
MINUTES 
BOARD MEETING 

WATERSHED CONSERVATION AUTHORITY (WCA) 
May 20, 2021 

1. CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order by Vice Chair Croxton at approximately 1:33 p.m. The meeting was
held via Zoom.US.

2. ROLL CALL

MEMBERS PRESENT

Ms. Sandra Croxton (for Supervisor Barger)
Mr. Vincent Chang (for Supervisor Solis)
Mr. Roberto Uranga (Rivers & Mountains Conservancy)
Mr. Julian Juarez (for Mark Pestrella)

MEMBERS ABSENT

Ms. Herlinda Chico (for Supervisor Hahn)
Mr. Dan Arrighi (Rivers & Mountains Conservancy)

STAFF PRESENT 

Mark Stanley, Executive Officer 
Dena Williams, Board Secretary 
Debbie Enos, Deputy Executive Officer 
Nicole Law, Fiscal Manager 
Jeremy Munns, Project Manager 
Johnathan Perisho, Project Manager 
Jane Tsong, Project Manager 
David Edsall, Jr., Deputy Attorney General 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT

John Soto stated, once again, he would like to thank Mark Stanley and Debbie Enos for listening to them 
regarding their concerns about the River Park and he hopes that the mural at the River Park is painted 
over. He also stated he had a conversation with Debbie Enos regarding the horse stables located on the 
East side of the 605 freeway and his concerns are that the stables were established for local residents 
with up to 12 horses at a time and now, at times, there can be up to 66 horses at a time.  He mentioned 
that the community has a list of concerns which are the smell of the stables are not being maintained 
which is bringing flies, the dust in the air from the movement of the horses is getting into the pets eyes, 
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there is a need for a 4-way stop at San Angelo and Proctor, there is a need for fence security something 
similar to what  San Angelo Park has and Debbie has already communicated with some of the neighbors 
regarding the fence. 

Christy Catalano stated that she would like to re-iterate and encourage the board to rely on prudent 
avoidance and the precautionary principle and not place a cell phone tower up at Mt. Baldy Wilderness 
Preserve.  

4. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

Minutes from January 2021 were tabled due to no quorum.

Minutes were not approved. 

5. CHAIR’S REPORT

No report was given.

. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORTS 

6. WATERSHED CONSERVATION AUTHORITY RESPONSE TO COVID-19

Mr. Stanley stated that staff is still working remotely until we hear other orders from the County and
the State. We anticipate in some changes and will begin with a hybrid model given the Governor is going
to announce on June 15th to end the colored coded system and lift several restrictions. WCA will respond
to the action as well and will make sure we are in compliance with all the local ordinances and actions
that they want us to take to preserve our safety and continue our activity and we will continue to
provide updates to the board.

7. LIAISON & ACTIVITIES REPORT

Mr. Stanley stated that the Senate and Assembly is reviewing the Governor’s proposal which is labeled
a May revise.

Debbie Enos stated construction continues at the River Park and the front of the park is completed. Ms.
Enos also pointed out the shade structures in the photos that have been installed and they make a very
dramatic entry and bookend to the park and will be a signature element as we move forward. Ms. Enos
mentioned that the Blue Building on the property has been painted and new doors have been installed,
over 10,000 plants have been planted with the aid of staff and the Conservation Corps.

Ms. Enos stated that for the Parque dos Rios project the Conservation Corps of Long Beach finished up
a portion of their work on the property with funds from Prop. 68 which involved planting along the edge
in the area adjacent to the slope and they are finalizing that aspect of the park. Ms. Enos stated that
once the graffiti has been removed the contractors will be able to finish their work within 2 weeks.

Ms. Enos stated that for the Walnut Creek Habitat Open Space project is being completed through a
grant partnered with the City of San Dimas and it is being completed on WCA property primarily which
will be a loop trail along with the Antonovich trail.
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 Jeremy Munns stated that for the San Gabriel River Center staff is working on the design RFP and for 
the parking lot, it is being extended to accommodate more visitors and BlueGreen Consulting is currently 
finalizing a design for that extension of the parking lot.  

Mr. Munns stated that for the East Fork River Access Project BlueGreen is working on the design of the 
second access point and should be completed by the end of June.  

Jane Tsong stated that for the San Gabriel Mountains & Foothills Open Space Acquisition plan the rapid 
field assessments have been completed by Cooper Ecological Monitoring, Balance Hydrologic 
opportunities has completed their report on specific restoration opportunities, Psomas has completed 
their rapid biodiversity reports as well as Cultural Sensitivity Analysis by Cogstone.  

Ms. Tsong mentioned WCA continues to negotiate with the Vasquez family regarding the specific terms 
of the Vasquez Property acquisition and the boundary line to create a boundary line before we move 
forward on certain kinds of negotiations.   

Ms. Tsong stated that for the LA River Environmental Flows Study there are a couple of RFP’s being 
issued for engagement activity that overlap with data collection and exploratory conversations are 
being conducted between MRCA and WCA to shape another RFP for vegetation mapping.  

