
16 MISTAKES IN VOTE LEAVE’S COBBLED TOGETHER REBUTTAL DOCUMENT 

 

Vote Leave’s typo-ridden rebuttal document contains 16 key mistakes. 

 

 

MISTAKES IN THEIR ANALYSIS OF WHAT IS PART OF THE PRIME MINISTER’S RENEGOTIATION 

 

*Mistake 1. “Securing treaty change before the referendum. In January 2015, the Prime Minister said his 

plans ‘do involve … proper, full-on treaty change’ (The Guardian, 4 January 2015, link 

<http://www.theguardian.com/politics/2015/jan/04/cameron-early-referendum-britain-eu-membership> ).” 

 

We have not ruled out treaty change – in fact as the Prime Minister says in his letter today, there needs ‘to 

be legally-binding and irreversible – and where necessary have force in the Treaties.’ 

 

 

*Mistake 2. “In 2005, Cameron stated that ‘our aim should be to take back control of employment and 

social regulation’.” 

 

This was never part of our renegotiation. David Cameron made this statement before he was even Leader 

of the Conservative Party, and it was more than 8 years before he first set out his renegotiation and 

referendum agenda in his 2013 Bloomberg speech. 

 

Vote Leave ignore the fact the Prime Minister is seeking a cut in the existing burden of EU regulation. 

 

 

*Mistake 3. “Limiting ECJ jurisdiction over criminal law. In 2009, Cameron promised to ‘limit ... the 

European Court of Justice's jurisdiction over criminal law to its pre-Lisbon level’ (BBC News, 4 November 

2009, link <http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/8343145.stm> ).” 

 

This was never part of the renegotiation – and is a quote four years before the Prime Minister first set out 

his renegotiation and referendum agenda in his 2013 Bloomberg speech. 

 

Vote Leave also completely ignore the fact that, since 2009, we have delivered the biggest repatriation of 

justice and home affairs powers ever through our block opt-out of around 100 measures last year. 

 

As the Home Secretary has said, we have delivered the largest repatriation of powers since the UK joined 

the EU. 

 

On 24 July 2013, the Prime Minister wrote to the then President of the Council of Ministers, informing her 

that the UK had exercised its right to opt-out from all pre-Lisbon police and criminal justice measures. 

Parliament then voted to rejoin 35 measures last year. 

 

*Mistake 4. “Requiring EU migrants to have a job offer before coming to the UK. In November 2014, the 

Prime Minister claimed that ‘we want EU jobseekers to have a job offer before they come here’ (BBC 

News, 28 November 2014, link).” is ‘missing’. 

 

We are already delivering this, and it was never part of the renegotiation. We have already ensured that EU 

migrants will not be able to claim Universal Credit while looking for work, and if those coming from the EU 

haven’t found work within six months, they can be required to leave unless they have genuine job 

prospects. 

 

 

*Mistake 5. “Ending the European Parliament sitting in two places. The Conservative European 

Parliamentary Manifesto of 2009 said that: ‘The European Parliament must end its absurdly wasteful 

practice of meeting in Strasbourg as well as Brussels’. 

We have never mentioned this in the context of renegotiation. The UK government and Conservative MEPs 

have consistently argued this case in a campaign, which is gaining traction. 
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*Mistake 6. “Reforming the Common Agricultural Policy. The Conservative Party Manifesto of 2015 stated 

that ‘We will push for further reform of the EU’s Common Agricultural Policy’. Cameron did not mention 

agriculture in his speech.” 

 

We are indeed pushing further on agricultural reform: we have never mentioned this in the context of the 

renegotiation, but are securing reforms such as the first-ever real cut in the EU Budget, and we continue to 

work with allies to ensure farm policy provides value for money. 

 

 

*Mistake 7. “Reforming EU structural funds. The Conservative Party Manifesto of 2015 pledged ‘further 

reform of... Structural Funds.’ Structural funds were not mentioned in Cameron’s speech.” 

 

We are focused on reforming the EU’s structural fund, and have succeeded to reduce the amount of money 

recycled to richer member states, but have never mentioned this in the context of renegotiation. 

 

 

MISTAKES IN THEIR ANALYSIS OF THE PRIME MINISTER’S RENEGOTIATION OBJECTIVES 

 

*Mistake 8. “The UK can be permanently outvoted by the Eurozone. The UK has extremely little influence 

inside the EU’s institutions.” 

 

We have already managed to achieve safeguards against Eurozone caucusing, negotiated by the Prime 

Minister, such as over the bail-outs, have had lasting effect. 

