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INTRODUCTION
In Australia, our politics is often dominated by the large national campaigns. National issues, opinion polls and the
internal politics of our political parties can and do frequently outweigh the issues and concerns that local people
care passionately about. In many electorates, local views and identities are forgotten or overlooked by federal
politics, their representatives seem to take the support of their constituents for granted. Warringah has been one
of the electorates that has often been forgotten or overlooked by the federal parties.
In the lead up to the 2019 federal election, Warringah saw the groundswell of grassroots local community groups
and organisations which had a substantial and inspiring impact on the outcome of those who would represent the
electorate in Canberra for the next three years.
The story of Warringah and the story of Voices of Warringah are ones of local, passionate people stepping up to
be engaged in our political system. They are testaments to the role that individuals, local community groups, and
active voters can have on both local and federal politics.
Voices of Warringah was one of many. We engaged with the community, with people on the ground, from all walks
of life and all areas in the electorate. We built a variety of methods and tools for encouraging and keeping people
engaged in our federal politics. We gave residents a voice to speak and discuss their views on federal and local
issues, to find out more about key issues and meet with their federal candidates, and to compare the views of
each federal candidate.
Voices of Warringah demonstrates that community voices do matter; small, local, independent organisations can
and do have long term, positive impacts on federal politics. If you choose to be engaged with politics, to discuss
the issues and topics relevant to you and your community, then you can create political change.

Between September 2018 and April 2019, over one hundred people
participated in Kitchen Table Conversations across the Warringah
electorate.
1,200 attendees participated in eleven forums covering a diverse range
of topics relevant for Warringah residents.
In May 2019 each federal candidate was asked thirty three questions and
their responses published for all to see.
This report summarises the activities of Voices of Warringah over this period.
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WHO ARE WE?
Voices of Warringah sprang to life in a time where
many people in our electorate felt disheartened
with the current political process and what it said
about the state of our democracy.
On 4 May 2018, the Voices of Warringah
committee was formally established by six
passionate Warringah residents who wanted to
provide a simple and effective process by which
people across the electorate could give voice in
an environment where their interests, concerns
and ideas would be heard, respected and taken
up by candidates presenting for election.
We believe that each one of us can play a
constructive role in lifting standards of behaviour,
focusing on ideas and policies and strengthening
the way we are represented politically.
We felt that our voices were not being heard and,
as a result we, as a society, were not reaching
our potential. We aimed to engage people in the
issues that affect us all and create a voice that
results in representation that truly expresses who
we are in Warringah.
We are a non-partisan group. We are interested
in getting better outcomes from our democracy,
and achieving representation that reflects who we
are and what is important to us.
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Voices of Warringah has over 500 people
registered with our website. Over the campaign
we reached thousands of people through our
events and via our Facebook page.
Our supporters are locals, they are passionate
about Warringah and our politics, they care
about what happens in Warringah and are
highly engaged with our events and
publications.
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OUR VALUES
Our values guide our actions and decisions, they keep our actions honest and ensure our
transparency.

Voices of Warringah has committed to:

Encouraging a diversity of voices and opinion in the electoral
process

Ensuring that our electorate’s voice is heard and represented at a
national level

Encouraging respectful and mature discussion of our issues of
concern

Increased community participation in our democracy

Developing and using simple, elegant processes to engage with
the electorate

Being honest and respectful, being well informed, and referring to
reputable sources when making statements
07
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KITCHEN TABLE
CONVERSATIONS
Kitchen Table Conversations are simple and powerful – helping people discuss what really
matters in a comfortable environment.
Our self-selecting hosts invited the community into their homes to sit around their kitchen tables
and have in-depth and meaningful conversations based on the political climate in Warringah and
their concerns about the future of our community. Participants were often friends, neighbours,
family, and workmates and even relative strangers were welcome.
Participants ideas and thoughts were collated by the hosts and forwarded to the Voices of
Warringah team for processing. They were then considered with all the other conversations
throughout the electorate, to unify the opinions of the voices we heard from our community.
A set of starter questions were used to focus the conversation.
The starter questions we asked were:

