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SECTION 1.0 
INTRODUCTION 

1.1 FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT ORGANIZATION 
 
The Draft Program Environmental Impact Report (PEIR) for the Emerald Necklace 
Implementation Plan – Phase I (Proposed Project) was circulated for public and agency 
review and comment from October 19, 2016 to December 2, 2016. According to the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guideline Section 15132, a Final EIR must 
be prepared and must include a list of persons, agencies, and organizations commenting 
on the Draft EIR; copies of the comments received during public review of the Draft 
EIR; and the Lead Agency’s response to those comments. 
 
As required by Section 15132 of the CEQA Guidelines, this Final PEIR responds to 
comments regarding significant environmental issues and concerns raised in the public 
and agency review process. This document provides responses to comments on 
significant environmental issues, describes the disposition of the issues, and explains the 
Draft PEIR analysis by either supporting Draft PEIR conclusions or providing clarifying 
information, as appropriate. 
 
This Final PEIR is organized as follows: 

♦ Section 1 provides a discussion of the purpose of the Final PEIR and discusses the 
structure of this document; 

♦ Section 2 lists the agencies, organizations, and individuals that commented on the 
contents of the Draft PEIR; 

♦ Section 3 includes the comments received on the Draft PEIR and the responses to 
those comments; 

♦ Section 4 provides revisions to the Draft PEIR (Errata); and 

♦ Section 5 provides the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP) 
prepared consistent with CEQA requirements. 

 
This Final PEIR incorporates by reference the Draft PEIR and technical appendices.  
These documents, and other information contained in the environmental record, 
constitute the Final PEIR for the Proposed Project. 

1.2 SUMMARY OF DRAFT PROGRAM ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
REPORT COMMENT PERIOD 

 

The Draft PEIR and Notice of Availability (NOA) were distributed for review and 
comment to a mailing list of 64 recipients including cities, stakeholders, local agencies, 
the State Clearinghouse, and other interested parties for a 45-day public and agency 
review period from October 19, 2016 to December 2, 2016. The NOA was also filed at 
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the Los Angeles County Clerk, and posted online at: 
www.wca.ca.gov/emerald_necklace_greening_and_trails. The Draft PEIR and NOA were 
also available for review at the Watershed Conservation Authority (WCA) office, El Monte 
Library, and on the WCA website listed above. The NOA was also published in the 
following newspapers: 
 

♦ San Gabriel Valley Tribune, legal notice, October 19, 2016 
 
One public meeting was held during the public comment period. The public meeting 
took place on October 26, 2016 at the Bassett Park Community Room, which was 
attended by approximately 25 people.  A presentation was held to provide an 
opportunity for the public to learn more about the Proposed Project as a result of 
scoping comments, the results of the analysis in the Draft PEIR, and their opportunities 
to comment on the analysis in the Draft PEIR.  
 

http://www.wca.ca.gov/emerald_necklace_greening_and_trails
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SECTION 2.0 
LIST OF COMMENTORS 
 
A list of public agencies, organizations, and individuals that provided comments on the 
Draft PEIR is presented below in Table 2-1. Each comment letter has been assigned a 
numerical designation. Each comment within each letter has been assigned an additional 
numerical designation so that each comment can be cross-referenced with an individual 
response. These letters, and the responses to comments, are in Section 3 of this Final 
PEIR.   
 

Table 2-1 
List of Comment Letters 

LETTER 
NUMBER SENDER DATE 

RECEIVED 
Letter 1 David Diaz 10/26/2016 
Letter 2 Amy Wong 10/26/2016 
Letter 3 Jackson Lam 10/26/2016 
Letter 4 Andrew Yip 10/26/2016 
Letter 5 Gabrielino-San Gabriel Band of Mission Indians 11/7/2016 
Letter 6 San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments  11/23/2016 
Letter 7 County of Los Angeles Fire Department 11/23/2016 
Letter 8 Native American Heritage Commission 11/23/2016 
Letter 9 California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) 12/2/2016 
Letter 10 California Department of Fish and Wildlife 12/2/2016 
Letter 11 Sierra Club 12/2/2016 
Letter 12 Save Our Community 12/2/2016 

Letter 13 Governor’s Office of Planning and Research  
State Clearinghouse and Planning Unit 12/8/2016 
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SECTION 3.0 
RESPONSES TO COMMENTS 
 
This section includes the letters received during the public and agency review period on the 
Draft PEIR, followed by responses to the comments in the letters. Revisions to the Draft PEIR 
are included in Section 4 of this Final PEIR. The responses are organized as listed in Table 2-1. 
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Responses to Letter 1 – David Diaz 
 

Response to Comment 1-1: 
 
