
DATE: January 21, 2021 

TO: Watershed Conservation Authority Governing Board 

FROM: WCA Staff 

THROUGH: Mark Stanley, Executive Officer  

SUBJECT: Item 08:  Liaison and Activities Report 

Legislative Update 

For full text and history of bills and initiatives, visit these web sites: 
Federal Bills:       https://www.congress.gov 
State Bills:           http://www.leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/ 

Current as of 1/6/2021 

The following is the status of legislative bills that have been introduced in the current session by Senate 
and Assembly potentially of interest to the RMC and its respective Joint Powers Authorities. Bills can be 
tracked on the legislative website: http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/ 

PARKS AND WATER 

AB 30 (Kalra D) Parks: Access to Nature 
Introduced: 12/7/2020, Status: Waiting for committee hearing 

Summary: Current law establishes in state government the Natural Resources Agency, consisting of 
various entities, including the Department of Parks and Recreation, the California Coastal Commission, 
and the State Coastal Conservancy. This bill would express the intent of the Legislature to subsequently 
enact legislation that would improve access to nature for all people in the state and provide for 
recreational and educational opportunities, with a specific emphasis on increasing access for 
economically disadvantaged communities.  

AB 78 (O’Donnell D) San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers and Mountains Conservancy: territory: 
Dominguez Channel watershed and Santa Catalina Island. 
Introduced: 12/7/2020, Status: Waiting for committee hearing 

Summary: Current law establishes the San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers and Mountains 
Conservancy in the Natural Resources Agency and prescribes the functions and duties of the conservancy 
with regard to the protection, preservation, and enhancement of specified areas of the Counties of Los 
Angeles and Orange located along the San Gabriel River and the lower Los Angeles River and tributaries 
along those rivers. Current law, for purposes of those provisions, defines “territory” to mean the territory 
of the conservancy that consists of those portions of the Counties of Los Angeles and Orange located 
within the San Gabriel River and its tributaries, the lower Los Angeles River and its tributaries, and the San 
Gabriel Mountains, as described. This bill would additionally include the Dominguez Channel watershed 
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and Santa Catalina Island, as described, within that definition of territory, and would make various related 
changes to the boundaries of that territory.   
 
SB 45 (Portantino D) Wildfire Prevention, Safe Drinking Water, Drought Preparation, and Flood 
Protection Bond Act of 2022. 
Introduced: 12/7/2020, Status: Waiting for committee hearing 
 
Summary: Would enact the Wildfire Prevention, Safe Drinking Water, Drought Preparation, and Flood 
Protection Bond Act of 2022, which, if approved by the voters, would authorize the issuance of bonds in 
the amount of $5,510,000,000 pursuant to the State General Obligation Bond Law to finance projects for 
a wildfire prevention, safe drinking water, drought preparation, and flood protection program. 
 

PROJECTS OF SIGNIFICANT INTEREST 

San Gabriel Mountains National Monument: Angeles National Forest Service Based on the Schedule of 
Proposed Action (SOPA) updated by the Angeles National Forest on 1/1/21, the Forest Service anticipates 
making a decision on the San Gabriel River Confluence with Cattle Canyon Improvements Project in 
February 2021.  The last step will be publishing the final Record of Decision and Final EIS. 

San Gabriel Mountains Community Collaborative:  The last San Gabriel Mountains Community 
Collaborative was held digitally on November 19, 2020.  At the meeting, Angeles National Forest’s (ANF) 
Forest Service (FS) staff provided an update on their fire management activity. With the historic Bobcat 
fire, FS is providing some context as to what the next 5-10 years will look like.   

• Some areas with mature chaparral may now have invasive weeds that affect their fuel 
arrangement.  Fire this large has many second and third order effects.   

• Recovery will need to include restoration and repairing critical infrastructure and facilities.  

• Fire will cause increased sediment and decrease capacity of dams.   

• Will also need to look at future fire prevention capacity, use changes and impacts that will happen 
in other places since recreational areas in the fire area will be unavailable for several years.   

• Potential risk for flooding and erosion will be increased for 3 years post-fire, with effects to roads, 
emergency access, and watershed and forest health.   

