
DATE: January 21, 2021 

TO: WCA Governing Board 

FROM: Johnathan Perisho, Project Manager 

THROUGH: Mark Stanley, Executive Officer 

SUBJECT: Item 12: Consideration of a resolution to ratify an application to the Rivers and 
Mountains Conservancy Proposition 68 grant program for the San Gabriel River 
Equestrian Center Water Quality Improvements project.  

RECOMMENDATION: That the Watershed Conservation Authority (WCA) Governing Board ratify 
the submission of grant application to the Rivers and Mountains Conservancy Proposition 68 
grant program for the San Gabriel River Equestrian Center Water Quality Improvements and 
Development Project for $2.875 Million and approve acceptance of grant if awarded.  

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The San Gabriel River Equestrian Center Water Quality Improvements 
and Development project (Exhibit A Grant Application) will include a 60 foot-wide, quarter-mile-
long swale and tributary swales through the site integrated into the installation of new stalls to 
capture and cleanse runoff and pollutants and to provide associated benefits. This project will 
demonstrate leading practices through nature-based solutions and improved operations, 
replacing existing facilities with new barns, stables, and associated equestrian amenities.  

The regenerative design benefits of the project not only include water quality, but also water 
capture and conservation through passive irrigation, best practices for managing stormwater and 
site runoff, and habitat through locally native plant cover chosen for resilience and species 
support. A minimum of half the total project area (two and a half acres or more) will be 
revegetated to support local species, water management, the carbon sequestration and air 
quality improvements associated with vegetated landscapes, and to serve as barrier between the 
I-605 freeway and the park and surrounding community.

Additional planned site elements include a quarter-mile (0.25) park visitor and equestrian trail 
connection to the new park entrance along the main swale, as well as an approximately fifth of 
a mile (0.20) additional therapy trail for equestrians. Monitoring and interpretation are also 
foundational for the project, to best demonstrate methods and outcomes, and to serve as an 
example at a high-profile location also capitalizing on facility programming focused on therapy 
that will bring users across the region for uses in high demand. 

Responding to the Rivers and Mountains Conservancy call for projects, staff began preparation 
of the application in mid-December and submitted the project for consideration by the January 
13, 2021 submission deadline for the competitive Round 2 program.   
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BACKGROUND:  In 2005, the San Gabriel River Equestrian center was acquired along with the 
other parcels that makes up the Duck Farm River Park properties along the San Gabriel River and 
in the unincorporated Avocado Heights community, at an intersection of several municipalities 
and unincorporated communities also known as Basset (Exhibit B Vicinity Map). Planned facility 
improvements have been included in the planning and environmental compliance filings for the 
park dating back to 2007; however, no significant improvements have been made since 
acquisition.  The facility has over the years been leased to operators who have provided day-to-
day operations and limited maintenance. Large scale Improvements have now become necessary 
for ongoing operations to continue, and also to create an additional community and visitor 
amenity to the greater river park currently under construction.   
 
On February 3, 2020, the RMC Governing Board approved a grant amendment to the GREEN 
project (RMC15112) to modify deliverable to include the concept plan and design to renovate 
the San Gabriel River Equestrian Center at the Duck Farm River Park as a sustainable equine 
center water conservation and water quality demonstration project.  
 
On May 21, 2020, the WCA Governing Board approved the award of a contract to create the 
concept plan and design. BlueGreen Consulting was awarded the contract and prepared a site 
concept plan which was submitted to LA County Regional Planning for site plan review in 
December 2020. The proposed project area is outlined in Exhibit C.  
 
As equestrian centers are understood to be leading contributors to water quality challenges 
across our wider watersheds the grant application is viewed as a competitive contender for 
funding.  As noted in the project description above, the renovation will demonstrate regenerative 
equine facility design highlighting water quality features that can be emulated across the region. 
This project will integrate nature-based solutions through new stalls with rain collecting roof 
drainage to swales systems, a manure composting station and also serve as a public 
demonstration of leading practices at an accessible location embedded in a community with less 
than 80% of the state’s annual median income.  Additional application elements include 
interpretation and data collection to establish impacts and baseline results for potential 
continued monitoring, as well as new pedestrian and equestrian trail connections. 
 
FISCAL INFORMATION: This action has no immediate fiscal impact. If awarded, the RMC grants 
would be reflected as an update to WCA’s Fiscal Year Capital Budget.  
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RMC GRANT PROGRAM 
 

6. Project Type (check all that apply):
Technical Assistance (Prop 68 only)
Low Impact Recreation Wetland 
Habitat Restoration  Upland 
Habitat Restoration 

Riparian Habitat Restoration
Watershed Improvement—Water Quality/BMP 
Watershed Improvement—Water Conservation 
Watershed Improvement—Water Supply/Storage 

Address: City: 

County: District: County Sup. District: 

Senate Dist: Assembly Dist.: Congressional Dist.: 

Lat/Long: Parcel No(s).: 

8. Will this project result in areas of restored  habitat?  No (skip to question 9) 
 Yes (fill in following information) 

Upland Habitat Acres: Riparian Restoration Acres:

Urban Lands

(Park/Water Bond, 2018) 
(between$50,000-$300,000) **

Land Protection Acres: Oak Woodland Restoration Acres:

 Coastal Wetlands Acres:  

Freshwater Wetlands Acres: 

(Park/Water Bond, 2018) 
(Water Bond, 2014)

2. Applicant Information

Name of Applicant 
Title 
Name of Agency 
Address 
Telephone No. Extension 
Email 

1.

3. (it is recommended that you include one/more of the following terms in the project name:
Acquisition, Restoration, Development, Water Quality Improvement)

4. (150 words or less)

7. Project Location:

Rivers/Tributary Parkways  Mountains, Hills and Foothills 

5. Program Type:

Planning
Acquisition 
Open Space
Development 

2.5

Watershed Conservation Authority
N/A
Watershed Conservation Authority
100 N Old San Gabriel Canyon Road
626.815.1019
jperisho@wca.ca.gov

SGR Equestrian Center Water Quality Improvement

This project would realize a demonstration of watershed stewardship at the San Gabriel River Equestrian Center at the regional 
Duck Farm River Park through implementation of nature-based solutions including a 60-wide swale, tributary swales integrated 
into the installation of new stalls, compost station, trail improvements, native plant revegetation, interpretation, and 
comprehensive monitoring to exhibit impact of leading practices for water quality and habitat improvements.

455 S Rall Ave

Los Angeles

La Puente (Unincorporated)

1

22 57 32

34.047310, -118.007130 Decimal 8110-001-903, 8110-001-902, 8110-001-901

DocuSign Envelope ID: 9CE76779-BD21-4096-B86A-42AACFEE49E9DocuSign Envelope ID: CD556BB5-3829-446A-B4A2-5FC5077470E1
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Current Title 
Report:  No: Date of completion, if known: 

Environmental 
Assessment: 

 Yes: Company: 
 No: Date of completion, if known: 

12. Does your project involve development ?  No (skip to question 13)
 Yes (fill in following information)

Copies of substantiating documents must be submitted with your application  

Land Tenure:
Do you have site control?  No 

 Yes (describe the type of site control [fee, lease, easement, etc.] or Agreement): 

Do you have permits?  No  Yes, answer questions below 

Agency Yes No N/A Date 
California Fish and Wildlife
State Water Control Resources Board
US Army Corp of Engineers
US Fish and Wildlife
Los Angeles County Flood Control District

Design: 
What is the status of your project design (check the most appropriate box)? 

