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November 26, 2019 
Permit Sonoma Director and Deputy Director
Georgia McDaniel: Project Manager Winery Events Ordinance
RE:  Preliminary Comments on Draft studies released November 6, 2019: “Dry Creek and Westside Capacity Threshold Study” and “Background Conditions Report”

For the past five years, the Westside Community Association (WCA) Board has requested the County complete cumulative impact and road safety analyses on Westside Road.  Although we share traffic accident data with our members, at the Friday, November 22nd Stakeholder meeting, agricultural/winery interests alleged traffic is not a problem, an opinion that is contrary to WCA accident and DUI data. 
The Consultant’s draft report, even with the sparsity of rural road data, shows that Westside is at the tipping point.  The Sonoma Valley Capacity Study clearly shows that once roadways approach or exceed capacity, the tourist driving experience is diminished.  Dodging vehicles or slamming on your brakes to avoid a vehicle backup just beyond a blind curve does not make for a relaxing wine tour experience or an enjoyable bicycle ride.  

WCA Requests: WCA supports the consultant’s recommendation that permanent data collection equipment be installed along Westside Road. 

1. Schedule an appointment among the WCA Board, the traffic consultants and County Staff. 
2, County Transportation Department install “Your Speed Is” electronic monitoring equipment in high risk areas along Westside. (See Attachment)

3. Reduce speed limit to 40 mph and increase CHP surveillance and speed, unsafe passing enforcement.  
4.  Conduct physical traffic counts with permanent in-road monitors to continually update the baseline, set at intervals to register travel speeds.

5.  Address approved projects in the pipeline and conduct adequate cumulative impact analyses. 
Preliminary Comments on Capacity Threshold Study:  The subject studies are a start; however, capacity thresholds are only one part of a cumulative impact analysis and Industry-wide Events represent only a fraction of event traffic.  

A) More data may be needed, yet the capacity tipping trend is clear.  Four datasets underrepresent Westside counts: 

1) January 2016 Industry-wide Event counts understate visitation, as Winter Wine Land weekend was extremely rainy, 
2) July 2016 counts are only Peak Season count.  
3) Minimal traffic counts taken for Westside in February 2017, and 
4) April 2017 Passport counts do not represent Westside, as only 4 wineries in the first mile participate in the Passport Event.  

B) Table 11.1 Cumulative Forecasts needs further explanation as to assumptions and methodology.  The table appears to show low growth on Westside by 2040. 


C) Need validation of current baseline and 2040 growth scenarios with full traffic generation estimates (winery truck, worker, tasting and events)  

1)  Known projects that are not in operation: Two projects with a total of 10 new tasting rooms have been approved, but are not operational.  (Bacchus Landing has 6 tasting rooms under construction and Westside Farms was approved for 5 separate entertaining spaces, including 3 tasting rooms and 3 commercial kitchens); 
2) Potential new winery/tasting room/ event applications;  
3) Modifications to existing Use Permits; and 
4) Housing build-out – including ADUs – however, houses do not generate as much traffic as winery enterprises.  
D) Not requesting engineering solutions: Even though some stretches of Westside are sub-standard for a “Rural Collector”, the WCA is not advocating solutions that widen or straighten the road. As noted by the traffic engineer, those types of improvements merely increase the speeding problem, and detract from the rural character that brings tourists to Sonoma County.  
WCA members value the agricultural nature of our community and the number of historic properties in the scenic corridor.  Many believe rural character is what brings tourists to our County versus other wine regions.  Multiple types of tourists enjoy the Westside Area:  visitors come to our famed wineries; Westside is a major route for Sonoma’s lucrative bicycle tourism, and it’s an access road to Sonoma County’s famed coastal areas.  

E) Speeding is a primary concern. Westside’s speed limit of 45 mph, (with stretches where signage states, “End 45 mph”) is excessive for substandard road conditions that has a significant number of commercial driveway intersections.  Even 40 mph is difficult to safely maintain as each straight segment leads into blind hills and curves with little reaction time. 

F) Collision Data: Driving or biking on Westside Road should not be a game of Russian River Roulette.  The report’s collision data substantiates our concerns (Table 9.1 and 9.3). 
1) It’s no surprise that the roads with the highest speed limits had highest rates of accidents (Dry Creek Road and Westside): 
2) data covering only 2011 -2015, show that 68% of injury accidents result in severe injuries. 
3) For the Dry Creek Valley and Westside area, Westside had the only fatalities, both DUI related.  And, there have been two additional fatalities on Westside since 2015.  (WCA Attachment)
4) Collision Rate Analyses (injury collisions/mile driven) shows Westside at 56.4%, much higher than the Sonoma County average (40%) or State average (42.5%).  
Bottom Line: Accident rates are significantly higher in the Peak Season, and on weekends from 1 -4 pm. These are all indicators that tourist traffic (vehicle and bicycle) have a role in increased accident risks.  
Section 12 Findings concluded that travel conditions will worsen and Westside Road will operate below acceptable service thresholds…and safety hazards will increase.  Now, is the time to take action to resolve these cumulative impacts.  
Thank you for the opportunity to review the Dry Creek Valley report. The WCA Board looks forward to a meeting with the County Staff and a final report with analyses completed for the Westside Area, given its high accident levels and known growth rate.    

Sincerely, 

Judith Olney, Chair Westside Community Association Board

WCA Attachment: Part 1 and Part 2: Public Safety on Westside Road – November 2019 Update - Accident and Speeding Concerns 
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Westside Community Association, P.O. Box 1821, Healdsburg, CA 95448











 PAGE 
2

