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Hello  -- 

EVENT SUCCESS! 

Big Deal: Is our democracy for sale? The response to our film and Q&A event was 
staggering! Thank you all so much. We sold 274 tickets to the film and about 150 
logged in for the Q&A forum. The $3,000 raised also helps us with more printing and 
operational costs. 

Feedback after the event confirmed the success - some of you wanted a longer Q&A 
but most felt that the format and content was spot on as well as frank, honest and 
refreshing. Participants also really enjoyed feeling like they were "part of a private 
Four Corners episode"! 

An MP News article covered the event well including some of the attendee 
feedback: Voices online to 'restore participatory democracy' 

PS: If you missed the Q&A, click here for the recording. You'll hear clarification 
about AEC regulations re VMP funding as well as about lies in politics, the media's 
role (good and bad!) and more. 

If you want to see the Big Deal, #Our Democracy is screening it soon. You can 
register here. (Excellent Q&A panel too.) 



The next VMP event will be announced soon. 

  

KITCHEN TABLE CONVERSATIONS (KTCs) 

Events are focused on the issues important to you as indicated by the online KTCs 
we're holding regularly. All information gathered is anonymous and remains 
confidential. In fact, if you want a private KTC with a group of friends (approx 6 
people) you can book out an event or schedule one privately with us. Book here or 
by email: voicesofmorningtonpeninsula@gmail.com 

  

HELP! --WE CAN'T DECIDE 

VMP wants a tagline (like "Your vote counts") - something that embodies our values 
and beliefs as well as helping people understand what we're all about. A bit of a tall 
order in a few words but if we can get close, that would be great. Here's a quick 
anonymous poll. Can you please tell us which ones resonate with you (maximum of 3 
favourites)? 

Cast your vote here! 

  

VMP HUBS 

We have groups right across the Peninsula who get together regularly to help people 
understand how to help us shift to a fair and participatory democracy and to ensure 
all our voices are heard. For ease of reference the hubs are based on the council 
wards - Nepean, Seawinds, Briars, Watson, Cerberus and Briars. 

 

The hubs are run by friendly locals and everyone is welcome. All we ask is that 
you sign up as a member first (and fill out the volunteer form if you like) then we 
can introduce you to people in your area. Of course, if you are time poor you can also 
become a member without being a hub participant. 

  



IN THE NEWS 

You've probably seen that independents, the 'Voices of' groups and other hot topics have 
garnered much interest lately especially on the issue of integrity and truth in politics. We've listed 
a few articles below in case you missed them plus a podcast by Michelle Grattan. 

  

SPREAD THE WORD  

T-shirts have been flying off the shelves. We can't go too many places but there's the 
supermarket, the park and daily walks. Slip on a tee, put a bumper sticker on your car and go 
where you can. You can also help deliver flyers as you're taking Fido out so let us know if you can 
"walk the talk". 

 

Stickers $2  Tees $35   Super quality (and stylish!), organic, fair trade. 

  

WHY INDEPENDENT? 

One of our frequently asked questions is how independents make a difference. Here's a snapshot 
sourced from 'The voices of independents being heard and aiming high' by Kim Wingerei. 
(Source: johnmenadue.com) 

"According to McGowan, the common ground between the Voices Of groups is the commitment 
to address each issue on merit. “Having a seat at the table” makes all the difference, she says, 
offering many examples of how independents help to improve legislation as it goes through the 
various stages of the Parliamentary process. 

She points to how Steggall has fundamentally changed the debate in Parliament about climate 
action, and how Haines’ private member’s bill is now the benchmark for the pending legislation 
on an integrity commission. Long term independent Wilkie has been an important driver for 
holding the casino industry to account throughout his period in Parliament." 

  

MEMBER PROFILE 



VMP is all about community. The organisation was founded by concerned community members. 
It's run by community volunteers. We thought you might like to meet some of them, starting with 
Susan and her indoor cat, Baxter. 

Share this newsletter with friends and family. Encourage everyone you know to join us and 
participate in our democracy to make a difference in our community. Politics doesn't have to be 
lies, spin and nastiness. We can do things differently. It's as simple as going to our website 
and signing up.  

  

TOPIC: Independents and integrity  

"Integrity in politics is the very minimum the people 
deserve..."                                                                      Kim, VMP Member 

The Conversation 
Politics with Michelle Grattan: The push to run independents on issues of climate and 
integrity 
Michelle Grattan discusses the rise of independent candidates in the 2022 federal election and 
how their campaigns will be helped by a big war chest and plenty of strategic advice. 
______________ 
Scott Morrison deliberately deceived france with sub deal, Malcolm Turnbull  SBS News 
_______________ 



NSW Premier Gladys Berejikliam resigns after ICAC announces investigation into 
relationship with Daryl Maguire  ABC News 

_______________ 

And finally, some books you might be interested in. Support your local bookshop and give them a 
call. 

 

  

Facebook   Twitter   Instagram 
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