 General project concept with no professional design work 
 Professionally drafted concept design 
 Professionally drafted design with defined tasks and budget line items 
 30% construction drawings with tasks and budget line items 
 60% construction drawings with tasks and budget line items 
 Approved construction drawings with all permits 

: 
Is the proposed land use consistent with existing land use ordinances?  Yes  No  

Comments:

Permits: 

City/County Construction Permits
Coastal Commission
Other:

11. Does your project involve an acquisition?  No (skip to question 12) 
 Yes (fill in following information) 

Copies of substantiating documents must be submitted with your application  

Status:  Other (Describe):  Option 
 Willing Seller Letter 

Appraisal:  Yes: Company: 
 No: Date of completion, if known: 
 Yes: Company: Current Title 

Report: 

 

(includes projects located in or that serve a severely disadvantaged community, defined as a community with a
median household income less than 60 percent of the statewide average (Pub. Resources Code, §80002(n))

No, Project does not serve an SDAC Yes, Project serves an SDAC

10.

9. Will this project result in new  park/open space?  No (skip to question 10) 
 Yes (fill in following information) 

 No. of Acres:  Trail Miles: Urban Forestry, No. of trees:■ ■

■

■

Pending

Pending

Pending

■

5 0.25

■

■

Fee

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

City of LA DWP

DocuSign Envelope ID: 9CE76779-BD21-4096-B86A-42AACFEE49E9DocuSign Envelope ID: CD556BB5-3829-446A-B4A2-5FC5077470E1
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14. Funding information:
 $ 

Is your funding request for the full amount necessary to complete this project?  No  Yes 

:  If yes, total amounts, status, and funding agency (include additional lines if necessary):
 

13.

Total 

Exempt, this project is a planning or acquisition (or Prop 68) 
Yes, state the CCC that your agency is proposing to hire to complete the project:
No, explain why the CCC cannot provide the services for your project (summarize here, 
and explain in Section 3 of submittal):
Other, explain the Youth Employment Program (summarize here, and explain in Section 3 
of submittal):

What is the status of the environmental documentation for this project (check the most appropriate box)? 
 No CEQA/NEPA work initiated  
 Initial Study completed, date of completion:
 Negative Declaration, date of certification:
 Categorically Exempt, date of certification:
 CEQA/NEPA in process, expected date of completion:
 CEPA/NEPA completed, date of completion:

15. Assuming that RMC grant funds may be awarded  what is the expected timeline for this
project?

Start Date Completion Date 

Email 

Signature of Applicant: Name/Title: Date 

Signature of Authorized Official Name/Title: Date 

16.

Name of Person authorized to execute agreements, if different :

Name 
Title 
Name of Agency 
Address 
Telephone No. Tel. 

Extension 

Potentially Multiple■

2007

March 2024August 2021

2,875,000
■

Watershed Conservation Authority
100 N Old San Gabriel Canyon  Road
626-815-1019

Herlinda Chico
Governing Board Chair

HChico@bos.lacounty.gov

Johnathan Perisho, Project Manager

Herlinda Chico, Governing Board Chair

LA County Measure A 
for site amenities and workforce housing
ATP from Local Conservation Corps
for associated site improvements

Pending

Awarded

$1,000,000

$40,000

$1,000,000

DocuSign Envelope ID: 9CE76779-BD21-4096-B86A-42AACFEE49E9

January 12, 2021

DocuSign Envelope ID: CD556BB5-3829-446A-B4A2-5FC5077470E1

January 13, 2021
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2. Project Description 
 
a. Complete Project Description: for acquisition projects include APN, acreage and purpose for acquisition; 
for planning and implementation include specific tasks and deliverables. 
 
The proposed San Gabriel River Equestrian Center Water Quality Improvements and Development would 
realize a 5-acre demonstration of watershed stewardship at the regional Duck Farm River Park through 
implementation of:  

• Nature-based solutions including a 60 foot-wide, quarter-mile-long swale and tributary swales through 
the site integrated into the installation of new stables to capture and cleanse runoff and pollutants, 
support passive irrigation and native habitat, and to provide associated benefits 

• Compost station implementing leading practices for beneficial waste reuse and located to protect 
water quality 

• Quarter-mile (0.25) pedestrian and equestrian trail connecting visitors to 30-acre river park and fifth-
mile (0.20) dedicated therapy trail for equestrians 

• Minimum half the total project area, two and a half acres or more (2.5+) of native plant revegetation 
supporting habitat, water management, carbon sequestration, air quality, and barrier between I-605 
freeway and the park and community 

• Interpretation and directional signage presenting key elements of project implementation, including 
graphic representation and detailing of swale functions, composting methods, native landscape 
management, cultural history, and wider watershed stewardship 

• Comprehensive monitoring of effectiveness of nature-based solutions including water quality and 
revegetation to exhibit impact of leading equine keeping and nature-based practices for water quality 
and habitat improvements 

 
Tasks as outlined in Sections 5. Tasklist and Timeline, 6. Budget, and 13. Design Documents (Site Layout) are 
described as follows: 

1. Site Elements—trails, compost station, fencing, and associated site preparation to improve site 
accessibility between community, center, park, and river trail; functions; and improvement of land 
management—including significant opportunities for youth training and employment through project 
implementation and ongoing operation 

2. Stables and Structures—new stables to be integrated with nature-based solutions to meet current 
standards for structures and best practices for equine keeping—including significant opportunities for 
youth and vulnerable population training and employment through project implementation and 
ongoing operation as well as providing for horse rescue and rehabilitation 

3. Bioswales and Sand Filter—grading, filters, and overflow elements for on-site water management and 
capture to meet and exceed water quality objectives and associated benefits integrated with horse 
washdown areas, surface flows, and water capture from stable roofs and other structures 

4. Planting and Irrigation—planting and revegetation of locally native plant material as identified through 
the 2007 San Gabriel River Plant Lists developed by Bart O’Brien and in consultation with experts and 
project partners, including both maintained and naturalized landscapes through a denuded area 
dominated by ruderal vegetation only managed for weed abatement and fire suppression—including 
significant opportunities for supporting habitat, water management, carbon sequestration, vegetated 
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buffer to improve air quality and sound abatement between adjacent freeway and facility and trail, 
and youth training and employment through project implementation and ongoing operation 

5. Interpretation—research and development of engaging graphic panels and consistent directional 
signage to detail each element of project implementation with particular focus on nature-based 
solutions, compost, best practices guiding design and planning choices, including cultural history, 
watershed stewardship, and project monitoring in English and Spanish languages 

6. Project Monitoring—pre-and post-water quality testing through bacteria counts, water volume 
measuring, plant growth over time, and transparent reports on documented measurements, 
outcomes, and interpretations on outcomes measured in partnership with consultant experts with 
reference to wider questions which may include but are not limited to water quality, water supply, 
water conservation, habitat, and carbon sequestration 

7. Permitting, Insurance, Labor Compliance, Inspections—securing necessary approvals to implement 
project and ensure standards are met and exceeded 

8. Contingency—project design documents are already in development supporting an effective level of 
certainty for project costs, however, including an allocation for funds in the event of unexpected costs 
will facilitate timely and effective implementation—as standard any funds not expended against 
project items are to be returned 

9. Project and Construction Management (PM and CM)—direct management and delivery of project tasks 
and consistent and detail-oriented oversight of project construction 

10. Architecture and Engineering (A&E), Field Architecture and Engineering (A&E), and Consultants—
expert oversight, review, and any design changes including a project team with backgrounds in fluvial 
geomorphology, landscape architecture, equestrian projects, and leading development practices 

11. Indirect—indirect costs for administration and operation standard for WCA projects 
 
b. Statement of Need for the Proposed Project: a summary of the needs for the project and how the project 
meets the RMC’s policies and project evaluation criteria, and exceeds Proposition 68, Chapter 6 objectives of 
the water bond legislation (RMC Grant Guidelines Section 2.3). 
 