Comment requests the use of reflective paint for striping of the Rio Hondo and San Gabriel 
River trails, placement of emergency call boxes, tri-lingual wayfinding signage, and connections 
from local parks. The comment has been noted. As discussed in Section 2.0 Project Description 
of the Draft PEIR, the proposed trails would be designed and constructed per the County of Los 
Angeles Trails Manual. The proposed Class 1 Bikeways (bike paths) would be designed and 
constructed per Appendix F (Design Guidelines) of the County of Los Angeles Bicycle Master 
Plan. Safety and regulatory signage, as well as other appropriate trail signage, would be 
included as part of the Proposed Project to the specifications of the County of Los Angeles Trails 
Manual and the County of Los Angeles Bicycle Master Plan. Emerald Necklace wayfinding and 
signage would follow the County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works Emerald Necklace 
Signage Guidelines. 
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Responses to Letter 2 – Amy Wong 
 

Response to Comment 2-1: 
 
This comment expresses support for the Proposed Project and states the need to have lighting 
for safety and to prevent dangerous activities along the trails. The comment also requests that 
the Proposed Project be mindful of the homeless population that lives along the rivers. 
Comment has been noted. As discussed in Section 2.0 Project Description of the Draft PEIR, the 
proposed trails would be designed and constructed per the County of Los Angeles Trails 
Manual. Proposed Class 1 Bikeways (bike paths) would be designed and constructed per 
Appendix F (Design Guidelines) of the County of Los Angeles Bicycle Master Plan. Specific 
lighting needs would be determined during the detailed design phase of each project. 
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Responses to Letter 3 – Jackson Lam 
 

Response to Comment 3-1: 
 
This comment expresses support for the Proposed Project and states that priority should be 
given to the San Jose Creek bridge and closing the Quarry Clasp. The comment also states that 
the Emerald Necklace needs more signage and better lighting along the river. Comment has 
been noted. As discussed in Section 2.0 Project Description of the Draft PEIR, the proposed 
trails would be designed and constructed per the County of Los Angeles Trails Manual. 
Proposed Class 1 Bikeways (bike paths) would be designed and constructed per Appendix F 
(Design Guidelines) of the County of Los Angeles Bicycle Master Plan. Safety and regulatory 
signage, as well as other appropriate trail signage, would be included as part of the Proposed 
Project to the specifications of the County of Los Angeles Trails Manual and the County of Los 
Angeles Bicycle Master Plan. Specific lighting needs would be determined during the detailed 
design phase of each project. 
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Responses to Letter 4 – Andrew Yip 
 

Response to Comment 4-1: 
 
This comment expresses support for the Proposed Project and states that priority should be 
given to the San Jose Creek bridge and requests that the Proposed Project consider lighting in 
light use areas. The comment also states that the Quarry Clasp should be closed. Comment has 
been noted. As discussed in Section 2.0 Project Description of the Draft PEIR, the proposed 
trails would be designed and constructed per the County of Los Angeles Trails Manual. 
Proposed Class 1 Bikeways (bike paths) would be designed and constructed per Appendix F 
(Design Guidelines) of the County of Los Angeles Bicycle Master Plan. Safety and regulatory 
signage, as well as other appropriate trail signage, would be included as part of the Proposed 
Project to the specifications of the County of Los Angeles Trails Manual and the County of Los 
Angeles Bicycle Master Plan. Specific lighting needs would be determined during the detailed 
design phase of each project. 
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Responses to Letter 5 – Gabrielino-San Gabriel Band of Mission Indians 
 

Response to Comment 5-1: 
 
The comment expresses concern about the impact that the construction of the Proposed Project 
would have on cultural resources in the project area. As discussed in Section 3.5.4 of the Draft 
PEIR, the analyses determined that there would be potential impacts to unknown cultural 
resources in areas that are currently unpaved and/or do not contain ornamental vegetation 
from construction of the Proposed Project. Therefore, Mitigation Measures CR-1 (cultural 
resources survey) and CR-2 (archaeological and Native American monitoring) would be 
implemented for applicable projects to reduce impacts to a less than significant level. 
 
The comment also states that the project proponent should contact the California 
Archaeological Information Center at California State University, Fullerton (CSU Fullerton) to 
review the historical survey of known native people’s hamlets, Rancherias, and settlements in 
the region and to include a map in the Final EIR. As stated on page 3.5-5 of the Draft PEIR, a 
cultural resources records search was conducted on April 16, 2013 at the South Central Coastal 
Information Center (SCCIC) located at CSU Fullerton. An updated records search was also 
conducted on July 12, 2016. A map of the search results cannot be included in the Final PEIR 
because the records are confidential. 
 
Response to Comment 5-2: 
 
This comment restates the concern that the Proposed Project could result in impacts to buried 
Native American artifacts. The comments states that artifacts should be protected (left in place) 
and that interpretive didactic signage in Spanish, the native language, and English be added. As 
discussed in the response to Comment 5-1 above, Mitigation Measures CR-1 and CR-2 would be 
implemented for applicable projects to reduce impacts to unknown buried cultural resources to 
a less than significant level.  
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Responses to Letter 6 – San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments 
 

Response to Comment 6-1: 
 
This comment expresses support for the Proposed Project. This comment is noted. 
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Responses to Letter 7 – County of Los Angeles Fire Department 
 

Response to Comment 7-1: 
 
This comment lists the County of Los Angeles Fire Department’s fire, life safety, and access 
requirements. During design of each project fire, life safety, and access requirements will be 
adhered to. The County of Los Angeles Fire Department has review and approval authority over 
project plans ensuring all requirements are met. 
 