 

It was a British Prime Minister who insisted on the first ever cut in the EU’s budget in its history. 

 

*Mistake 9. “Without treaty change, the EU can carry on breaking its promises to non-Eurozone countries - 

as the PM and Chancellor know.” 

 

We have not ruled out treaty change and we have already secured safeguards against Eurozone 

caucusing e.g. on banking rules. 

 

 

*Mistake 10. “Nearly 1,000 more regulations over the past year alone. The Prime Minister claimed that 

more regulations will be repealed this year than during the whole of the previous Commission. In fact, the 

size of the EU’s acquis is growing. According to the EU’s Eur-Lex database, the number of EU legislative 

acts in force has grown by almost 1,000 over the past year - from 22,139 acts on 1 October 2014 to 23,072 

on 9 November 2015.” 

 

Vote Leave are ignoring the Prime Minister’s objective to seek a target in the cut in the existing burden of 

EU regulation. The number of new initiatives has dropped by around 80 % compared to the last 

commission. Already more than half of the recommendations for deregulation proposed b the Business 

Task Force have been enacted. We continue to press for a lighter regulatory budget. 

 

 

*Mistake 11. “The only way to stop ever-closer union is to end the supremacy of EU over British law. The 

phrase ‘ever closer union’ was only inserted in the Maastricht Treaty at the UK’s request as part of the 

Major Government’s claims that it had put the brakes on federalism. Changing it would not alter how the 

ECJ interprets and creates EU law. The ECJ invented the concept of the supremacy of EU law - it was not 

in the original Treaties. The only way to end this is to Vote Leave.” 

 

The constitutional phrase ‘Ever Closer Union’ has been interpreted politically and legally to mean closer 

integration. The Court makes use of the preamble of the Treaties – where the phrase ‘Ever Closer Union’ is 

located – to make its rulings. Dealing with this will have a real difference. 

 

 

 



*Mistake 12. “Bolstering national parliaments will require treaty change - and the present ‘yellow card’ 

scheme is being ignored.” 

 

We have not ruled out Treaty change. 

 

 

*Mistake 13. “Cameron promised in 2014 that ‘if an EU jobseeker has not found work within six months, 

they will be required to leave’ (BBC News, 28 November 2014, link <http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-

30250299> ). Yet as the ECJ ruled <http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-

content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:62014CJ0067>  in September this year, ‘Union citizens who have entered the 

territory of the host Member State in order to seek employment may not be expelled for as long as they can 

provide evidence that they are continuing to seek employment and that they have a genuine chance of 

being engaged.’ Today, the Prime Minister ignored that ruling and claimed he had achieved his objective.” 

 

This claim is misleading. The ECJ judgment that Vote Leave refers to actually endorses our plan. We have: 

 

-Changed right to reside law so that it is limited to six months for those with no job prospects. 

-Amended this to further tighten it to make clear it’s six months, not nine (because the first set of 

regulations allowed an initial three month ‘grace period’) 

-We have then systematically scrapped welfare entitlements for EU jobseekers 

-Ensured there is no housing benefit for EU jobseekers 

-Limited jobseeker’s allowance to three months for those with no job prospects 

-Legislated to go further to scrap universal credit entirely for EU jobseekers in the future. 

 

 

*Mistake 14. “The Cabinet Secretary has warned the Prime Minister that it can’t get what it wants on 

welfare. Sir Jeremy Heywood has reportedly told the Prime Minister that his proposal to ban EU migrants 

from claiming tax credits in the UK for four years will be deemed illegal under EU law (BBC News, 4 

November 2015, link).” 

 

This is speculation. Our proposal is to ensure EU migrants cannot claim welfare for four years. 

 

*Mistake 15. “Any deal the Government negotiates will be meaningless without treaty change before the 

referendum.”. 

 

The 1992 Edinburgh Agreement, which the Danish government secured, proves the opposite; it gave 

Denmark opt-outs that were legally-binding. Twenty three years later these opt-outs still hold. We have not 

ruled out treaty change. 

 

*Mistake 16. “David Cameron has watered down his commitment to a ‘complete opt-out’ from the Charter, 

which is not even mentioned in his letter today. In 2009, Mr Cameron called for ‘a complete opt-out from 

the Charter of Fundamental Rights’ - now all he is proposing is a fudge.” 

 

We are tackling this by enshrining in our domestic law that the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights does not 

create any new rights. 

 

We will make it explicit to our courts that they cannot use the EU Charter as the basis for any new legal 

challenge citing spurious new human rights grounds. 
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