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Deadline Week 
This week was Deadline Week, meaning that any House bills that were 
going to be heard this year had to be on the agenda and voted on 
before Wednesday at midnight. Working until after 10 for three 
straight nights, we met that deadline. At times this was a test in 
patience as some bills saw endless questions and debates. At other 
times, bills were being passed fast and furious.

We listened to 50-60 bills a day so there is no way to list them all. I 
have selected a few that I felt could be of importance to you in District 
70!

State Representative Terry O’Donnell authored three bills advancing 
criminal justice reform that passed the House of Representatives this 
week.

• House Bill 2281 creates graduated penalties for those accused of 
certain larceny or forgery crimes, reducing some crimes from felonies 
to misdemeanors and modifying fines as well as the mandatory lengths 
of sentences. The bill passed by a vote of 84-8.

• House Bill 2284 would require public defenders to receive continuing 
education training regarding best treatment practices for defendants 
with substance abuse or mental health problems and would require 
training for judges and state prosecutors on how to best deal with 
victims of domestic violence and trauma. The training is contingent on 
funding availability. The bill passed 84-2.

• House Bill 2286 would allow some nonviolent state inmates to apply 
for parole after serving one-fourth of their sentence if they have earned 
enough credits instead of the one-third now required. The bill also 
would require additional Pardon and Parole Board member training 
and better communication from the board to improve parole 
outcomes. And, it will ensure better mental health and substance abuse 
treatment standards. The bill passed the House 81-3.our citizens.” This 
pay increase would raise Oklahoma teacher pay from 48th to 27th in 
the nation.
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5 on the floor 
and 5 passed  
House Bill 1468 & 
House Bill 1470

Hidden Predator Act- passed 
92-0! Rep. Kevin McDugle 
presented both to the House 
and Senator David Holt will get 
them through the Senate. Watch 
the press conference at https://
youtu.be/7UQa3N_0QTM 

House Bill 1384

Passed 87-0! Seeks to require 
counseling services and leave to 
state employees assaulted or 
witness-to traumatic events at 
the workplace. 

House Bill 1381

Passed 69-20! For the worst-case 
properties, a local agent must be 
accessible to identify who is 
responsible for the properties. 

House Bill 1922

Passed 59-32! Amending 12 O.S. 
§2803.1 by expanding the 
authority to admit hearsay 
statements of children under 13 
years of age regarding any act of 
physical or sexual abuse to 
include statements of children in 
the home who have observed 
such acts.

IN THE LOOP 
Representative Carol Bush, House District 70
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Important to District 70 
• House Bill 1605- state Rep. John Enns allows courts to order a person 
convicted of driving under the influence to abstain from alcohol for a 
period of time determined by the court. Under the measure, those under 
the age of 21 who are convicted of a DUI will see their license revoked 
or suspended until they turn 21 and an ignition interlock device added 
to their vehicle. For individuals over 21, the driver’s license will be 
replaced with a license stamped with “alcohol restricted,” which will alert 
law enforcement officers who pull them over in the future of this 
previous DUI. Passed 82-6. 

• HB2230- by Rep. Glen 
Mulready, R-Tulsa, as 
amended and with title 
stricken, exempts 
commissaries for the benefit 
of persons lawfully confined 
in the county jail under the 
custody of the county sheriff 
from the requirement to give 
priority to vending facilities 
operated by licensed blind 
operators and established by the State Department of Rehabilitation 
Services. The amendment does away with the bill’s emergency clause. 
Passed 53-37. 

•HB1374- by Rep. Weldon Watson, R-Tulsa, would restore municipalities’ 
direct access to ad valorem taxes for operations by allowing creation of 
“public safety districts” that match towns’ and cities’ corporate limits. The 
bill would allow levies of up to 5 mills on residential property for the 
support of fire and police protection. The districts could be created and 
the tax levied by a vote of the people in an general election. Passed 
51-44. 

• SB 514- by Sen. Gary Stanislawski, R-Tulsa, would trigger a study, 
ultimately leading to recommendations for schools to share 
administrative services and could lead to school districts sharing 
superintendents and lowering administrative costs. If the bill passes the 
House and is signed by the governor, the Education Department would 
begin the study by the end of 2017.  

• SB0389- by Sen. Stanislawski and Rep. Michael Rogers, R-Broken 
Arrow, modifies review requirements for the State Aid formula. It 
requires State Board of Education to review the pupil grade level 
weights, district weights and pupil category weights and to make 
recommendations for revisions to the Governor, House Speaker and 
Senate President Pro Tempore on or before Sept. 30, 2018, and at least 
once each five years thereafter. It removes an outdated reference to the 
Special Joint Committee on School Finance and requires the board to 
seek input from experts in the field of education finance. Passed 41 to 0.
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What Happens Next? 

Back to Subcommittees & Budget 

Next week, we will hear Senate 
bills and continue to work on the 
budget. 

Back in January, we began 
hearings for the five largest 
appropriated state agencies, as 
these do make up nearly 80% of 
our appropriated budget.  The 
legislature is looking at other 
options before discussing tax 
increases on families. 

House leadership has identified 
a sustainable mechanism to fund 
the entire $312 million teacher 
pay raise plan during the next 
three years and provide 
additional funding to close the 
budget gap. The plan has been 
presented to Senate leadership 
and Governor Fallin. The plan 
will be introduced to the 
Republican Caucus next week for 
discussion. 

The House passed Speaker 
McCall’s plan to close window on 
qualifying for credit July 1, 2017 
that would save state up to $500 
million over next 10 years by 
shutting down now instead of 
Dec. 31, 2017.  

Whether the cutoff is July 1 or 
December 31, there are going to 
be projects that have not been 
completed. That is a difficult 
situation BUT a decisive date had 
to be set – the credit is 
unaffordable. The state is 
keeping promise to wind 
industry – all wind production 
generating electricity on July 1, 
2017 will receive the incentives 
they were promised. House 
leadership has received 
assurances from Senate that they 
intend to pass this bill quickly. 