Response to Comment 7-2: 
 
This comment states that the Fire Department Forestry Division also has statutory 
responsibilities regarding erosion control, watershed management, rare and endangered 
species, vegetation, fuel modification, archaeological and cultural resources, and the County 
Oak Tree Ordinance. Impacts to these resources are included in the Draft PEIR in Sections 3.4 
Biological Resources, 3.5 Cultural and Paleontological Resources, 3.8 Hazards and Hazardous 
Materials, and 3.9 Hydrology and Water Quality. 
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Responses to Letter 8 – Native American Heritage Commission 
 

Response to Comment 8-1: 
 
Comment states that there is no documentation of contact or consultation by the lead agency 
as required under SB-18 and/or AB-52 with Native American tribes traditionally and culturally 
affiliated to the project area. 
 
SB-18 requires cities and counties to contact and consult with California Native American tribes 
prior to amending or adopting any general plan or specific plan, or designating land as open 
space. The Proposed Project is not a general plan or specific plan nor would it amend a general 
plan. The Proposed Project would also not designate land as open space. Therefore, SB-18 does 
not apply to the Proposed Project. 
 
AB-52 applies to any project for which a Notice of Preparation (NOP) or a notice of negative 
declaration or mitigated negative declaration is filed on or after July 1, 2015. As detailed in 
Section 1.3 of the Draft PEIR, the NOP for the Proposed Project was filed on March 20, 2013. 
Therefore, AB-52 does not apply to the Proposed Project. 
 
Response to Comment 8-2: 
 
Comment states Mitigation Measure CR-1 only gives the authority to stop work to the 
archaeological monitor and that the onsite Tribal Monitor should also be able to stop work. The 
comment incorrectly refers to CR-1 instead of CR-2. Mitigation Measure CR-2 will be updated to 
also give the Tribal Monitor the authority to stop work. Please refer to the corresponding 
addition to Mitigation Measure CR-2 of the Draft PEIR that has been made as part of Section 4, 
Errata, of this Final PEIR to further address these issues. 
 
Response to Comment 8-3: 
 
This comment states that there is problematic language in Mitigation Measure CR-2 regarding 
data recovery of archaeological resources which may not be appropriate for Tribal Cultural 
Resources. The archaeologist will work in conjunction with the Tribal Cultural Monitor to 
determine if data recovery of Tribal Cultural Resources is appropriate. The mitigation measure 
will be updated to reflect this. The comment also states that Mitigation Measure CR-2 delegates 
the authority for data recovery to the archaeologist. Mitigation CR-2 will be updated to also 
delegate the authority for data recovery to the Tribal Cultural Monitor. Please refer to the 
corresponding addition to Mitigation Measure CR-2 of the Draft PEIR that has been made as 
part of Section 4, Errata, of this Final PEIR to further address this issue. 
 
Response to Comment 8-4: 
 
Comment states that in order to determine whether a project will cause a significant adverse 
change in the significance of a historical resource a lead agency needs to determine whether 
there are historical resources within the area of project effect (APE). Because this is a 
programmatic EIR, only sensitive areas where significant cultural resources (historical resources 
as defined by CEQA) might be encountered have been identified. Historical resources, if 
present, will be identified in the project-specific environmental documents that will be prepared 
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prior to initiating specific projects. APE stands for Area of Potential Effects and is a term used in 
Section 106 (federal) projects. The CEQA term is project study area. Project study areas will be 
defined during the final design of each project. 
 
Response to Comment 8-5: 
 
Comment states the need to comply with AB-52, SB-18, and Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act if the project is subject to NEPA. As discussed in the response to comment 8-1, 
AB-52 and SB-18 do not apply to the Proposed Project. The Proposed Project is also not subject 
to NEPA because no federal permits or funding are needed for the Proposed Project; therefore, 
Section 106 does not apply. 
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Responses to Letter 9 – Caltrans 
 

Response to Comment 9-1: 
 
Comment states that the Exhibit 2 of Appendix G – Traffic Study incorrectly lists the speed limit 
of Rosemead Boulevard. The correct speed limit should be 50 miles per hour (mph) in both 
directions. Appendix G – Traffic Study will be updated. 
 
Response to Comment 9-2: 
 
Comment states that the Lead Agency should consult the National Association of Transportation 
Officials’ (NACTO) Urban Bikeway Design Guide or the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
Separated Bike Lane Planning and Design Guide to assist in the design process. The comment 
has been noted.  
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Responses to Letter 10 – California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
 

Response to Comment 10-1: 
 
The comment expresses concern about the increased access to the Emerald Necklace area due 
to the trail construction and the subsequent impact that the construction of the Proposed 
Project would have on biological resources in the project area. The comment quotes the 
Executive Summary of Draft PEIR that the Project would open up the area to hundreds of 
thousands of people. As discussed in Section 3.10.7 of the Draft PEIR, the analyses determined 
that the current uses within the area would continue and would not increase in intensity to the 
point where a significant impact would be created. Mitigation Measures for biological resources 
(B-1 through B-8) would be implemented for applicable projects to reduce project-related 
impacts to a less than significant level. Also, although the Executive Summary cites the area as 
potentially being accessible to hundreds of thousands of people this number represents the 
number of people within communities with near access to the area. The actual number of 
people using the trail system at any given time is expected to be only a small fraction of the 
total number of people who could access it. 
 
