Leading CBI members do not support the CBI leadership on EU
New research by Vote Leave shows that:

= Only one in every thirteen (7.7%) CBI members are prepared to support the CBI's
position in the EU referendum campaign.

= Of the remaining twelve, six members adopted or are likely to adopt neutral positions,
two support EU membership, and the remaining four have reserved their positions.

These new figures raise serious questions about the extent to which the CBI is representing
its members on the question of the UK’s continued membership of the EU after its own
membership survey was called ‘pretty dodgy’ by the British Polling Council.

Vote Leave’s questions to CBI members

In November 2015, the Campaign Director of Vote Leave, Dominic Cummings, wrote to
leading CBI members which are either trade associations or sit on its President’s
Committee with a series of questions. These included what the CBI member in question’s
position in the referendum campaign would be, and whether it would ‘be supporting or
donating to the CBI's campaign for the UK to remain a member of the EU’.

Eleven trade associations and two companies have now responded to Vote Leave. Their
full responses are contained in the Annex.

= Only the energy giant ExxonMobil explicitly supports the CBI’s position.

= The remaining twelve were not prepared to state that they supported the CBI’s position.

= Of these, six stated that they would or most likely would remain neutral in the campaign
(the British Property Federation, the Council of Mortgage Lenders, the Environmental
Services Association, the Glass & Glazing Federation, Oil & Gas UK, and Centrica).

= Only two explicitly supported continued EU membership (the Scotch Whisky Association
and techUK).

= The remaining four are reserving their position in the referendum (the British Retail
Consortium, the Chemical Industries Association, the Horticultural Trades Association
and the British Bankers Association).

The CBI can no longer claim to speak for at least ten out of thirteen (77%) of these leading
CBI members. It should now make clear that it does not do so.



Annex: Responses from CBI members
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Trade_ Person Comment Summary
Association
Rebecca
British Dirz‘(e:ltrg} of ‘You will appreciate, that as a membership organisation, any No support
Bankers UK decision taken by the BBA on the issue will be made in for CBI
Association consultation with our membership.’ position
Government
Affairs

‘| can assure you that we take governance issues very
seriously and as this debate moves forward we shall ensure
that any involvement we have, or position that we take, is
fully in line with both our internal procedures and policies and
with the relevant legal framework.'

‘The position that we have confirmed to all CIA member
company Chief Executives following consultation with our
membership and the approval of our Council, is : a) That CIA
uses the following statement, reactively rather than
proactively on the issue of EU membership: "The UK
chemical industry respects that, first and foremost, the
EU referendum is a matter for government and individual
citizens. The issue needs to be considered with great
care and respect for the facts. For an internationally-
exposed industry such as chemicals, the free movement
of goods, services, capital and people as well as
proportionate regulation are critical success factors in
terms of global competitiveness. Irrespective of the
outcome of areferendum, these success factors remain
constant." b) That the Association will continue to review its
position as greater detail of any reform package emerges. c)
That the Association will re-survey the membership when

any "new deal" is made clearer.’

No support
for CBI
position

No support
for CBI
position




Horticultural | Carol Paris, | ‘We are currently awaiting further details of the likely EU No support
Trades Chief reforms and, as a membership organisation, we will then be for CBI
Association Executive | consulting with our member businesses.' position