The proposed project would be instrumental in addressing RMC policies and Proposition 68 legislation through 
the following and as further described below: 

• Targeting leading challenges for water resources and specifically water quality compatible with State 
and local plans in the corridor of a historic creek adjacent the San Gabriel River 

• Providing new access to nature and open space resources through improvements to an existing park as 
identified in regional plans 

• Supporting locally native habitat and improvement of habitat management practices, which also 
provide associated benefits of carbon sequestration, air quality, and aesthetic benefits 

• Supporting communities through physical, mental, and social wellbeing in site programming and 
improved access to natural landscapes 

• Providing benefits in a recognized disadvantaged community with the highest CalEnviroScreen score of 
95-100% and 0.83 acres of park space per 1,000 residents, for both the immediate local residential 
neighborhood and also accessible for wider regional communities through the regional park and trails 

• Supporting compatibility between joint uses of equestrian operations and passive recreation 
 

Item 12

11



3 
 

Equestrian facilities are understood to be leading contributors to challenges meeting water quality standards, 
particularly for bacteria loads. Addressing localized flooding; native habitat near the San Gabriel River and 
along a historic creek; providing and enhancing resources for active local equestrian communities recognized 
as an equestrian district; and improving and connecting park acres and trails to support physical activity and 
public access to nature and open space in this urban, underserved, recognized disadvantaged community are 
critical needs. The surrounding community would additionally benefit from a vegetated barrier along the I-605 
freeway and the associated visual, perception of sound, and air quality benefits, carbon sequestration, and the 
established mental and physical benefits of interacting with natural landscapes. 
 
Nature-based solutions are particularly well-positioned to address these challenges, and the high visibility of 
this facility as part of a regional park is an outstanding opportunity to serve as a leading example of best 
practices for equestrian communities and beyond. In addition to the physical location, therapy is a key element 
of programming for this facility to be self-sustaining, which will draw equestrian users from across the region. 
Together with the San Gabriel River Center on-site, the equestrian center can be available for school tours to 
demonstrate regenerative practices, and also to become a community resource for training, therapeutics, and 
boarding. There is also a profound lack of data around nature-based solutions in our region, and particularly 
around equestrian facilities. Partnering with a local organization to implement defensible monitoring methods 
and data collection is expected to provide major contributions to related fields. 
 
This proposed project represents an important element of existing plans, as part of the wider Duck Farm 
Regional Park included as a project in the regional San Gabriel River Master Plan and the local Emerald 
Necklace connecting the San Gabriel and Rio Hondo rivers in the East San Gabriel Valley, as well as the 
developing San Gabriel Valley Greenway Network Implementation Plan to connect 151 miles of trails. This area 
has a high level of equestrian ownership and use, and both connecting these amenities to the wider network 
and providing additional improved public trail and lands as part of the network compounds the benefits. 
Further, improving water quality and better managing water resources are leading objectives of the California 
Water Action Plan, and at the local level managing bacteria loads is a leading objective for meeting TMDL loads 
in Upper San Gabriel River Enhanced Watershed Management Program (EWMP), Integrated Regional 
Watershed Management Plan, and water resource management plans in the wider region and downstream. 
 
Recognizing the World Health Organization definition of health as a state of complete physical, mental, and 
social wellbeing and not merely the absence of disease or infirmity, the WCA works to provide diverse and 
supportive experiences for the communities we serve. Particularly in the face of this unprecedented Covid 
crisis there is extreme demand beyond already strained resources for outdoor access and recreation. This 
facility sees continued increase in user interest, and steps to make the facility serve more benefits while also 
being more publicly accessible will be a great support for wider communities. The nature of equestrian keeping 
and riding present relatively safe activities appropriate for social distancing, and there is growing awareness of 
mental and physical benefits associated with caregiving, interacting with animals, and community. 
 
The proposal represents a complete project with comprehensive benefits for under-managed land in a priority 
area long planned for needed improvements. Matching funds are anticipated through applications for the Park 
and Open Space District Measure A competitive grant program and through Active Transportation Program 
funds already awarded through local Conservation Corps for associated site improvements including workforce 
housing, horse therapy, and improvement of existing facilities and equipment for horse care and wellbeing 
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that would only improve upon the elements proposed in this grant application. Partnerships including County 
Parks and Recreation and local community groups including Amigos de Los Rios, neighborhood associations, 
the Equestrian Joint Council, and the local Corps continue to make this work possible. This project and these 
partnerships support current and ongoing efforts to better provide programming for the site, and 
opportunities for employment and stewardship for a green workforce and communities better connected with 
management supporting healthy watersheds. 
 
c. Description of audience and geographic area served: provide a summary of the communities, cities, and 
populations that will be served once the project is completed. 
 
The location is part of the unincorporated Avocado Heights community at an intersection of several 
municipalities and unincorporated communities also known as Basset. Included and nearby communities are 
also West Puente Valley, La Puente, City of Industry, El Monte, South El Monte, Baldwin Park, and Hacienda 
Heights. Much of the immediate area is a recognized equestrian district, with a high level of equestrian 
ownership and use needs dating back centuries to the original rancheros. The communities in the Basset area 
have been historically fragmented and underserved, with the highest CalEnviroScreen 3.0 score of 95–100%. 
 
According to the California State Parks Community Factfinder report, the project site is located in an area that 
has 0.83 acres of park space per 1,000 residents. As a result, the project will expand available new park space 
for this park poor region, and disadvantaged communities with population counts that have more than 30% 
youth and less than 80% of the state’s annual median income based on the 2015 Integrated Regional Water 
Management (IRWM) Disadvantaged Communities Map. Communities that have a high percentage of 
residents living with heart disease, vehicle collisions, and suicide are among the top health concerns in the 
county. According to the Los Angeles County Department of Public Health (DPH) reports, the Duck Farm’s 
population catchment area is entirely within the boundary of Service Planning Area (SPA) 3, where coronary 
heart disease, motor vehicles crashes, and suicides are the 1st, 2nd and 3rd leading causes of premature 
death. 2014 data results from California Health Interview Survey (CHIS), conducted by the UCLA Center for 
Health Policy Research, show that the rate of overweight children (overweight for age, does not factor height) 
within SP3 is estimated at 27.5%, compared to 13.1% countywide and 13.4% statewide. Also, CHIS estimate for 
2014 within the proposed project region show alarming rates of adult diagnosed with heart disease at 7.0% 
and diabetes at 12.0%. 
 
d. Description of Goals and Objectives: the goals and objectives should clearly define measurable and 
outcome-oriented goals and objectives for the project, performance measures to track progress toward 
objectives, and a reporting system to present the analysis of performance measures against the deliverables 
and tasks. 
 