The comment further identifies a direct and cumulative loss of hydrologic function and 
vegetation within and near the project area. According to the analysis in the Draft PEIR, Section 
3.9.4, earth-moving activities associated with construction were identified as the greatest risk 
for adverse impacts to local hydrology and water quality. These impacts are addressed by the 
requirement for individual storm water plans and best management practices (BMPs) for each 
project. The Draft PEIR further states that the Proposed Project would not significantly alter 
drainage patterns in the area. However, cumulative impacts due to the Proposed Project and 
other planned projects in the area would be reduced to a level below significance through 
implementation of regional drainage plans, proper landscaping design and maintenance 
methods, adherence to waste disposal requirements, and implementation of NPDES BMPs. 
Where an individual project would directly impact a water channel, and thus potentially directly 
impact channel hydrology, the project must first obtain regulatory permits for that impact 
(Mitigation Measure B-7). Vegetation losses expected within the project area are associated 
with direct impacts due to trail construction. Most of the vegetation to be impacted is 
considered non-native habitat, and has been analyzed as not representing a significant impact. 
Where native vegetation communities are present, and are either directly or indirectly impacted, 
Mitigation Measures B-1 to B-8 would mitigate potentially adverse effects. 
 
The comment also cites observations of increasing habitat degradation within the area under 
current enforcement levels. According to the Draft PEIR, Section 3.12 (subsections 3.12.1.5 and 
3.12.4), a concerted patrol effort for the Emerald Necklace came about in early 2015 during the 
initiation of the Emerald Necklace Task Force. The patrol effort was led by Lieutenant Geoffrey 
Deedrick (Lieutenant of the Homeless Services Team) with the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s 
Department. The patrol team utilized deputies from the Homeless Services Team and from 
surrounding municipalities on their patrol effort. Since then, the Emerald Necklace Task Force 
has been reinstituted as the San Gabriel and Rio Hondo Riverways Task Force. Currently this 
task force is in charge of and maintains a presence along the Emerald Necklace through 
outreach efforts with homeless services and the cleaning up of abandoned homeless 
encampments located in the riverbed. The San Gabriel River and Rio Hondo Riverways Task 
Force would continue to provide patrol services to the Emerald Necklace as needed. 
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Response to Comment 10-2: 
 
This comment states that Mitigation Measure B-1 may be overly narrow in its scope and may 
miss additional plant species that could occur within the project impact area that are not 
formally listed but that could qualify for protection under CEQA. The concern is that direct and 
indirect impacts may occur to additional plant species other than those identified in the 
mitigation measure. As part of the Draft PEIR, biologists conducted a habitat assessment of the 
project area for a total of 58 plant species that were identified from public databases as having 
potential to occur based on range. Many of the species identified could be ruled out based on 
lack of habitat, especially where such habitat was obviously absent (for instance, limestone 
outcrops). The vegetation within the project areas is dominated by disturbed habitats that have 
been disturbed for a long period of time. Impacts to rare plant species within most of the 
project area, therefore, are not anticipated. The native plant communities that are present 
occur primarily within stream channels (riparian habitats) and patches near the Quarry Clasp 
area (coastal sage scrub). These native plant communities contain the highest potential to 
support rare plant species and they are the focus of Mitigation Measure B-1 for the rare plants.  
 
We concur that there is low potential for additional plant species present that are not formally 
listed but are listed as California Species of Special Concern or as CNPS list species. However, 
we also believe that Mitigation Measure B-1 would require biologists surveying during the 
blooming period for most of these rare plant species. If another plant species were present, the 
biologists would observe the species and record it. However, because of the potential need for 
mitigation for these additional species not included within the mitigation measure, the text of 
Mitigation Measure B-1 was updated. Please refer to the corresponding addition to Mitigation 
Measure B-1 of the Draft PEIR made as part of Section 4, Errata, of this Final PEIR. 
 
 
Response to Comment 10-3: 
 
This comment identifies three additional animal species that are sensitive at the state level, but 
are not afforded specific mitigation measures within the Draft PEIR. These species include the 
western pond turtle (Emys marmorata), western spadefoot toad (Spea hammondi), and two-
striped garter snake (Thamnophis hammondi). The analysis within the Biological Resources 
Technical Report (Appendix C) of the Draft PEIR concluded that the potential for these species 
to occur within the project area was low because only fair habitat occurred. The three species 
also have not been recorded within the project area previously.  
 
