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2015 Walk Bike Nashville Vice-Mayoral/Council Candidate Questionnaire 

 

Name of Candidate: Dave Rosenberg 

Office Sought (Vice-Mayor, Metro-Council): Metro Council 

District (if applicable): District 35 

Contact email: dave@daveforbellevue.com 

Contact phone number: 615.208.7129 

Website: https://daveforbellevue.com  

Twitter: https://twitter.com/DaveRosenbergTN  

 

1. If (re)elected what would you do to promote walking and biking in Nashville and ensure 

all Nashvillians, regardless of who they are and where they are trying to go, have access 

to real transportation options? 

Our communities need more sidewalks, bike lanes, and multiuse paths that 

really allow our residents to travel by foot and by bike. I’ll be a proponent of 

those infrastructure upgrades. 

 

2. The Strategic Plan for Sidewalks and Bikeways, which prioritizes where to build new 

sidewalks and bikeways, was last updated in 2008- before Nashville began experiencing 

explosive growth. The plan was slated to be updated every 5 years, and thus is due for 

an update. What should our priorities for walking and biking be in the next version? How 

would you go about updating the plan? 

We need to update this plan, as Nashville has undergone massive change 

in the past seven years. 

Priorities should be making connections between existing sidewalks/bike 

lanes/multiuse paths, additions near schools and other high potential 

destinations that reduce short-trip car traffic, and additions along arteries 

that enable wider travel using these modes of transportation. 

We also must not neglect maintaining the sidewalks that we already have. 

  

https://daveforbellevue.com/
https://twitter.com/DaveRosenbergTN
http://mpw.nashville.gov/IMS/stratplan/
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3. In 2014, 18 pedestrians were killed, and many more injured, on the roads of Davidson 

County. Nashville is currently ranked the 15th most dangerous city in America for 

pedestrians, according to Dangerous by Design (Smart Growth America).   Vision Zero 

is an international effort dedicated to the belief that even one preventable pedestrian 

injury or death is too many. Streets should be engineered to protect all road users – 

especially pedestrians, who are most exposed to dangerous conditions on the road. How 

can we apply Vision Zero policies in Nashville? What can we do as a city to increase 

safety for all road-users in Nashville? 

There are several steps we can take:  

 public awareness campaigns, 

 buffered pedestrian/bike lanes, 

 protected intersections as pioneered by the Dutch, 

 upgraded signals, and 

 traffic calming techniques. 

All of these methods will have the desired effect of increasing safety and 

reducing needless deaths and injuries. 

 

4. Where do you think Metro should construct sidewalks first? How should Metro prioritize 

sidewalk projects? 

Sidewalks should be constructed in highest impact areas first – connecting 

existing sidewalks; near schools, libraries, and other civic facilities; and in 

areas where we can have a positive effect on automobile traffic. 

In Bellevue, for example, Old Harding Road must be a top priority. The 

road is a narrow two-lane road with narrow shoulders and no sidewalks, 

and it is both adjacent to a middle school (and soon a high school as well) 

and a primary route from many neighborhoods to midtown/downtown. I’ve 

been told harrowing stories about trying to traverse this road by both 

parents and bicyclists, and this situation is a public safety issue that must 

be addressed. 

  

http://www.smartgrowthamerica.org/documents/dangerous-by-design-2014/dangerous-by-design-2014.pdf
http://www.visionzeroinitiative.com/


 

www.walkbikenashville.org 

5. As part of the Nashville Next process, the Planning Department has collected public 

input to create a long-term transportation plan called Access Nashville 2040. The plan 

recognizes that our citizens do not desire, nor can our city afford, expensive new roads. 

Rather than pursue costly widening projects that provide a temporary solution to 

congestion and a permanent maintenance burden, we must operate our existing street 

network more efficiently by expanding access to multimodal transportation. Do you 

support this conclusion? What would you do to ensure Nashvillians can use walking and 

biking as real transportation options, and not just forms of recreation? 