• Goal: Implement regenerative water quality management and ecological enhancements supporting 
locally native habitat through nature-based solutions 

o Objective: Complete installation of 60-foot-wide, 0.25-mile-long main swale, tributary swales, 
and sand filters—delivered by photo inventory 
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o Objective: Complete installation of manure compost station compatible with both leading 
practices and operations to maintain beneficial reuse of otherwise waste products—delivered 
by photo inventory and detailing through interpretation materials 

o Revegetate a minimum of half the project area (2.5 acres of land or more) with locally native 
plant material—delivered by photo inventory and landscape plan and plant lists 

 
• Goal: Develop high-quality, low-impact horse keeping facilities and access for public land 

o Objective: Construct new barns and stables to replace existing impaired facilities integrated 
with nature-based solutions—delivered by photo inventory 

o Objective: Construct 0.25-mile pedestrian and equestrian trail to wider Duck Farm River Park 
for access to undeveloped property and connections between site amenities and river trail—
delivered by photo inventory 

o Objective: Construct 0.20-mile therapy trail for equestrians—delivered by photo inventory 
 

• Goal: Demonstrate leading practices through comprehensive monitoring and interpretation 
o Objective: Plan and carry out pre- and post- water quality testing establishing impact and 

baseline results for potential continued monitoring—delivered by monitoring documentation 
and summary report to be shared publicly 

o Objective: Plan and carry out randomized transects of vegetated areas to evaluate 
performance of revegetation—delivered by photo inventories, and report establishing 
measurements and interpretation of measurements and results to be shared publicly 

o Objective: Develop interpretation signage to be posted with physical site improvements to 
communicate methods and practices on-site and for digital communications—delivered by 
interpretation boards and materials 

 
e. Community Outreach: how will the community be involved in the project design and implementation, 
include how the project is consistent with the RMC Environmental Justice Policy and RMC Tribal 
Consultation Policy (RMC Grant Guidelines Section 2.4 and 2.5, include specific plans for community 
outreach, education, community involvement). 
 
Many community meetings for the Duck Farm Property have been held in years past as part of the planning 
and development of the larger vision for the Duck Farm River Parkway of which the equestrian center is a 
component. These included workshops, planning sessions, attendance and presentations to community and 
service organization meetings, and a site open house. Neighbors and supports have also participated in 
community planting and art events. 
 
Most recently in 2019, several community engagement activities were conducted to ask residents about what 
kind of programming they would like to see at the park. Several thousand mailers have been sent out in 
addition to outreach door-to-door and by street flyers and pop-up events, with hundreds of participants 
directly reached through local events and micro interactions. In March 2019, local residents attended an open 
house on the site of the Duck Farm and participated in a planning activity to select potential programming. A 
similar activity was held nearby in April 2019 at the Sanitation District’s Earth Day event. Residents were 
engaged again at a meeting in July 2019 at the Workman Mill Association (local homeowner’s association) and 
at another open house hosting at the nearby San Angelo Park to discuss what they would like to do at the 
future Center. County Parks and Recreation, LA County Sanitation Districts, Amigos de los Rios, and Workman 
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Mills Association have been instrumental in supporting the WCA to get the word out, host, and build 
participation of this engagement. 
 
This development project conforms to RMC Environmental Justice Policy (per Section 2.4 of the RMC Grant 
Guidelines) by considering people of all races, cultures and incomes during the planning, decision-making, 
development and implementation of all programs, policies, and activities. This project also conforms to the 
RMC Tribal Consultation Policy (per Section 2.4 and 2.5 of the RMC Grant Guidelines) by ensuring effective 
government-to-government consultation between agencies and California’s Tribes so that meaningful input is 
incorporated into any project activities that may affect tribal communities. 
 
f. Monitoring and Assessment Plan: the monitoring and assessment plan should include the tracking of the 
progress of the measurable goals and objectives of the project during as well as after the project is 
completed. Outline of a monitoring and assessment plan should include measurable and quantifiable targets 
for a planning and implementation project. The RMC is interested in measuring the progress of each of its 
activities in achieving results or outcomes. 
 
There is extremely limited data on nature-based solutions (NBS) in the region, and none for equestrian 
facilities. The project is important for demonstrating impacts, and in particular as both an equestrian facility, 
and also for proximity to the San Gabriel River. The site drains well, however, seasonally localized flooding 
occurs across the site. Significant flows are directed into the area by a subwatershed of a historic creek that 
once flowed into the San Gabriel River, but which has been cut off by the I-605, and from a drainage channel 
for the freeway running the length of the property though and into the project area. Existing operations are 
also expected to contribute to water quality challenges, particularly for bacteria loads which are a leading 
challenge for TMDL targets in the Upper San Gabriel River Enhanced Watershed Management Program 
(EWMP) and others downstream. Additionally, the proposed project area of the regional Duck Farm Regional 
Park covers 5 acres that have only been managed for weed abatement and fire control, which presents a 
significant opportunity for revegetation, habitat, water management, carbon sequestration, and other 
associated public benefits of these improved lands. 
 
Water quality is the focus of water management on the site, however, monitoring for water quality will not 
only inform how the proposed nature-based solutions (NBS) impact water quality at this equestrian facility, but 
may also contribute understanding on effects NBS have on water supply, operation and maintenance 
requirements, additional benefits of the project, and how the project may contribute to community 
understanding of watershed health. 
 
This project proposes to install monitoring equipment at outflow locations both through tributary swales and 
the overflow of the sand filter at the end of the main swale to determine how much water leaves the site, and 
also to evaluate bacteria loads relative to total water captured on-site. If little water is leaving, a defensible 
assertion is that measured bacteria loads are not moving on to downstream water bodies. Equipment will also 
assist in evaluating and describing volumes of water that may be captured on site, and in tandem with plant 
evaluations to support interpreting how this passive irrigation may also be impacting plant material 
performance. Data will be collected over the grant period, and the equipment will be available for continued 
evaluations with minimal resources following the initial grant period. Wet weather pre-testing can also inform 
an understanding of existing conditions relative to performance following implementation and over time. 
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Vegetation is associated with many benefits of nature-based solutions which may be inferred by performance 
and coverage of established vegetation. Locations for transects will be randomized across habitat cover types, 
both irrigated and non-irrigated landscapes, and both drainage and upland areas. Photos will be taken and 
vegetation measured at these locations at set intervals to establish performance over the grant period, and 
potentially over time dependent on WCA resource availability. Habitat is a primary interest in supporting 
locally native species along the San Gabriel River, one of the region’s most important riparian systems, which is 
also impacted by the I-605 freeway and ongoing operations, and water quality impacts of the surrounding area 
draining into the site. Carbon sequestration may also be estimated based on plant coverage and type of 
coverage based on associated studies that have informed digital tools, such as iTree.  
 
Final reports will inventory and interpret evaluations made over the performance period, and to make 
recommendations and estimate costs for potential ongoing evaluations. Results will be shared directly with the 
RMC and publicly through project partners, WCA contact lists, website, and other media platforms. 
 
g. Organizational capacity: include a brief history of your organization and the ability to fully complete and 
maintain the project long-term. 
 