However, we concur that because there is low potential for these additional animal species to 
be present a mitigation measure should be added to cover them for projects that directly 
impact their potential habitats, specifically where bridges are proposed in Projects 9 and 10 or 
within upland areas immediately adjacent to riparian areas (Project 12). Because of the 
potential need for mitigation for these additional species, three new mitigation measures (B-9, 
B-10, and B-11) have been added to the Draft PEIR. Please refer to the corresponding changes 
and additions to the Draft PEIR that have been made as part of Section 4, Errata, of this Final 
PEIR.  
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Response to Comment 10-4: 
 
This comment states that Mitigation Measure B-6 should be expanded to include pre-
construction surveys for burrowing owls within the project area during the owl wintering 
season. According to the results of biological surveys of the project area, no burrowing owls or 
potential burrowing owl burrows were observed within the project area. Most of the project 
areas are heavily compacted, cement paths, dirt roads, or gravel surfaces that are not suitable 
for burrowing. The primary concern for burrowing owl impacts analyzed within the Draft PEIR 
came from indirect impacts to owls adjacent to the project areas, in areas that contain more 
suitable burrowing habitat. Although we concur burrowing owls have moderate potential to be 
present during the wintering season, they are not considered to be as vulnerable to 
construction-related impacts during that time of year due to not having eggs or young. 
Although indirect impacts to burrows may occur, direct impacts to burrowing owls are not 
anticipated to occur. Owls within burrows adjacent to the project area are expected to 
temporarily relocate during nearby construction activities if they are disturbed. This type of non-
breeding season temporary relocation would not constitute a significant impact. 
 
Response to Comment 10-5: 
 
This comment states that burrowing mammal species, and other fossorial species, may be 
present within project areas and could be subject to impacts during grading activities. The 
comment recommends biological monitoring to identify such burrows and relocate species of 
low mobility during construction activities. Further it is stated that grading activities may isolate 
animals that are attempting to escape from construction areas where they may be injured or 
killed by equipment.  
 
Grading is not required for many aspects of the Proposed Project, where existing cement or 
gravel paths occur and impacts are minimal. For other areas, standard grading practices would 
be used for the development of each project. Most projects entail linear disturbance areas that 
would be graded systematically, parallel to trail alignments and should automatically flush 
fossorial animals. For the proposed Quarry Clasp Park, the only non-linear feature, standard 
grading practices would entail a similar systematic grading that would allow animal species to 
escape. Additionally, most project areas also contain adjacent disturbed habitats or native 
habitats similar to what is being impacted and that would provide animals with an area to 
escape to safely. It is acknowledged, however, that some slow-moving or fossorial species may 
be lost during the initial project grading activities. The analysis within the Draft PEIR considered 
these impacts in light of the CEQA standards for significance and identified significant impacts, 
and mitigation, where such impacts were considered to occur. 
 
Response to Comment 10-6: 
 
This comment states that open fence posts should be capped to prevent bird access. We concur 
that some bird species, such as the ash-throated flycatcher (Myiarchus cinerascens), are 
especially attracted to open fence posts and vulnerable to perishing if they are present. No 
fencing of this nature is currently planned as part of the Proposed Project. 
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Response to Comment 10-7: 
 
This comment is a reminder that California Natural Diversity Data Base (CNDDB) forms must be 
submitted for special status species and natural communities detected during project surveys. 
We acknowledge this comment and are aware of the standard practice, and will provide forms 
when needed for these species and habitats.  
 
Response to Comment 10-8: 
 
This comment is a reminder that filing fees are necessary for the Project, as proposed. We 
acknowledge the need for payment of these fees and the project proponent will provide them 
as required under state law.  
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Responses to Letter 11 – Sierra Club 
 

Response to Comment 11-1: 
 
This comment expresses support for the Proposed Project. This comment is noted. 
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Responses to Letter 12 – Save Our Community 
 

Response to Comment 12-1: 
 
Comment states that there is a need for a surface street across Interstate 605 (I-605) and the 
San Gabriel River. The comment is noted. The Proposed Project would include two bridges over 
the San Gabriel River (Projects 9 and 10). 
 
Response to Comment 12-2: 
 
Comment states that the Proposed Project should support the Gold Line extension that is 
currently in the planning stages and to incorporate multi-use trails with future Gold Line 
stations. The comment is noted. As each specific project is designed, connections to transit 
facilities would be evaluated and integrated as appropriate and feasible. 
 
Response to Comment 12-3: 
 
Comment is regarding Project 6, Class IV Bikeway from El Bosque del Rio Hondo to Lincoln 
Avenue on San Gabriel Boulevard. The comment states that if the County objects to narrowing 
the lanes the path could run down to stream level and cross under the bridge. The comment 
also states that given the congestion on the eastbound San Gabriel Boulevard elimination of a 
traffic lane is unacceptable. Project 6 does not propose to eliminate a traffic lane. In order to 
add the Class IV Bikeway the center median would be shifted and the width of traffic lanes 
would be reduced, as detailed on Figure 6.3 on page 2-37 of the Draft PEIR. The potential lane 
elimination being referenced by the comment is not part of the Proposed Project. It is under 
consideration by the Los Angeles County Department of Public Works’ San Gabriel Bikeway 
Improvement Project. 
 
Response to Comment 12-4: 
 
Commenter is unclear as to the location of Figure 6. Figure 6 is located on the north side of San 
Gabriel Boulevard where the existing Rio Hondo Bicycle Path meets the San Gabriel Boulevard 
just west of Rosemead Boulevard. 
 