Ms. Tsong concluded that for the Mt. Baldy Wilderness Preserve we have been trying to develop a 
project with SGVCC that will combine our need for removing the Spanish Broom at the preserve.  

Johnathan Perisho stated that for the GREEN project a concept plans and project descriptions have been 
updated and are now under review by the County Department of Regional Planning for the River Park 
Equestrian Center and a funding request has been made for U.S. Congressional funding consideration 
of the FY 21/22.    

Mr. Perisho also stated that for the Gateway Greening Vision Plan project the presentation will be given 
today at this meeting as Item 9. Mark Stanley corrected Johnathan that it is in fact Item 8.  

Ms. Enos stated that for the Crystal Lake Recreation Area is currently under construction at the 
recreation area and an agreement with the Forest Service is in place to remove an old dilapidated 
warehouse and has been completed and the remaining work will be completed by June 30th.  

8. PRESENTATION OF GATEWAY CITIES AND RIVERS GREENING VISION PLAN

Johnathan Perisho gave a Powerpoint presentation and an update to the Gateway Cities and
Rivers Greening Vision Plan that outlined the need to make connections to wider regional plans
including the LA River Revitalization and Master Planning, the Emerald Necklace, and the area
between the rivers and to strategically bring more resources to one of the largest and most
populous parts of the county.

9. EXPENDITURE REPORT

Nicole Law explained that Exhibit A reflects updated balances of the FY 20/21 as of April 30, 2021 and
the Statement of Receipts and Disbursements for the quarters ending September 30, 2020, December
31, 2020 and March 31, 2021 from the Los Angeles County Auditor-Controller’s office  is attached.
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Ms. Law explained that operational leases are on target including the lease revenue from the 
commercial tenants.  

Ms. Law further stated that the Authority received annual citation revenue from the Mountains, 
Recreation and Conservation Authority in April, the Authority received a special use fee for commercial 
filming from the “We Make Movies” film shoot and that other miscellaneous revenue line item is lower 
the YTD budget projections.  

Ms. Law mentioned the Authority anticipates expenses incurred through the end of the fiscal year to be 
within budgeted projections with the exception of the Water System Operation line item being above 
YTD budget projections due to a repair of the water treatment system incurred in March. 

Ms. Law concluded with all other expenditure items are projected to be within budgetary limits except 
for those line items previously reported in prior meetings such as Electricity and Property Tax. 

10. COMPENSATION STUDY AND ANALYSIS REPORT

Mr. Stanley stated that this study has been conducted for over a year and the consultant has completed
and conducted a comprehensive review of position matches, comparisons and job descriptions that
includes benefits and analysis extended to the board in terms of its compensation and benefits as well
and the next steps will be to discuss the preferred bandwidth, separations and customization. Mr.
Stanley concluded with new WCA steps/columns for salary structure in a template that staff will be
devising how to use the new salary structure tools and will also look at WCA’s budget restraints in
moving this forward. Staff anticipates bringing this study back to the board at the next meeting.

 CONSENT CALENDAR 

11. FUND BALANCE REPORT

12. CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION TO RATIFY THE APPLICATION FOR CALIFORNIA STATE
PARK PROPOSITION 68 STATEWIDE PARK DEVELOPMENT AND COMMUNITY REVITALIZATION
GRANT FUNDS.

13. CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION TO ACCEPT FUNDING AUGMENTATION FOR EAST FORK
SUSTAINABLE RIVER ACCESS PROJECT (RMC19001).

All of these items were tabled due to no quorum. 

REGULAR CALENDAR 

14. CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION APPROVING PRELIMINARY BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR
2021/2022.

This item was tabled due to no quorum. 
15. CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE EXECUTIVE OFFICER TO NEGOTIATE

AND ENTER INTO A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT FOR THE LOS ANGELES RIVER
ENVIRONMENTAL FLOWS STUDY SUPPLEMENTAL ANALYSIS.
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  This item was tabled due to no quorum. 
 
 16. CLOSED SESSION: PURSUANT TO GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 54956.9, THE WATERSHED 

CONSERVATION AUTHORTIY MAY HOLD A CLOSED SESSION ON THE FOLLOWING ITEM: SAVE 
OUR ACCESS – SAN GABRIEL MOUNTAINS V. WCA, ET AL., LOS ANGELES COUNTY SUPERIOR 
COURT CASE NO. 18STCP02904.  

 
 There was no Closed Session.  
 

17. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 
 

A.    STATEMENTS, RESPONSES, QUESTIONS OR DIRECTIONS TO STAFF PURSUANT TO                 
SECTION 54954.2(A) OF THE GOVERNMENT CODE 

 
 B. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 

  18.  ANNOUNCEMENT OF NEXT MEETING DATE  
 
 The next meeting will be held on Thursday, June 17, 2021 at 1:30pm via Zoom.US and a quorum poll will 

be sent for a meeting on June 10, 2021 at 1:30pm via Zoom.Us. 
 

 19. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 The meeting was adjourned by Vice Chair Croxton at approximately 2:20 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

X
Sandra Croxton

Vice Chair

   

X
Dena Williams

Board Secretary
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