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Sine Die 
After four months of hard work – we voted on a budget to keep state government going.  
When we started session on February 6, we were faced with a billion dollar deficit which 
could have resulted in 15-20% cuts to core services. Partisan politics, failed negotiations and 
constitutional restrictions dominated the past couple of weeks.   

This budget includes $486 million in new revenue without raising taxes and over $700 million 
in government reforms to tax credits, subsidies, and deductions. Three agencies were 
consolidated and now off of the appropriation budget. This budget has no bonding in it which 
means there will be no additional debt placed on the state through bonding this year. 

At the end of the day, we appropriated $6.9 billion to dozens of state agencies. I am relieved 
that we were able to keep funding for 15 agencies flat, and some of those departments even 
saw funding increases. Those agencies are mostly core services of government.  

The Oklahoma State Department of Education will receive a $51 million appropriation from 
the Rainy Day Fund, bringing its funding 1.6 percent higher than it was last year. All totaled, 
the agency will receive nearly $2.5 billion from the state’s General Revenue Fund. It was a 
priority of the House to fund teacher pay raise but with the shortfall in revenues we could not 
do so this year.  It remains a priority to address when we reconvene in 2018. 

The Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services will receive almost $328 
million, which is a 1.7 percent increase over last year’s appropriations. The Health Care 
Authority will see a 4.2 percent increase over what they received last year, totaling just over 
$1 billion. This means that nursing homes and rural hospitals will not close. 

We were also able to hold the Department of Corrections flat, as well as the Department of 
Transportation. Fortunately, the Legislature was also able to avoid cuts to the Oklahoma 
Department of Veterans’ Affairs. The Department of Human Services will actually see an 8.2 
percent increase, which will go a long way to the people who benefit from the agency’s 
services. By doing so we funded the Pinnacle Plan and the federal match will be made.   

Unfortunately, that means more than 60 agencies saw cuts up to 4.2%. I am disappointed we 
were not able to increase funding for the Commission of Children, Youth and Disabilities and 
for the Department of Career and Technology Education. 

Serving the constituents of District 70 has been an honor.  I have heard from so many of you 
over the past five months.  I heard you when you said fund education and I have fought for 
that.  I heard you when you said protect our seniors and I fought for that.  And, I heard you 
when you said create jobs to grow Oklahoma’s economy and I fought for that.  We 
experienced long days and late nights as we tried to analyze how to be good stewards of 
taxpayer money. 

This process is imperfect. Personally I would prefer budget debates would happen weeks ago 
so we could hammer out details. Pushing a budget through so quickly flies in the face of the 
transparency we should demand. Many of the more senior representatives and House staff 
have called this session the “craziest” one they have ever seen.  I guess there is no better way 
to learn than by being thrown into the fire! Be assured, work doesn’t stop today. It begins next 
week as interim studies and work groups are formed with my freshman colleagues as we are 
committed to put forth our voice in a collective form to be a positive part of the change that is 
needed to fix this. 

As always, I appreciate each of you.  Honor all those we have lost this weekend.  Hug your 
family and keep them close. God bless each one of you.  
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Until Next Year 
SB649
Limit how much time could be 
tacked on to a nonviolent 
offender’s sentence due to prior 
convictions for nonviolent crimes. 

SB689
Allow judges and prosecutors 
more options in diverting people 
from prison and supervision 
programs. The bill also sought to 
decrease financial barriers for 
convicted individuals seeking to 
re-enter society and expand the 
use of graduated sanctions and 
incentives. 

SB650
Attempting to make it easier for 
offenders to obtain 
expungements in order to 
remove one of the barriers that 
inhibits people with prison 
records from obtaining jobs after 
they are released. 

SB786
Reduce prison sentences for low-
value property crimes. 

IN THE LOOP 
Representative Carol Bush, House District 70
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Policy Thursday
This Thursday revolved around policy, with many bills going through the 
House and Senate in final efforts to get things passed.

SB1570
Repeals two new laws signed by Governor Mary Fallin earlier this year. One 
provision that goes into effect this November would make it harder to sue 
Oklahoma employers for negligence if an employee sexually abuses a child. 
The other forces losers to pay legal fees in nearly every OK lawsuit. Both were 
labels as legislative mistakes by the original bill’s author and overlooked by the 
governor.

HB1925
Redraw OK’s appellate court districts to conform to the state’s five 
congressional districts. The four remaining members of the Oklahoma 
Supreme Court and Court of Criminal Appeals would be appointed at-large 
from anywhere in the state. Rep. Tim Downing asked for the bill to be “laid 
over” and was not brought back up on Thursday.

SB712

Addresses the issues in the alcohol modernization law adopted by voters in 
November. Rep. Glen Mulready’s bill clarifies that children are allowed near 
places that sell beer and wine if those places are also a concession stand.

HB1578
Creates a task force to study the Department of Education state aid formula. 
It is heading to the Senate over objections that the task force’s composition 
could exclude Democrats from participating.

HB2429
Raises the gross production tax rate on wells drilled between 2011 and 2015, 
bringing the rate from 1% to 4%. 

Bond Issue Authorized
Gov. Fallin authorized a bond package to build a new public health lab, worth 
$58.5 million. The Governor also signed another bill that would let the Office 
of Juvenile Affairs build a new campus to hold mid-security juvenile offenders.
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School Finance Review 
Commission 
HB1578
A bill creating the School Finance 
Review Commission to make 
recommendations to the Legislature on 
improving the State Aid Formula 
passed the House floor Thursday 
morning after some backlash from the 
minority party.  

HB1578, by Rep. Chad Caldwell, Sen. 
Gary Stanislawski, creates both a 
commission and a task force, only one 
of which is required to have bipartisan 
membership.  

Caldwell specified that the Commission 
requires bipartisan appointments. 
While the task force does not include 
that same mandate, Caldwell says he 
believes "it's mitigated by the size" of 
the 16-member taskforce. “ 

In debate, Rogers said it was "silly to 
even debate a bill like this." In 
questions, Rogers noted that the main 
reason for the measure allows for 
individuals to sift through the over $2 
billion that flow through the State 
Department of Education. "Some of the 
money going through the state aid 
formula is being watered down," said 
Rogers.  

Rep. Bobby Cleveland asked why 
neither the commission nor taskforce 
requires the inclusion of a teacher. 
Caldwell said the language in the bill 
does not prohibit that from occurring, 
though the focus is more on an 
administrative level.  

In his closing debate, Caldwell said the 
opposition "is nothing but red 
herrings." "Nowhere in this bill does it 
say a teacher can't be appointed," he 
said. "Let's talk about what this debate 
is really about: It's just a partisan 
game."  

The bill passed 63 to 32 and the 
emergency clause passed 68 to 25. 