Comment also states that there needs to be three traffic lanes on the eastbound San Gabriel 
Boulevard from Lincoln Avenue to Durfee Avenue (one right turn only at Rosemead Boulevard 
and two through lanes to Durfee Avenue). The comment states that the project may need to 
eliminate bike lanes on the south side of San Gabriel Boulevard from Lincoln Avenue to 
Rosemead Boulevard. The commenter is referring to Project 6. Project 6 is not proposing any 
bike lanes on the south side of San Gabriel Boulevard. As detailed in the Draft PEIR on pages 2-
35 to 2-37, Project 6 would extend the existing Class I bicycle path on the north side of San 
Gabriel Boulevard from the end of the northern section of the Rio Hondo Bicycle Path to Lincoln 
Avenue. 
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Response to Comment 12-5: 
 
Comment asks which side of San Gabriel Boulevard requires a retaining wall. A retaining wall 
would be required on the north side of San Gabriel Boulevard near the intersection with Lincoln 
Avenue. 
 
Response to Comment 12-6: 
 
Comment states that Project 7 is on United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) property 
and raised concerns about a signal on Rosemead Boulevard. Comment is noted. 
 
Response to Comment 12-7: 
 
Comment states that Project 8 needs to be coordinated with the Gold Line. Comment is noted. 
The comment also states that there is no need for both a Peck Road Bridge Project and a new 
bridge. Project 8 does not include a new bridge. Project 8 would create a hardened pedestrian 
trail that connects to an ADA accessible ramp on the northeast side of the Peck Road Bridge. 
The Peck Road Bridge Project is not part of the Proposed Project. 
 
Response to Comment 12-8: 
 
Comment states that the bridge over San Jose Creek must be designed for four lanes of vehicle 
traffic even if it is only built for multi-use. Comment is noted. 
 
Response to Comment 12-9: 
 
Comment states that that all invasive arundo and palms need to be removed from the Alhambra 
Wash. Comment is noted. Project 12 (Westside Multi-Use Trail) would include non-native plant 
eradication as stated in the Draft PEIR on pages 2-53 and 2-55. 
 
Response to Comment 12-10: 
 
The commenter is unclear where Project 12 terminates. Project 12 terminates at the south side 
of SR-60. There will be no parking on the McAfee property and no access from Landis View 
Lane/Muscatel Avenue. 
 
Response to Comment 12-11: 
 
Comment states that a trail on the east side of the Rio Hondo could connect with the existing 
trail from the Legg Lake model airplane area south to the Bosque. Comment is noted. The 
commenter also states that it is unclear how trail patrons would get across the Rio Hondo south 
of SR-60. The Proposed Project is not proposing any connections from the Westside Multi-Use 
Trail to the existing Rio Hondo Bike Path located on the eastside of the Rio Hondo. 
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Responses to Letter 13 – Governor’s Office of Planning and Research  
State Clearinghouse and Planning Unit 

 
Response to Comment 13-1: 
 
This comment acknowledges that the State requirement for review of environmental documents 
has been satisfied. No response is necessary. 
 
Response to Comment 13-2: 
 
Please refer to the response to Letter 9 of this Final PEIR. 
 
Response to Comment 13-3: 
 
Please refer to the response to Letter 10 of this Final PEIR. 
 
Response to Comment 13-4: 
 
Please refer to the response to Letter 8 of this Final PEIR. 
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SECTION 4.0  
REVISIONS TO THE DRAFT PEIR 

4.1 INTRODUCTION 
 
Evaluation of the comments submitted on the Draft PEIR impact analysis determined 
that the comments received did not require additional evaluation or changes to the 
conclusions reached, or alternatives to the Proposed Project. Changes or clarifications to 
the Draft PEIR were made in response to some of the comments to the Draft PEIR.  
 
These changes and clarifications are provided in this section of the Final PEIR as errata 
to the text in the Draft PEIR. Changes in text are identified by strikeout where text is 
removed and by underline where text is added. None of the changes contain significant 
new information that deprives the public of a meaningful opportunity to comment upon 
a substantial adverse environmental effect of the Proposed Project or a feasible way to 
mitigate or avoid such an effect. All of the information added to the Final PEIR merely 
clarifies, amplifies, or makes insignificant modifications in the Draft PEIR. Therefore, 
recirculation of the Draft PEIR is not required (see CEQA Guidelines Section 15088.5).  

4.2 DRAFT PEIR ERRATA 
 

1. The third sentence of the first paragraph on Page 2-22 of the Draft PEIR has 
been revised as follows: 
 

The northern and eastern park boundaries would feature both a 10-foot wide multi-use 
trail and a 12-foot wide, asphalted and striped Class I bicycle trail (Figure 1.3). The 
multi-use trail would be designed and constructed per the County of Los Angeles Trails 
Manual. The Class I bicycle path would be designed and constructed per the California 
Department of Transportation (Caltrans) Highway Design Manual standards, and 
American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) 
guidelines, and Appendix F (Design Guidelines) of the County of Los Angeles Bicycle 
Master Plan. Fencing would include approximately 2,300 lineal feet of 6-foot tubular 
steel with two 16-foot wide decorative gates to control park access and two 16-foot 
wide service gates. Wayfinding, regulatory, and new park entry monument signage 
would be located adjacent to the entry parking lot. 

