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Minutes of 2020 Annual General Meeting 

Saturday 12 December 2020 at 3:00pm (for 3:15pm to 5pm) in Sydney.  
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1.  President's welcome & Party Update 

The President and Chairperson William Bourke (WB) welcomed everyone to the AGM and 

introduced the committee of himself, John Haydon (JH), Susan Bowes (SB) (secretary), Kelvin 

Thomson (KT), Simone Dunsford (SD), and Richard Belcher (RB). 

WB also acknowledged other party officials and employees present as follows:  

QLD Organiser and Acting National Organiser – Aaron Webber 

WA Organiser - Daniel Minson 

Part time Administration Officer - Hana Oh 

WB noted that a quorum of 8 is satisfied and that it is 3:20pm. The AGM covers the 2019/20 

financial year. 

This year is the first year we are going live online so is an experiment in process and therefore may 

take a little time to manage the count processes for motions.  
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2020 

WB noted that 2020 has been a very challenging year for many people and also made the following 

points: 

It has been an extremely hectic year for SAP behind the scenes. 

2019/20 has however been an opportunity to take stock in many ways as a society. 

COVID 19 is the elephant in the room and hopefully has given all Australians a reality check that 

endless growth is not sustainable, and an opportunity for us to re-emphasise that we need to 

operate our society within environmental limits, or face the consequences. 

While we find it difficult to get coverage in the mainstream media, COVID 19 is opportunity for SAP 

and a validation of our messages and what we stand for. 

Major challenges 
 
WB noted that a couple of major challenges that continue to hamper us: 
 
• A lack of resources for the party at federal HQ, particularly financial and administration 
support 
• Mainstream media de-platforming – the MSM promotes parties that fit their commercial or 
ideological agendas – i.e. either purely ‘progressive’ left or ‘conservative’ right parties rather than a 
more centrist party like ours that has significant disagreements with both the left and the right; and  
• Smearing by (mainly) the left on population and immigration-related issues, particularly via 
social media. This includes some influential political bloggers and commentators. 
 
WB stated that, while we continue to work on all of these challenges, they are key factors in 
hampering our development and therefore our votes and electoral results. 
 
2019/20 achievements 

We achieved a huge amount this year. 
 
Firstly, behind the scenes… 
 
WB acknowledged the work of the committee here and HQ support staff, for help with the relentless 
and at times overwhelming administration. 
 
WB explained that many small administrative tasks are required to be done at HQ, like ongoing 
research into news and political developments, preparation and emailing of eNewsletters, financial 
accounts, website refinement and upgrades, database management, committee meetings 
management, etc. There are also many enquiries and requests from various stakeholders including 
members, supporters, the general public and interested groups.  
 
WB noted that most people keep up to date on the major news via the eNewsletter, but he will 

mention some of the achievements we should celebrate together, including elections and 

membership reviews: 
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• Completed a membership database review, five years in the making, contacting all 3000-odd 
members individually and updating their details, also checking them to the AEC roll - which was 
a 12-18 month project 

• Successfully passed our annual NSW Electoral Commission membership test in June – including 
maintaining 750 NSW members 

• Successfully passed our AEC membership test in August – including maintaining 500 federal 
members 

• Successfully registered our WA branch as a state party in November – including going from 100 
to over 500 members – and preparing to contest the 2021 WA election 

• Successfully passed our VEC membership and re-registration test in November – including 
maintaining 500 Victorian members 

• Each of those projects covered several months and in the case of WA over six months  

• Contesting a number of elections, which we’ll talk about soon 
 

Membership update 

WB noted that national membership is currently around 3,158 – up from 2750 this time last year, an 

increase of around 400. 

Elections 

WB noted that running a minor party against publicly funded major parties is difficult. We are on an 
uneven playing field.  
 
After the 2016 federal election, the committee determined that federal elections were very difficult 
to achieve an elected member in at this point. We therefore determined that, with our limited 
resources, we needed to particularly target more winnable elections – being state upper houses and 
local government elections.  
 
Having said that, we still want to contest as many elections as possible as it’s one of the major ways 
we raise awareness and get the message out there. 
 
