
DATE: July 15, 2021 
 
TO: WCA Governing Board 
 
FROM: Johnathan Perisho, Project Manager 
 
THROUGH: Mark Stanley, Executive Officer 
 
SUBJECT: Item 13: Consideration of a resolution to ratify application to and acceptance 

of RMC Wildfire Grant funds for Removal of Invasive Broom at Mount Baldy 
Wilderness Preserve 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: That the Watershed Conservation Authority (WCA) Governing Board ratify 
application to and acceptance of RMC Wildfire Grant funds for Removal of Invasive Broom at Mount Baldy 
Wilderness Preserve.  
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: WCA will work with San Gabriel Valley Conservation Corps (SGVCC) to 
implement a multi-year Invasive Species Management Plan prepared for the Mount Baldy Wilderness 
Preserve by Inland Empire Resource Conservation District providing additional support (Exhibit A: Invasive 
Species Management Plan for Mount Baldy Wilderness Preserve).  
 
The project (Exhibit B: Grant Application) will treat up to 6.7 acres of Spanish broom documented along 
San Antonio Creek, with extensive large mature stands. The application proposes two work periods per 
year, over three years, starting from upland areas and working downhill, and seeking permission and 
permits to work upstream. SGVCC will perform work with support and training by IERCD ecologists and 
crew. WCA will be the project manager, coordinating the crews and seeking permits and permissions from 
upstream property owners. 
 
Follow up visits are proposed twice per year due to the large population of broom and large volume of 
seed dropped each year. The plan recommends to work through the entire area in a single direction from 
north to south; from upstream areas to downstream and up-slope areas to down-slope areas. Since 
Spanish broom also exists north of WCA’s Mount Baldy Preserve, the project includes seeking contact with 
and coordination with numerous upstream private property owners, and parallel efforts by US Forest 
Service and National Forest Foundation.  
 
Priorities for the project include building and providing opportunities for stewardship that impacts fire 
management in the Preserve and beyond. Crew members will have the opportunity to paint graffiti-prone 
surfaces (trashcans and bridge) with patterns designed to deter future graffiti, and to participate in 
developing culturally relevant materials to advance management, engagement, and interpretation on fire-
safe recreation that may be used at the entry kiosk, as well as on social media and at other WCA parks. 
Crew members may also use iNaturalist to document plants and insects on site to add to knowledge that 
may also inform ongoing management at the Preserve. 
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Goals 
• Fire risk reduction and improved ecosystem function at a popular wilderness recreation site 
• Improved visitor experience that attracts DAC community users 
• Job readiness experience and growth opportunities for transitional age youth (16-25) 

experiencing heavy barriers to success 
• Involvement of crew members in management and stewardship problem-solving that may 

inform WCA approaches to culturally relevant land management, and that can provide paths for 
further career development 

 
Outcomes 

• Control and removal of invasive broom populations 
• Broom removal will facilitate natural repopulation of native plants in formerly invaded areas 

(passive restoration) 
• Creation of innovative and culturally relevant interpretive content for fire-safe recreation and 

practices that may be used on social media and on-site kiosks at this and other WCA wilderness 
parks, and in future engagement activities 

Tasks 
• Broom removal: 

o Identification of broom versus native species 
o Removal of broom biomass 

 Check for seed pods, collection of mature seed pods if present 
 Use weed wrenches and loppers 
 Chip biomass on site 
 Mark stumps for follow up treatment if necessary 
 Spray stumps as necessary (to be conducted by IERCD) 

• Additional removal of dead trees along the path 
• Map broom and treatment areas, monitoring and documentation over time 
• Possible integrated enrichment activities: 

 iNaturalist entries 
 Creation of innovative and culturally relevant interpretive content for fire-safe 

recreation and practices that may be used on social media and on-site kiosks at 
this and other WCA wilderness parks, and in future engagement activities. 

 Develop approaches to graffiti removal that deter future graffiti 
• WCA to contact upstream property owners and National Forest Foundation to coordinate plan 

for broom removal upstream.  

The crew will schedule two work periods each year (16 days over 8 weeks), aimed to coincide with period 
of greatest effectiveness as specified in the IERCD plan. Nesting bird surveys will also take place before 
work commences, if during nesting bird season. IERCD crew will provide orientation and support, as well 
as some scheduled ecology workshops as enrichment and training. 
 

Item 13

2



BACKGROUND: Mt. Baldy Wilderness Preserve, a popular recreation destination, has been the site of 
multiple small brush fires over the last two years. Spartium junceum is listed by Cal-IPC as a high threat 
for degradation of lands and increasing fire hazards. Spartium junceum has high potential to spread 
following fires, and to readily spread into disturbed areas. Mature stands are considered a fire hazard 
during dry season due to significant buildup of fuel loads.  
 
SGVCC works with youth ranging from 16 to 25 years of age residing in the San Gabriel and Pomona Valleys 
in eastern Los Angeles County. Corps members represent a vast range of social needs groups, including 
those experiencing homelessness, within the juvenile or adult justice system, raised within the foster care 
system, personal or familial challenges with substance abuse and mental health, were pregnant teens, 
come from low-income households, and responsible for the care of minor siblings. The majority of Corps 
members are Latinx / of Hispanic descent and living the cities of El Monte and Pomona. While El Monte 
has a slight greater cultural diversity than Pomona, both cities have more than 20% of residents below the 
federal poverty line, recognized as low income / low access for critical services, and have areas that are 
severely disadvantaged communities, meaning average monthly household incomes are less than 60% 
the state average. 
 
WCA and SGVCC have had ongoing conversations to plan supplemental activities that can enrich the 
experience of crews working on site. Possible activities include involvement in shaping and creating 
culturally relevant interpretive content on fire safe practices and stewardship that can be used on signage 
at this and other WCA parks, painting trashcans and structures in a way that deters graffiti and promotes 
stewardship, and documentation of flora and fauna on iNaturalist.   
 
CEQA NOE will be posted for an Exemption for Minor Alterations to Land exemption or Restoration 
Projects under 5 acres. NOE will be posted at least 30 days before the start of work. Work may be limited 
to 5 acres of upland area pending determinations on whether removing more than 5 acres would 
necessitate further CEQA action. 
 
FISCAL INFORMATION:  The $500,000 project is proposed for funding by a Rivers and Mountains 
Conservancy Wildfire Grant. The requested services would take place from September 1, 2021 through 
October 31, 2024. 
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Invasive Species Management Plan 
Mount Baldy Wilderness Preserve 

Prepared by Inland Empire Resource Conservation District 
25864 Business Center Dr #K, Redlands, CA 92374 
Primary contact: Aaron Echols, Aechols@iercd.org 

And 

Watershed Conservation Authority 

December 8th, 2020 
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Purpose and Background 
 

This plan has been prepared to provide methods and strategies for invasive plant control, namely 
Spanish broom (Spartium junceum), within the Mount Baldy Wilderness Preserve.  