Collaborative Partners shared their experiences following the Station Fire in 2009.  Steve Messer with 
CORBA mentioned that his trail maintenance work was delayed a year after the Station Fire before FS 
allowed work to continue in burn area.  It is typical for FS to keep areas closed for a year to allow 
vegetation to regrow.  While trails are usually not directly impacted by fire, they can be heavily damaged 
by the rains that usually follow the fire season.  When vegetation is scoured, nothing holds the land 
back.  Sediment snowballs and then does a lot of damage.  Damage is proportional to the amount of rain, 
and 2009 was an El Nino winter (rains didn’t come until April the next year).  Biggest impacts to trails are 
where drainages pass.  He also warned that post fire, there will be a lot of Purple Flower Poodle Dog Bush 
(CA Native) which has an irritant similar to poison oak.  
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The SGMCC has a Steering Committee and four topical ad-hoc Committees working to enhance National 
Monument management and accessibility for local communities in four areas: Trails and Recreation, 
Transportation, Volunteer Engagement, and Conservation Education.  Meetings occur every other month.   
 

 

WCA PROJECTS & PROPERTIES 

Duck Farm Project: WCA Construction Manager (CM) has reviewed and finalized contractual documents 
with the General Contractor and has come to final agreement related to Change Order Requests and work 
remaining and timeline to complete the project.  The project remains within the overall contracted budget 
value. LA County Department of Agriculture has been engaged by the contractor to mitigate invasive 
plants on site that have sprouted since the rainy period last month.  The contractor and sub-contractors 
will be back on site the week of January 18th to resume work and progress to complete the project.   The 
process of leaching salts from the soil was completed in December. Graphics for operational signage and 
botanical interpretive signs, as well as, decorative boulder locations and callouts have been completed 
and provided to the Contractor to send to vendors. The re-painting of the blue maintenance building has 
been added to the project and will be completed by the Contractor as part of the original bid price.  
 
WCA Executive Officer will provide an oral update on the park name during the meeting.  
 

  
Sample of operational signage design styling above.  
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The Phase 1A Duck Farm project involves the development of a 30+ acre river adjacent park project that 
includes a neighborhood park entry, public access trails, riparian landscape, a native plant demonstration 
garden, native and low water meadows, a river overlook and interpretation features. 
 
San Gabriel River Center (Duck Farm House) and Gardens Project:  In December 2020, the Sanitation 
Districts of Los Angeles County and US Bank approved an Escrow Agreement for the Duck Farm 
Supplemental Environmental Project (SEP) – which will augment and complement the San Gabriel River 
Center and Gardens Project. The agreement awaits WCA board approval with a project start date of March 
2021.  

 

The San Gabriel River Center and Gardens Project will transform a 1929 Spanish colonial revival iconic 
farmhouse into a water- wise educational resource and visitor center for the public. The surrounding 
demonstration gardens will include the construction of practical landscape-oriented water capture and 
conservation strategies that average homeowners can achieve in their own landscapes.  
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San Gabriel Valley Greenway Network Implementation Plan:  The LA County Flood Control District issued 
a third Task Order dated January 4, 2021 for the WCA support of the Plan for community engagement 
services, which will be addressed in Item 13 on the regular calendar for this board meeting. 

The Plan is a multi-objective effort to transform existing Los Angeles County Flood Control District right 
of way in the San Gabriel Valley into a world-class Greenway Network in conjunction with identifying 
ways to upgrade and enhance the District's existing flood control facilities. The Plan will build upon the 
San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments' (SGVCOG) ongoing Active Transportation Planning Initiative 
and will highlight connectivity with other planned active transportation components and green urban 
infrastructure projects throughout the San Gabriel Valley.  
 
The Plan will accelerate development of greenway design standards and create cooperative agreements 
with other agencies to expedite project delivery for shovel ready projects. This approach will enable 
simultaneous implementation of high priority greenway projects while ensuring consistency with the 
broader master planning of the Greenway Network. 
 