Founded in 2003, the WCA is a joint powers agency of the San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers and 
Mountains Conservancy (RMC) and the Los Angeles County Flood Control District (LACFCD). The WCA mission 
to Connect Communities through Nature by expanding and improving the open space and recreational 
opportunities for the conservation, restoration, and environmental enhancement of the San Gabriel and Lower 
Los Angeles Rivers Watersheds. 
 
The WCA plans, coordinates, implements, and maintains open spaces in a territory ranging from the San 
Gabriel Mountains to the coast. The agency holds 376 acres of land for public benefit and continues to work to 
expand the facilities and scope of the resources it offers. 
 
WCA staff has significant experience planning, constructing, implementing, and maintaining nature-based 
solutions, with work including leading City of Los Angeles and County of Los Angeles pilot projects, and 
continued engagement and consultation with leading experts in the region including participation in the City of 
LA Biodiversity Expert Council. WCA staff also benefits from the continued active interest and participation of 
local experts in equestrian care and operation, and participates in the Lakewood Equestrian Center technical 
advisory committee to share resources and communicate through planning and design choices. This 
experience informs planning, design, and construction, and as part of implementation WCA staff and 
consultants will additionally develop a landscape maintenance manual to support ongoing operations. 
 
The WCA has led the acquisition, planning and development of a variety of park and open space projects with 
complex jurisdictional and entitlement considerations. This work has provided the WCA with experience 
relative to the proposed scope of work, including multi-jurisdictional coordination, community engagement, 
and site programming/planning. Sample projects completed and in progress include: the Azusa River 
Wilderness Park Acquisition, Planning, Design and Implementation (approximately $10.2M); Walnut Creek 
Habitat and Open Space Park Acquisition and Planning (approximately $8.5M); Parque Dos Rios Habitat 
Enhancement and LA River Trail Bike Stop ($1.4M); Duck Farm River Park Design and Implementation 
($10.2M); as well as, Master Planning efforts for Cattle Canyon Public Engagement and Improvement Plan 
($770k); Gateway Cities and Rivers Urban Greening Master Plan ($630K); and the Emerald Necklace Feasibility 
Study & Implementation Plan ($560K), among others. 

Item 12

16



California Conservation Corps

3

San Gabriel River Equestrian Center Water Quality Improvements and Development
Prop 68 Grant Program  — 2021

Item 12

17



Revised January 2021 

California Conservation Corps and 
Certified Community Conservation Corps 

 
Corps Consultation Review Document 

 

Proposition 68 – Parks, Environment and Water Bond 
 

Except for an exempted project, this Corps Consultation Review Document shall be completed by California Conservation 
Corps and Certified Community Conservation Corps (hereafter collectively referred to as Corps) staff on behalf of 
applicants wishing to seek preference for using the Corps, and must accompany applications for funding through 
Proposition 68, Chapter 1, Division 45: California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, Coastal Protection, and Outdoor 
Access for All Act of 2018. Please see the Corps Consultation Process for more information. A copy of the process can be 
requested from the state department administering the grant program. 
 
1. Name of Applicant: Watershed Conservation Authority 

Project Title: San Gabriel River Equestrian Center Water Quality Improvements and Development 
Department/Conservancy to which you are applying for funding: San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles 

Rivers and Mountains Conservancy 

Grant Program: Proposition 68 Regionwide (Round 2) 
Date Response Sent to Applicant: 1/8/2021 
 
This Consultation Review Document is being prepared by: 
☒   The California Conservation Corps (CCC) 
☐    California Association of Local Conservation Corps (CALCC) 
 

2. Applicant has submitted the required information by email to the Corps: 
☒   Yes, Applicant has submitted all necessary information. 
☐   No, Applicant has not submitted all information or did not submit information to both Corps. Application is 

deemed non-compliant. 
 

3. Determination:   
☐   It is NOT feasible for Corps services to be used on the project (deemed compliant). 
☒   It is feasible for Corps services to be used on the project. The following aspects of the project can 

be accomplished with Corps services (deemed compliant): 
 
CCC Corpsmembers from the Pomona Center and Los Angeles Satellite Center can assist with 
swales for water capture across the site, grading for structure foundations, assembling fencing, 
and construction as needed and as feasible for CCC crews. 
 
Additional information is needed to provide a cost estimate. 
 
Please contact the District Director of the Pomona Center and Los Angeles Satellite Center to 
discuss costs and coordinate the planning of CCC involvement in this project, and reach out 
again if your project receives funding: 

Duane Wilson, District Director 
Email: Duane.Wilson@ccc.ca.gov 
Phone: (909) 594-4206  

 
Notes 
CCC and CALCC representatives will return a Corps Consultation Review Document to applicant via email within 10 
business days of receipt of a complete consultation request as verification of consultation. Applicant will include a copy of 
the documents as part of the project application.  
 

If the Corps determine it is feasible for their services to be used on the project, applicant will contact the Corps to discuss 
costs and coordinate the planning of Corpsmember involvement in the project and reach out again if the project receives 
funding. 
 

Submission of past consultations does not satisfy the requirement to consult with the Corps. The Corps must be consulted 
each grant cycle prior to submitting a grant application. 
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4. Certified Youth Employment Plan 

 

Background: The WCA is a joint powers authority of San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers and 
Mountains (RMC) and the Los Angeles County Flood Control District whose mission is to expand and 
improve the open space and recreational opportunities for the conservation, restoration, and 
environmental enhancement of the San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers Watershed area 
consistent with the goals of flood protection, water supply, groundwater recharge and water 
conservation. 

 
The WCA has an on-going and consistent history of commitment to supporting and utilizing youth 
employment via partnerships with State and local youth employment programs such as the California 
Conservation Corps, Los Angeles Conservation Corps, San Gabriel Conservation Corps amongst others. 
The WCA actively utilizes youth corps members in the property management and development of its 
park and open spaces. 
 
Tasks that may be performed by Corps member crews: 
Corps members from the Pomona Center, Los Angeles Satellite Center, the San Gabriel Valley 
Conservation Corps, and potentially others could assist with the following activities: 

• General site preparation and finishing 
• Grading and installation of swales and filters 
• Grading for structure foundations 
• Trail building 
• Assembling fencing 
• Fabrication of new stalls and other structures as feasible, structures likely to be pre-fabricated 

for cost and efficiency 
• Planting of native trees, shrubs, and perennials 
• Installation of irrigation for native trees and other plantings 
• Ongoing operations beyond the life of this grant: typical contracting for similar facilities has 

included trail maintenance, planting, irrigation, weed abatement, and general detail work and 
finishing 

 
Method of Youth Employment: 
The Watershed Conservation Authority will issue a Request for Proposal to the identified Corps to 
complete the tasks associated with this grant. WCA staff will review the proposal and will contract with 
the Corps organization or organizations best qualified to complete the identified tasks. The goal of the 
WCA is to utilize the Conservation Corps for as much of the appropriate work as possible. 