 

Target Invasive Species 
 

Spanish broom is a large shrub species in the pea family (Fabaceae) that is native to the southern 
Mediterranean region of Europe.  Since originally being introduced to southern California in the 1930’s1, 
this species has shown a high capability of spreading into wild areas and has a high affinity for disturbed 
areas and alluvial soils.  The California Invasive Plant Council (Cal-IPC) inventory rates Spanish broom at 
the highest level of concern.  “High” rated species, as designated by Cal-IPC, have severe ecological 
impacts on physical processes, plant and animal communities, and vegetation structure. Their 
reproductive biology and other attributes are conducive to moderate to high rates of dispersal and 
establishment; most are widely distributed ecologically.2  While the Mount Baldy Wilderness Preserve 
has populations of other invasive species of concern, the recommendations provided in this plan are 
provided to describe the best management practices associated with only Spanish broom control and 
removal.  

During a preliminary site visit by the IERCD, approximately 6.7 acres of invaded area were identified.  
The density of Spanish broom in the identified area ranges from moderate to high and most plants are 
mature and large. 

 

 
1 https://www.fs.fed.us/database/feis/plants/shrub/spajun/all.html 
2 https://www.cal-ipc.org/plants/inventory/ 
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Goals 
 

This management plan provides measures to, at minimum, control the continued spread of Spanish 
broom and, at a maximum, extirpate seed producing mature plants from within the preserve 
boundaries.  While eradication is the primary goal of any invasive species project, the geographic 
location of the preserve makes this an unlikely aim without coordinated efforts to remove broom from 
upstream sources.   

Need for Coordination  
Significant Spanish broom stands were observed to occur upstream and outside of the preserve.  These 
stands will continue to deposit seed into the preserve during flood events where sediment and seed is 
likely to be transported with flood waters. Eradication of Spanish broom from the preserve is therefore 
unlikely without a large scale coordinated effort with adjacent land managers, though initial removals of 
Spanish broom and regular monitoring of re-sprouts and seedlings can functionally eliminate broom as a 
competitive factor in the habitat landscape within the Preserve. 

A watershed wide approach to invasive species extirpation within the San Antonio Creek Sub-watershed 
will provide the best long-term control strategy of Spanish broom. Preventing seed production and 

Exhibit A Item 13

6



4 
 

flushing the Spanish broom seed bank where it exists from upstream sources will greatly reduce the 
impact of this species in downstream areas and the amount of future removal, monitoring, and mapping 
that will be needed in Mount Baldy Wilderness Preserve. The figure below details the approximate 
extent of Spanish broom within the San Antonio Creek Sub-watershed. The Preserve is located at 
approximately the middle of the watershed and in the middle of the area invaded by Spanish broom. 

 

Need for Prioritization 
To restrict the continued, localized spread of Spanish broom, it will be necessary to prioritize removal of 
individual broom plants or small isolated patches over large stands.  Once satellite populations are 
addressed, attention should be directed to large stands.  This can be an effective strategy if limited 
resources will prolong removal activities over a period of several years during which broom plants will 
continue to flower and produce seed.  In this context, eliminating the spread of broom seed into 
uninvaded areas will be the primary goal, however, if all mature plants within the preserve will be 
targeted for intensive removal over a short period (1 or 2 years), it will be easiest to move through the 
entire area in a single direction from north to south; from upstream areas to downstream and up-slope 
areas to down- slope areas. Spanish broom seeds are relatively heavy and fall close to the parent plant 
unless moved by external forces such as water.  Removing  broom from upstream and upslope areas 
first will restrict the range and movement of overall seed dispersal throughout the Preserve. 
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Recommended Removal and Treatment Methods 
 

Cut/Stump Method 
The most straight forward approach to Spanish broom removal will involve these steps: 

1 cutting and removing broom biomass  

2 applying an effective herbicide to the stump. Timing as described below will optimize 
effectiveness  

In addition to this cut/stump method, other methods are detailed below.  

Chemical Methods 
Herbicide application will be necessary to kill mature plants that cannot be permanently removed by 
other means.  Plants that are cut without herbicide application will re-sprout within a number of weeks 
or even days.   Herbicide application methods and techniques should vary with respect to a variety of 
factors including the season, the presence of water, and the target plant phenology.  Herbicide 
application should occur by a state licensed applicator or individual with adequate training from a 
licensed individual regarding application methods and herbicide safety.  If herbicide applications will 
occur in areas open to the public, temporary signage notifying the public of the herbicide(s) used should 
be placed in visible areas.  Signage should remain in place until the applied herbicide has dried. 

The following herbicide application methods and prescriptions are recommended: 

Product Name Rate Method Note 
Glyphosate (Round up Promax) 50% in water 

2% w/0.5% surfactant in water 
Apply to cut stump 
Foliar 

 

Triclopyr (Garlon 4 Ultra) 
 

20% in water 
2% w/0.5% surfactant in water 

Apply to cut stump 
Foliar 

 

Triclopyr (Pathfinder II) 100% Apply to basal bark 
12-18" from ground 

 

Glyphosate (Round up Custom) 50% in water 
2% w/0.5% surfactant in water 

Apply to cut stump 
Foliar 

For use near 
water 

 

Initial Treatment and Removal 
Initial removal and herbicide treatment are best conducted in the late summer and fall season when 
translocation of the herbicide to the root is most effective.  The following best management practices 
will produce the most effective treatment for successful herbicide applications: 

1. Plants should be cut as low to the ground as possible using a handsaw, chainsaw, loppers, or via 
other means.   

2. Cuts should be made as flat as possible to allow herbicide to sit atop the stump rather than run 
off as happens if the cut it too angled. 

Exhibit A Item 13

8



6 
 

3. Herbicide should be applied to the outer cambium of the cut stump within 5 minutes of the cut 
being made. If herbicide can’t immediately be applied, the stump can be re-cut followed by 
application. 

4. A dye indicator should be mixed with herbicide to visually mark treated plant stumps. 
5. In hard to access or difficult cutting scenarios, a basal bark treatment can be applied to the 

plant base bark and the shrub can be left standing. 
6. Treatments within 10 feet of water, on perennially moist soils, or over a shallow water table 

should be conducted using aquatically appropriate herbicides noted in the table above. 
7. Biomass should be chipped, scattered, piled or hauled offsite depending on preference. 
8. Herbicide applications should be conducted under licensed or certified individuals and follow all 

state and federal laws associated with herbicide use and reporting. 

