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Greetings from the Capitol 
As your state representative, I want yo keep you informed about 
what’s going on at the Capitol -  through my Friday newsletter! 
Session kicked off this week with Governor Mary Fallin’s State of 
the State address. She outlined her budget proposals and legislative 
priorities for this upcoming session, and now it’s time to get down 
to business.  In Fallin’s speech, she mentioned eliminating grocery 
and corporate income taxes, and increasing the motor fuel and 
cigarette taxes. Voters in November sent a clear message that 
raising taxes - even for worthy causes - was not a route they want 
to take.  It’s now up to the House and the Senate to evaluate 
Fallin's proposals and weigh them against the will of the people we 
represent.

This week also marked the beginning of committee meeting. 
These committees allow lawmakers to fine-tune legislation before 
it reaches the full chamber.  For my committees, we heard bill 
about abortion, living wills, and tax credits.

We have a busy session coming up, and I want to hear from my 
constituents. We need to dig deep and brainstorm solutions to the 
many issues that plague our state. Please contact my office by 
calling 405-557-7359 or by emailing me at Carol.Bush@okhouse.gov.
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House Bill 1384 

My own bill!  This bill essentially 
makes it easier for state agencies 
to provide counseling services to 
employees who need it.  I know 
we have state workers who are 
facing traumatic situations every 
day and we need to ensure they 
have access to the counseling 
they desire. 

House Bill 1468 

House Bill 1468 would eliminate 
the current 12-year statute of 
limitations and allow charges to 
be filed against an alleged 
perpetrator until the victim 
reaches his or her 45th birthday.  
The bill advanced on a vote of 
10-0. 

“By passing this law, you will be 
helping not only those who have 
been abused in the past but 
children who are being abused 
right now,” said Ginger Lewis, a 
Tulsa advocate for child-abuse 
victims and a survivor herself. 

Lewis told the Criminal Justice 
and Corrections Committee that 
the two of them were adults 
before they could tell anyone 
what had happened to them as 
children. The age 45 cut-off is a 
compromise between current 
law and removing the statute of 
limitations altogether. 

IN THE LOOP 
Representative Carol Bush, House District 70
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HB1482 - Protecting Children from Drugs & 
the Public from Deception 

State Rep. Tim Downing co-authored House Bill 1482 by Rep. Scott 
Biggs, which passed the House Judiciary – Criminal Justice & 
Corrections Committee with a vote of 11-1 this morning.  The bill will 
protect children and locations where children are targeted.  Drug 
crimes involving children will still be a felony, and can still be charged 
as a misdemeanor by discretion. Other options will still be available as 
well, including drug court and deferred or suspended sentences. 

The Attorney General’s Office found the language of SQ780, which did 
not mention children on target locations, was insufficient to explain the 
effect and proposed corrective language to include explanation that 
felonies would be reduced to misdemeanors for possession “within 
1,000 feet of a public or private school or public park” and “in the 
presence of a child under the age of twelve.” 

Rather than agree the public should know how the proposal would 
radically affect our children, the petitioner challenged the corrected 
language before the Oklahoma Supreme Court, claiming the ballot title 
focused on portions of the law “which evoke emotionally charged 
responses” which included “possessing drugs within 1,000 feet of a 
public or private school or public park and possessing drugs in the 
presence of children under the age of twelve”.  The Oklahoma Supreme 
Court ruled in favor of SQ780 proponents, and rewrote the ballot title, 
but likewise made no mention of children or locations where children 
are targets, which is ultimately the language the voters had before them 
in the ballot box.  The AG went a step further following this decision 
and filed a petition with the Oklahoma Supreme Court urging the court 
on the importance of informing the public about the impact on children 
as well as other effects not mentioned in the ballot title. 

In a final plea the brief stated, “the proponents do not want the public 
to know exactly what this measure does to our drug laws because they 
believe if the public knows, the public will reject the measure.” The full 
record of these proceedings and the intentional elimination of 
references to children and schools 
can be found at the Secretary of 
State website: https://
www.sos.ok.gov/documents/
questions/780.pdf 

The next opportunity for citizens to 
vote on a ballot issue is November 
2018, and all groups including those 
who initiated SQ780 would be 
allowed to present another question 
to the voters at that time.
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Committee to 
Receive Report of 
Big Savings to 
Taxpayers 

2016 fiscal year = $76 million 
in savings  
A House committee is 
preparing to take testimony 
showing the yearly cost to 
Oklahoma taxpayers has 
decreased by millions of dollars 
as a result of reforms to the 
state's purchasing laws. 

On Wednesday, OK State 
Purchasing Director Ferris 
Barger will provide his most 
recent savings report to House 
Government Modernization 
Committee members. Barger's 
report is a result of past 
legislative purchasing reforms 
sponsored in response to an 
audit of OK's purchasing 
agency - sought to refocus the 
agency on managing and 
driving down the cost of items 
that are commonly used by 
state agencies. The reforms also 
require the release of an annual 
savings report so the 
Legislature can track the 
implementation of the savings 
effort. 

Barger's testimony will take 
place during the committee's 
10:30 a.m. meeting. Listen live 
on the Internet. 
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