
March 3, 2017

Increase Oklahomans’ 
Access to Health Care 
After dozens of nurse practitioners visited the state Capitol to 
speak with representatives, House Bill 1013 by Rep. Josh Cockroft 
and Sen. AJ Griffin, passed the House Wednesday by a 72-20 vote.  
The bill eliminates the unnecessary collaborative agreement that 
nurse practitioners sign with a physician and pay thousands of 
dollars a month for. This agreement and payment are required 
even though the physician may not see a nurse practitioner’s 
patients or review their charts.

Before the vote, I polled District 70 and the response was 
overwhelmingly in favor of the doctors 57-11. As promised, I voted 
my district’s desire and 
HB1013 now moves on to 
consideration by the 
senate.
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Passed 
Committee 
House Bill 1381

After working with the Alert 
Neighbor program, I have seen 
first-hand how not having a local 
point of contact for abandoned, 
dilapidated, or nuisance 
properties can delay clean up.  
This bill requires cities to have a 
local point of contact, phone 
number and address for any of 
the condemned properties. 

House Bill 1374

Authored by Rep. Weldon 
Watson, this bill creates the 
Oklahoma Public Safety 
Protection District Act allowing 
municipalities to create public 
safety protection districts  and 
hold elections by adoption of a 
resolution and subsequent 
approval by voters of the 
municipality.  

IN THE LOOP 
Representative Carol Bush, House District 70
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HB1482 - Thoughts? 
There is a conception that HB1482 would repeal state questions 
780 and 781. While I have no desire to repeal the voters’ decision, I 
want the full intent of the bill to be understood.

The U.S. and all 50 states currently have laws for drug-free school 
zones which deter the presence of drugs around school by 
increasing the penalty of possession to a felony. Prior to SQ780, 
this safety zone was enforced on or within 1,000 feet, 
approximately 2.5 small city blocks, of your school. This is a typical 
distance a student may walk or ride a bicycle to school.

The state question repealed the drug-free school zone. It allows all 
drug possession charges to be misdemeanors regardless of the drug 
(heroine or marijuana), the amount of offenses (1 or 1,000), or the 
location. 

House Bill 1482 was filed not only to preserve the drug-free school 
zones, but to also preserve the right of the public to have the 
knowledge about and to vote on such an important issue. 
Moreover, this bill is not intended to advocate for or against future 
changes to a drug-free school zone, it is only a vehicle to require 
that any change would be done with the knowledge and input of 
schools and the public. 

HB1482 leaves the totality of SQ780 
fully intact in every square inch of 
Oklahoma, outside the presence of 
children and locations with children, 
including your school. The potential 
dangers to children and schools 
brought upon by SQ780 could be 
prevented by restoring the protection 
of a safety zone through this bill.

https://www.sos.ok.gov/
documents/questions/780.pdf
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HB1482 Concerns 

#1: This is an attempt to undue 
SQ780 because there were so 
many existing protected locations.

HB1482 will now ONLY protect 
the existing 1,000 ft drug-free 
school zone for: “public or 
private elementary or secondary 
school, public school, public 
vocational school, or in the 
presence of any child under 
twelve (12) years of age.”

#2: A student could be made a 
felon under the existing law.

HB1482 will now provide a clear 
exemption for any person who is 
“less than eighteen (18) years of 
age; eighteen (18) years of age or 
older and enrolled as a student”

#3: A person may have an 
enhanced penalty for just driving 
through the drug-free zone. 

HB1482 will now provide a clear 
exception for any person who is 
“within the prohibited distance 
at the request or suggestion of a 
law enforcement officer for the 
purpose of conducting a routine 
traffic stop.”

#4: The existing penalties were 
not in accordance with modern 
Justice Reforms. 

The amendment for HB1482 
reduces the maximum fines from 
$5,000 and $10,000, to $2,500 
and $5,000, respectively. It 
reduces the 50% and 90% credit 
eligibility to 25% and %50 
respectively.

Carol’s Chair Chat! 

What: Meet with your district representative to 
discuss issues important to you. 

When: Friday, March 10th from 11 am to 1 pm.

Where: Panera on 41st and Hudson.