 
2. The second sentence of the third paragraph on Page 2-26 of the Draft PEIR has 

been revised as follows: 
 

The multi-use trail utilized by riders and hikers would be designed to the specifications 
of the County of Los Angeles Trails Manual. The Class I bicycle path and the Class IV 
bikeway would be designed to Caltrans Highway Design Manual standards, and AASHTO 
guidelines, and Appendix F (Design Guidelines) of the County of Los Angeles Bicycle 
Master Plan. The Class I bicycle path and the Class IV bikeway would and include safety 
measure such as stop signs, striping, and speed calming measures. The crossing 
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(Project 3) would be coordinated with existing and planned traffic signal synchronization 
improvements administered by the County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works 
(DPW). 
 

3. The second sentence of the second paragraph on page 2-28 of the Draft PEIR 
has been revised as follows: 

 
The multi-use trail would be designed and constructed per the County of Los Angeles 
Trails Manual. The Class I bicycle path would be designed and constructed per the 
Caltrans Highway Design Manual standards, and AASHTO guidelines, and Appendix F 
(Design Guidelines) of the County of Los Angeles Bicycle Master Plan. 

 
4. The fourth sentence of the first paragraph on page 2-35 of the Draft PEIR has 

been revised as follows: 

The intent of this project is to fill in the missing gap between the northern and southern 
portions of the Rio Hondo Class I bicycle path with a Class IV bikeway. Specifically, this 
project would extend the existing Class I bicycle path on the north side of San Gabriel 
Boulevard from the end of the northern section of the Rio Hondo Bicycle Path to Lincoln 
Avenue (Figures 6.1 and 6.2). To gain the width necessary for the new Class IV 
bikeway, all traffic lanes would be reduced and the center raised median relocated to 
allow an expansion of the north sidewalk. The Class IV bikeway would be designed to 
Caltrans Highway Design Manual standards, AASHTO guidelines, the MUTCD guidelines, 
Appendix F (Design Guidelines) of the County of Los Angeles Bicycle Master Plan, and 
other applicable requirements. 

 
5. The third sentence of the first paragraph on page 2-39 of the Draft PEIR has 

been revised as follows: 

Project 7 has three components that would connect the northern section of the Rio 
Hondo Class I bicycle path directly to the Legg Lake recreation area parking lot (Figure 
7.1). The first project component would develop an approximately half-mile long Class I 
bicycle path located on the north side of the Southern California Edison (SCE) 
transmission line corridor to connect the Rio Hondo Bike Path to Rosemead Boulevard. 
The 12-foot wide asphalt bicycle path would be designed to Caltrans Highway 
Design Manual standards, and AASHTO guidelines, and Appendix F (Design Guidelines) 
of the County of Los Angeles Bicycle Master Plan. 

 
6. Mitigation Measure CR-2, listed on pages ES-26 and 3.5-18 of the Draft PEIR, 

has been revised as follows: 

CR-2: All ground-disturbing activities below previously disturbed areas necessary for 
construction of Projects 6 and 7 shall be monitored by an archaeological 
monitor and a Native American monitor from a Gabrielino group, as 
recommended by the cultural resources survey report (CR-1). The 
archaeological monitor and the Native American monitor shall have the 
power to temporarily halt or divert equipment to allow for recording and 
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evaluation of any encountered resources. If evaluated as eligible for the 
California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR) and determined eligible by 
the Watershed Conservation Authority, the archaeological site must be 
avoided and preserved. If this is not feasible, an archeological data recovery 
program shall be developed and implemented by a qualified archaeologist in 
consultation with the Native American monitor. The data recovery report shall 
be submitted to the South Central Coastal Information Center. 

7. Mitigation Measure B-1, listed on pages ES-16 and 3.4-19 of the Draft PEIR, 
has been revised as follows: 

B-1: Conduct Focused Rare Plant Surveys. 

Nevin’s Barberry 

Prior to ground disturbing construction activities (e.g. grading, vegetation 
removal) for Projects 7, 9, 10, and 12 a focused rare plant survey for Nevin’s 
Barberry shall be conducted. Because this plant is a shrub species that is 
obvious at any time of the year, the survey may be conducted during any 
season. 

Brand’s Phacelia 

Prior to ground disturbing construction activities (e.g. grading, vegetation 
removal) for Projects 2, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12 a focused rare plant survey 
for Brand’s phacelia shall be conducted. The survey shall take place during 
the blooming period for Brand’s phacelia (March through June). Biologists will 
use a nearby population as a reference, if feasible, to verify that the target 
rare plant is blooming at the time of the survey.  

Additional Rare Plant Species 
 
During surveys for the aforementioned plant species, prior to ground 
disturbing construction activities (e.g. grading, vegetation removal) for 
Projects 2, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12, biologists shall also seek and identify plant 
species that are listed as California Species of Special Concern or listed as 
CNPS List 1A, 1B, or 2.  