Basal Bark Treatment 
In the event that target plants are located in areas where access is difficult or where cutting is not 
possible, a basal bark application can be used.  The base bark application uses a penetrating oil that 
allows herbicide to pass through the bark without cutting.  To perform a basal bark application, the 
target plant should be treated using an herbicide according to the prescription in the above table; the 
full circumference of the lower 12-18” of “base” bark should be sprayed or painted.  Once the herbicide 
is applied, the plant(s) can be left in place to naturally decay.  If this technique is used and biomass is left 
in place, it can be beneficial to bag and remove mature and immature seed pods (fruits) if they are 
present.  Seed pods of Spanish broom resemble bean pods of 1 to 3 inches in length.  Immature seed 
pods can sometimes mature and ripen in the weeks following herbicide treatment, therefore all seed 
pods regardless of development should be removed if it is determined to be feasible and beneficial. 

Re-treatments 
Following initial treatments and plant removal, follow up re-treatments will be necessary to address re-
sprouting plants as well as seedlings.  Re-treatments should occur using similar methods as those 
described for initial treatments.  Re-treatments can also be conducted using a foliar application (i.e. 
spraying the leaf foliage) where biomass removal is not warranted due to small plant size.  Herbicide 
rates for foliar applications included in the table above.  In contrast to the optimal timing window for 
initial treatments, re-treatments using a foliar method will need to take place during the period when 
Spanish broom plants are leafed out.  Spanish broom grows ephemeral leaves that are present during 
pre-flower to the fruiting stage. This is generally between the months of April through August in the 
southern California area.  Re-treatments should be conducted the year following initial treatments to 
prevent re-sprouting plant material from growing and producing seed. 

Mechanical Methods 
Spanish broom plants can be managed by mechanical and manual means, however, these methods are 
likely to only be useful and on small plants and seedlings.  Small seedlings in loose soil can be hand 
pulled, while large plants can be removed using shovels, picks, or weed wrenches.  Spanish broom plants 
readily re-sprout from the root crown and have also been observed to sprout from root fragment.  It is 
therefore important for any mechanical removal to remove all of the major root biomass in addition to 
the above ground plant material.  The difficulty of completely removing root material can be a drawback 
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to mechanical removals in the case of Spanish broom.  There is no optimum timing window to 
mechanically remove plants; however, it is best to schedule physical removal of large plants according to 
the biological considerations below. 

Biological Considerations 
 

Nesting Birds 
Physical removal of large Spanish broom plants should be conducted outside of the bird nesting season 
(March 15th – September 15th).  Foliar treatments and basal bark treatments which do not require 
physical cutting or removal of vegetation can be conducted during the nesting season if done with 
personnel that are trained to recognize and minimize disturbances to nesting birds.   

Water Protection 
Special effort should be made to prevent herbicide from entering flowing or standing water.  Spanish 
broom plants near water or within the regularly flowing channel or channel benches should be treated 
using aquatically appropriate herbicides.  Plants within infrequently flooded benches or upland areas 
can receive herbicide treatment with aquatic as well as non-aquatic herbicides. 

Native Plant Protection 
Field workers should be trained to identify Spanish broom plants and be able to differentiate Spanish 
broom from similar looking native plants that also grow in alluvial environments. Within the Mount 
Baldy Wilderness Preserve, two native species can easily be mistaken for Spanish broom. These two 
species are scalebroom (Lepidospartum squamatum) and Rabbitbrush (Ericameria nauseosa). 

 

Monitoring 
 

Regular monitoring and follow up is an integral part of invasive species management.  Once initial 
treatments and re-treatments have been conducted, regular monitoring of historic patches should 
occur. The goal of such monitoring is to detect new plants that have either germinated from the seed 
bank or newly introduced seed after, say, a major flood event.  Following monitoring, invasive plant re-
treatments should be coordinated. 

The optimal time to monitor is during the flowering period of Spanish broom when the plant’s yellow 
showy flowers are most evident. Spanish broom flowering time varies with geography and elevation.  
Within the Mount Baldy Wilderness Preserve, Spanish broom peak flowering time is likely to be from 
May through August.  Seedlings may not flower until the third year of growth and may be difficult to 
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detect for this reason. 3 Therefore regular monitoring should take place at least annually during the 
flowering period to inventory and map plants and plan for follow up treatments.   

The best means of recording geospatial information that will be gathered during monitoring efforts 
should utilize any number of GPS technologies or mobile applications that can record georeferenced 
points and polygons and associated attribute data. A good sample attribute schema for recording data 
may resemble the following: 

Name: Invasive Species Removal 2021 
Point: ISR 2021 Point/Polygon 

 
• Time {Date/Time} 
• Species {list of values} 

o Spartium junceum 
• Size (Sq. meters) {Number} 
• Cover_% {List of values} 

o <1 
o 1-5 
o 5-25 
o 25-50 
o 50-75 
o 75-95 
o 95-100 

• Action {List of values} 
o Treatment 
o Retreatment 
o Inventory 
o Monitoring 

• Status {List of values} 
o Gone 
o Eradicated 
o Not found 

• Number of Plants {Number} 
• Notes {Description} 

 

 
3 Nilsen, Erik Tallak. 2000. Spartium junceum L. In: Bossard, Carla C.; Randall, John M.; Hoshovsky, Marc 
C., eds. Invasive plants of California's wildlands. Berkeley, CA: University of California Press: 306-309. 
[53172] 
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Annual Calendar 
 

Month Phenology Other Notes Effectiveness 
of treatment Activity 

January    Physical removal, cut/stump treatment, 
basal bark treatment 

February      
March   

Nesting bird 
season  
 
(March 15-
September 
15) 

   
April Leaf out    

May 
Leaf out, 
Flower   Monitoring, foliar treatment 

June 
Leaf out, 
Flower  Monitoring, foliar treatment 

July 
Leaf out, 
Flower, Fruit  Monitoring, foliar treatment 

August 
Seed 
production 

Greatest 
effectiveness 

  

September 
Seed 
production 

Physical removal, cut/stump treatment, 
basal bark treatment 

October   Physical removal, cut/stump treatment, 
basal bark treatment 

November   Physical removal, cut/stump treatment, 
basal bark treatment 

December    Physical removal, cut/stump treatment, 
basal bark treatment 

 

 

 

Implementation 
 

Initial removal work and herbicide application work are best done in tandem with one another; i.e., non-
specialist crews (e.g., CCC, fire crews, con-crews) can cut and remove biomass while a specialist 
herbicide applicator (e.g., IERCD/other licensed individual) can follow to treat cut stumps.  The specialist 
herbicide applicator will also be responsible for providing feedback on quality of cuts to the removal 
teams. If a specialist is not present, removal work can still occur so long as 6” of stump is left for the 
herbicide applicator. The remaining stump should also be marked with paint or flagged to indicate its 
location for treatment at a later point in time.  The specialist can also identify and perform treatments in 
areas where crews are not able to work. 
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The specialist will also perform GPS mapping and data collection.  Mapping should use a standardized 
method to collect data in standardized format similar to that identified above. Mapping and data 
collection is best performed by the specialist as removal and treatment works takes place.  
 
