
DATE: January 19, 2017 
 
TO: Watershed Conservation Authority Governing Board 
 
FROM: Robert Romanek, Project Manager 
 
THROUGH: Mark Stanley, Executive Officer 
 
SUBJECT: Item 13: Consideration of a resolution to ratify a modification to Supplemental 

Project Agreement #2 (1502SGC_02) to the San Gabriel Canyon Improvements 
Project Master Agreement. 

 

 
RECOMMENDATION: That the Watershed Conservation Authority (WCA) ratify a modification to 
Supplemental Project Agreement #2 (1502SGC-02) to the San Gabriel Canyon Improvements Project (SGC 
Project) Master Agreement. 
 
DESCRIPTION: The San Gabriel River Confluence with Cattle Canyon Improvements Project (the “East Fork 
Project”) and the River Wilderness Park Entry Improvements Project are located within the SGC Project 
Area and are a part of the SGC Project Master Agreement. Related to these two projects, Supplemental 
Project Agreement #2 (1502SGC-02) identifies the division of cooperator responsibilities. At the request 
of ANF staff a second modification to this agreement was negotiated between August and September 
2016, and was fully executed on September 23, 3016. The modification increases the total cash value 
available to the WCA for the East Fork Project by $125,000, as well as increased WCA commitment to 
provide noncash contributions toward the development of the River Wilderness Park Entry Improvements 
Project in the amount of $25,000. The federal funding obligated to the WCA through this modification is 
designated for youth engagement, including environmental and conservation education.  
 
BACKGROUND: The Angeles National Forest (ANF) and WCA partnered under a master participating 
agreement, referenced as the SGC Project Master Agreement, to develop and implement a 
comprehensive master development plan for the San Gabriel Canyon Improvements Project (SGC Project) 
Area. A map of this project area is attached as Exhibit A. The SGC Project Area includes much of the San 
Gabriel Mountains National Monument (Monument) and encompasses some of the most heavily utilized 
recreational destinations within the San Gabriel Mountains. The SGC Project focuses on visitor access, 
amenities, and utilization of recreational opportunities within the region.  The SGC Project Master 
Agreement provides authorization from both parties to jointly work together to forward projects within 
the SGC Project Area. 
 
On July 23, 2015 the WCA Governing Board authorized the Chair, or designee, to negotiate and enter into 
supplemental project agreements under the SGC Project Master Agreement. In mid-August 2016, ANF 
notified WCA staff that $125,000 in funding was available to support youth engagement activities, 
including environmental and conservation education, within the East Fork Project Area. With the addition 
of $125,000 the total federal cash contribution contained within Supplemental Project Agreement #2 
(1502SGC-02) for the Cattle Canyon Project now totals $975,000.  
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Youth engagement activities involved in the East Fork Project include deployment of youth (aged 16 to 
24) to conduct on-site outreach along the East Fork San Gabriel River during high-use recreational period. 
This outreach is focused on trash abatement, and reducing in-stream modifications and riparian habitat 
damage. Environmental education components focused on the Leave No Trace principles and the 
interpretation of how recreational use can impact natural resources are both components of this 
programing. 
 
As mandatory match, the WCA will provide a $25,000 noncash contribution toward the development of 
the River Wilderness Park Entry Improvements. The contribution is funded as a portion of a $997,000 
Proposition A award fund from the Los Angeles County Park and Open Space District under the 2015 
Countywide Competitive Grant Program. This Proposition A funding will support development of an 
adventure play area and a park pavilion as components of the RWP Entry Improvements Project. The 
modification to SPA 1502SGC-02 is attached as Exhibit B. appointment  
 
FISCAL INFORMATION:  The performance period of this SPA runs through July 1, 2020. The WCA obligation 
to contribute a noncash obligations of $25,000 is anticipated to be expended within Fiscal Year 2017/2018.  
 
Through subsequent coordination the ANF and WCA will further detail the $125,000 cash contribution 
expenditure to the WCA. Expenditure anticipated beyond June 30, 2017 will be carried over to the year’s 
budget.  
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Exhibit A 

Territory Map: San Gabriel Canyon 

Improvements Project  
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January 19, 2017 - Item 13 
 

RESOLUTION 2017-03 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE WATERSHED CONSERVATION AUTHORITY TO RATIFY A 
MODIFICATION TO SUPPLEMENTAL PROJECT AGREEMENT #2 (1502SGC_02) TO 
THE SAN GABRIEL CANYON IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT MASTER AGREEMENT.  

 
 
WHEREAS, the Watershed Conservation Authority (WCA) has been established as a joint powers agency 
between the Rivers and Mountains Conservancy and the Los Angeles County Flood Control District; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Watershed Conservation Authority (WCA) has further been established to focus on 
projects which will provide open space, habitat restoration, and watershed improvement projects in both 
the San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers watershed; and 
 
WHEREAS, this action ratifies a modification to Supplemental Project Agreement #2 (1502SGC_02) of the 
San Gabriel Canyon Improvements Project Master Agreement; and  
 
WHEREAS, the proposed action is not a “project” under Section 15378(b)(5) of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines because it pertains to administrative activities that will not 
result in direct or indirect physical changes to the environment; NOW 
 
Therefore be it resolved that the WCA hereby: 
 

1. FINDS that this action is consistent with the purposes and objectives of the WCA. 

2. FINDS that the actions contemplated by this resolution are exempt from the requirements of 
CEQA.  

3. ADOPTS the staff report dated January 19, 2017.  

4. RATIFIES modification #2 to Supplemental Project Agreement #2 (1502SGC-02) of the San 
Gabriel Canyon Improvements Project Master Agreement for the San Gabriel Confluence with 
Cattle Canyon Improvements Project and the River Wilderness Park Entry Improvements 
Project. 
 

~ End of Resolution ~ 

 

// 
 

 
Motion: _______________________ Second: _______________________ 

 
Ayes: ________  Nays: ____________   Abstentions: _____________ 
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Resolution 2017-03 

Passed and Adopted by the Board of the 
WATERSHED CONSERVATION AUTHORITY 
On January 19, 2017 
 
 
 

 _________________________________ 
 Governing Board Chair 

 
ATTEST: ______________________ 
 David Edsall 
 Deputy Attorney General 
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