Living in Warringah
1. What makes for a strong community?
2. What do you value the most about living here?
Political representation
3. What do you think makes for a really good political representative?
4. Do you feel you have an adequate voice in the way you are represented?
a. Why/why not?
5. What would make for a stronger relationship between people and elected
representatives?
Issues and Concerns
6. Are there any particular issues within the Warringah Electorate that you
feel should be focussed on in the run up to the 2019 election?
7. What are the most important issues to you beyond the Warringah
electorate that you think should be focused on in the run up to the federal
election?
8. Any ideas as to what you think could be done that might deal with these
issues effectively?
08
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OUR RESULTS?
The Voices of Warringah Committee chose to analyse the results of our Kitchen Table
Conversations through both a qualitative and quantitative approach in order to
represent every issue and concern brought forward by community members.
The quantitative method is represented by frequency tables where each response was
tallied and totalled. The qualitative method involved the use of an overview grid to
compare, contrast and collate responses.
A total of fourteen Kitchen Table Conversations were held in homes and local cafes
across Warringah with participants generating hundreds of responses to our eight
questions. We have analysed each response and our general findings to each
question are presented below.

Who Participated?
Across our conversations 77% of participants were female and 33% male. We reached
a large range of ages, the oldest nearly 90 and the youngest 17. Forty one percent of
conversation participants were between the ages of 45 and 55. Tied for second were
people between the ages of 18 and 24, 55 and 64, encompassing 15% of total
participants each.
Our conversations reached across Warringah, and across political divides. We talked
to people from all walks of life, from North Curl Curl to Manly, Mosman, North
Balgowlah, and French’s Forest. Our participants' voices had often been overlooked or
forgotten in our political discourse and they were enthusiastic to answer the basic
questions no one else had thought to ask.
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What makes for a strong
community?
The first question we asked our participants arose from our connection to, and wish
for, a strong Warringah community. Participants voiced a number of diverse responses
across 59 different answers, expressing the energy and enthusiasm of our community.
The three most common responses were;

Organised Activities which inludes
opportunities our community has in
coming together around annual events
such as the Manly Jazz Festival, and
more frequent occasions such as
sporting activities, clubs and
celebrations.
The Values shared by community
members that unify the people of
Warringah and help form our
community.
The Opportunities to Contribute and
involve ourselves in charity events and
volunteering, to give back to those fellow
members of the community and beyond
who need support.
Less frequently, there existed strong
themes among the responses around
the use of public spaces such as
libraries, schools, and the environment.

A strong community is one where people share in common values that
encourage an atmosphere of inclusiveness, openness and a welcoming attitude.
Communities are strong if people are able to easily and readily interact and help
each other through local institutions and services such as schools, libraries,
churches, cafés and community groups. Through coming together communities
can help their more vulnerable members and work cooperatively towards shared
goals.
10
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What do you value most about
living here?
We love living in Warringah and wanted to know why others do and what might inspire
them to fight for political representation in Warringah.
Residents of Warringah recognised in every Kitchen Table Conversation that the
unique Natural Environment of Warringah was highly valuable to the lifestyle and
‘feel’ of the community. Particular elements mentioned such as beach, bush, coastal
walks, native flora and fauna highlight the diversity and value of the local natural
environment.
Village/Small Community Feel and Friendly Neighbours as well as Diversity and
Inclusion, and Community Spirit can be grouped together to represent a strong
theme across all the Kitchen Table Conversations of placing value in the positive,
welcoming attitude of our community members.
Safety was also an important aspect of quality of life in Warringah. It was mentioned
in half of all our conversations, residents feel comfortable walking around their
neighbourhoods and talking with strangers.

People love living in Warringah because of its natural beauty
and our strong and supportive community. We love our beaches,
bush, open spaces, and the pride we hold in each other.
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What do you think makes for a
really good political
representative?
Those who represent us in our parliaments play the key role in ensuring that our fears,
ambitions and concerns are addressed by our governments. We want to know what
people value in their political representatives.
A large number of responses arose in our conversations that can broadly be divided into
two categories: the actions our representatives should take while representing us on the
national stage and the values we want to see them embody.
The most important action our representatives can take is to be accessible, they
must actively correspond with us and listen to what we have to say. Warringah
residents want our views to be treated with the respect and consideration they deserve.
Aftter hearing our concerns our representative must act upon them, advocating for
policies that are based on evidence not ideology.
Our representative must have:
Ø Integrity
Ø Honesty
Ø Authenticity
Ø Selflessness
Ø Empathy
Our representative must be:
Ø Trustworthy
Ø Respectful