I support multimodal transportation access as an alternative to 

concentrating solely on automobile traffic but acknowledge there are some 

roads in my district – rural in location – that need to be widened in 

combination with adding sidewalks/bike lanes not for the purpose of 

handling increased future traffic but to deal with current, long distance 

traffic that will not be significantly reduced until we put in place a much-

needed, robust mass transit system. (It’s worth noting that District 35 has 

virtually zero mass transit.) 

 

6. Studies consistently show that the greater the population density in a given 

neighborhood, the more walkable that neighborhood will be (e.g. walking to grocery 

store, work, transit).  What are your thoughts about density in Nashville and how it 

relates to transportation challenges? 

Nashville’s density varies wildly from one part of the county to another and 

even from one part of a community to another. (This is true in Bellevue, 

which features higher density areas closer to town and rural areas on the 

edges.) And, clearly, these different densities call for different solutions. 

When permitting a densely-built community, either through infill or new 

development, walkability must be a priority. This is also true of 

development adjacent to civic and commercial properties. It’s an essential 

quality of life issue. 

 

  

http://www.nashville.gov/Government/NashvilleNext.aspx
http://www.nashville.gov/Government/NashvilleNext/Access-Nashville-2040.aspx
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7. There is clear support in the Nashville community for spending more money on 

sidewalks, but the source of funding is always the major question. Do you think the city 

should spend more, less or the same amount on sidewalks and bikeways? If more, what 

policies or initiatives would you propose to increase funding for sidewalks and other 

pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure projects? If less, what would you opt to not fund 

and why? 

I support spending more to build out our sidewalk system, which is 

currently lacking, and am excited for possibility of making our community 

significantly more biking/walking friendly than it currently is. This is, after 

all, a public safety issue—particularly in regard to routes near schools. 

 

8. While our sidewalk, greenway and bikeway networks are expanding, there are still many 

gaps in connectivity that rule out biking and walking as real transportation options for 

many Nashvillians who would otherwise be interested in biking or walking to work, 

school, the grocery store or to community events. What initiatives or policies would you 

propose to bridge the gaps that separate walkable and bikeable areas from adjacent 

communities? 

Completing the greenway will allow bicyclists and pedestrians to skip some 

dangerous routes, particularly in my district. In addition, we should fill in 

gaps that will allow bicyclists and pedestrians to make trips that will lessen 

short-trip traffic and permit them to access major intercommunity routes. 

 

9. Everyone wants to be able to get across the city quickly, yet roads designed to carry 

cars as quickly as possible are usually the most dangerous for pedestrians and cyclists. 

Do you support adding traffic calming approaches (example: bulb outs; road diets; slow 

zones) along Nashville’s major pikes and arteries? When are these projects 

appropriate? 

I support traffic calming where it has been identified as feasible and 

effective. Such efforts are most efficiently conducted concurrently with 

other maintenance. 

 

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Curb_extension
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Road_diet
http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/data/library/details.cfm?id=4844
http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/data/library/details.cfm?id=4844
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10. Nashville is currently a Bronze Bicycle Friendly Community, as determined by the 

League of American Bicyclists. What would you do to move us towards becoming a 

Silver Bicycle Friendly community? 

If NashvilleNext plans for more multi-use paths and bike routes are 

applied, not only will that help us with those criteria for reaching silver 

level, but we will necessarily become more engaged with other criteria like 

education, promotion, and safety. In addition, Vision Zero-related 

improvements will move us in that direction. 

 

11. Are there any specific bicycle or pedestrian infrastructure projects or initiatives that you 

would work to complete during your term? 

My top priority affecting my district is Old Harding Pike. In addition, I’d like 

to see the NashvilleNext-recommended multi-use paths along Highway 

100 and Old Hickory Boulevard, along with Highway 70S and adjacent to 

our schools. Completion of the greenway in Bellevue is also a priority. 

http://bikeleague.org/community
http://bikeleague.org/