 
Additionally, the WCA is exploring ongoing partnerships with conservation corps and other partners for 
wider park programming that would facilitate ongoing training and operations supporting this proposed 
project, including satellite corps base of operations, storage accommodation, native plant nursery, 
resource library, and meeting spaces. 
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5. Tasklist and Timeline

Grantee: Watershed Conservation Authority
Project Name: SGR Equestrian Center Water Quality Improvements and Development
Contact and Address: 100 N Old San Gabriel Canyon Road, Azusa, CA 91702
RMC Tasklist and Timeline:
Performance Begin and End Date: August 2021–March 2024

Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Jan Feb Mar
1 Site Elements
2 Stables and Structures
3 Bioswale and Sand Filter
4 Planting and Irrigation
5 Interpretation
6 Project Monitoring
7 Permitting
8 Contingency
9 PM and CM

10 A&E, Field A&E, Consultants
11 Indirect

2021 2022 2023
Task

2024
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6. Budget

Watershed Conservation Authority
SGR Equestrian Center Water Quality Improvements and Development
100 N Old San Gabriel Canyon Road, Azusa, CA 91702
$2,875,000

Task Project Element Total Project

Implementation

1 Site Elements (Inc. Trails, Compost Station, Fencing) 650,000$        
2 Stables and Structures 880,000$        
3 Bioswales and Sand Filter 235,000$        
4 Planting and Irrigation 300,000$        
5 Interpretation 40,000$          
6 Project Monitoring (Inc. Installation and 2 Years Wet Weather) 170,000$        
7 Permitting, Insurance, Labor Compliance, Inspections 60,000$          
8 Contingency 120,000$        

Subtotal 2,455,000$     

Management & Indirect
9 Project and Construction Management 120,000$        

10 A&E, Field A&E, Consultants 60,000$          
11 Indirect 240,000$        

Subtotal 420,000$        

Grant Total 2,875,000$     

RMC Total Budget Request
Contact and Address:
Project Name:
Grantee:
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January 21, 2021 - Item 12 

RESOLUTION 2021-02 

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE APPLICATION TO THE CALIFORNIA 
DROUGHT, WATER, PARKS, CLIMATE, COASTAL PROTECTION, AND 
OUTDOOR ACCESS FOR ALL ACT OF 2018 (PROPOSITION 68), FOR THE 
SAN GABRIEL RIVER EQUESTRIAN CENTER WATER QUALITY 
IMPROVEMENTS AND DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 

WHEREAS, the Watershed Conservation Authority (WCA) has been established as a joint powers agency 
between the San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers and Mountains Conservancy (RMC) and the Los 
Angeles County Flood Control District; and 

WHEREAS, the WCA has further been established to focus on projects which will provide open space, 
habitat restoration, and watershed improvement projects in both the San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles 
Rivers watershed; and 

WHEREAS, this action approves the application to the RMC California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, 
Coastal Protection, and Outdoor Access For All Act of 2018 (Proposition 68) Grant Program for the San 
Gabriel River Equestrian Center Water Quality Improvements and Development Project; and 

WHEREAS, the people of the State of California have enacted the California Drought, Water, Parks, 
Climate, Coastal Protection, and Outdoor Access For All Act of 2018 (Proposition 68), which provides funds 
for the San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers and Mountains Conservancy (RMC) Grant Program, and 

WHEREAS, the RMC has been delegated the responsibility for the administration of the grant program in 
its jurisdiction, setting up necessary procedures, and  

WHEREAS, said procedures established by the RMC require the WCA’s Governing Body to certify by 
resolution the approval of the Application before submission of said Application to the State, and  

WHEREAS, the WCA, as Applicant, will enter into a contract with the State of California for the Project, 
and 

WHEREAS, the proposed action is exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act; 
NOW 

Therefore be it resolved that the WCA hereby: 

1. FINDS that this action is consistent with the purposes and objectives of the WCA.
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Resolution 2021-02 
 

2. FINDS that the actions contemplated by this resolution are exempt from the environmental 
impact report requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 
 

3. ADOPTS the staff report dated January 21, 2021. 
 

4. APPROVES the filing of an Application for local assistance funds from the RMC proposition 68 
Grant Program for the San Gabriel River Equestrian Center Water Quality Improvements and 
Development under the California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, Coastal Protection, and 
Outdoor Access For All Act of 2018 (Proposition 68); and 
 

5. CERTIFIES that the San Gabriel River Equestrian Center Water Quality Improvements and 
Development is consistent with local or regional land use plans or Programs; and 
 

6. CERTIFIES that the Project is consistent with the goals for Proposition 68 developing urban 
recreation projects and habitat protection or restoration projects in accordance with statewide 
priorities; and  
 

7. CERTIFIES that the WCA has or will have sufficient funds to operate and maintain the Project that 
is being submitted for funding consideration; and 
 

8. CERTIFIES that the WCA has reviewed and understands the General Requirements and General 
Policies of the RMC Proposition 68 Grant Program Guidelines; and  
 

9. APPOINTS the WCA governing board chair, or designee, to conduct all negotiations, and to 
execute and submit all documents including, but not limited to, applications, agreements, 
amendments, payment requests and so forth, which may be necessary for the completion of the 
aforementioned project. 

 
 

~ End of Resolution ~ 

 
        // 

 
 

Motion: _______________________ Second: _______________________ 
 

Ayes: _________ Nays: ____________ Abstentions: _____________ 
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Resolution 2021-02 
 

 

Passed and Adopted by the Board of the 
WATERSHED CONSERVATION AUTHORITY 
On January 21, 2021 
 
 

_________________________________ 
Herlinda Chico 
Governing Board Chair 

 
 
 
ATTEST: ______________________ 
 David Edsall, Jr. 
 Deputy Attorney General 
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Type of Permit Granting Agency Status of Permit
Date Approval 

Expected/Given
1. Planning Review Los Angeles County Submitted May 2021

2. Construction Los Angeles County Pending September 2021

3. Stormwater Protection Plan State Water 
Resources Control 

Pending September 2021

4. Consent Letter and 
Operations and Maintenance 
Agreement (for LADWP 
Project Area Only)

City of Los Angeles 
Department of Water 
and Power

Pending September 2021

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

SECTION 9 — PERMITS, EASEMENTS, OR CERTIFICATIONS
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10. Operation and Maintenance 
 
The Watershed Conservation Authority (WCA) manages over 370 acres of parks and open space 
throughout the Los Angeles Basin within the San Gabriel River and Lower Los Angeles River Watershed.  
 
The WCA contracts with the Mountains Recreation Conservation Authority (MRCA) to patrol properties, 
enforce rules and regulations, and to complete light duty maintenance activities including graffiti 
removal, restroom cleaning and supply, minor trail and weed control, and irrigation monitoring. WCA 
maintains a facility maintenance contract with a licensed private contractor to complete irrigation 
system and building repairs as needed. The WCA contracts with LA County Department of Agriculture for 
larger scale land management invasive control, and with the California Conservation Youth Corps for 
larger scale trail management and maintenance, tree arborist work, and weed control and removal and 
litter collection. WCA also utilizes LA County Fire Department Camp Crews for a variety of manual labor 
activities including annual fire brush clearance. WCA further utilizes the mowing and tractor services of 
the Duck Farm Equestrian Center to maintain acres of land on the property. 
 
A landscape maintenance plan for the plant material and site-specific conditions will be developed as 
part of design contractor construction oversight. This is to include an inventory and seasonal tasks. This 
document will be the guide by which contractors and volunteers are directed to care for landscape 
features at the Equestrian Center and in the vicinity. 
 
