
DATE: September 24, 2015 
 
TO: Watershed Conservation Authority Governing Board 
 
FROM: Robert Romanek, Project Manager 
 
THROUGH: Mark Stanley, Executive Officer 
 
SUBJECT: Item 11: Consideration of a resolution to ratify a Supplemental Project 

Agreement to the San Gabriel Canyon Improvements Project Master Agreement. 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: That the Watershed Conservation Authority (WCA) ratify a Supplemental Project 
Agreement to the San Gabriel Canyon Improvements Project (SGC Project) Master Agreement. 
 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The Angeles National Forest (ANF) and WCA partnered under a Master 
Participating Agreement (MPA) to develop and implement a comprehensive master development plan for 
the San Gabriel Canyon Improvements Project (SGC Project) Area (Exhibit A). The SGC Project Area serves 
as the main gateway to the San Gabriel Mountains National Monument (Monument) and encompasses 
some of the most heavily utilized recreational destinations. The SGC Project focuses on visitor access, 
amenities and utilization of recreational opportunities within the region.   
 
The MPA provides authorization from both parties to jointly work together to forward projects within the 
SGC Project Area. As related to this agreement, the Cattle Canyon Improvements Project and the River 
Wilderness Park Entry Improvements Project are both located within the SGC Project Area. Supplemental 
project agreements (SPA) to the MPA are necessary to identify specific projects, and the related division 
of responsibilities and funding.  
 

BACKGROUND: On July 23, 2015 the WCA Governing Board authorized the Chair, or designee, to 
negotiate and enter into supplemental project agreements under the SGC Project Master Agreement. In 
mid-August 2015, the ANF notified that they had $250,000 in funding to obligate to the WCA to support 
the SGC Project. ANF also identified that it was urgent to execute a SPA to secure the funding. Therefore 
the SPA was negotiated and signed by WCA on August 27, 2015. Noncash contributions by the WCA in 
the amount of $100,000 were also included, which meet mandatory federal match requirements.  
 
The $250,000 in contributions from the ANF is to be used for Phase 1 of the Cattle Canyon Improvements 
Project. In exchange, the WCA has agreed to a noncash contribution of $10,000 toward the Cattle Canyon 
Project, which is funded by an RMC grant (RMC09105), and a $90,000 noncash contribution toward the 
development of the River Wilderness Park Entry Improvements, which is slated to be funded as a portion 
of the $997,000 award in Proposition A as recommended by staff from the Los Angeles County Park and 
Open Space District under the 2015 Countywide Competitive Grant Program. This Proposition A funding 
will support development of an adventure play area and a park pavilion as components of the RWP Entry 
Improvements Project. The collective ANF and WCA contributions to the Cattle Canyon Project will be 
used to support planning for the implementation of the Site Development Plan, and/or future educational 
outreach programming. Specific details of how these contributions are determined between the ANF and 
WCA. The fully signed SPA attachment is included as Exhibit B. 
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FISCAL INFORMATION: The performance period of this SPA runs through July 1, 2020. The WCA 
obligation to contribute $10,000 in noncash obligation toward the Cattle Canyon Project will be expended 
within FY 2015/2016, as consistent with the adopted budget and RMC grant budget. The noncash 
obligations in the amount of $90,000 for the development of the RWP is anticipated to be expended within 
Fiscal Year 2017/2018.  
 
ANF and WCA will determine project expenditures for the $250,000 cash contribution to the WCA, at 
which time a specific budget will be bought before the Board, which is anticipated within this current fiscal 
year. Expenditure anticipated beyond June 30, 2016 will be carried over to the year’s budget.  
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Exhibit A 

Territory Map: San Gabriel Canyon 

Improvements Project  
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September 24, 2015 - Item 11 
 

RESOLUTION 2015-35 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE WATERSHED CONSERVATION AUTHORITY TO RATIFY A 
SUPPLEMENTAL PROJECT AGREEMENT TO THE SAN GABRIEL CANYON 
IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT MASTER AGREEMENT. 

 
WHEREAS, the Watershed Conservation Authority (WCA) has been established as a joint powers agency 
between the Rivers and Mountains Conservancy (RMC) and the Los Angeles County Flood Control District 
(District); and 
 
WHEREAS, the Watershed Conservation Authority (WCA) has further been established to focus on 
projects which will provide open space, habitat restoration, and watershed improvement projects in both 
the San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers watershed; and 
 
WHEREAS, this action ratifies a supplemental project agreement to the San Gabriel Canyon Improvements 
Project Master Agreement for the Cattle Canyon Improvements Project and the River Wilderness Park 
Entry Improvements Project; and  
 
WHEREAS, the proposed action is exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act; 
NOW 
 
Therefore be it resolved that the WCA hereby: 
 

1. FINDS that this action is consistent with the purposes and objectives of the WCA. 

2. FINDS that the actions contemplated by this resolution are exempt from the environmental 
impact report requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  

3. ADOPTS the staff report dated September 24, 2015.  

4. RATIFIES a supplemental project agreement to the San Gabriel Canyon Improvements Project 
Master Agreement for the Cattle Canyon Improvements Project and the River Wilderness Park 
Entry Improvements Project. 

~ End of Resolution ~ 

 
 

// 
 

 
Motion: _______________________ Second: _______________________ 

 
Ayes: ________  Nays: ____________   Abstentions: _____________ 
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Resolution 2015-35 

Passed and Adopted by the Board of the 
WATERSHED CONSERVATION AUTHORITY 
On September 24, 2015 
 
 
 

 _________________________________ 

 Brian Mejia, Chairperson 
 
ATTEST: ______________________ 
  Terry Fujimoto  
  Deputy Attorney General 
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