Non specialist crews may also participate in mapping using iPads, and can learn about broom and 
invasive species control. 

See Appendix A for example briefing documents describing daily implementation protocols from San 
Bernardino County Fire Protection District (SBCFPD) and Birch Creek. 
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RMC WILDFIRE GRANT PROGRAM    
GRANT APPLICATION FORM 

1. NAME OF APPLICANT:
2. TITLE:
3. NAME OF AGENCY:
4. EMAIL/PHONE:
5. ADDRESS:
6. NAME AND TITLE OF PERSON AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE AGREEMENTS (if different from agency

contact):
7. PROJECT NAME:
8. PROJECT LOCATION:

Address: __________________________________        County: _____________________________ 
City Council District: ________________________        County Supervisor District: _____________ 
State Senate District: ________________________  Parcel No(s): ________________________ 
State Assembly District: _____________________      Lat/Long: ____________________________ 
Congressional District: _______________________ 

9. PROJECT DESCRIPTION: In 2-3 paragraphs, describe the proposed project. Please quantify the
project’s goals and expected outcomes.  Identify the major tasks involved in the project. Attach
a map of the project location (and photos if helpful) and briefly describe the project location.
Highlight if your project serves a disadvantaged community (DAC) and how.

Disadvantaged Community Mapping tool: https://gis.water.ca.gov/app/dacs/ 
Community Factfinder Toolkit: https://www.parksforcalifornia.org/communities    
CalEnviroscreen 3.0: https://oehha.ca.gov/calenviroscreen/report/calenviroscreen-30 

10. PRELIMINARY BUDGET: Please include the total cost of the project and the proposed sources of 
funding. Include proposed funding sources even if they are not yet secured, but please make status 
clear. Estimate the budget by major task identified in the project description.

- Project planning costs of up to 20% of the total budget can be claimed for implementation 
projects, and up to 10% of the total budget can be claimed for project management cost for 
planning only projects.

- Indirect and Overhead expenses are allowed, though shall not exceed 10 percent of total 
Grant Funds. Projects that have lower overhead will be deemed more competitive.

11. PROJECT TIMELINE: Provide a project schedule that estimates the start date and completion 
date of the major project tasks and any major milestones.  Projects must completed by March 30, 
2025.

12. PROJECT CATEGORY (select one):
___ San Gabriel Mountains and Foothills Fire Prevention Planning and Management
___ Urban Wildlands and Hills Fire Prevention Planning and Management
___ Forest Health: Fire Recovery, Response, Restoration, Education and Stewardship

13. PROJECT TYPE (select all that apply)
ddd Implementation - total ____ acres (ac)
___ Hazardous Fuels Reduction - ____ ac
___ Forest Thinning/chipping - ____ ac
___ Fuel Break and Defensible Space - ____ ac
ddd Invasive Species Removal/treat - ____ ac

___ Fire Prevention Planning  
___ Fire Prevention Education/ Stewardship 
___ Fire Response 
___ Workforce Development 
___ Post Fire Restoration/ Enhancement
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14. SITE CONTROL:
___ Applicant owns the property for the proposed project.
___ Applicant has a written agreement with the landowner to conduct the project on their land.
___ Applicant does not have a written agreement with the landowner to conduct the project on their
land. If this answer is checked, specify how and when the landowner agreement will be reached.

15. ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE AND PERMITTING (check all that apply):
What is the status of the environmental documentation for this project, check the most appropriate box? 
Please provide documentation of environmental compliance if applicable. 

___ No CEQA/NEPA work initiated 
___ Initial Study Completed, date of completion ____________________________ 
___ Negative Declaration, date of certification  _____________________________ 
___ Categorically Exempt, date of certification  _____________________________ 
___ CEQA/NEPA in process, expected date of completion _____________________ 
___ CEQA/NEPA completed, date of completion ____________________________ 

16. WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT (check only one):
___ YES, this project will involve the California Conservation Corp or another local Conservation Corp.

If checked, please specify the Conservation Corp you will be hiring:  
___ YES, this project will implement a youth employment or job training program. 

If checked, please provide a 1 paragraph description of program: 
___ NO, this project will not involve a workforce development component. 
___ Not applicable, this project is a planning only project. 

17. RESOLUTION: The applicant’s governing body certifies that their governing board gives the
authorized signatory the authority to apply, receive and manage the project.

___ YES, attached. 
___ NO, draft attached. Expected date of authorization: ____________________ 

18. SIGNATURES:
Signature of Applicant:______________________________________________________________ 
Name and Title:____________________________________________________________________ 

Signature of Authorized Official:______________________________________________________ 
Name and Title:____________________________________________________________________ 

AGENCY 
identify permits necessary for project implementation 

YES NO DATE OF APPROVAL/PENDING 

California Fish and Wildlife 

State Water Control Resources Board 

US Army Corp of Engineers 

US Fish and Wildlife 

Los Angeles County Flood Control District 

City/County Construction Permits 

Coastal Commission 

Other 
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APPLICATION TO RMC WILDFIRE GRANT 
Removal of Invasive Broom at Mount Baldy Wilderness Preserve 
Spanish broom (Spartium junceum) 

 
9. Project Description 

WCA will work with San Gabriel Valley Conservation Corps (SGVCC) to implement a multi-year Invasive Species 
Management Plan preserved for Mount Baldy Wilderness Preserve by Inland Empire Resource Conservation District, 
who will provide additional support. The project will aim to treat up to 6.7 acres of Spanish broom documented 
along San Antonio Creek, with extensive large mature stands. The project anticipates two work periods per year, 
over three years, starting from upland areas and working downhill, and seeking permission and permits to work 
upstream. SGVCC will perform the bulk of work, with support and training by IERCD ecologists and crew. WCA will 
be the project manager, coordinating the crews and seeking permits and permissions from upstream property 
owners. 

Mt. Baldy Wilderness Preserve, a popular recreation site, has been the site of multiple small brush fires over the last 
two years. Spartium junceum is listed by Cal-IPC as a high threat for degradation of lands and increasing fire hazards. 
Spartium junceum has high potential to spread following fires, and to readily spread into disturbed areas. Mature 
stands are considered a fire hazard during dry season due to significant buildup of fuel loads.  