The Duck Farm River Park hosts a resident caretaker and performs a variety of daily and weekly tasks 
including: providing and maintaining a clean, inviting and safe condition of park property and 
atmosphere year round, grounds maintenance, minor repairs, facility maintenance, and other tasks. The 
San Gabriel River Equestrian Center conceptual plan also includes on-site workforce housing and 
amenities covered by existing facilities and separate project funding for 24-hour presence on-site, in 
addition to security cameras, gates, and associated target hardening. There is also daily presence 
including holidays to service site operations and the health and wellbeing of the animals stabled here, 
which require regular and consistent care and exercise. This provides both benefits for safety and 
security for the park, as well as consistent monitoring on conditions of wider park facilities 
communicated with WCA staff and contractors.  
 
The WCA has also been working alongside LA County Parks and Recreation’s leadership to establish 
maintenance, operations, and programming consistent with County facilities and operations at the Duck 
Farm River Park to support the potential for future County lease of the property. Together we will 
continue to facilitate long-term stewardship and adaptive management of the site to ensure the 
continued sustainability of the project. 
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Design Documents and 
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Existing stables and horse ring facing west. These two stables are up to several decades old and have been in poor condition in need of replacement, and are also 
poorly sited along the Caltrans drainage channel. The stretch where they currently sit is to become part of a swale running the length of the property.
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Back side of two sets of stables to be replaced facing south, with the Caltrans drainage channel to the west/right. This is part of the stretch to become part of a 
swale running the length of the property parallel to the drainage channel.
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Caltrans drainage channel running the length of the property facing north. The 605 freeway is visible without a vegetated buffer, which will be provided by a 60-
foot swale and native plantings through this stretch. LADWP utility lines run along the east side of the property to the right, clear of proposed site improvements.
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Existing stalls located on site, facing east. Proposed new stalls to be an improvement over existing facilities, and integrated with water capture and native 
plant establishment. LADWP utility lines running along the east side of the property in the background.
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Existing horse walker and rings to remain on site facing east. 
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Existing horse rings and shade structure in background to remain on site facing west, with limited tree line along the Caltrans channel buffering the 605 freeway 
in the background. 
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0 0.50.25 MilesData: Base Map Service from ESRI.Parcelinformation provided by the LosAngeles County Assessor's
Office. Bikepath information provided by LosAngelesCounty Department of Public Works.
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Equestrian Joint Council 
Working in Support of Equestrian Communities 

Box 90094, City of Industry, CA 91715-0094 

The mission of the Equestrian Joint Council is to preserve the equestrian lifestyles in our historically significant areas and work to 
expand and enhance the equestrian facilities in those areas for the enjoyment and safety of all. 

 
January 8, 2021 
 
 
Mr. Mark Stanley, Executive Officer 
Rivers and Mountains Conservancy 
100 N Old San Gabriel Canyon Road 
Azusa, CA 91702 
 
 
RE: Watershed Conservation Authority Application to the RMC Proposition 68 
Grant Program for the San Gabriel River Equestrian Center Water Quality 
Improvements and Development Project 
 
 
Dear Mr. Stanley, 
 
The equestrian community is pleased to support the Watershed Conservation 
Authority (WCA) application to the San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers 
and Mountains Conservancy (RMC) Proposition 68 Grant Program for the San 
Gabriel River (SGR) Equestrian Center Water Quality Improvements and 
Development Project. 
 
Equestrian Centers are understood to be leading contributors to water quality 
challenges across our wider watersheds. This project will not only address water 
quality for complex uses on-site through nature-based solutions but also to serve 
as a public demonstration of leading practices at an accessible location, and to 
establish impact and baseline results for potential continued monitoring through 
data collection. This project demonstrates outstanding strengths through 
integration of soil and plants, water management through site grading, location 
as part of the wider regional Duck Farm River Park on the San Gabriel River, 
high visibility from the 605 Freeway, beneficial improvements for significant 
acreage currently underused in a built-out area, and being embedded in a 
community with less than 80% of the state’s annual median income. 
 
The project will include tributary swales across the site feeding into a 60-foot 
wide swale approximately 1/4-mile long that will support comprehensive benefits 
through grading, plants, and soil, in addition to additional planting that will result 
in locally-native plant cover across at least 2.5 acres in a heavily urban area. 
These benefits not only include water quality, but also water capture and 
conservation through passive irrigation, best practices for managing storm water 
and site runoff, habitat through locally native plant cover chosen for resilience 
and species support, a protected buffer below the 605 Freeway for the 
surrounding residential neighborhood, and the associated air quality and carbon 
sequestration benefits of vegetated landscapes. Additional elements include a 
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pedestrian and equestrian trail connection to the new park entrance along the 
main swale, as well as an additional therapy trail for equestrians specifically. 
This site has been serving equestrian uses for at least the better part of a 
century, in a community with a ranchero history dating back hundreds of years. 
New stalls integrated into a swale system will support ongoing equestrian uses 
for an active community, and more significantly represents genuinely multi-
benefit, low-impact approaches that can serve local and ecological communities 
now and into the future. This project will not only realize significant benefits 
locally but through high visibility and creating data translates impacts regionally 
to demonstrate outcomes and move practice forward. 
Thank you for your consideration of this important grant application for 
improvement of the Equestrian Center and the greater Avocado Heights area. 
 
Don C. Moss, Secretary 
Equestrian Joint Council 
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SAN GABRIEL VALLEY 
CONSERVATION CORPS 
10900 Mulhall Street 
El Monte, CA. 91731 
Phone (626) 655-0015 
www.sgvcorps.org 

Building Dreams… Transforming Lives… 

January 08, 2021 

Mr. Mark Stanley, Executive Officer 
Rivers and Mountains Conservancy 
100 N Old San Gabriel Canyon Road 
Azusa, CA 91702 

RE: Watershed Conservation Authority Application to the RMC Proposition 68 Grant Program 
for the San Gabriel River Equestrian Center Water Quality Improvements and Development 
Project 

Dear Mr. Stanley, 

We are pleased to support the Watershed Conservation Authority (WCA) application to the San 
Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers and Mountains Conservancy (RMC) Proposition 68 
Grant Program for the San Gabriel River (SGR) Equestrian Center Water Quality Improvements 
and Development Project. 

Equestrian Centers are understood to be leading contributors to water quality challenges across 
our wider watersheds. This project will not only address water quality for complex uses on-site 
through nature-based solutions but also to serve as a public demonstration of leading practices 
at an accessible location, and to establish impact and baseline results for potential continued 
monitoring through data collection. This project demonstrates outstanding strengths through 
integration of soil and plants, water management through site grading, location as part of the 
wider regional Duck Farm River Park on the San Gabriel River, high visibility from the 605 
Freeway, beneficial improvements for significant acreage currently underused in a built-out area 
and being embedded in a community with less than 80% of the state’s annual median income. 

The project will include tributary swales across the site feeding into a 60-foot-wide swale 
approximately 1/4-mile long that will support comprehensive benefits through grading, plants, 
and soil, in addition to additional planting that will result in locally-native plant cover across at 
least 2.5 acres in a heavily urban area. These benefits not only include water quality, but also 
water capture and conservation through passive irrigation, best practices for managing 
stormwater and site runoff, habitat through locally native plant cover chosen for resilience and 
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SAN GABRIEL VALLEY 
CONSERVATION CORPS 
10900 Mulhall Street 
El Monte, CA. 91731 
Phone (626) 655-0015  
www.sgvcorps.org 

 

Building Dreams… Transforming Lives… 

species support, a protected buffer below the 605 Freeway for the surrounding residential 
neighborhood, and the associated air quality and carbon sequestration benefits of vegetated 
landscapes. Additional elements include a pedestrian and equestrian trail connection to the new 
park entrance along the main swale, as well as an additional therapy trail for equestrians 
specifically. 

