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Protect our democracy by
protecting your vote.

President’s Report
This 2017 annual report
covers from the last AGM
of Australians For Honest
Elections on 7th October
2016.

voteaustralia.org.au.
Our old website
afhe.org.au will remain live for a while.
First National Conference on Electoral
Reform

Other activities during 2017
We lodged two submissions (6 and 192)
with the Joint Standing Committee on
Electoral Matters, as part of its enquiry
into the conduct of the 2016 federal
election. Both submissions can be read on
the committee’s website at aph.gov.au.

Two major
activities
occurred during the year: The re-branding
of Australians For Honest Elections to Vote
Australia and our First National Conference
on Electoral Reform.
Both were necessary so we can become
more effective in getting our message to
the voting public. It has never been a
more important time in our history
because there is huge distrust of politicians
and apathy about the political system.
Such an environment helps vote fraud to
go unnoticed, robbing the people of a fair
vote.
Why Vote Australia?
Political advocacy is becoming increasingly
competitive and the new name is
considered to have more ‘cut-through’
appeal. Our aim is not only to reform the
law to prevent vote fraud, but to educate
the public about electoral issues that affect
them.
As part of our re-branding, we launched a
new website that has been designed to
attract public support and in turn force the
politicians to reform the law. The new
website
can
be
located
at

aspects of electoral processes and Bob
Patching spoke with an insiders
perspective as a former senior official in
the Australian Electoral Commission.

The conference was held on 2nd August
2017 at the Parliament of NSW. About 80
people attended to hear nine speakers
share their knowledge and experiences.
Our Vice President, Bruce Kirkpatrick OAM,
gave us an overview of the history of
efforts to prevent vote fraud in Australia
and I gave a short talk on the realities and
consequences of vote fraud.
Keynote speaker Malcolm Mackerras AO
spoke with his established authority on the
subject of elections. Mark Latham, a
former leader of the Labor Party, gave us a
unique insight into the conduct of
elections and some of the personalities he
worked with. Ross Cameron, a former
Liberal Party MP, gave us an entertaining
perspective on vote fraud in the USA
before the 2016 Presidential election.
Professor David Flint AM spoke with his
usual eloquence and expertise about our
democratic heritage and the Constitutional

The SSM Plebiscite was vulnerable to
several aspects of vote fraud and I
engaged in correspondence with the
Australian Bureau of Statistics about how
the votes would be counted and what
scrutineering procedures were put in
place. Unfortunately I have not yet got
satisfactory responses.
The Parliament of NSW passed the

Electoral Bill 2017 on 22nd November
2017, which was assented to on 30th
November 2017. It is grossly inadequate in
many respects, including that it does not
address the important issue of voter ID,
which was a recommendation of its Joint
Standing Committee on Electoral Matters
in November 2016.

As part of our ongoing lobbying and
educational activities, we gave a variety of
one-page Briefing Notes to MPs,
journalists and others on various aspects
of Vote Frauds.
A big Thank You

I would like to thank the committee and
members for their support throughout
the year. Together we will achieve the
aims we have set for success.
Lex Stewart