Due to the large population of broom, and the amount of seed dropped each year, follow up visits will occur twice 
per year. The plan recommends to work through the entire area in a single direction from north to south; from 
upstream areas to downstream and up-slope areas to down- slope areas. Since Spanish broom also exists north of 
WCA’s Mount Baldy Preserve, the project includes seeking contact with and coordination with numerous upstream 
private property owners, and parallel efforts by US Forest Service and National Forest Foundation.  

It is important to provide opportunities to crew members to engage with and contribute meaningfully to larger 
management and stewardship development issues in the Preserve. Crew members will have the opportunity to 
paint graffiti-prone surfaces (trashcans and bridge) with patterns designed to deter future graffiti, and to participate 
in developing culturally relevant management/engagement/interpretive materials on the topic of fire-safe 
recreation that may be used at the entry kiosk, as well as on social media and at other WCA parks. Crew members 
may also use iNaturalist to document plants and insects seen at the Preserve to add to our knowledge about the 
Preserve. 

Goals 

• Fire risk reduction and improved ecosystem function at a popular wilderness recreation site 
• Improved visitor experience at a popular wilderness recreation site that attracts DAC community users 
• Job readiness experience and growth opportunities for transitional age youth (16-25) experiencing heavy 

barriers to success 
• Involvement of crew members in management and stewardship problem-solving that may inform WCA’s 

approach to culturally relevant land management, and that can provide paths for further career 
development 
 

Outcomes 

• Control and removal of invasive broom populations.  
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• Broom removal will facilitate natural repopulation of native plants in formerly invaded areas (passive 
restoration) 

• Creation of innovative and culturally relevant interpretive content for fire-safe recreation and practices that 
may be used on social media and on-site kiosks at this and other WCA wilderness parks, and in future 
engagement activities. 
 

Tasks 

Broom removal: 

Identification of broom versus native species 

Removal of broom biomass 

 Check for seed pods, collection of mature seed pods if present 

Use weed wrenches and loppers 

 Chip biomass on site 

Mark stumps for followup treatment if necessary 

Spray stumps as necessary (to be conducted by IERCD) 

Additional removal of dead trees along the path 

Map  broom and treatment areas, monitoring and documentation over time 

Possible integrated enrichment activities: 

iNaturalist entries 

Creation of innovative and culturally relevant interpretive content for fire-safe recreation and 
practices that may be used on social media and on-site kiosks at this and other WCA wilderness 
parks, and in future engagement activities. 

Develop approaches to graffiti removal that deter future graffiti 

WCA to contact upstream property owners to coordinate plan for broom removal upstream 
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Location 

Mount Baldy Wilderness Park. San Antonio Creek runs through the park. This Creek straddles Los Angeles and San 
Bernardino Counties, and feeds into Chino Creek, a tributary of the Santa Ana River.  

Broom removal will begin along the ‘Old Road’ and will work downhill from there. 

We are aware other parties (NFF/USFS) are proposing work in nearby but different locations. We expect to 
coordinate and work with all interested parties to improve fire safety in this important and popular preserve and 
adjacent lands. 

 

Disadvantaged Communities 

SGVCC works with youth ranging from 16 to 25 years of age residing in the San Gabriel and Pomona Valleys in 
eastern Los Angeles County.  Corpsmembers represent a vast range of social needs groups, including those 
experiencing homelessness, within the juvenile or adult justice system, raised within the foster care system, 
personal or familial challenges with substance abuse and mental health, were pregnant teens, come from low-
income households, and responsible for the care of minor siblings. The majority of Corpsmembers are Latinx / of 
Hispanic descent and living the cities of El Monte and Pomona. While El Monte has a slight greater cultural diversity 
than Pomona, both cities have more than 20% of residents below the federal poverty line, labeled as low income / 
low access for critical services, and have areas that are severely disadvantaged communities, meaning average 
monthly household incomes are less than 60% the state average. 

WCA and SGVCC have had ongoing conversations to plan supplemental activities that can enrich the experience of 
crews working on site. Possible activities include involvement in shaping and creating culturally relevant interpretive 
content on fire safe practices and stewardship that can be used on signage at this and other WCA parks, painting 
trashcans and structures in a way that deters graffiti and promotes stewardship, and documentation of flora and 
fauna on iNaturalist.   

 

Youth/ Job Training 

San Gabriel Valley Conservation Corps (SGVCC) serves a dual mission. Our primary focus is to transform the lives of 
transitional age youth (16-25) experiencing heavy barriers to success. Our secondary focus is the conservation, 
preservation, and beautification of natural forests and urban green spaces. The pathway to self-sufficiency, 

Exhibit B Item 13

19



Corpsmembers develop stronger connections to each other, their communities, and the environment. YouthBuild 
Charter School of California which provides project-based education at our campuses in El Monte and Pomona to 
Corpsmembers without a diploma. Through this site partnership, Corpsmembers gain the opportunity to earn their 
High School Diploma.  

Job readiness training is provided to all Corpsmembers in the form of workshops on career exploration, life skills, 
and technical training and certifications related to various industry recognized standards. Opportunities for hands-
on leadership development occur within community service projects and workshops that focus on leadership skills. 
Based upon availability, Corpsmembers are provided hourly compensation for up to one year while receiving on-job 
training. 

Formal education and job readiness training comprise the two wings of SGVCC services. The program has a 
foundation in social justice and community action, SGVCC facilitates projects which includes and is not limited to; 
habitat restoration, trail maintenance, fire fuel reduction, litter abatement, recycling services, tree planting, and 
urban farming and sustainability at our 4.9-acre farm, Earthworks. In addition to technical skills, on-job training 
focuses heavily on soft-skill and life-skills development. All Corpsmembers receive a comprehensive biopsychosocial 
assessment, collaborate in the creation of an individualized development plan, and work together with a case 
manager to overcome obstacles. 
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Grantee:  WCA/SGVCC
Project Name:  Removal of Invasive Broom at Mt. Baldy Wilderness
Contact and Address:  Jane Tsong, WCA, 100 N. Old San Gabriel Canyon Road, 
Azusa CA 91702

RMC Tasklist and Timeline

Work Plan Task Number and Name 
Q2  

2021
Q3  

2021
Q4  

2021
Q1  

2022
Q2  

2022
Q3  

2022
Q4  

2022
Q1  

2023
Q2  

2023
Q3  

2023
Q4  

2023
Q1  

2024
Q2  

2024
Q3  

2024
Q4  

2024 End Period
Task #1 - Project Management (not to exceed 10%)
Task #2 - Broom Removal

IERCD (16 day/year)

SGVCC (32 days/year)