A good representative must first and foremost represent their constituents,
their views, and must work towards achieving what the majority wants and
needs. To do this, a good representative must listen to their community; this
involves not only being accessible but also proactively asking the community
for their views, arrive at evidence-based policies not dependent on a party
line. To achieve this, a good representative must have integrity and be
transparent.
12
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Do you feel you have an adequate
voice to date in the way you are
represented?
The overwhelming response to this question was:

NO!
It was clear that the residents of Warringah felt a disconnect between their voice and the
representation they witness.
Only five conversations had participants who had mixed feelings about their representation. In
these cases participants commonly that felt as though they had an adequate voice but only at
the local government level.

Why? Why Not?
Participants commonly made statements such as:

"if I don't vote Liberal, I don't count"
"he does not care what I think"
Participants felt that our previous representative did not care about the concerns and conversations
of his constituents because of who they are, dismissing them based on their age, socio-economic
group, and political affiliation. Participants voiced the view that they felt that their representative did
not care about them, was self-interested, and failed to represent their views particularly in respect to
climate change and the same sex marriage plebiscite.
Participants with a positive outlook felt as though the local council provided good representative
mechanisms, or felt that the current amount of information and questionnaires provided to the
community was adequate.

People felt strongly that they were not represented well. The local
federal member did not represent the electorate in the key issues of same
sex marriage and climate change. The member did not listen to his
constituents, took their support for granted, and did not care about their
concerns.
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What would make for a stronger
relationship between people and
elective representatives?
If we want to improve the state of our democracy we must take action to improve the quality of
our representatives. We asked our participants what they thought and they made it clear that our
representatives must take significant steps to ensuring that the Warringah community is more
involved in the political process.
Regular Meetings: there were many calls for regular
town hall or other formal meetings between
representatives and the people.
Consultation with Constituents: we need better
consultation practices between our representative
and members of the Warringah community.
Citizen Juries: were suggested as an alternate
opportunity for community members to provide their
views in the political process. This idea was explicitly
mentioned or described in nearly half of our
conversations.
Representative Surveys: asking the right people the
right questions.
Community Discussion: Organisations such as
Stop Adani, Voices of Warringah and Getup were
often mentioned as a mechanism for community
involvement.

To create a stronger relationship with their people elected
representatives must first and foremost listen to them. A representative
should listen by taking actions like establishing regular town hall or formal
meeting processes, actively going out and asking residents what they want,
or simply being available and accessible when people have something they
need to say.
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Are there any particular issues
within the Warringah Electorate
that you feel should be focused on
in the run up to the 2019 election?
While we often think about national issues when talking about federal politics, there can be a
large number of issues within Warringah of deep concern for residents. We wanted to know what
they were.
One of the most pressing local issues mentioned in one form or another in most of the Kitchen
Table Conversations was that of Transport. Both private transport, such as road development,
the construction of another Harbour Tunnel, parking and road congestion, and public transport,
particularly better public transport facilities such as bus shelters were key concerns.
Strongly connected to transport were the common calls for the establishment of a Long-term
Development Plan for our urban spaces and infrastructure. Participants frequently expressed
concern about over development and the increasing population in Warringah.
The Environment, in particular the conservation and protection of our local environment and
concerns about its degradation were commonly brought up. Climate change was often viewed as
a local issue, one that could have a significant impact on our future lives in Warringah.
Healthcare and the impact of the Northern Beaches Hospital were two issues frequently
brought up. Participants were concerned about the health of our youth and older residents, and
often called for these services to receive additional funding.
Smaller but still important issues included the funding of our schools, the availability of affordable
housing and the impact that proposed changes could have on our lives.
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What are the most important issues
to you beyond the Warringah
electorate that you think should be
focused on in the run up to the
federal election?
Involvement in the federal political conversation is essential for the success of local politics and
the impact of community voices, we asked our participants what their core concerns were for the
nation as a whole.
By far the most significant issue was Climate
Change. Every Kitchen Table Conversation
mentioned climate change as an issue that must be
addressed, with eight conversations explicitly marking
it the top issue or reaching a consensus about its
importance. Many conversations suggested we rely
more on renewable energy as a solution.
Dissatisfaction about the environmental conservation
efforts of the current government, and the Adani Mine
were frequently explicitly mentioned alongside hope
for increased investment in the protection of the
environment.
Refugees, Border Security and Detention Centres.
Australia’s treatment of asylum seekers and refugees
was a key point of concern. All responses spoke
against the current policies and expressed
disapproval with the detention centre on Nauru and
Manus Island, the treatment of refugee children and
the potential infringement of basic human rights.
Concerns regarding the Youth Population were also
common, particularly in regards to their education,
employment, mental health and high rates of suicide.

