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That’s a wrap!
What a truly memorable year for Voices of Mornington Peninsula. Our amazing
team of volunteers have worked incredibly hard, and this has culminated in the
endorsement of an outstanding community-backed Independent candidate -
Claire Boardman.

Since registering VMP as a not-for-profit organisation in late February 2021:

635 people have signed up to support VMP with 270 being paid up
members
200 residents have completed our online survey
125 residents have participated in 29 Kitchen Table Conversations
65 residents have volunteered their time and skills to VMP

In a year of rolling lockdowns, we hosted three major online events with around
500 registrations.

We were joined by Cathy McGowan (former Federal member for Indi) and
John Hewson (former Liberal Party leader 1990-1994) for VMP’s online
launch in June.
‘Big Deal’ film director Craig Reucassel, ABC Foreign Correspondent Eric
Campbell and Warringah Independent MP Zali Steggall AOM joined in a
‘Big Deal’ Q&A to discuss genuine political representation and
transparency into financial political donations.
Finally, VMP hosted the ‘Strong Female Lead’ online panel discussion
with Writer & Director Tosca Looby and a panel of women leaders
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including March4Justice Founder Janine Hendry and Women’s Rights
Convenor Joanna Haytor AO.

 

VMP is truly a grassroots campaign with no paid staff. Everything we have
been able to achieve to date is due to the passion, heart and generosity of
local residents united in their vision for an Australia that celebrates
participation and demands better of our democracy. Thank you all for
everything you have done over the past nine months. We are excited to
launch into 2022 with a community-backed Independent candidate to
support.

 

A message from Claire Boardman
Hello VMP members and supporters. Just a quick update for the
newsletter to thank you for the kind words of support and interest
from many of you in the next steps of the campaign which is very
much in the planning phase.

Since the official VMP endorsement work has been well under
way for the development of the Claire4Flinders website which is
coming along nicely and the development of a structure that
supports all the critical functions of a strong campaign team. (a
shout out and thanks to Tracey Swadling for her work and
assistance on the website in a whirlwind first week!)  

I’m planning the next steps carefully in an uncertain and
challenging environment that we are all navigating through and
trust that you stay safe and well.

In this busy time of year as people are making plans for the
festive season and perhaps even heading off on holidays
(goodness imagine taking a road trip longer than 2 hours!), I will
be taking the time to work through the next steps of the campaign.
Critical to the success of a grass roots, voices lead campaign is
the mobilisation of community members. This is an invitation and
a callout to potential volunteers that would like to join me in
creating a strong Flinders voice.

If you can spare a couple of hours or even come along for the
entire campaign, I’d like to hear from you as we build the
foundations for a strong start to 2022. Head over to the



Claire4Flinders website, listen to the short video message and
register your interest to be part of the change.

See you in 2022!

Kindest regards,

Claire

Claire4Flinders

Join the Claire4Flinders campaign!
Claire Boardman is gearing up for her #Claire4Flinders campaign and will
need the support of our community to make this happen. Please head to
Claire’s website to register your interest in volunteering. Your commitment
can be as simple as putting up a poster in your home, through to working in
Claire’s campaign office or leading a group of like-minded locals.

By signing up to volunteer for Claire’s campaign you’ll be the first to hear
from Claire’s team in the new year.

 

Setting the Record Straight
The federal government has made misleading claims about the Voices
movement. Scott Morrison declared the movement as the “voices of Labor”, and
later said Voices were “the hard core of the hard left”. Tim Wilson questioned
whether Voices are a “disguised political party”.

It is important that we set the record straight.

Voices of Mornington Peninsula (VMP) is not a political party. VMP is a not-for-
profit organisation driven by dedicated local volunteers who want to see a return
to a participatory democracy. We believe in the strength of community to effect
positive change.

The Voices movement began in the electorate of Indi in 2013. There are now
Voices groups in 35 electorates around Australia. Each group began by listening
to their community through a series of Kitchen Table Conversations.

Click here to
watch Claire's
video message
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VMP’s Kitchen Table Conversations (KTCs) are bringing residents together to
talk about their concerns. These conversations have made it clear that residents
don’t feel well represented in any level of government. They feel their voice –
and their vote – does not count. This has made many people in our community
feel disconnected from politics.

The findings from our ‘Kitchen Table Conversations’ and surveys will be used to
ensure our independent Federal, State and Local candidates represent our
views.

Together, we are using our voices to demand action on issues that matter
to us: climate action, housing crisis, aged care, refugees, First Nations
and other social justice issues.

Our plan is to host many more KTCs over the summer holidays. If you’d
like to host or attend a KTC, please get in touch by replying to this email.
Early next year, we will share the findings with all VMP members, including
Claire Boardman.

 

Update from the VMP Board
In recent weeks, both Louise Page and Sean Willmore stepped down from their
positions on the Board to focus on their families and have a well-deserved rest,
but each remain important members of VMP. A huge and heartfelt thanks to both
Louise and Sean for their incredible contribution and we note much of the
success of VMP is due to their legacy.

In keeping with our constitution, Adrian Burrage and Janelle Magee have invited
Meike Suggars, Nick Arnott and Kim Robbins to join the Board as Directors to fill
these vacancies up until the next AGM.  Janelle and Meike have accepted the
appointment of Co-Chair positions. Janelle will continue in her role as Secretary.
You can learn more about our current Directors here.

VMP will hold our inaugural AGM in early 2022 (details to follow) and members
will be able to vote on the appointment of Directors. Current and future VMP
members are invited to consider nominating themselves for a board position. 

 

What’s next?
January will be a period of building momentum and fundraising to help raise
Claire’s profile as she officially launches her campaign for the seat of
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Flinders.

As always, VMP will continue to listen to our community via KTC’s and
surveys to ensure your voices are heard by our elected representatives.

As we move closer to the election, we know that many of our VMP members
and supporters will become involved in campaign efforts.

Be sure to visit Claire’s website and register your interest in supporting
her as a campaign volunteer.

 

Please enjoy a well-deserved rest over the holiday period because 2022 is
going to be electrifying!

Happy holidays!

from the Board - Meike, Janelle, Adrian, Kim and Nick

Voices of Mornington Peninsula 
 http://www.voicesofmornpen.org.au/
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