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Happy Saturday, District 70! 
I am glad I cleaned my gutters last weekend!  The rain keeps coming and 
remember do not drive into high water – stay safe out there!   

I want to thank those who took the time to attend the Chair Chat with 
Carol last Thursday night.  Senator Gary Stanislawski did a great job 
explaining the history of our budget deficit and some of his ideas to fund 
the $1.2 billion shortfall this year.  It is clear, we need to change how we 
do business.  We need long-term financial planning and stop year-to-year 
budgeting. As a Freshman, I find the budget process very complicated and 
frustrating.  As legislators, the decisions we make affect people's lives. 
We have many problems that need real solutions and we cannot afford 
political gamesmanship.  I am a native Oklahoman and I believe we can do 
better – we must do better!  Therefore, it is important to me to continue 
the dialogue with the folks of District 70 and share ideas. 
#quitplayingpolitics 

If you missed my chair chat, please click on this link to see an interview I 
shared with Representative Tammy West on the Cox Channel, Inside the 
Issues.  It is 30 minutes long and there are 30-45 second black outs for the 
commercials so keep letting it run. 

https://vimeo.com/214575143?utm_source=email&utm_medium=vimeo-
cliptranscode-201504&utm_campaign=29220. 

I am proud that I have several bills on their way to the Governor for 
signature with one already signed into law!  HB 1381 allows municipalities 
the authority to require a local agent on properties that have been 
declared a nuisance due to their neglect and abandonment.  Often out of 
state owners leave these properties to be a fire hazard or drug haven 
which lowers property values for 
neighborhoods.  Now the city has another tool 
to work with local point of contact to clean 
up the property.  HB 1468 is on the Governor’s 
desk and awaiting signature.  This will raise 
the statute of limitations to age 45 for those 
who were sexually abused as a child.  It is 
part of the Hidden Predator Act and we hope 
the civil bill will head her way next week.   
These bills are important to so many people in 
our state and it has been a privilege to work 
with so many survivors to make this happen. 

As always, I appreciate your support.  I will 
keep you in the loop as we keep nearing Sine 
Die on May 26! 
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Alcohol Tax Fails 
House 
SB0058 by Bice & Mulready
A bill modifying the apportionment 
of revenue collected from alcoholic 
beverage taxes failed, for the 
second time, Thursday afternoon to 
win approval of the House after Rep. 
Glen Mulready moved to reconsider 
the vote by which it failed two days 
prior. 

The bill provides that revenue in 
excess of $13.0 million will be 
appointed to the General Revenue 
Fund. 

“Only 38 members felt like this bill 
was a good idea 48 hours ago,” said 
Rep. David Perryman, as he debated. 
“This bill hasn’t changed; this bill is 
still devastating. 

As it currently sits, funds are divided 
into three portions: 3% to the Tax 
Commission, two thirds to the 
General Revenue Fund, and one 
third to counties. 

In debate against the measure Rep. 
Shane Stone said that the bill admits 
the state’s fiscal mismanagement 
and it lessens funding to county and 
local governments. 

In closing debate, Mulready said 
that information that the bill would 
devastate local governments is 
complete misinformation, noting 
that it would increase funding by 10 
percent than what was received last 
year. 

IN THE LOOP 
Representative Carol Bush, House District 70
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OK Teacher Pay Plan Hearing 
Not on Time 

Thursday’s deadline for the Oklahoma Senate came 
without scheduling a hearing for House Bill 1114, which 
would incrementally raise the minimum teacher salary 
schedule by $6,000 over three years. 

The Senate’s alternate teacher pay plan, which would 
increase salaries by 4 percent, languished in a House 
committee without a hearing. 

The bill is not dead yet - House and Senate leadership can 
introduce legislation at any time, meaning that lawmakers 
can adopt a teacher pay plan if an agreement is reached. 

Legislation can also 
be proposed 
through the Joint 
Committee on 
Appropriations and 
Budget process this 
late in session. Bills 
in that committee do 
not follow the typical 
legislative process. 

Any teacher pay plan 
needs at least two 
parts: (1) a bill to 
place the raise into state law and (2) another to allocate 
money for it.  House Republicans on Tuesday vowed to 
appropriate $52.6 million to cover the first $1,000 raise of 
their proposal. 

The money would come from the elimination of tax 
exemptions, credits, and deductions. 

“We’re committed to building it into the budget,” Rep. Josh 
Cockroft stated. “We’re committed, and we’ve been 
committed since Day One to provide a teacher pay raise…. 
Whether the Senate is or not, that’s another question.” 

Senate Floor Leader Greg Treat echoed the belief that a 
bill can still be heard this session. 

“Whether or not it has funding this next fiscal year is up for 
debate, but (the Senate wants) a framework so we know 
we’re casting a vision of how we can get teacher pay to the 
point it needs to be,” Treat said. 

Upon hearing this, House Speaker Charles McCall said the 
House did its part to pass a teacher pay raise.
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House JCAB Passes 13 Bills 

CS to HB2359- Active
Increases various fees related to coin-operated devices. 

CS to HB2361- Active
Establishes  $1 fee for tickets priced at less than $50 & fee of 
$2 for tickets priced greater than $50. 

CS to HB2348- Active
Provides that for taxable years beginning on/after Jan. 1, 
2017 in the case of individuals who use the standard 
deduction in determining taxable income. 

CS to HB2352- Active
Ends the qualified rehabilitation expenditures tax credit in 
2021 & caps the total credits that can be claimed at $7 
million in fiscal year 2019.  

CS to HB2357- Active
Increases the reinstatement fee amount after a suspension of 
corporate instruments due to a corporation’s failure to pay its 
franchise tax from $15 to $150. 

CS to HB2358- Active
Eliminates the eligible purchaser motor fuels discount for 
distributors after July 1, 2022. 

CS to HB2360- Active
includes low-point beer in mixed beverage press receipts tax. 

CS to HB2363- Active
Eliminates the vehicle excise tax exemption for sales to 
persons renting vehicles without a driver. 

CS to HB2383- Active
Authorizes Grand River Dam Authority to provide retail electric 
power or electric service to electric consuming facilities & grants it 
the exclusive right to provide retail electric power or service to any 
entity located within the boundary of the OK Ordnance Works 
Authority/Mid-America Industrial Park. 

CS to HB2392- Active
Requires little cigars be taxed in the same rate and manner as 
cigarettes. 

CS to HB2392- Active
Adds an additional $100 penalty for late pesticide applicator 
license renewals in the Combines Pesticide Law. 

CS to HB2393- Active
Requires the collection of $5 fee for all international Internet 
& telephone transfers conducted through a debit card, credit 
card or ACH transfer. 

CS to SB0837- Active
Establishes new apportionment of monies to the Rebuilding 
OK Access and Drive Safety Fund. 


