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Property Reduction Program 
The Government Modernization Committee said Thursday that 
more than 3.1 million dollars has now been generated through a 
program of inventorying and selling underutilized state 
government properties.

Oklahoma's Capital Assets Administrator Dan Ross told 
committee members that much of the proceeds from the sales 
have been used to repair and maintain the roofs of three 
Department of Corrections facilities including the Oklahoma 
State Penitentiary at McAlester.  The program is part of state 
government's ongoing government modernization effort to 
identify and return the underutilized properties to the private 
sector.

Ross told committee members that taxpayers are experiencing 
added savings from not having to maintain the underutilized 
properties.

Under the state asset reduction program, more than 362,000 
square feet of owned and leased space have been removed from 
state custody.  Additional benefit occurs as upon transfer to the 
private sector the liquidated properties become tax producers and 
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House Bill 1468 

Authored by Rep. Kevin McDugle 
and myself, extends the statute 
of limitations for certain crimes 
against children from 12 years 
after the crime to up until the 
victims 45th birthday. The bill 
passed committee by a vote of 
10 to 0. 

House Bill 1482 

Authored by Rep. Downing, Rep. 
Sanders, Rep. Osborn and Rep. 
Biggs, seeks to make it a felony 
to possess, sell or purchase 
illegal drugs 1,000 feet around a 
day care, public or private 
elementary or secondary school, 
public vocational school, public 
or private college or university, 
or other institution of higher 
education, church, recreation 
center or public park, including 
state parks, fair grounds and 
recreation areas or in the 
presence of any child under 
twelve years of age. The bill 
passed committee by a vote of 
11 to 1. 

House Bill 1326 

Authored by Rep. Casey 
Murdock, seeks to prohibit 
unmanned aircraft over private 
agricultural property. The bill 
passed committee by a vote of 
10 to 0.
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benefit local school districts whereas prior to transfer they were tax 
exempt.

The real property hearing is one of a series by the House Government 
Modernization Committee as they seek to provide oversight to the 
various ongoing state government modernization and efficiency 
initiatives. 

Talihina Veteran Center Relocation  

Late Wednesday, the Senate Appropriations Committee approved 
legislation 30-10 to pursue possible relocation of the Talihina Veterans’ 
Center. Navy veteran and Chairman of the Senate Veterans 
Committee, Sen. Frank Simpson, authored Senate Bill 544, filed after 
questionable deaths of two center residents in the last five months. 

SB 544 directs and authorizes the Oklahoma Department of Veterans 
Affairs (ODVA) to pursue possible relocation of the facility to another 
location that meets the requirements of the United States 
Department of Veterans Affairs as a State Veterans' Home.

There are many problems at the nearly 100-year-old Talihina Center 
which was never designed to be a long term care facility. The facility is 
3-stories which limits the mobility and independence of the elderly 
veterans. Staffing is the biggest issue due to the center’s remote 
location and a limited labor pool. There are currently 30 resident care 
positions that cannot be filled and there have been reports of 
nepotism, which is in direct violation of state statute. The aging 
infrastructure cannot properly support a modern long term care 
facility with all of the needed technology and medical equipment. The 
center also does not have access to good water, which is a serious 
health issue. 

The new concept for state veterans’ homes provides small group 
homes with ten veterans per home, private rooms and baths, dining 
room and kitchen. This concept 
provides veterans with the 
independence and dignity they 
deserve. It improves their quality 
of life and enhances both their 
physical and psychological 
wellbeing. Simpson will be 
meeting with the Texas 
Department of Veterans Affairs 
on March 3 to learn more about 
the veteran small home concept. 
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House Bill 1306 

Authored by Rep. Casey 
Murdock, requires a sentence 
of life without parole or the 
death penalty for all first 
degree murder convictions 
where the victim is a police 
officer, corrections officer or 
corrections employee. The bill 
passed committee by a vote 
of 10 to 2. 

House Bill 2159 

Authored by Rep. Jadine 
Nollan, requires the court 
clerk to notify the Oklahoma 
Tax Commission when a 
defendant fails to enter a plea 
or timely appear for 
arraignment. The Tax 
Commission would then 
cancel the current registration 
on any motor vehicle 
registered by the defendant 
and place a hold on any future 
registrations until such time as 
the defendant satisfies the 
court. The bill passed 
committee by a vote of 10 to 
0. 

Congratulations to 
the former Secretary 
of State Mike Hunter 

on his appointment 
to Attorney General!


