






What is Environmental Justice? 



Civil Rights & Environmentalism Intersect 

In 1968, Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr was on an 

environmental justice 

mission for 

Memphis striking sanitation 

workers.

His participation in this 

striker for better working 

conditions and benefits 

would cost him his life. 



Warren County, NC (1982)  



United Church of Christ's Commission for 

Racial Justice (1987) 





Principles of Environmental Justice 



EXPOSURE: 

 71% of African Americans live in counties in violation of air 

pollution standards. 

 Approximately 68% of African Americans live within 30 

miles of coal fired power plants. 

 An African American family making $50,000 per year is 

more likely to live near a toxic facility than a White 

American family making $15,000 per year. 

NAACP Coal Blooded Report 

https://www.naacp.org/wp-

content/uploads/2016/04/Coal_Blooded_Action_To

olkit_FINAL_FINAL.pdf

https://www.naacp.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Coal_Blooded_Action_Toolkit_FINAL_FINAL.pdf


ECONOMICS: 

A recent study showed that property values of homes near toxic 
facilities like coal fired power plants have 15% lower than average 
values in the general markets for those cities. 

 At the same time, while African Americans spent $40 billion on 
energy in 2009, African Americans only comprised 1.1% of those 
employed in the energy sector and earn less than 1% of the 
revenue derived from the energy market. 

 Though African American communities disproportionately host 
plants that economically degrade neighborhoods, they reap only 
trace amounts of the profits. 

NAACP Coal Blooded Report

https://www.naacp.org/wp-

content/uploads/2016/04/Coal_Blooded_Action_Toolkit_

FINAL_FINAL.pdf

https://www.naacp.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Coal_Blooded_Action_Toolkit_FINAL_FINAL.pdf


HEALTH: 

 A report on power plant pollution found that emissions from all 
power plants in the U.S. (both coal and other fuel sources) are 
responsible for 30,000 premature deaths, 7,000 asthma-related 
emergency room visits, and 18,000 cases of chronic bronchitis 
each year. 

 Asthma affects African Americans at a 36 percent higher rate of 
incidence than White Americans. African Americans are 
hospitalized for asthma at three times the rate of White 
Americans and die of asthma at twice the rate of White 
Americans.

NAACP Coal Blooded Report 

https://www.naacp.org/wp-

content/uploads/2016/04/Coal_Blooded_Action_Toolkit_

FINAL_FINAL.pdf

https://www.naacp.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Coal_Blooded_Action_Toolkit_FINAL_FINAL.pdf


Jemez Principles For Democratic Organizing 

1. Be Inclusive

2. Emphasis on Bottom- Up Organizing 

3. Let People Speak for Themselves

4. Work Together in Solidarity and Mutuality

5. Build Just Relationships Among Ourselves 

6. Commitment to Self-Transformation  



We need bold policy and big idea..



Community Driven Solutions 



Community Driven Solutions 