Emerald Necklace:  No new update this period. A tour of the priority project locations will be scheduled 
after the first of the year for interested team members. Priority projects continue to focus on the San 
Jose Creek Bridge and River Trail extension to the Duck Farm and the Rosemead Blvd complete street 
project between Legg Lake and Durfee within the Whittier Narrows Recreation Area  and the quarry 
clasp - from Peck Park to the San Gabriel River. This working group will continue to meet in an effort to 
identify funding, prepare grant applications and seek to partner to develop projects identified in the 
Emerald Necklace Plan.  
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The Emerald Necklace is a 17-mile interconnected network of existing and envisioned bikeways, multi-use 
trails, parks, and greenways along the Rio Hondo and the San Gabriel River. Along the Rio Hondo the 
Emerald Necklace stretches from Peck Road Water Conservation Park in the north to the Whittier Narrows 
Recreation Areas in the south. Along the San Gabriel River, it stretches from Hanson Quarry in the north 
to Whittier Narrows Recreational Area in the south.   
 
The Emerald Necklace Implementation Plan – Phase 1 (Proposed Project) includes 15 related projects that 
would close gaps in a regional recreational trails network and increase access to the trails to hundreds of 
thousands of people in the project area. 
 
San Gabriel Mountains and Foothills Open Space Acquisition Master Plan: Psomas is refining the final 
prioritization map for the Report on Regional Biological Opportunities. Cooper Ecological Monitoring’s 
Rapid Assessment site visits to evaluate the potential for sensitive species on undeveloped lands have 
brought to light additional parcels to include as conservation priorities.   
 
As part of a cultural resources study to inform the prioritization, a records request has been submitted to 
the California Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS) at South Central Coastal Information 
Center (SCCIC). The Park Needs Assessment and CalEnviroScreen, as well as summary of surveys of users 
of local foothills open space parks, users, and managers of existing open space lands will complete the 
Human Factors portion of the study. 
 
WCA anticipates receiving two proposals in response to an RFP for a Report on Hydrologic Opportunities. 
This Report will summarize existing work in the fields of hydrology and geology, to suggest to what extent 
regional water supply and quality issues and habitat can inform prioritization of undeveloped parcels for 
permanent protection.  
 
WCA is in the process of evaluating a Conservation Easement and Land Management Plan submitted by 
Glendora Community Conservancy for Easley Canyon Preserve, a property whose acquisition was 
approved by the Board in January, 2019.   
 

 
Conservation successes in the study area include thousands of acres of land preserved, over preceding decades, by numerous conservancies and 
municipalities                                                                                     
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Light green areas are unprotected and undeveloped lands being considered in the prioritization study 

The San Gabriel Mountains and Foothills Open Space Acquisition Master Plan will develop a comprehensive 
prioritized acquisition strategy and a recommended resource management and operations strategy to 
preserve habitat and open space, improve watershed health, and increase public access for compatible 
uses such as multi-use trails and related passive recreational amenities along the foothills of the San 
Gabriel Mountains.   
  
Vasquez Acquisitions and Interim Land Management Plan: Cooper Ecological Monitoring completed 
rapid assessments of nearby undeveloped lands to assess the regional context of biodiversity priorities to 
inform management of Vasquez lands.  
  
Currently, discussions are underway to transfer the adjacent 200-acre Azusa-RMC JPA Open Space into 
WCA ownership.  After this transfer is concluded, WCA anticipates including consideration of this property 
and its substantial watershed (including two former springs) in the Azusa foothills lands interim 
management guidelines. 
 
Pre-acquisition activities for the Vasquez ‘Access’ 035 parcel have paused due to a change in the seller’s 
priorities. WCA seeks to continue this work when the seller is ready to resume. 
 

     
LEFT: Azusa foothills conservation lands RIGHT: Conceptual trail route from River Wilderness Park to Vasquez lands and Azusa-RMC JPA 
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The Vasquez acquisitions (Vasquez I in 2016 and Vasquez II in 2020) protect some of the last undeveloped 
private holdings along the foothills from development, in order to support watershed restoration, 
community-driven stewardship, and compatible public uses. WCA acquisition of these lands augments an 
existing cluster of contiguous public conservation lands in the Azusa Foothills that includes WCA’s River 
Wilderness Park, Azusa-RMC Open Space, and City of Pasadena Open Space. 
 
GREEN Project: At the site scale a concept plan has been completed for the Duck Farm Equestrian Center, 
submitted in December for review by County Regional Planning. This site plan has informed a grant 
application for construction of planned elements for consideration under the Consent Calendar Item 12.  
 
Staff continues to engage in efforts including the Watershed Area Steering Committees (WASC), and 
advancement of proof-of-concept for the GREEN Portal through specific improvements for the Gateway 
Greening Plan intended for incorporation. Requests for services will soon be released in support of the 
GREEN Portal development and project deliverables through the Master Agreement for Technical 
Specialty Services approved in the November 2020 Board Meeting. 

