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Pay Raise for Teachers 
Wednesday the House of Representatives advanced a plan to the 
Senate that would phase in a $6,000 pay raise for teachers over 
three years, boosting Oklahoma teachers to some of the highest 
paid in the region.

Representative Michael Rogers, chair of the House Common 
Education Committee, authored H.R. Bill 1114.  The bill includes a 
$1,000 pay raise for the 2017-18 school year, another $2,000 raise 
during the 2018-19 school year, and a final $3,000 increase for the 
2019-20 academic year.

Rogers explained that this phased-in approach would allow the 
Legislature to manage the current revenue downturn while keeping 
its promise to boost teachers’ pay.

Every $1,000 increase in teacher pay will cost approximately $53 
million. 

“Oklahomans want 
teacher pay addressed 
this session, and they 
want it addressed 
without raising taxes, 
House Speaker Charles 
A. McCall said. “This 
bill is the most 
reasonable way fro us to 
address teacher pay 
without raising taxes on 
our citizens.”

This pay increase would 
raise Oklahoma teacher 
pay from 48th to 27th in 
the nation.
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Monday’s Bills 
House Bill 1468

Hidden Predator Act- provides 
that the prosecution of rape, 
forcible sodomy, and other 
related sex crimes must be 
commenced by the 45th 
birthday of the alleged victim.  
The bill also states that no 
prosecution may be based upon 
the memory of the victim that has 
been recovered through 
psychotherapy unless there is 
other independent evidence. 

House Bill 1470

Extends the statutes of limitation 
for alleged victims of childhood 
sexual abuse or exploitation by 
allowing them to sue for civil 
damages until their 45th 
birthday.  The bill  removes the 
requirement that evidence of the 
alleged abuse include both 
proof that the victim has 
psychologically repressed the 
memory and  that there is 
corroborating evidence.

IN THE LOOP 
Representative Carol Bush, House District 70
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Blue Lives Matter Bill Brings Tension 
H.R. Bill 1306, by Rep. Casey Murdock and Sen. James 
Leewright, creates the Blue Lives Matter in Oklahoma Act of 
2017, and requires a person convicted of or pleads guilty to the 
murder of a law enforcement officer to be punished by death or 
life without parole.

The bill passed 73 to 21 after debate.

Rep. Jason Dunnington brought up the idea of stricter gun 
control and the availability of guns on the streets, but was 
denied by Murdock.

Rep. Emily Virgin asked about the swaying of a jury, as well as 
the message that this bills values a particular group’s lives more 
than everyone’s.

“i’m not saying 
their lives are 
more 
important,” 
Murdock 
responded.  
“What I’ saying 
with this bill is 
when that police 
officer walks out 
of his house in the morning,  he knows in the back of his mind 
he may not come home.  What this bill is saying when they do 
leave and something happens to them, their loved ones will 
know that their murder or their killer will be brought to justice 
and dealt with the strongest possibility the law can do.”

Rep. Regina Goodwin debated that this bill was a direct slant 
and misinterpretation of the Black Lives Matter movement, 
saying “If all lives matter, why have we not addressed it in this 
body?”

Read the full bill at http://www.oklegislature.gov/BillInfo.aspx?
Bill=HB1306&Session=1700
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Upcoming Legislation 

Senate Bill 425 by Sen. John Sparks

Illegally generous sports fans could 
face the threat of multimillion-dollar 
lawsuits before next football season.

This bill allows universities, public or 
private, to sue third parties for any 
financial losses incurred because of 
NCAA violations.

As Sparks explained, if an 
overzealous booster passes money 
along to a player and they get caught, 
the school gets punished.  
Universities can lose scholarship 
money, banned from postseason 
games and/or permanently removed 
from the NCAA.

OKC District May Close Schools

Superintendent Aurora Lora stated 
Wednesday that OKC Public 
Schools could close schools and 
reconfigure grades at other schools 
to cut up to $10 million from the 
district’s budget.

Salaries, programs, services and 
supplies were cut by $30 million last 
Spring and between $4 and $10 
million could be cut this Spring.

These preparations have been made 
in anticipation to the $900 million 
shortfall OK is projected to have for 
the 2018 fiscal year.

Both the House and Senate have 
been working tirelessly to fix these 
budget cuts.  House Appropriations 
and Budget Chair Leslie Osborn has 
asked agencies how they plan to 
handle a 14.5 percent cut, while the 
Senate is asking exactly what would 
be lost if that downfall were to be a 
reality.

Carol’s Chair Chat! 

What: Meet with your district representative to 
discuss issues important to you. 

When: Friday, March 10th from 11 am to 1 pm.