By far the most important and universally recognised issue was that of
climate change. Related issues such as the environment and renewable
energy also featured commonly. Warringah residents have made it clear we
need to take significant steps to reduce the impact of climate change.

16

VOICES OF WARRINGAH | REPORT 2019

Do you have any ideas as to what
you think could be done that might
deal with these issues effectively?
With the issues and concerns of the Warringah people identified the next question we wanted to ask
was 'what can be done to fix it?'
A unique array of responses was collected by the people of Warringah in what exactly could aid their
issues of concern. Solutions put forward by the people of Warringah as to what exactly would help
solve their issue or concern included calls for the introduction of better climate change policies,
voting in a new local member, and the reduction of ideology in politics.
All proposed solutions provided unique insights into the concerns of the local community and
addressed their key concerns discussed throughout the kitchen table conversations.

Two common solutions arose from our conversations:
1. Replace the local representative with someone who could and would take
action on the key issues.
2. Have our representatives and Governments enact policies that are based
on evidence and expert advice, rather than dogma.
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OUR FORUMS
Over six months VOW organised 11 events that empowered a total of nearly 1200 Warringah
residents with the knowledge to take action and stand up for the changes they want to see in their
community.
The goal of our forums was to give Warringah residents the information and expertise to empower
them and to provide them with confidence to conduct educated discussions with their friends and
family on the issues that were important to them and the federal election. We therefore chose the
topics and panellists of our forums carefully to best represent the varying expert views and
opinions relevant to each topic.
We invited all of the declared federal candidates to each of our events, to hear from the experts,
and provide an opportunity for each to interact with the Warringah community. All of our forums
were free entry with RSVPs encouraged.
What follows is a summary of each event, covering their contents and attendance numbers.
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Tim Dunlop – The Future of Everything
Voices of Warringah’s first event, in collaboration
with Desire Books Manly, was an invitation for Tim
Dunlop author of 'The Future Of Everything, Big,
Audacious Ideas for a Better World', to speak about
his vision for our society and democracy.
Tim argued strongly in favour of handing political
power back to 'we-the-people'. His vision is an
excellent inspiration for our work at Voices of
Warringah and the Warringah community more
broadly, particularly in light of the many smaller
community campaigns that arose in this federal
election.
31 people joined us for the event in Manly on 7
November 2018.

Richard Denniss – Curing Affluenza
Richard Denniss is one of Australia’s leading
economic thinkers, now Chief Economist and former
Executive Director of the Australia Institute, Richard
has been praised for his clear, no-nonsense,
intelligent approach to big issues.
We invited Richard to speak about "Affluenza", and
what we can change if we want a better future.
Richard stressed the often overlooked affluent
nature of Australian society. Economic issues can
often be confusing for even the savviest people,
Richard helped us shed just a little more insight into
that murky world.
43 people joined us for the event at Neutral Bay on
19 November 2018.
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Father Rod Bower – Outspoken
Father Rod Bower became well known throughout
Australia in 2018 with his attention-grabbing signs at
his Anglican Church in Gosford.
Following his success, Father Rod published a book
about his life and announced his candidacy for a
federal senate seat. We invited him down to
Warringah to discuss what propelled him to become
the conscience of our nation.
70 people joined us for this event in Balgowlah on
21 November 2018.

