
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

TRUMP MONEY FUELS TRUMP-LIKE 
TOWER AT 8150 SUNSET 
 
Los Angeles—Today, the Measure S campaign, the Neighborhood Integrity Initiative, in its quest for the 
“poster child” for the worst development project in LA, held a press conference at one of the contestants, 
8150 Sunset Blvd. In its search, the campaign discovered the developer, Townscape Management 
Partnership’s financial ties to Donald Trump 
 
Angelo, Gordon & Company, one the primary financial backers of the project, is the hedge fund where 
Donald Trump has invested between $2 million and $10 million, according to Trump’s Statements of 
Economic Interest. (Business Insider, August 24, 2015). Donald Trump’s investments are fueling this 
Townscape project – from lobbying, to buying the Mayor’s influence – leaving little daylight between Donald 
Trump and what get’s built in Los Angeles. 
  
At the press event, the campaign demanded that City Hall leaders, including Mayor Garcetti, return the 
money they took from Trump's closest business associates, including Townscape Partners and Angelo, 
Gordon & Company.   
  
According to Los Angeles City Records, over the past five years  Townscape Partners donated $125,000 to 
a nonprofit set up by Mayor Eric Garcetti. And, according to the Los Angeles Ethics Commission, for the 
first three quarters of 2016, Townscape spent $166,715 on lobbying for 8150 Sunset Blvd project. 
  
In addition, given the City’s cozy ties to Trump financing, and the way it does business with these mega-
developers,  the campaign asked their opponents to name a single important city planning practice that 
differs from Trump's own actions as a developer in employing any and every loophole including conducting 
secret backroom deals to get their pet projects approved. 
  
 “We have been asking and we will continue to ask City officials to return the money from Trump's business 
associates, ” Jill Stewart, campaign manager for Measure S, said. “We are demanding that our opponents 
name a single important city planning practice that differs from Trump's own actions as a developer? Trump 
brags that he doesn't break the law, the system lets him get away with murder – and Los Angeles is no 
better. We will keep asking, until we get our answer.” 
  
Further, local leaders and protesters attending the event, first demanded that City Hall immediately schedule 
a hearing to rethink the outrageous scale and height of this life-endangering Trump-like Tower, just like they 
recently reheard Caruso’s project near the Beverly Center. 
  
Second, they demanded that City Hall immediately order a new Environmental Impact Report (EIR) that is 
not conducted by the developer, but by experts chosen by independent city planners who were not 
previously attached to this project.  The environmental study that gave the green light to this project was 
rushed through City Hall and paid for by the Trumpian developer, Townscape. 
  



“To put a mega-project right here at an already gridlocked intersection without a proper, independent 
Environmental Impact Report is not only foolish but it is corrupt.” said, Rory Barish, long-time resident and 
leader of the Save Sunset Blvd coalition. “No matter where the money comes from, or what rules they 
break, City Hall gives billionaire developers like Townscape the green light to build what they want, where 
they want. We cannot standby and let City Hall run roughshod over us, especially with Trump dollars” Barish 
said. 
  
LA's rigged planning system was written for Donald Trump. They're all but indistinguishable. 
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