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GRIEVING FAMILY SHARES PLEA TO DRIVERS TO SLOW DOWN THIS HALLOWEEN
The speed limit on all residential streets in Rutherford County this Halloween is 25 mph.
NASHVILLE, TN — 13-year-old, Nathaniel “Nate” Elijah Isbell, an eighth grader at Rock Springs
Middle School, was killed last Halloween after being struck by a speeding driver on a residential
street. In memory of Nate, his mother, Janeesa Perkins and his father, Chuck Isbell, advocated
to pass a resolution for the “Halloween Speed Limit” which lowered the speed limit to 25 mph on
all residential streets in Rutherford County on Halloween.
During the month of October, Janessa and Chuck are distributing yard signs that state “Keep a
kid alive. Drive 25” and reaching out to elected officials, schools and community organizations to
ask people to share their message of caution this Halloween.
“Please slow down, be alert and expect the unexpected on our roads. The speed limit on all
residential streets this Halloween is 25 mph,” said Chuck Isbell. “Driving slower means you can
stop faster. If you hit a pedestrian at 40 mph there is a 80% chance they’ll die. At 20mph there is
a 90% chance they’ll live. Nate’s death was not an accident. Nate’s death was preventable, if
the driver had been going slower, Nate would be alive today.”
Nate was a smart, kind, and generous soul. Nate excelled at playing electric and acoustic guitar.
He is missed dearly. This Halloween in memory of Nate, all Rutherford County residents are
being asked to drive carefully and remember a second of your time could save a life.
Janessa and Chuck are continuing their campaign for safer roads beyond Halloween and have
launched a petition to make the speed limit on all local, residential streets in Rutherford County
25 mph every day, not just on Halloween. Residents who support having the speed limit on local
streets be lowered to 25 mph are being asked to sign this petition.

About Families for Safe Streets
Families for Safe Streets (FSS) is a group for people who have lost loved ones while walking
or biking and for those that have been injured in a crash as a pedestrian or bicycle rider. The
group is designed to provide a community of support for victims and loved ones. Families for
Safe Streets Nashville is a chapter of a national organization and is run locally by the nonprofit
Walk Bike Nashville.

Image of Yard Sign

Nate loved Halloween. His mother, Janessa, created this image for people and organizations to
share on social media and in newsletters.