Jane Caro
In the run up to the 2019 election, many
expected Jane Caro, a well-known figure in
Warringah and the media, to run against
Tony Abbott at the next federal election. We
invited her to speak about her decision to
consider running as a candidate for
Warringah in the next federal election, and
what drove her to announce it.
A strong proponent of public education Jane
spoke passionately about many topics and
helped us broaden our conversations in
Warringah particularly in relation to the
potential for independent voices in
Warringah federal politics
Over 100 people joined us for this event in
Freshwater on 6 December 2018.

20

VOICES OF WARRINGAH | REPORT 2019

Uluru Statement from the Heart: Voice, Treaty and the Truth
Tony McAvoy SC, Sean Gordon, Teela Reid
For our first panel-based forum we invited three aboriginal community leaders to speak
about the Uluru Statement from the Heart. Tony McAvoy SC, Sean Gordon, and Teela
Reid, were invited to speak from their deep knowledge and respect in the fight for
Aboriginal rights and recognition in Australia.
A too often overlooked issue in our national debates, our first event for 2019 shed much
needed light on aboriginal recognition for our attendees. We discussed the complex
process involved in creating the Uluru Statement, the challenges Aboriginal reconciliation
still faces and what the Warringah people can do to help.
In May 2019 we released a series of videos recorded at the event which you can view on
our YouTube channel.
90 people joined us for this forum in Manly on 13 February 2019.
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Protect our ABC
Anne Maria Nicholson, Quentin Dempster, Ed Davis, Sandra Levy
One of the most trusted institutions in Australia is the
Australian Broadcasting Corporation. An essential
element of independent Australian journalism the ABC
was under attack in the run up to the federal election. In
collaboration with ABC Alumni, we organised a forum
lead by senior journalist Anne Maria Nicholson, joined
by journalist Quentin Dempster, Professor at Macquarie
University Ed Davis, and ABC producer Sandra Levy.
At this forum we discussed the experiences each of the
former journalists had within the institution, the nature
of the ongoing fight for ABC editorial independence and
funding, and how the audience could contribute to
supporting the ABC.
85 people joined us for this forum in Mosman on 27
February 2019

Allambie Meet the Candidates
At the request of Allambie residents, Voices
of Warringah held our first candidate forum
in Allambie. This event was held at Allambie
Heights Public school where three of our
federal candidates attended, Kristyn
Glanville (Greens), Dean Harris (Labor) and
Zali Steggall (Independent). The format
followed a longer response format than our
later candidate forums, where candidates
were asked a series of surprise questions
submitted prior to the event.
70 people joined us for this event at
Allambie Heights Public School on 3 April
2019
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Homelessness and Mental Health forum
Digby Hughes, Justene Gordon, Candy Bingham, Daniel Peterson
Homelessness and Mental health are two issues affecting too many people in Warringah. The
forum was enthusiastically led by Northern Beaches Deputy Mayor Candy Bingham. Candy was
joined by president of the Burdekin Association; Justene Gordon, Digby Hughes from
Homelessness NSW, and Daniel Peterson from Community Northern Beaches.
In this forum we discussed the many causes of homelessness in Warringah, the impact that
inadequate support from local and state governments has had on the rates of homelessness, and
what we, as a community, can do to mitigate the impact that homelessness has on some of the
most vulnerable people in our community. Voices of Warringah will prepare a submission to the
Northern Beaches Council based on the proceedings of this forum.
50 people attended this event held in Manly on 11 April 2019.

Mosman Climate Candidates' Forum
Our first event in partnership with Stop Adani and our second candidate’s forum,
the issue in focus for the forum was the climate. Four candidates: Kristyn Glanville
(Greens), Dean Harris (Labor), Susan Moylan-Coombs (Independent) and Zali Steggall
(Independent) joined us for this forum. The questions asked at this event covered a
wide range of topics surrounding the issue of climate change and environmental
conservation in Warringah. Each of the candidates was given time to respond to each
question and encouraged to do so clearly and concisely.
Approximately 300 people attended this event held in Mosman on 15 April 2019.
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Manly Climate Candidates' Forum
Our third and final candidate’s forum - also in partnership with Stop Adani - was held for Manly and
included Kristyn Glanville (Greens), Dean Harris (Labor), and Zali Steggall (Independent).
Like the previous candidate forums, this event covered a wide range of topics associated with one
of the most important issues for Warringah voters - global warming. Each candidate was given the
opportunity to respond to how they would tackle global warming and the many specific issues
within this broad area in need of significant change.
200 people attended this event held in Seaforth on 1 May 2019.