 
Gateway Cities and Rivers Urban Greening Vision Plan:   The Vision Plan and its online portal is complete. 
WCA staff continues to solicit additional buy-in and feedback from key stakeholders prior to a public 
launch.  
 
With a grant from the Strategic Growth Council, the RMC,  and partner collaboration the WCA is developing 
a green infrastructure plan for the Gateway Cities Region. The WCA is advancing collaborative integration 
of regional efforts as staff continues to engage in compatible regional planning initiatives—including the 
work of the AB530 Lower LA River Working Group. Together with the RMC-funded GREEN Project the plan 
is organized as an interactive web platform positioned to facilitate coordination, planning efforts, and 
funding for greening projects across the Gateway Cities and beyond. 
 

The Green Regional Environmental 
Enhancement Network (GREEN) 
Project is a planning and project 
implementation initiative supporting 
watershed-based greening efforts to 
help support collaboration in the 
wider Los Angeles and Orange County 
area.  
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Los Angeles River Environmental Flows Study Supplemental Analysis: WCA has advised SCCWRP on 
planned and proposed in-stream uses in the Lower Los Angeles River to inform modelling of low flow 
scenarios.  
 
In March, SCCWRP will work with WCA and third party consultants identified by WCA, to develop 
assumptions for analysis of Compton Creek and Rio Hondo restoration scenarios in March.  
 
Exploratory discussions are underway for collaboration with a non-profit organization on potential 
outreach scope in the Lower Los Angeles River watershed. 
  

  
 

 
 
The purpose of the Supplemental Analysis is to supplement the State Water Board funded Los Angeles 
River Environmental Flows Study to include a more robust analysis of the potential impacts to recreation, 
wildlife habitat, and water quality in the Lower Los Angeles River from reduced instream water flows 
resulting from increased wastewater re-use upstream.  An RMC grant funds WCA’s participation in the 
Stakeholder group and adding outreach and  third-party review of the analysis.  
 
  
Mt Baldy Wilderness Preserve:  Inland Empire Resources Conservation District (IERCD) mapped 6.7 acres 
of Spanish broom (Spartium junceum) at the Preserve, and submitted a plan for methods and strategies 
to control this species. IERCD recommends a watershed approach to invasive species management, which 
would entail controlling upstream sources of invasive broom. A watershed approach would entail 
coordination with upstream land managers. 
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WCA has submitted a proposal to the San Gabriel Valley Conservation Corps for their consideration to 
utilize a portion of a mental health grant program they have available for work in the Forest for this large 
project. The project is expected to require monitoring and removal over several years. 
 
 

 

     
Broom Removal Areas: 6.7 Acres 

Acquired in 2014, the Mt. Baldy Wilderness Preserve is a 237+/- acre property located on the eastern extent 
of the Authority’s territory, directly south of Mt. Baldy Village. This open space being is preserved in its 
undeveloped state. The site is publicly accessible for passive recreational use. 
 
Crystal Lake Redevelopment and San Gabriel Canyon Master Planning:  The Construction Documents 
have been updated per the direction received from USFS. Consultation with the Construction Manager 
will proceed to finalize Request for Bid documents to be released in February.  Construction is expected 
to begin in April and complete by June 30, 2021. The scope of work for the construction improvements 
includes renovation of camp host sites, information kiosks and iron rangers at both Crystal Lake and 
Coldbrook campgrounds.  Design work for the second access point at the East Fork/Oaks Picnic area is on-
going. San Gabriel Valley Conservation Corps, utilizing COVID-19 precautions, completed their 
conservation efforts in the San Gabriel Canyon under the direction of US Forest Service staff in December.  
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Crystal Lake Redevelopment and San Gabriel Canyon Master Planning, authorized by U.S. Forest Service 
under a Supplemental Project Agreement with WCA, to implement a redevelopment and enhancement 
conceptual planning effort for the Crystal Lake recreation area located in the Angeles National Forest, as 
well as, a recreation master plan for the San Gabriel Canyon area focusing on access, circulation, and 
recreational resources. Additionally, the implementation of maintenance and site improvements has been 
approved by USFS.  
 
