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‘Restoring Oklahoma’ 
This week, five House Democrats spoke about a budget aimed at increasing taxes 
on oil and gas companies and top earners in the state to fund public safety and 
public education.

In short, the plan is to restore tax levels in Oklahoma.

The Restoring Oklahoma plan in part seeks to restore the Gross Production Tax 
on oil and gas from it’s current two percent to five percent, estimated to collect 
more that $300 million annually.

Rep. Eric Proctor stated, “We’re asking for the oil and gas industry to pay what 
janitors and teachers pay, five percent, and what you and I pay, five percent.”

Along with this tax increase, the plan proposes restoring the top income tax rates 
from six percent to seven percent.

The group does not believe these increases would drive away new businesses, 
stating that lack of investments are already harming business and education in 
the state.

Restoring Oklahoma Budget Proposal:

$312,284,000- Increasing Gross Production Taxes to 5%.

$204,000,000- Restoring top income tax bracket at 6% and 7%.

$157,000,000- Eliminate Capital Gains Exemption.

$112,000,000- Convert Itemized Deductions to a credit; taxpayers to configure 
Adjusted Gross Income prior to deductions.

$27,000,000- Cap the New Jobs Credit at $25 million annually.

$26,000,000- Eliminate Vendor Discount sales taxes.

$100,000,000- Require Combined Corporate Reporting.

$1,000,000- Eliminate the Equal Opportunity Education Scholarship Credit.

$290,000,000- Select Service Taxes on Industry.

$160,000,000- Increase the Cigarette Tax.
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Cost Savings 
The OK Department of 
Corrections (DOC) is set to 
realized potential cost savings as 
a result of the state’s response to 
concerns noted by Rep. Bobby 
Cleveland. 

This week, the Government 
Modernization Committee met to 
have Oklahoma State Purchasing 
Director Ferris Barger informing 
committee members that central 
purchasing officials are asking for 
a re-issuance of DOC purchasing 
contracts previously awarded by 
the State Use Committee. 

At the February Government 
Modernization purchasing 
hearing, Cleveland expressed to 
Barger that the department 
shared his concerns. This lead 
Barger to institue the review and 
confirmation of Cleveland’s 
findings. 

Barger said that the re-issuance is 
expected to lower costs by 30 to 
40 percent and provide 
thousands in savings. 

The Director informed members 
that new policies would be made 
to ensure the Use Committee 
stays closer to market rates. Also 
mentioned, Barger stated the 
state officials could potentially 
institute claw-back provisions on 
behalf of the state agencies that 
are required to abide by Use 
Committee contracts.

IN THE LOOP 
Representative Carol Bush, House District 70
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11 Bills Signed by Governor Fallin 
HB1003: Repeals language regarding common carriers that requires the carrier of 
messages for reward must deliver them at any place to which they are addressed, 
or to the persons for whom they are intended. 

HB1219: repeals the creation of the Data Coordinating Council and the P-20 Date 
Coordinating Council Revolving Fund and repeals the creations of the Educational 
Quality and Accountability Board and Revolving Fund. 

HB1428: Creates Handgun Carry Military Age Exemption Act, allows individuals 
under 21 years old who are active or veteran military members to qualify for a 
license.  

HB1576: Requires OK Commission for Education Quality and Accountability to 
adopt rules requiring coursework or training in the use of digital technologies. 

HB1875: Allows a school district to allow a school site to elect to donate food to a 
nonprofit organization through an official on-campus nonprofit representative 

HB1887: decreases the length of time a minor has to live in a prospective 
adoptive home in order for medical and social history records to be disclosed. 

HB2342: Appropriates for FY2017 $4.2 million from Rainy Day Fund & $18 million 
from Unclaimed Property Fund to DHS. 

SB0372: permits any notice to a party or any other document required under 
applicable law in an insurance transaction, or that is to serve as evidence of 
insurance coverage, to be delivered, stored and presented by electronic means, so 
long as it meets the requirements of the Uniform Electronic Transactions Act. 

SB0427: requires a service warranty seller to clearly identify the obligor of the 
warrant. 

SB0834: Appropriates $710,731 to OK Indigent Defense System from Unclaimed 
Property Fund. 

SB0835: Office of Management and Enterprise Services transfer upon request of 
Administrative Director of the Courts funds from Law Library Revolving Fund to 
Supreme Court Administrative Revolving Fund or Interagency  Reimbursement 
Fund as necessary.
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400 New Jobs    
Coming to OKC 

MedXM
Governor Mary Fallin announced 
that Mobile Medical Examination 
Inc. will be expanding into 
Oklahoma City to house 
additional support for MedXM 
outreach initiatives.

These centers intend to provide 
400 full time jobs over the course 
of five years. The expansion will 
help strengthen MedXM in their 
mission to provide exceptional 
member service and quality home 
health visits across the nation for 
care management, education, 
prevention, and early detection.

About MedXM
Since 1990, MedXM has been a 
national leader in the design and 
implementation of preventive 
care technology and in-home 
health risk assessments. MedXM 
supplies a complete network of 
connections between members, 
their health plan, and providers.