This site has been serving equestrian uses for at least the better part of a century, in a 
community with a ranchero history dating back hundreds of years. New stalls integrated into a 
swale system will support ongoing equestrian uses for an active community, and more 
significantly represents genuinely multi-benefit, low-impact approaches that can serve local and 
ecological communities now and into the future. This project will not only realize significant 
benefits locally but through high visibility and creating data translates impacts regionally to 
demonstrate outcomes and move practice forward. 

 

Thank you for your consideration, 

 

 

Norma Quiñones 
Executive Director 
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January 6, 2021 
 
 
Mr. Mark Stanley, Executive Officer 
Rivers and Mountains Conservancy 
100 N Old San Gabriel Canyon Road 
Azusa, CA 91702 
 
 
RE: Watershed Conservation Authority Application to the RMC Proposition 68 Grant 
Program for the San Gabriel River Equestrian Center Water Quality Improvements and 
Development Project 
 
 
Dear Mr. Stanley, 
 
We are pleased to support the Watershed Conservation Authority (WCA) application to 
the San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers and Mountains Conservancy (RMC) 
Proposition 68 Grant Program for the San Gabriel River (SGR) Equestrian Center Water 
Quality Improvements and Development Project. 
 
Equestrian Centers are understood to be leading contributors to water quality 
challenges across our wider watersheds. This project will not only address water quality 
for complex uses on-site through nature-based solutions but also to serve as a public 
demonstration of leading practices at an accessible location, and to establish impact and 
baseline results for potential continued monitoring through data collection. This project 
demonstrates outstanding strengths through integration of soil and plants, water 
management through site grading, location as part of the wider regional Duck Farm 
River Park on the San Gabriel River, high visibility from the 605 Freeway, beneficial 
improvements for significant acreage currently underused in a built-out area, and being 
embedded in a community with less than 80% of the state’s annual median income. 

The project will include tributary swales across the site feeding into a 60-foot wide 
swale approximately 1/4-mile long that will support comprehensive benefits through 
grading, plants, and soil, in addition to additional planting that will result in locally-
native plant cover across at least 2.5 acres in a heavily urban area. These benefits not 
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only include water quality, but also water capture and conservation through passive 
irrigation, best practices for managing stormwater and site runoff, habitat through 
locally native plant cover chosen for resilience and species support, a protected buffer 
below the 605 Freeway for the surrounding residential neighborhood, and the 
associated air quality and carbon sequestration benefits of vegetated landscapes. 
Additional elements include a pedestrian and equestrian trail connection to the new 
park entrance along the main swale, as well as an additional therapy trail for 
equestrians specifically. 

This site has been serving equestrian uses for at least the better part of a century, in a 
community with a ranchero history dating back hundreds of years. New stalls integrated 
into a swale system will support ongoing equestrian uses for an active community, and 
more significantly represents genuinely multi-benefit, low-impact approaches that can 
serve local and ecological communities now and into the future. This project will not 
only realize significant benefits locally but through high visibility and creating data 
translates impacts regionally to demonstrate outcomes and move practice forward. 

 

Thank you for your consideration, 

 

Claire Robinson  

Managing Director 

Amigos de los Rios 
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0 0.50.25 MilesData: Base Map Service from ESRI.Parcelinformation provided by the LosAngeles County Assessor's
Office. Bikepath information provided by LosAngelesCounty Department of Public Works.

Exhibit B: Project Vicinity Map
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January 21, 2021 - Item 12 
 

RESOLUTION 2021-02 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE WATERSHED CONSERVAZTION AUTHORITY 
APPROVING THE APPLICATION TO THE CALIFORNIA DROUGHT, WATER, 
PARKS, CLIMATE, COASTAL PROTECTION, AND OUTDOOR ACCESS FOR 
ALL ACT OF 2018 (PROPOSITION 68), FOR THE SAN GABRIEL RIVER 
EQUESTRIAN CENTER WATER QUALITY IMPROVEMENTS AND 
DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 

 
WHEREAS, the Watershed Conservation Authority (WCA) has been established as a joint powers agency 
between the San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers and Mountains Conservancy (RMC) and the Los 
Angeles County Flood Control District; and 
 
WHEREAS, the WCA has further been established to focus on projects which will provide open space, 
habitat restoration, and watershed improvement projects in both the San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles 
Rivers watershed; and 
 
WHEREAS, this action approves the application to the RMC California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, 
Coastal Protection, and Outdoor Access For All Act of 2018 (Proposition 68) Grant Program for the San 
Gabriel River Equestrian Center Water Quality Improvements and Development Project; and 
 
WHEREAS, the people of the State of California have enacted the California Drought, Water, Parks, 
Climate, Coastal Protection, and Outdoor Access For All Act of 2018 (Proposition 68), which provides funds 
for the San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers and Mountains Conservancy (RMC) Grant Program, and  
 
WHEREAS, the RMC has been delegated the responsibility for the administration of the grant program in 
its jurisdiction, setting up necessary procedures, and  
 
WHEREAS, said procedures established by the RMC require the WCA’s Governing Body to certify by 
resolution the approval of the Application before submission of said Application to the State, and  
 
WHEREAS, the WCA, as Applicant, will enter into a contract with the State of California for the Project, 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the proposed action is exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act; 
NOW 
 
Therefore be it resolved that the WCA hereby: 
 

1. FINDS that this action is consistent with the purposes and objectives of the WCA. 
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Resolution 2021-02 

2. FINDS that the actions contemplated by this resolution are exempt from the environmental
impact report requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).

3. ADOPTS the staff report dated January 21, 2021.

4. APPROVES the filing of an Application for local assistance funds from the RMC proposition 68
Grant Program for the San Gabriel River Equestrian Center Water Quality Improvements and
Development under the California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, Coastal Protection, and
Outdoor Access For All Act of 2018 (Proposition 68); and

5. CERTIFIES that the San Gabriel River Equestrian Center Water Quality Improvements and
Development is consistent with local or regional land use plans or Programs; and

6. CERTIFIES that the Project is consistent with the goals for Proposition 68 developing urban
recreation projects and habitat protection or restoration projects in accordance with statewide
priorities; and

7. CERTIFIES that the WCA has or will have sufficient funds to operate and maintain the Project that
is being submitted for funding consideration; and

8. CERTIFIES that the WCA has reviewed and understands the General Requirements and General
Policies of the RMC Proposition 68 Grant Program Guidelines; and

9. APPOINTS the WCA governing board chair, or designee, to conduct all negotiations, and to
execute and submit all documents including, but not limited to, applications, agreements,
amendments, payment requests and so forth, which may be necessary for the completion of the
aforementioned project.

~ End of Resolution ~ 

 // 

Motion: _______________________ Second: _______________________ 

Ayes: _________ Nays: ____________ Abstentions: _____________ 
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Resolution 2021-02 

Passed and Adopted by the Board of the 
WATERSHED CONSERVATION AUTHORITY 
On January 21, 2021 

_________________________________ 
Herlinda Chico 
Governing Board Chair 

ATTEST: ______________________ 
David Edsall, Jr. 
Deputy Attorney General 
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