Task #3 - Support tasks (planning costs not to exceed 20%)
Upstream coordination (seek permission on upstream private properties)
Mapping of Broom and broom treatment

Production of messaging about fire-safe recreation
iNaturalist training and  entries
Update fire-safe signage & social media

Task #4 - Indirect (not to exceed 10%)

Performance Begin and End Date:  September 2021- September 2024
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Grantee:  WCA/SGVCC
Project Name:  Removal of Invasive Broom at Mt. Baldy Wilderness
Contact and Address:  Jane Tsong, WCA, 100 N. Old San Gabriel Canyon Road, Azusa CA 91702
RMC Total Budget Request: $500,000

Work Plan Task Number and Name 
(insert rows as needed for work plan)

Cost Per Task RMC Budget (this total amount 
must be the same as the 

amount requested in the grant 
application)

Matching Funds
IERCD In Kind

Matching Funds #2

1 / Project Management (not to exceed 10%) 48,000.00$                48,000.00$                                  
2 / Broom Removal 319,200.00$              319,200.00$                                30,000.00$                     

Labor- IERCD crew ( twice a year totaling 16 days/year ) 60,000.00$                    60,000.00$                                        30,000.00$                          
Labor- SGVCC ( twice a year totaling 32 days/year ) 135,000.00$                  135,000.00$                                      
Equipment- Chipper (purchase, include transport and maintenance) 60,000.00$                    60,000.00$                                        
Equipment- Weed wrenches  assorted sizes) (5@$300/e + tax and transport)

2,000.00$                      2,000.00$                                          
Loppers (7@$70/e + tax and transport) 600.00$                         600.00$                                             
Tools (incl McLeods) (10 @$45/e + tax and transport)) 600.00$                         600.00$                                             
Mileage (SGVCC 2 vehicles@ 7.5K/yr *3 years) 28,000.00$                    28,000.00$                                        
Mileage IERCD 7,000.00$                      7,000.00$                                          
IERCD supplies over 3 years 12,000.00$                    12,000.00$                                        
SGVCC Uniforms, PPE, OSHA 10, First Aid/CPR over 3 years 14,000.00$                    14,000.00$                                        

3 / Supporting tasks (planning costs not to exceed 20%) 44,800.00$                44,800.00$                                  

Upstream coordination (seek permission on upstream private properties) 12,000.00$                    
Graffiti control supplies 3,800.00$                      
Mapping/monitoring  of Broom and broom treatment 8,000.00$                      
iNaturalist training and  entries 3,000.00$                      
Engagement - production of culturally relevant  messaging fire-safe recreation, 
social media and signage 9,000.00$                      
Update fire-safe signage & social media 9,000.00$                      

4 / Indirect (not to exceed 10%) 48,000.00$                48,000.00$                                  
5 / Contingency 40,000.00$                40,000.00$                                  

500,000.00$                                30,000.00$                     -$                                TOTAL FUNDED = $XXX,XXX
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Purpose and Background 
 

This plan has been prepared to provide methods and strategies for invasive plant control, namely 
Spanish broom (Spartium junceum), within the Mount Baldy Wilderness Preserve.  

 

Target Invasive Species 
 

Spanish broom is a large shrub species in the pea family (Fabaceae) that is native to the southern 
Mediterranean region of Europe.  Since originally being introduced to southern California in the 1930’s1, 
this species has shown a high capability of spreading into wild areas and has a high affinity for disturbed 
areas and alluvial soils.  The California Invasive Plant Council (Cal-IPC) inventory rates Spanish broom at 
the highest level of concern.  “High” rated species, as designated by Cal-IPC, have severe ecological 
impacts on physical processes, plant and animal communities, and vegetation structure. Their 
reproductive biology and other attributes are conducive to moderate to high rates of dispersal and 
establishment; most are widely distributed ecologically.2  While the Mount Baldy Wilderness Preserve 
has populations of other invasive species of concern, the recommendations provided in this plan are 
provided to describe the best management practices associated with only Spanish broom control and 
removal.  

During a preliminary site visit by the IERCD, approximately 6.7 acres of invaded area were identified.  
The density of Spanish broom in the identified area ranges from moderate to high and most plants are 
mature and large. 

 

1 https://www.fs.fed.us/database/feis/plants/shrub/spajun/all.html 
2 https://www.cal-ipc.org/plants/inventory/ 
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Goals 
 

This management plan provides measures to, at minimum, control the continued spread of Spanish 
broom and, at a maximum, extirpate seed producing mature plants from within the preserve 
boundaries.  While eradication is the primary goal of any invasive species project, the geographic 
location of the preserve makes this an unlikely aim without coordinated efforts to remove broom from 
upstream sources.   

Need for Coordination  
Significant Spanish broom stands were observed to occur upstream and outside of the preserve.  These 
stands will continue to deposit seed into the preserve during flood events where sediment and seed is 
likely to be transported with flood waters. Eradication of Spanish broom from the preserve is therefore 
unlikely without a large scale coordinated effort with adjacent land managers, though initial removals of 
Spanish broom and regular monitoring of re-sprouts and seedlings can functionally eliminate broom as a 
competitive factor in the habitat landscape within the Preserve. 

A watershed wide approach to invasive species extirpation within the San Antonio Creek Sub-watershed 
will provide the best long-term control strategy of Spanish broom. Preventing seed production and 
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flushing the Spanish broom seed bank where it exists from upstream sources will greatly reduce the 
impact of this species in downstream areas and the amount of future removal, monitoring, and mapping 
that will be needed in Mount Baldy Wilderness Preserve. The figure below details the approximate 
extent of Spanish broom within the San Antonio Creek Sub-watershed. The Preserve is located at 
approximately the middle of the watershed and in the middle of the area invaded by Spanish broom. 

 

Need for Prioritization 
To restrict the continued, localized spread of Spanish broom, it will be necessary to prioritize removal of 
individual broom plants or small isolated patches over large stands.  Once satellite populations are 
addressed, attention should be directed to large stands.  This can be an effective strategy if limited 
resources will prolong removal activities over a period of several years during which broom plants will 
continue to flower and produce seed.  In this context, eliminating the spread of broom seed into 
uninvaded areas will be the primary goal, however, if all mature plants within the preserve will be 
targeted for intensive removal over a short period (1 or 2 years), it will be easiest to move through the 
entire area in a single direction from north to south; from upstream areas to downstream and up-slope 
areas to down- slope areas. Spanish broom seeds are relatively heavy and fall close to the parent plant 
unless moved by external forces such as water.  Removing  broom from upstream and upslope areas 
first will restrict the range and movement of overall seed dispersal throughout the Preserve. 
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Recommended Removal and Treatment Methods 
 

Cut/Stump Method 
The most straight forward approach to Spanish broom removal will involve these steps: 

1 cutting and removing broom biomass  

2 applying an effective herbicide to the stump. Timing as described below will optimize 
effectiveness  

In addition to this cut/stump method, other methods are detailed below.  

