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August 30, 2018

Patrick Fuss, Wastewater Principal Engineer 
City of Healdsburg, 401 Grove Street   Healdsburg, CA 95448 

RE: Wastewater Irrigation Expansion Program

The Westside Community Association (WCA) is a membership organization, and our members reside both on aquifer lands along the Russian River and Dry Creek, as well as in the watershed lands west of Westside Road.  

The WCA Board respectfully requests that the City of Healdsburg hold public hearings to review the Wastewater Irrigation Plan.  The August 21st meeting was poorly noticed, and attended by only a half-dozen people.  It is imperative that: 

· Recycled water users fully understand their responsibilities and liabilities; and that all residents are aware of the User Agreement terms; 

· Landowners adjacent to or downstream from Users understand wastewater irrigation mitigations/protective measures and restrictions on application near residential and irrigation wells; 

· Healdsburg officials put controls in place to ensure trucking of wastewater remains within the boundaries of the disposal map, and that truckers understand the limits and other precautions for wastewater use; 

· All landowners understand the City of Healdsburg’s responsibilities and liability for damage to the drinking water aquifer or contamination of individual groundwater supplies; and 


· Landowners understand the City of Healdsburg’s groundwater monitoring program, and resident well testing responsibilities and rights to drinking water replacement should their well become contaminated.  
WCA members have documented that cannabis growers are receiving Healdsburg wastewater and disposing of it outside the current boundaries, and outside the 2018 Expansion Area. Cannabis use must be thoroughly studied as to agronomic rates, potential groundwater contamination of hillside aquifers given high application rates, and other unstudied impacts.  For example, water trucks on one-lane roads create public safety issues given the stopping distances for such heavy trucks and inability to safely back up hill.  In addition, truck traffic on dirt roads increase sediment loads in salmon spawning creeks, and unauthorized trespass issues on private roads and driveways.  

The WCA supports our members in watershed area’s request that the City of Healdsburg set new procedures to ensure that trucked water is not taken outside the current boundaries: 

· Inform the Recycled Water Operations Manager that cannabis operations and agriculture outside the Map boundaries are not to be granted permits. 

· Develop a City Recycled Wastewater Permit procedure requiring the location of each property the Permit Holder or water trucker plans to irrigate, with requirements that the irrigation site be accessible via paved roadways; and 


· Require Certification from the recipient that the Healdsburg source recycled water will only be used within the current boundaries on the Recycled Water Program Map.

A Subsequent EIR is Required:  The WCA Board is concerned about the significant 2018 project additions and the 5-year increases in disposal rates. These are not minor changes to the studies including in the 2005 FEIR; thus, a new, subsequent EIR is required.  
Per California State rules, expanding the disposal area by 4,700 additional unstudied acres, new uses in unstudied watershed areas, and significant increases in disposal rates over a 5-year period, are not “minor additions and changes”:  
"CEQA Guidelines Section 15163 states that a lead agency may choose to prepare a supplement to an EIR rather than a subsequent EIR if proposed changes meet the conditions described in CEQA Guidelines Section 15162 and if only minor additions and changes would be necessary to make the previous EIR adequate."

The City of Healdsburg needs to thoroughly study fragile watershed lands, especially contained hillside aquifers providing residential well water, and define surface water mitigation for increased traffic on highly erosive roads.  
In the drinking water aquifer for 700,000 people, the City of Healdsburg must thoroughly study the potential for groundwater contamination, develop a groundwater monitoring and reporting system, analyze data from the City of Santa Rosa’s dairy irrigation programs, and report results to the public.  

As noted in the August 21st comment card, virtually all categories of environmental impact need analyses.  Technical studies must cover the impacts during the construction period, the agronomic rates for all proposed uses, and traffic and road safety impacts on roads in the Westside Area.  

The increased growth potential from opening up current water scarce areas to vineyard development and on-going maintenance and the loss of open space and its water holding capacity must be addressed.  
As to concerns and alternatives, the WCA re-submits the Clean Water Coalition of Northern Sonoma County’s 2014 and 2015 letters, which advocated for urban irrigation with potable water offsets and potential revenue from sale of wastewater treated by reverse osmosis as preferable alternatives to disposal in a sensitive drinking water aquifer with high groundwater tables.  

Conditions have changed over the past 13 years, both in terms of the value of water and the economics of advanced treatment technologies. Healdsburg must stop writing supplements to its out-of-date 2005 Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR), such as the inadequate 2014 Addendum, and prepare an up to date new EIR, with a complete alternatives analysis and accurate studies of potential short and long-term impacts for all alternatives, new uses and new areas and types of land. 
Sincerely, 
Westside Community Association Board 

Attachments: 2014 and 2015 Letters, with Alternatives defined, from Clean Water Coalition of Northern California 
Formed for the purpose of furthering the welfare of the Mill Creek and Westside Communities
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