River Wilderness Park: Plans are in development to prepare for a construction phase for the entry 
improvements beginning this year 2021. The WCA is working with the City of Azusa and consultant team 
to complete the 100% construction drawing package. The City and project team are currently moving 
forward with concurrent review of construction drawings and entitlements to be ready for City Council 
approval by this Spring 2021. 
 

 
The RWP is an approx. 118-acre property envisioned to provide unique wilderness experiences in the lower 
San Gabriel River Canyon comprised of engaging landscapes, gathering spaces, thriving habitats, and a 
regional hub and welcome center for the San Gabriel Mountains National Monument. 
 
San Gabriel River Confluence with Cattle Canyon Project:  WCA consultant, BlueGreen, has completed 
its work on the site design for the project’s first access point, and is in the process of designing an  
additional access point which extends the footprint of the current design. This portion will be funded 
through WCA’s Master Participating Agreement with the Forest Service that was extended for an 
additional 12-months due to COVID-19 related impacts.  
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Initial concept plan for the Oaks River Access project 
 
Along a 2.5-mile segment of the East Fork San Gabriel River recreational use is highly concentrated. This 
heavy use combined with the lack of facilities has resulted in degraded conditions. In response, the Cattle 
Canyon Project seeks to better manage the recreational use and balance the needs for resource project 
within this area of the San Gabriel Mountains. 
 
South Gate Habitat Restoration Project/Parque Dos Rios:  The subcontractors returned to the site and 
are in the process of completing the installation of site improvements including metal work, signage, 
additional overlook and visitor amenities including seating, interpretive signage and viewscopes.  
 

Parque Dos Rios is a 7.8-acre site situated along the Lower Los Angeles River (LLAR) at the confluence with 
the Rio Hondo in the City of South Gate.  The project will create a bike stop amenity for the LLAR trail, with 
overlook, shade structure, seating and interpretive graphics.  The land will be planted with natives and a 
raptor perch installed.   
  
Walnut Creek Habitat & Open Space: The City of San Dimas has engaged the services of the San Gabriel 
Valley Conservation Corps to provide trail and plant maintenance for the next year. WCA staff has 
completed designs for interpretive signage, operational signs and dedication plaque. WCA will also 
augment the project with additional interpretive features, operational signage and split rail fencing via 
the mini Prop A grant received from SD5 excess funds. 
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River Ranger Program Implementation Project:  WCA and RMC staff continue to hold one–on– one 
meetings with project stakeholders this month as the team works toward the implementation 
of a Lower LA River REACH zone pilot program.  

COVID19 conditions and the uprising for police reform have changed the conversation on the 
methods to conduct the public safety program element. A meeting on Thursday, December 17th 
was conducted with the Cities of Bell Garden, Downey, and South Gate to discuss their role in the 
public safety element. They all agreed to participate in the planning and development process 
and will designate a staff person to attend the project meetings. 

On November 19th, 2020, the WCA Governing Board approved Item 14, which is a resolution that 
authorized the negotiation and award professional services contracts for the LA River Rangers 
Pilot Program Development Project.  Currently, WCA and RMC staff is negotiating contracts with 
two of the four contractors that submitted applications in response to a request for qualification 
that was released on September 17, 2020. The contractors will provide services including but not 
limited to achieving the following program goals:   

1)  Recreational and/or Interpretative/Educational Programs to creatively 
activate the LA River in REACH Zone 1.  

2)  LA River Safety Ambassador Program to improve public safety for visitors 
on the LA River in REACH Zone 1.  

The work of the contractors is intended to create a robust outreach and engagement plan to 
ensure ongoing information and communication with the public and stakeholder of use and 
enjoyment in and around the LA River.    

WALNUT CREEK – WEST PHASE 
ONLY 
 
Acquired in 2008, the Walnut Creek 
Habitat and Open Space Property is 
a total of approx. 60.8 acres. 
Approximately 6.7 acres are owned 
by the City of San Dimas and 54 
acres are owned by the WCA.  
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The River Ranger Program will foster connections between communities, agencies, and resources to 
promote safe, equitable usage and stewardship of the LA River and its tributaries as an activated and 
connected greenway that supports ecological, social, and recreational opportunities.  
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	FROM: WCA Staff
	THROUGH:  Mark Stanley, Executive Officer



