member of the family and a terrific companion for Lulu, the pug that the detective also had rescued from a shelter.
[Also with Detective Amarantos is a quotation from the article.]  “They carry weapons, they risk their lives, they’re tough.  In spite of all that, they open their hearts and homes to homeless, abused animls.”

[Accompanying the picture of Officer Stevens]  The police had pinpointed a general location for a suspect and had surrounded the area.  However, a stray black Border collie was insistently barking at a parked car.  Approaching, the officers discovered the suspect under the car and arrested him.  They decided that the dog deserved a home.  Officer Scott Stevens observed that she was limping.  His veterinarian told him that she had been hit by a car.  Scott named her T.C. for “traffic collision” and from that time forward they’ve been inseparable.
[Accompanying the picture of Officer Bailey]  Officer Felicia Bailey saved Jordan, who was wandering the streets starving and dehydrated.  Now he is the happiest dog, and he shows it!

[Accompanying the picture of Lieutenant Day]  The police had information about an illegal breeder.  Going to the place they were confronted with dogs in miserable condition, weakened by hunger and disease.  Lt. Mark Day, overwhelmed, approached a German shepherd.  “Joules was so thin you could count her bones.  I didn’t plan to keep her but became so attached that I couldn’t give her up,” he says, embracing her.
[Accompanying the picture of Officer Sage]  The police had entered a gang’s hideout and begun arrests.  Officer Eric Sage saw a large dog with a ten-pound weight tied to her neck; the gang was training her for dogfights.  Eric took care of her and gave her the name Silver, and they’ve lived together for seven years.  Eric says that he’s never seen a more cheerful dog.

[Accompanying the picture of Officer Bauman]  Officer Tammie Bauman acquired Alabama from a drug addict who had been arrested and had begged her to take his dog.  Bimbo and the pit-bull Hoagie, both found in tragic circumstances on the street, were added to the family.

[Accompanying the picture of Officer Kellogg]  Officer Eddie Kellogg adopted Norman, a donkey that had lived for a long time at a refuge with 700 other donkeys.  No one wanted to adopt him because an old injury to his front leg had lamed him.

[Accompanying the picture of Officer Chiantaretto]  Officer Jeff Chiantaretto was on patrol when he encountered a family with two homeless children, one of whom was disabled.  When he notified the Welfare Department, the children begged him to take their dog.  How could he say no to them?  He promised that he would keep him forever.  Moose, the tiny Chihuahua, has become the companion of both Jeff and Vladamir, a huge German Shepherd, that Jeff rescued from the streets many years ago.
[Accompanying the picture of Lt. Neiman]  Lieutenant Andrew Neiman rescued Zoe from a shelter and adopted Duke, an English Mastiff, that he found chained up to a concrete patio.

[At the bottom of the article in yellow]  David Newey, a professional photographer in LA agreed to take the photographs for the calendar gratis for the VFTA Foundation.  “I like to take portraits and wanted to stress the unique relationship which these people have with their animals, while they were looking, nevertheless, at the lens without paying attention to the animals,” he declares.  You can see his photos of concerts, landscapes, the theater, and portraits at dnewey.smugmug.com.
You can order the calendar with David Newey’s photographs at www.rescuedbythelapd.org or by email at rescuedbythelapd@vftafoundation.org.  All profits will be used for support of the foundation.  VFTA organizes programs on spay/neuter and education, promotes animal welfare, holds adoptions, and has a hotline for advice and tips about animal abuse and animals in danger.  The “soul” of this foundation is a Greek, Melya Kaplan.  In 2014 a new calendar will be published with new stories of officers who have saved and adopted animals.
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