
April 14, 2017

Dear Friends of District 70, 
This week marks the one year anniversary of filing to run for this seat.  It has been a 
crazy fast year from campaigning to being elected to writing bills.  It has been an 
honor to serve in this capacity and one that I do not take lightly.  Every day I work 
hard for what is best for Oklahoma – some days are more frustrating than others!  
Serving in this capacity comes with challenges and opportunities and through it all I 
am honored to represent you and your concerns.  I will continue to give it my all as 
we enter the last 7 weeks of this session.  We will start hearing budget measures on 
Monday and most of the days will be spent on the floor as we work to not only 
balance the budget but also make some real changes for growth in Oklahoma. 

I am very proud to say that all five of my bills are still alive and thriving!  HB 1468 
and HB 1470 – the Hidden Predator Act – passed unanimously out of the Senate 
judiciary committee!  Rep. Kevin McDugle and I co-authored the bills with Senator 
David Holt of OKC who presented them on Tuesday. They are now on the way to 
the Senate floor where we hope they will be approved and go to the Governor to 
be signed into law!  These bills will raise the statute of limitations from age 30 to 45 
for those survivors of child sexual abuse.  By doing so this will allow those to have 
their day in court to seek justice and continue to heal from the pain of abuse.  A 
very significant piece of legislation for this state. 

Another bill I ran, HB1381, co-authored by Sen. Dave Rader, provides a municipality 
is not prohibited from requiring the owner of property that is the subject of any 
abatement process to provide the name, physical address and telephone number 
of an individual to receive and respond to communications concerning the 
property subject to the abatement process. It also provides that no future action 
taken by the municipality will be rendered ineffective due to the failure of the 
property owner to provide the information. It prohibits the municipality from 
assessing any additional charge when requiring the information. It passed out of 
committee and is now on to the floor of the Senate for approval. 

Next week we start hearing budget measures that hopefully will solve our 
immediate deficits as well as start the process of long term systemic changes that 
will be long-term solutions.  The first step in the budget building process is to hear 
what we call JCAB bills.  The plan is to first look at options that only require 51 votes 
and then see where we are in the budget.  These will include exemptions, credits 
and deductions.  Then, if there is consensus among caucus to look at tax increasing 
proposals, we will look at options that require 76 votes.  As we go through this 
process I will keep you informed.   

I hope you all enjoy this weekend – both of my girls will be here for the weekend 
and I look forward to family time and enjoying the Easter festivities at my church. 
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Keep an Eye On 
SB0549
ActiveTitle has been stricken, 
with enacting clause stricken, by 
Sen. David Holt, R-Oklahoma City 
and Rep. Tammy West, R-
Bethany, prohibits an 
employment practice from 
refusing leave not exceeding 20 
weeks to a state employee 
affected by childbirth or related 
medical condition or adoption or 
foster placement. It allows the 
employee to utilize accrued paid 
leave during this time. The bill 
recognizes the federal Family 
and Medical Leave Act. It allows a 
state employer to require 
reasonable notice for such leave. 
It provides for violation 
enforcement. 

Sen. J.J. Dossett, D-Sperry, asked 
Sen. Jason Smalley how the 
House's "1,2,3" teacher pay raise 
would be funded. Smalley is the 
Senate author of HB1114Bill is 
activeTitle has been stricken, with 
Rep. Michael Rogers, R-Broken 
Arrow. The bill increases the 
minimum salary schedule for 
teacher, It provides a $1,000 pay 
raise during the 2017-18 school 
year, another $2,000 raise during 
the 2018-19 school year and a 
$3,000 raise during the 2019-20 
school year. The bill specifies 
who is eligible and what counts 
toward a teacher's years of 
service. 

IN THE LOOP 
Representative Carol Bush, House District 70
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Passed in Committee 
SB0603
With title and enacting clause stricken, by Sen. Greg Treat, R-Oklahoma City 
and Rep. Terry O'Donnell, R-Catoosa, modifies language related to the 
requirement that the Department of Corrections administer a needs and risk 
assessment for offenders. It requires the assessment include mental health and 
substance abuse screens. It exempts for any inmate who had a risk and needs 
assessment administered by personnel certified by the Department of Mental 
Health and Substance Abuse Services within six months of being sentenced to 
the custody of the Department of Corrections. It requires the department to 
develop an individualized case plan based on the results of the assessment to 
guide an inmate's rehabilitation while in the Department's custody in order to 
reduce the likelihood of recidivism. It establishes requirements for the case 
plan.  

SB0649
As amended with title stricken, by Sen. Greg Treat, R-Oklahoma City and Rep. 
Terry O'Donnell, R-Catoosa, prohibits a previous conviction for possession of a 
controlled dangerous substance or the equivalent law for possession of a 
controlled dangerous 
substance from any other 
jurisdiction may not be 
used to enhance certain 
punishments. It also 
establishes certain 
sentencing requirements. 
The amendment removes 
language relating to 
punishment for individuals 
charged with multiple 
felony convictions.  

SB0786
With title and enacting clause stricken, as amended, by Treat and Ben Loring, 
D-Miami, provides that every person who breaks and enters on any 
commercial or residential property or any room, booth, tent, railroad car, 
automobile, truck, trailer, outbuilding or vessel of another, in which any 
property is kept, with intent to steal any property therein or to commit any 
felony, is guilty of burglary in the third degree. The bill establishes a penalty 
for burglary in the third degree. The committee substitute includes 
outbuilding to the list of third degree burglary places.
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Wind Tax Credit 
HB2298, by Speaker Charles McCall 
and Senate Pro Tempore Mike Schulz 
passed by 40-3, and works to speed up 
the elimination of a wind industry tax 
credit.

The bill would expire the tax on July 1 
instead of continuing until 2021.

“The zero-emissions tax credit did 
what it was supposed to do- help the 
wind industry get off the ground in 
Oklahoma,” Shulz said. “Our state 
ranks third in the nation in terms of 
wind power and will likely remain 
among the leaders in wind power for 
the foreseeable future.”

The authors further explained that 
with the budget challenges facing the 
OK, the state can no longer afford 
zero-emission tax credits. The bill will 
offers certainty to the wind industry 
and stability to the long-term budget.

Since the installation of the zero-
emission tax credit’s creation, it has 
grown from roughly $3.7 million in 
2010 to over $113 million in 2014.

Opposition to the bill fear that with 
dwindling incentives, OK will hurt 
the growth of private investments in 
rural areas, lowered electricity prices, 
new jobs, and revenue to rural 
schools.

“As an industry, we are proud that 
these incentive worked so well for the 
benefit of Oklahoma,” said Jeffrey 
Clark, president of The Wind 
Coalition. “We recognize that, as an 
industry matures, incentive should be 
examined and adjusted to reflect that 
growth. We hope that other industries 
will recognize the state’s challenging 
budget situation and follow our lead.”

Chair Chat with Carol! 
Thursday, April 27th @ 6:30pm 

Edison High School 

Special Guest Senator Gary Stanislawksi