This included contesting the Groom federal by-election where we achieved a record vote for the 

party, of around 8%. 

WB thanked and acknowledged candidates who ran for the party. This is one of the most difficult 

challenges and without them our work would be pointless. 

2.  Apologies 

WB noted the following people sent their apologies: 
 
John Bunyan 
George Bate 
Joy Angel 
Sally Hincks 
Margaret Jones 
Jill Mail 
Petra Campbell 
Andrew Raff 
David Shelley-Jones 
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Tom Ruut 
Chris Colyer 
Michael Wilder 
 
 
3.  Minutes of previous AGM 

Minutes of 2019 AGM were recently approved by the committee, and also sent to all members in 

the link with the AGM notice. 

WB asked for a member to move the following motion: 

The members of Sustainable Australia Inc accept the 2019 AGM minutes presented as accurate. 

Patrick Conaghan moved the motion. 

Mike Cottee seconded the motion. 

The motion was carried by 32 (18 + 14) for to 0 against (4 (3 + 1) abstain) by a combination of a show 

of hands and online poll. 

Committee members signed the minutes. 

 

4.  2020 Finance Report 

WB noted that the accounting firm employed to record and complete financial information to be 

presented to members at the AGM is BRW Top 100 accounting firm Stewart Brown and Co.  

WB as Treasurer presented the 2020 Financial Report and referred everyone to the website where 

the full accounts and state breakdown have been available for two weeks.  

Key points: 

The figures are now split into three sections, to include NSW and Victorian state bank accounts. 

As of 30 June, Group figures were as follows: 

Income:   $340,237   

Expenses:  $325,479   

Profit b/f tax:  $14,758  

Assets:  $180,122   

Liabilities: $87,065  

Net assets:  $93,057  

Overall, we live within our means. 



6 
 

Again, the accounts are fully audited by BRW Top 100 accounting firm Stewart Brown and Co. These 

audited accounts are also provided to Fair Trading NSW. 

President asked for a member to move the following motion: 

The members of Sustainable Australia Inc accept the 2019/20 financial report including audited 

accounts and audit report as accurate. 

Mark Ferris moved the motion. 

Emanuele Paletto seconded the motion. 

The motion was carried by 34 (20 +14) to 0 against (abstained 2 (1 + 1 ) ) by a combination of a show 

of hands and online poll. 

 

5.  General Business 

5.1 Policy review 

WB noted that a policy review will be held in the first half of 2021, with all members offered an 

opportunity to provide input. 

KT reiterated his findings from the 2019 federal campaign review, particularly that our members are 

supportive of our policy platform with very little negative feedback. 

5.2 Update from the office of Clifford Hayes MP 

KT updated members on the activities of Clifford Hayes’ office and parliament, including key 

achievements over the last 12-18 months. He particularly spoke of Clifford’s motion passed in the 

Upper House to improve Victoria’s planning system. 

5.3 Motion to update the constitution 

WB noted that the committee recommends four changes to the constitution and will propose them 
to members at the AGM. We had no feedback concerns after three weeks so have bundled them all 
for one vote. 

President asks for a member to move the following motion: 

The members of Sustainable Australia Inc determine by special resolution that the constitution will 
be updated as follows: 

1)    Section 1. (1) 

From: 

1. Definitions 

(1)  In this constitution: 
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       association means Sustainable Australia, formed to operate as a national political party, 

which may be registered with relevant State or Territory electoral bodies as Sustainable 

Australia (ACT), Sustainable Australia (NSW), Sustainable Australia (NT), Sustainable 

Australia (QLD), Sustainable Australia (SA), Sustainable Australia (TAS), Sustainable 

Australia (VIC) or Sustainable Australia (WA). 

To: 

1. Definitions 

(1)  In this constitution: 

       association means Sustainable Australia, formed to operate as a national political party, 

which may be registered with relevant State or Territory electoral bodies as Sustainable 

Australia Party, Sustainable Australia Party – Stop Overdevelopment / Corruption, 

Sustainable Australia (ACT), Sustainable Australia (NSW), Sustainable Australia (NT), 

Sustainable Australia (QLD), Sustainable Australia (SA), Sustainable Australia (TAS), 

Sustainable Australia (VIC), Sustainable Australia (WA), or similar, as determined by the 

committee. 

