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Cathy McGowan campaigner lives in Darwin but voted
in Indi

A LEADER of the successful campaign to elect independent candidate Cathy
McGowan, her nephew Ben McGowan, voted for her in the rural Victorian seat
despite having moved to Darwin, about 4000km away.

Mr McGowan 28, had relocated to the Northern Territory two months before the
federal election. Prior to the move, he had been keeping a residence in
Melbourne’s Fitzroy, and was working in western Victoria, both outside the
electorate of Indi, which is now held by his aunt. He had not lived in Indi for
several years.

The electoral circumstances of leadership figures such as Mr McGowan will fuel
Liberal concerns that an “organised operation” featuring enrolment fraud may
have contributed to the defeat of the Liberal incumbent since 2001, Sophie
Mirabella. The margin of 439 votes separating Mrs Mirabella and Ms McGowan
has heightened the concerns.

Mr McGowan told The Aus tralian yesterday he did not believe he had done
anything wrong.

As a result of an investigation by The Australian, the Electoral Commission has
begun a preliminary probe into alleged enrolment fraud in which an unknown
number of supporters of Ms McGowan switched from seats in Melbourne to the
seat of Indi before the September 7 poll. The probe is currently examining at
least 20 cases and the number is expected to rise.

Many of the supporters became Voice for Indi campaigners, brought together
months before the election by the efforts of Mr McGowan and other “Indi
expats” such as his Fitzroy neighbour Cambell Klose.

“We never had a strategic conversation about this sort of thing (false
enrolment),” Mr McGowan said yesterday. “People make their own choices
about where they are enrolled to vote and we never had a conversation about
strategically changing their address. I have not up till now considered the
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legalities of where I register my permanent address and that includes where I am
enrolled to date. It is an important consideration and I would say that I have not
done anything dishonest.”

Asked about the identification of a pattern of enrolment switches from seats in
Melbourne to Indi by Ms McGowan’s supporters, a number of whom were
known Mr McGowan, he said he did not know about it. “There was no concerted
effort to do it,’’ he said.

Mr McGowan said he grew up in Indi and regarded the family farm as his home,
“but I have not considered until now the legalities of where I should vote.

“I feel comfortable with my enrolment but like most people I probably didn’t
consider if it was within the letter of the law.

“If the Australian Electoral Commission is interested in my case, I will wait to
hear.”

The AEC has said its probe could lead to a referral to Australian Federal Police.
Ms McGowan has welcomed the AEC probe.