The Tunnel Debate

Dr Michelle Zeibots, Dr Peter Abelson, Cr Sarah Grattan, Lucy Mclelland

One of the most divisive issues in Warringah today is the planned Northern Beaches Tunnel link.
Many residents feel that the infrastructure project will have a negative or insubstantial impact on
transport in Warringah. Others feel it will go a long way to reducing congestion and travel times
between the Northern Beaches and the City.
Voices of Warringah focussed on including a broad range of voices for this polarising local issue.
Our primary speaker was Dr Michelle Zeibots, one of Australia’s preeminent authorities in transport
and transport infrastructure, who expressed a strong view against the construction of the tunnel.
Michelle was joined by former Mayor of Mosman and economist Dr Peter Abelson, Northern
Beaches councillor Sarah Grattan, and local resident Lucy Mclelland.
150 people attended this event, held in Balgowlah on 2 May 2019.
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QUESTIONS TO THE
CANDIDATES
In May 2019, Voices of Warringah published the results of a questionnaire put to all the
Warringah candidates at the recent federal election.
After the Warringah candidates were officially registered in April, we asked all of them thirtythree "Yes" or "No" questions across ten topics which Warringah residents are passionate about.
We drew our questions from Warringah residents and the work of peak bodies across Australia.
One of the most interesting elements to emerge out of this process was the answers to the two
additional, extended, questions which we put to each candidate. The questions encouraged them
to portray how they view the Warringah community. These questions were sourced from our
Kitchen Table Conversations. The responses made by the candidates were:

Brian Clare (Frazer Anning's Conservative National Party)
What makes for a strong community?
Pulling together without overt socialist tripe.
What do you value the most about living in Warringah?
Near the Northern beaches and a number of reasonable service facilities, with Manly
hospital closed, the Frenchs Forest private hospital is the nearest, thus a requirement for
a good public transport from the Manly peninsula etc. Running a tram up the steep
Brookvale road would be a problem.

Kristyn Glanville (Greens)
What makes for a strong community?
A strong community is driven by its members being compassionate, kind and looking out
for one another. By working together, we can make sure everyone gets access to the
essentials to live our best lives and provide a safety net so we can be resilient to
challenges we either individually face (like unemployment) or together (such as climate
change). Strong communities require an attentive government that listens to the
community’s needs and makes sure its citizens have what’s needed to live in an active
and fair community.
What do you value the most about living in Warringah?
I’m fortunate enough to live only 10 minutes’ walk from one of Australia’s best beaches
and a similar walk to local bushlands and lagoons. Not everyone gets this opportunity and
I instinctively feel the duty to ensure we take good stewardship of our local environment
so that we can pass it on to future generations. Warringah is home to many kind and
thoughtful people, and I am very inspired by those who work hard and volunteer their time
to clean up beaches, and care for the vulnerable members of our community.
25
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Dean Harris (Labor)
What makes for a strong community?
A strong community is one that is founded on equality, fairness and opportunity – no one
is marginalised or left behind, we treat each other with respect, we provide opportunity for
everyone to be their best selves and we reward and recognise contribution and
achievement..
What do you value the most about living in Warringah?
Warringah is for me about people and place. I have lived in the electorate for over 12
years and have always found it a particularly friendly, welcoming and harmonious
community. It must also be one of the most beautiful electorates in the country. I am very
passionate about protecting the native bush, pristine beaches and marine environments
for future generations.