Chemical Methods 
Herbicide application will be necessary to kill mature plants that cannot be permanently removed by 
other means.  Plants that are cut without herbicide application will re-sprout within a number of weeks 
or even days.   Herbicide application methods and techniques should vary with respect to a variety of 
factors including the season, the presence of water, and the target plant phenology.  Herbicide 
application should occur by a state licensed applicator or individual with adequate training from a 
licensed individual regarding application methods and herbicide safety.  If herbicide applications will 
occur in areas open to the public, temporary signage notifying the public of the herbicide(s) used should 
be placed in visible areas.  Signage should remain in place until the applied herbicide has dried. 

The following herbicide application methods and prescriptions are recommended: 

Product Name Rate Method Note 
Glyphosate (Round up Promax) 50% in water 

2% w/0.5% surfactant in water 
Apply to cut stump 
Foliar 

 

Triclopyr (Garlon 4 Ultra) 
 

20% in water 
2% w/0.5% surfactant in water 

Apply to cut stump 
Foliar 

 

Triclopyr (Pathfinder II) 100% Apply to basal bark 
12-18" from ground 

 

Glyphosate (Round up Custom) 50% in water 
2% w/0.5% surfactant in water 

Apply to cut stump 
Foliar 

For use near 
water 

 

Initial Treatment and Removal 
Initial removal and herbicide treatment are best conducted in the late summer and fall season when 
translocation of the herbicide to the root is most effective.  The following best management practices 
will produce the most effective treatment for successful herbicide applications: 

1. Plants should be cut as low to the ground as possible using a handsaw, chainsaw, loppers, or via 
other means.   

2. Cuts should be made as flat as possible to allow herbicide to sit atop the stump rather than run 
off as happens if the cut it too angled. 
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3. Herbicide should be applied to the outer cambium of the cut stump within 5 minutes of the cut 
being made. If herbicide can’t immediately be applied, the stump can be re-cut followed by 
application. 

4. A dye indicator should be mixed with herbicide to visually mark treated plant stumps. 
5. In hard to access or difficult cutting scenarios, a basal bark treatment can be applied to the 

plant base bark and the shrub can be left standing. 
6. Treatments within 10 feet of water, on perennially moist soils, or over a shallow water table 

should be conducted using aquatically appropriate herbicides noted in the table above. 
7. Biomass should be chipped, scattered, piled or hauled offsite depending on preference. 
8. Herbicide applications should be conducted under licensed or certified individuals and follow all 

state and federal laws associated with herbicide use and reporting. 

Basal Bark Treatment 
In the event that target plants are located in areas where access is difficult or where cutting is not 
possible, a basal bark application can be used.  The base bark application uses a penetrating oil that 
allows herbicide to pass through the bark without cutting.  To perform a basal bark application, the 
target plant should be treated using an herbicide according to the prescription in the above table; the 
full circumference of the lower 12-18” of “base” bark should be sprayed or painted.  Once the herbicide 
is applied, the plant(s) can be left in place to naturally decay.  If this technique is used and biomass is left 
in place, it can be beneficial to bag and remove mature and immature seed pods (fruits) if they are 
present.  Seed pods of Spanish broom resemble bean pods of 1 to 3 inches in length.  Immature seed 
pods can sometimes mature and ripen in the weeks following herbicide treatment, therefore all seed 
pods regardless of development should be removed if it is determined to be feasible and beneficial. 

Re-treatments 
Following initial treatments and plant removal, follow up re-treatments will be necessary to address re-
sprouting plants as well as seedlings.  Re-treatments should occur using similar methods as those 
described for initial treatments.  Re-treatments can also be conducted using a foliar application (i.e. 
spraying the leaf foliage) where biomass removal is not warranted due to small plant size.  Herbicide 
rates for foliar applications included in the table above.  In contrast to the optimal timing window for 
initial treatments, re-treatments using a foliar method will need to take place during the period when 
Spanish broom plants are leafed out.  Spanish broom grows ephemeral leaves that are present during 
pre-flower to the fruiting stage. This is generally between the months of April through August in the 
southern California area.  Re-treatments should be conducted the year following initial treatments to 
prevent re-sprouting plant material from growing and producing seed. 

Mechanical Methods 
Spanish broom plants can be managed by mechanical and manual means, however, these methods are 
likely to only be useful and on small plants and seedlings.  Small seedlings in loose soil can be hand 
pulled, while large plants can be removed using shovels, picks, or weed wrenches.  Spanish broom plants 
readily re-sprout from the root crown and have also been observed to sprout from root fragment.  It is 
therefore important for any mechanical removal to remove all of the major root biomass in addition to 
the above ground plant material.  The difficulty of completely removing root material can be a drawback 
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to mechanical removals in the case of Spanish broom.  There is no optimum timing window to 
mechanically remove plants; however, it is best to schedule physical removal of large plants according to 
the biological considerations below. 

Biological Considerations 
 

Nesting Birds 
Physical removal of large Spanish broom plants should be conducted outside of the bird nesting season 
(March 15th – September 15th).  Foliar treatments and basal bark treatments which do not require 
physical cutting or removal of vegetation can be conducted during the nesting season if done with 
personnel that are trained to recognize and minimize disturbances to nesting birds.   

Water Protection 
Special effort should be made to prevent herbicide from entering flowing or standing water.  Spanish 
broom plants near water or within the regularly flowing channel or channel benches should be treated 
using aquatically appropriate herbicides.  Plants within infrequently flooded benches or upland areas 
can receive herbicide treatment with aquatic as well as non-aquatic herbicides. 

Native Plant Protection 
Field workers should be trained to identify Spanish broom plants and be able to differentiate Spanish 
broom from similar looking native plants that also grow in alluvial environments. Within the Mount 
Baldy Wilderness Preserve, two native species can easily be mistaken for Spanish broom. These two 
species are scalebroom (Lepidospartum squamatum) and Rabbitbrush (Ericameria nauseosa). 

 

Monitoring 
 

Regular monitoring and follow up is an integral part of invasive species management.  Once initial 
treatments and re-treatments have been conducted, regular monitoring of historic patches should 
occur. The goal of such monitoring is to detect new plants that have either germinated from the seed 
bank or newly introduced seed after, say, a major flood event.  Following monitoring, invasive plant re-
treatments should be coordinated. 

