
DATE: March 16, 2017 

TO: Watershed Conservation Authority Governing Board 

FROM: Debbie Enos, Deputy Executive Officer 

THROUGH: Mark Stanley, Executive Officer 

SUBJECT: Item 13: Consideration of a resolution ratifying an interagency agreement 
extension with Los Angeles County Department of Agriculture to conduct weed 
abatement at the Duck Farm.  

RECOMMENDATION: The Watershed Conservation Authority (WCA) Governing Board ratify an 

interagency agreement extension with Los Angeles County Department of Agriculture to provide weed 

abatement services for the Duck Farm.   

BACKGROUND: The Duck Farm property requires periodic and ongoing weed abatement control to 

eradicate decade’s long weed seed bank in the soil from years as a disturbed landscape during and post 

operation as a commercial duck farm. Between 2012 and 2014 the site saw an inundation of the invasive 

weed Russian thistle (Tumbleweed).  Typical control methods to eradicate this invasive were not effective. 

During the Fall of 2014, staff engaged the advice of a rangeland and restoration specialist, Chris McDonald 

PhD, Natural Resources Advisor with University of California Cooperative Extension on methods to better 

control the invasive weeds and deplete the soil weed seed bank.  Several discussions and a site visit was 

conducted. It was recommended that a different control approach and vendor be considered. Staff 

reviewed the suggestions and the site with Los Angeles County Department of Agriculture.  A weed 

management plan was developed and reviewed with Mr. McDonald who indicated the planned 

modification to the current management regime would provide significant improvement in results within 

two or so years. 

To implement the modified plan, an interagency agreement with LA County Department of Agriculture 

began in December 2014. Since this time, the site has seen a noticeable decline in the growth of invasive 

plants and in particular tumbleweeds on the site.  This amendment to extend the interagency contract 

will continue the weed management program for another year. Having an effective weed abatement and 

invasive management program is critical to exhausting the weed population to a manageable level, as well 

as, prepare the site for native plants planned to be installed as part of the Park Construction project. 

Ratification extends the interagency agreement (Exhibit A) for services with Los Angeles County 

Department up to the Fiscal Year 2016-2017 budget of $12,000 for the Duck Farm property. Expenditures 

will continue to be on-call and as needed. It should be noted, there is no guaranteed minimum contract 

value by virtue of executing this contract extension. Actual payments will be managed through specific 

proposals, scopes of work and quotes based on approved fee schedules.  Payments will only be made for 

work satisfactory provided and approved by the WCA Executive Officer or designee. WCA will also 
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continue to utilize the services of at risk youth corps and camp crews, as needed, to supplement the work 

performed under this contract.  

 

FISCAL INFORMATION: This interagency agreement extension is funded up to an amount not to exceed 

the approved annual fiscal year budget for $12,000 property weed abatement services categories for the 

Duck Farm.  
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March 16, 2017 – Item 13 
 
 

RESOLUTION 2017-12 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE WATERSHED CONSERVATION AUTHORITY TO 
RATIFY A CONTRACT EXTENSION WITH LOS ANGELES COUNTY 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE TO CONDUCT WEED ABATEMENT AT 
THE DUCK FARM. 

 
WHEREAS, the Watershed Conservation Authority (WCA) has been established to facilitate joint projects 
between the Rivers and Mountains Conservancy and Los Angeles County Flood Control District; and 
 
WHEREAS, The Watershed Conservation Authority has been established to focus on projects which will 
provide open space, habitat restoration, and watershed improvement projects in both the San Gabriel 
and Lower Los Angeles Rivers watershed; and 
 
WHEREAS, this action ratifies a contract extension with Los Angeles County Department of Agriculture 
to conduct weed abatement at the Duck Farm; and  
 
WHEREAS, this action is exempt from the environmental impact report requirements of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 
 
Therefore be it resolved that the WCA hereby: 
 

1. FINDS that this action is consistent with the purposes and objectives of the WCA. 

2. FINDS that the actions contemplated by this resolution are exempt from the environmental 
impact report requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act. 

3. ADOPTS the staff report dated March 16, 2017. 

4. RATIFIES a contract extension with Los Angeles County Department of Agriculture to conduct 
weed abatement at the Duck Farm for a value not to exceed approved annual fiscal year budget 
for property maintenance and weed abatement services categories by property.  

~ End of Resolution ~ 

 
        // 

 
 

Motion: _______________________ Second: _______________________ 
 

Ayes: _________ Nays: ____________ Abstentions: _____________ 
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Resolution 2017-12 
 

Passed and Adopted by the Board of the 
WATERSHED CONSERVATION AUTHORITY 
On March 16, 2017 
 
 
 

 _________________________________ 
 M. Janet Chin, Chair 

 
ATTEST: ______________________ 
 David Edsall   
 Deputy Attorney General 
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