2)    Section 2. (1) 

From: 

Part 2 Objectives and Philosophy 

1. Objectives and Philosophy 

Sustainable Australia objectives are as follows: 

(1) Secure an economically, environmentally and socially sustainable Australia, including 

stabilising Australia's population as soon as practicably possible, aiming for a population of 

around 26-30 million through to 2050; 

(2) To provide leadership and support to other countries experiencing rapid population 

growth so as to help them stabilise their populations, and thus help stabilise global 

population; and 

(3) To promote the election of endorsed candidates to Commonwealth, State and Territory 

parliaments, and Local Government bodies in all Australian jurisdictions. 

To: 

Part 2 Objectives 

1. Objectives 

Sustainable Australia objectives are as follows: 

(1) Secure an economically, environmentally and socially sustainable Australia; and 
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(2) To promote the election of endorsed candidates to Commonwealth, State and Territory 

parliaments, and Local Government bodies in all Australian jurisdictions. 

3)    Section 15. (2) 

From: 

1. Composition and membership of committee 

(2) The total number of committee members is to be between 3 and 10, as determined at the 

annual general meeting. 

To: 

1. Composition and membership of committee 

(2) The total number of committee members is to be between 3 and 8, as determined at the 

annual general meeting. 

4)    Section 16. (2) and (3) 

From: 

1. Election of committee members 

(2)  If insufficient nominations are received to fill all vacancies on the committee, the 

candidates nominated are taken to be elected and further nominations are to be received at the 

annual general meeting. 

(3)  If insufficient further nominations are received, any vacant positions remaining on the 

committee are taken to be casual vacancies. 

To: 

1. Election of committee members 

(2)  If insufficient nominations are received to fill all vacancies on the committee, the 

candidates nominated are taken to be elected. 

(3)  Any vacant positions remaining on the committee are taken to be casual vacancies. 

  

Linda Weaving moved the motion. 

Warren Grzic seconded the motion. 

The motion was carried unanimously by 34 (19 + 15) 0 against by a combination of a show of hands 
and online poll. 
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6. Election of national committee 

WB thanked the committee for the huge amount of voluntary work they commit to the party. 

He added that serving members are retiring, but are eligible for re-election. Most are seeking re-

election, as follows:  

WB as President and Treasurer.  

John Haydon as Vice President. 

Susan Bowes as secretary. 

Simone Dunsford ordinary committee member 

Kelvin Thomson as ordinary committee member  

Richard Belcher as ordinary committee member. 

New nominations: 

Daniel Minson from Western Australia as ordinary committee member 

We therefore have one nomination for each position. 

The process for election of committee members was outlined, as per clause 16 in the constitution as 

follows: 

Clause 16. Election of committee members 

(4) If the number of nominations received is equal to – that is, does not exceed - the number of 

vacancies to be filled, the persons nominated are taken to be elected. 

That being the case, as per the constitution, the President declared they be appointed as follows: 

WB as President. JH as VP. WB as Treasurer. SB as Secretary. KT, SD, RB and DM as ordinary 

committee members. 

 

William offered thanks and congratulations to our 2020/21 committee members! 
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7.  Member Q&A 

Various questions were asked and answered including: 

Anne Whatman - Can the AGM be moved to an earlier date in the Calendar Year? Saturday 2 weeks 

before Christmas is always a hard ask to get a good roll up? 

WB advised that ideally we would, but due to limited resources and the Groom by-election the AGM 

was delayed. 

 

8.  Close of formal business and meeting 

The President thanked the members for attendance ongoing support of the party, invited attendees 

for a drink at a nearby pub and declared the meeting closed at 17:02pm. 

Signed as a true record: 

 

Chairman  ……………………............                   Committee member …........………………….. 

Name  ……………………............     Name   ……………………............    

Date   ………………….........……  Date    ………………….........…… 