Susan Moylan-Coombs (Independent)
What makes for a strong community?
Strong Communities are communities where its citizens know the “civic story”. There is
acceptance and inclusion of the historical narrative of place and future aspirations of its
people. It recognises and embraces diversity and promotes equality and equity to build a
strong social fabric. It intentionally has a willingness to be open and has the ability to
work together towards common goals. It creates memories together. It allows freedom of
expression and promotes fairness. In times of crisis it can pull together as well as express
joy in celebrating achievements and milestones. Communities are only as strong as the
individuals and families that are a part of it.
What do you value the most about living in Warringah?
Warringah, which means “deep water” referring to the water in Middle Harbour, has been
my home for over 50 years. What I value most about living here is my connection to
country. This is Gai-mariagal land, this is the ancestral homelands of Professor Dennis
Foley and his family, who I am proud to call a friend. When I walk country, the beaches,
the bush and swim in the ocean and waterways, I know the proper way to be in country
and I value that.
Warringah is home for me now, I have raised my children here and I am deeply
connected to this place. Warringah is where I now professionally work as a small
business owner, I value the acceptance and inclusion of my contribution, giving of my
time voluntarily and being of service to the wider community to bring healing to the land
and to all people who call Warringah home.
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Zali Steggall (Independent)
What makes for a strong community?
A strong community is healthy, safe and connected. A place where we value and respect
each other; care for each other, support each other and celebrate our diversity. A strong
community is where all people are recognised, listened to and those in need are
supported.
To be healthy we must value our physical and mental health and treat them as equal.
This is why I've called for more holistic health practices and more community programs in
schools to promote mental strength and wellbeing.
Loneliness is a growing problem and while we're more connected through devices, we
risk losing person to person connections. Our sports groups in Warringah help this
enormously and all those who volunteer and participate in local sports should be
commended for making our community stronger.
What do you value the most about living in Warringah?
We live in a very special part of the world. I feel so lucky to be able to raise my children in
Warringah. What I value is our environment - our bush and beaches - and I want to
preserve them for future generations. I also value our people, our heritage and unique
local communities.

Not all candidates have responded to our questions, notably the Liberal Party candidate
Tony Abbott failed to respond to our questions. If you would like to view our summary,
questions in full and the full candidate responses please visit our website.
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VOICES IN THE MEDIA
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In many of these articles, Voices of Warringah has been linked directly to either the Zali
Steggall campaign or to the anti-Tony Abbott campaigns. We have no affiliation with
these organisations, we are independent, non-partisan and as such decided to not take a
side during the 2019 federal election campaign.
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WHAT'S NEXT?
Voices of Warringah is committed to ensuring long term, positive, political change in
Warringah where our political representatives are truly representative and accountable to
its people. Political representation and participation did not end with the election on 18
May, it must be a continuing process of political engagement throughout the political cycle.
Voices of Warringah will return to continue engaging with our representatives and the
Warringah community, and facilitate discussion between them. We look forward to working
with you, the Warringah community and our future federal representative for years to
come.

How you can get involved...
Join Voices of Warringah at www.voicesofwarringah.org.au
Join us at our future events
Read our emails and communications for news about how to
participate in future Kitchen Table Conversations and democratic
events.
Visit other websites and organisations that promote community
democracy
Get in contact and work with our federal representative.
Retain the view that ‘it’s my democracy, and as a citizen, it’s my
responsibility to participate in it’
Share this report with your friends and family!

Join us at our next event....Warringah What's Next? A workshop that will
be held on 13 and 14 July 10am to 2pm each day to discuss the future of
grassroots politics in Warringah!
Venue to be determined.
Join us and help to continue positive change in our electorate!

The Voices of Warringah Committee would like to thank Louise Hislop for her invaluable
contribution as our inaugural president in 2018.
Voices of Warringah acknowledge The Victorian Women’s Trust and Voices for Indi in
creating and refining the Kitchen Table Conversation model and, in particular, Denis
Ginnivan.

THANK YOU!
Voices of Warringah would like to thank everyone who has been involved with
us over the past year;
Thank you to everyone who put their hand up and invited others to their home
to create a comfortable environment to talk about often uncomfortable
issues.
Thank you to those who came along to the conversations, answered our
questions and expressed their views and their passions.
Thank you to the panellists and speakers at our forums for volunteering their
valuable time.
Thank you to everyone who attended our events and took the information and
discussions into the broader community.
Thank you to each of our federal candidates for putting their foot forward to
improving politics in Warringah
Finally Voices of Warringah would like to thank the Warringah people for being
such a wonderful and passionate community. We look forward to working with
you in the future.
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