
Nashville Pedestrian Safety

2020 was the worst year in recorded history for people 
walking in Nashville. 39 people were killed by vehicles while 
they were walking. At least 248 additional people were 
injured in traffic crashes while walking. 

Last February, after years of advocacy by Walk Bike 
Nashville and other organizations, Mayor Cooper made 
a bold commitment to a Vision Zero goal. Vision Zero is 
a global strategy to eliminate all traffic fatalities and 
severe injuries while increasing safe, healthy, and equitable 
mobility.

Setting an ambitious goal is an essential first step. But 
pedestrian deaths have steadily risen for the past 15 years. 
Without funding for safety projects, or significant changes 
to how streets are managed, we cannot hope to turn this 
trend around.

Urgent, bold action is required by both our city and state 
government to ensure that all Nashvillians can safely 
navigate our city on foot or bicycle.

For more information contact Walk Bike Nashville info@walkbikenashville.org

2020 Fatal Pedestrian Crashes
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2020 Key Crash Statistics



 Seven roads account for nearly half of fatalities in 2020
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Fatalities per MNPD Precinct in 2020
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Common High Crash Corridors

A little about the victims

In 2020 we continued to see most pedestrian 
fatalities on high-speed state arterials. The 
seven roads at the right account for nearly half 
of the fatalities. Most crashes on these corridors 
occurred outside of downtown, midtown or West 
Nashville.

Larger state roads account for nearly all deaths. 
71% of fatalities occurred on roads with four or 
more lanes, with another 16% on interstates. 
These corridors also all have higher speeds than 
surrounding streets.

These streets are particularly deadly at night. As 
in past years, 70% of 2020 fatalities took place 
at night (6 pm - 6 am)
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There continue to be strong demographic 
trends among pedestrian victims, and the 
neighborhoods where crashes are occurring.

At least 30% of all people killed while walking 
in 2020 were experiencing homelessness. 

70% of 2020 victims were men, and only 30% 
women. 

As in previous years, most crashes occur 
in neighborhoods that are more likely to 
have a lower average income and majority  
percentage of people of color. 

Data from MNPD Crash Reports & Google Earth 



More than 80% of all pedestrian fatalities occurred on wide, state-controlled arterial roads. These 
arterial roads have speed limits over 30 mph, multiple lanes, few safe crosswalks, and high numbers of transit 
riders. 

Fatal Pedestrian Crash by Type of Road 
2016-2020

Fatal Pedestrian Crash by Size of Road 
2016-2020
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Crash Trends Over the Past 5-Years: 80% on State Roads
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Top Crash Corridors: 2016-2020
Just a handful 
of these busy, 
wide state 
roads account 
for the majority 
of crashes.

These same 
streets see 
crashes year 
after year. 

Poor lighting and time of day also contribute to making our streets less safe for those on foot. The vast 
majority of fatalities happen at night. Certain months in the fall and winter tend to be deadlier.
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An Unequal Burden: The Relationship between Income and Safety

Not all parts of the city have seen the same spike in pedestrian fatalities. There is a strong correlation 
between pedestrian and driver collisions and parts of our city with more people living at or below 
poverty. 

Transportation Equity: Infrastructure Investments to Address Safety
Additional study is needed to determine what is causing this strong correlation between pedestrian 
fatalities and parts of the city that have lower average household income, but it’s clear that the our 
most deadly streets are not distributed evenly across Nashville. Parts of our city are suffering more 
than others.

This is why equity must be placed at the center of all conversations about infrastructure investments 
in Nashville and in the city’s upcoming Vision Zero Plan. Investments like sidewalks, traffic calming, 
and Vision Zero countermeasures should be prioritized to address neighborhoods that have long been 
left behind and are seeing higher number of serious and fatal crashes. 

This map was made using Urban Footprint, which WBN has access to through a grant from Spin. It shows the 
overlap of pedestrian fatalities from 2016-2020, and parts of Nashville with lower average household income 
according to the census. 