The optimal time to monitor is during the flowering period of Spanish broom when the plant’s yellow 
showy flowers are most evident. Spanish broom flowering time varies with geography and elevation.  
Within the Mount Baldy Wilderness Preserve, Spanish broom peak flowering time is likely to be from 
May through August.  Seedlings may not flower until the third year of growth and may be difficult to 
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detect for this reason. 3 Therefore regular monitoring should take place at least annually during the 
flowering period to inventory and map plants and plan for follow up treatments.   

The best means of recording geospatial information that will be gathered during monitoring efforts 
should utilize any number of GPS technologies or mobile applications that can record georeferenced 
points and polygons and associated attribute data. A good sample attribute schema for recording data 
may resemble the following: 

Name: Invasive Species Removal 2021 
Point: ISR 2021 Point/Polygon 

 
• Time {Date/Time} 
• Species {list of values} 

o Spartium junceum 
• Size (Sq. meters) {Number} 
• Cover_% {List of values} 

o <1 
o 1-5 
o 5-25 
o 25-50 
o 50-75 
o 75-95 
o 95-100 

• Action {List of values} 
o Treatment 
o Retreatment 
o Inventory 
o Monitoring 

• Status {List of values} 
o Gone 
o Eradicated 
o Not found 

• Number of Plants {Number} 
• Notes {Description} 

 

3 Nilsen, Erik Tallak. 2000. Spartium junceum L. In: Bossard, Carla C.; Randall, John M.; Hoshovsky, Marc 
C., eds. Invasive plants of California's wildlands. Berkeley, CA: University of California Press: 306-309. 
[53172] 
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Annual Calendar 
 

Month Phenology Other Notes Effectiveness 
of treatment Activity 

January    Physical removal, cut/stump treatment, 
basal bark treatment 

February      
March   

Nesting bird 
season  
 
(March 15-
September 
15) 

   
April Leaf out    

May 
Leaf out, 
Flower   Monitoring, foliar treatment 

June 
Leaf out, 
Flower  Monitoring, foliar treatment 

July 
Leaf out, 
Flower, Fruit  Monitoring, foliar treatment 

August 
Seed 
production 

Greatest 
effectiveness 

  

September 
Seed 
production 

Physical removal, cut/stump treatment, 
basal bark treatment 

October   Physical removal, cut/stump treatment, 
basal bark treatment 

November   Physical removal, cut/stump treatment, 
basal bark treatment 

December    Physical removal, cut/stump treatment, 
basal bark treatment 

 

 

 

Implementation 
 

Initial removal work and herbicide application work are best done in tandem with one another; i.e., non-
specialist crews (e.g., CCC, fire crews, con-crews) can cut and remove biomass while a specialist 
herbicide applicator (e.g., IERCD/other licensed individual) can follow to treat cut stumps.  The specialist 
herbicide applicator will also be responsible for providing feedback on quality of cuts to the removal 
teams. If a specialist is not present, removal work can still occur so long as 6” of stump is left for the 
herbicide applicator. The remaining stump should also be marked with paint or flagged to indicate its 
location for treatment at a later point in time.  The specialist can also identify and perform treatments in 
areas where crews are not able to work. 
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The specialist will also perform GPS mapping and data collection.  Mapping should use a standardized 
method to collect data in standardized format similar to that identified above. Mapping and data 
collection is best performed by the specialist as removal and treatment works takes place.  
 
Non specialist crews may also participate in mapping using iPads, and can learn about broom and 
invasive species control. 

See Appendix A for example briefing documents describing daily implementation protocols from San 
Bernardino County Fire Protection District (SBCFPD) and Birch Creek. 
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July 15, 2021 - Item 13 
 

RESOLUTION 2021-16 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE WATERSHED CONSERVATION AUTHORITY TO RATIFY 
APPLICATION TO AND ACCEPTANCE OF RMC WILDFIRE GRANT FUNDS FOR 
REMOVAL OF INVASIVE BROOM AT MOUNT BALDY WILDERNESS PRESERVE.  
 

WHEREAS, the Watershed Conservation Authority (WCA) has been established as a joint powers agency 
between the Rivers and Mountains Conservancy (RMC) and the Los Angeles County Flood Control District 
(District); and 
 
WHEREAS, the Watershed Conservation Authority (WCA) has further been established to focus on 
projects which will provide open space, habitat restoration, and watershed improvement projects in both 
the San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers watershed; and 
 
WHEREAS, this action will ratify application to and acceptance of RMC Wildfire Grant funds for Removal 
of Invasive Broom at Mount Baldy Wilderness Preserve; and 
 
WHEREAS, the State of California has authorized an expenditure of General Funds by the San Gabriel and 
Lower Los Angeles Rivers and Mountains Conservancy for the Wildfire Prevention Early Action Budget 
Plan in Chapter 14/21 of the Budget Act of 2020; and 
 
WHEREAS, The RMC has been delegated the responsibility for the administration of the grant program in 
its jurisdiction, setting up necessary procedures; and  
 
WHEREAS, said procedures established by the RMC require the Applicant’s Governing Body to certify by 
resolution the approval of the Application before submission of said Application to the State; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Applicant will enter into a contract with the State of California for the Project; and 
 
WHEREAS, the proposed action is exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act; 
NOW 
 
 
Therefore be it resolved that the WCA hereby: 
 

1. FINDS that this action is consistent with the purposes and objectives of the WCA. 

2. FINDS that the actions contemplated by this resolution are exempt from the environmental 
impact report requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  

3. FINDS that the Project is consistent with the goals of Wildfire Prevention Program including multi-
beneficial and multi-jurisdictional ecosystem and watershed protection projects in accordance 
with statewide priorities. 

4. FINDS that the Application has or will have sufficient funds to operate and maintain the Project 
that is being submitted for funding consideration. 
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Resolution 2021-16 

5. FINDS that the Applicant has reviewed and understands the General Requirements and General 
Policies of the RMC Grant Program Guidelines. 

6. ADOPTS the staff report dated July 15, 2021.  

7. RATIFIES application to the San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers and Mountains Conservancy 
Wildfire Prevention Grant Program. 

8. ACCEPTS RMC Wildfire Grant funds for Removal of Invasive Broom at Mount Baldy Wilderness 
Preserve. 

 

~ End of Resolution ~ 

 
// 
 
 

Motion: ____________________________ Second: ____________________________ 
 

Ayes: __________ Nays: ___________     Abstentions: ___________ 
 
 
 
Passed and Adopted by the Board of the 
WATERSHED CONSERVATION AUTHORITY 
On July 15, 2021 
 
 
 
 
  

____________________________ 
Herlinda Chico 
Governing Board Chair 
 

 
 
 
ATTEST: ____________________________ 
 
        BY: ____________________________ 
 Deputy Attorney General 
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