 
If sensitive plant species are not found during the surveys, then no further 
mitigation is required. In the event a listed plant is discovered onsite, the 
location and numbers of the species shall be recorded by a qualified biologist. 
The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), United States Fish 
and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and Watershed Conservation Authority (WCA) 
shall be formally notified and consulted regarding the presence of either the 
federal and/or state listed or candidate species onsite.  

If the plant can be avoided by construction, a Preservation and Management 
Plan for the species found will be prepared and shall include, but not be 
limited to, the following: 
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1) Provision of protective fencing or buffers between development and any 
listed plant that may be found onsite as required by CDFW or USFWS. 
This buffer zone shall be designated with appropriate fencing to exclude 
construction vehicles and public access, but not wildlife access; 
 

2) The size of the buffer depends upon the use of the immediately adjacent 
lands, and includes consideration of the plant’s ecological requirements 
(e.g., sunlight, moisture, shade tolerance, edaphic physical and chemical 
characteristics) that are identified by a qualified plant ecologist and/or 
botanist. At minimum, the buffer shall be at least ten feet and 
demarcated by fencing that is installed with the assistance of a qualified 
plant ecologist. A smaller buffer may be established, provided there are 
adequate measures in place to avoid the take of the species, with the 
approval of the USFWS and/or CDFW; 

3) Stormwater runoff, irrigation runoff, and other drainage from developed 
areas shall not pass through areas populated by the listed species; 

4) Listed species areas shall not be artificially shaded by structures or 
landscaping within the adjacent development areas; 

5) Pesticide use shall not be permitted within listed plants areas; 

6) The WCA will be responsible for monitoring the listed plant areas during 
construction and after project completion to ensure avoidance. 

If the plant cannot be avoided by construction, the CDFW and/or USFWS will 
be consulted. The following steps will be needed: 

1) For direct impacts to the federal-listed and state-listed Nevin’s barberry, 
the CDFW will be consulted regarding the potential need for a permit 
under the CESA and the USFWS will be consulted for the potential need 
for a permit under the ESA. Mitigation for the impact will be developed 
through this process and could include payment of in-lieu fee, 
preservation of another population of the plant, transplantation, or 
creation of a preserve.  

2) For direct impacts to plants that are candidate species for listing (Brand’s 
phacelia), the USFWS will be consulted for the potential need for a permit 
under the ESA. Mitigation for the impact will be developed through this 
process and could include payment of in-lieu fee, preservation of another 
population of the plant, transplantation, or creation of a preserve. 

8. The following text was added to Section 3.4.1.3, Table 3.4-3, on page 3.4-5 of 
the Draft PEIR: 
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Table 3.4-3 Special-Status Animals by Project Area 

ANIMAL SPECIES 

PROJECT AREAS POTENTIAL FOR LISTED ANIMALS 

QUARRY 
CLASP 

WHITTIER 
NARROWS 

SAN 
JOSE 

CREEK 
WESTSIDE 

1 2 3 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

Santa Ana sucker A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A 
Coastal California 
gnatcatcher A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A 

Western yellow-billed 
cuckoo A A A A A A L L M A L A A A A 

Southwestern willow 
flycatcher A A A A A A L L L A L A A A A 

Least Bell’s vireo A A A A A A M M L A M A A A A 
Arroyo toad A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A 

Bank swallow A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A 
Red-legged frog A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A 
Mountain yellow-legged 
frog A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A 

Peregrine falcon L L A A A A A A A A A A A A A 
Swainson’s hawk L L A A A A A A A A A A A A A 

Burrowing owl L L A L A L L L L L L L A A A 
Western Pond Turtle A A A A A A A L L A L A A A A 
Western Spadefoot Toad A A A A A A A M M A M A A A A 
Two-striped Garter 
Snake A A A A A A A M M A M A A A A 

A=Assumed Absent, L=Low, M=Moderate, H=High 

 
9. The following text was added to page 3.4-7 of the Draft PEIR below the 

discussion of burrowing owl. 
 

Western Pond Turtle. This aquatic species’ habitat includes streams, lakes, drainage 
ditches with perennial ponding areas, and both vegetative and structural elements. 
Western pond turtles are fairly shy species, remaining underwater or in thick vegetation 
most of the time. They are mostly observed while basking on floating or partially 
submerged logs or rocks within ponds. The upper San Gabriel River, upstream from the 
Proposed Project, supports many habitat areas for this species. Most of the streams 
within the Proposed Project are less ideal as habitat for this species because they have 
been channelized and lack many of the structural elements common to this species 
habitats. Because the San Jose Project Area includes two bridge crossings, and because 
the Whittier Narrows and Westside project areas contain suitable riparian habitat, the 
species is considered potentially present within those project areas. 
 
Western Spadefoot Toad. This species’ habitat includes primarily vernal pools and 
other seasonal waters for breeding. Surrounding habitats include grassland, scrub, and 
chaparral. Adult spadefoot toads remain underground during most of the year, 
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particularly during hot summer months, encapsulated by a secreted, gelatinous shield 
that holds in moisture. After spring rains, the adults emerge to breed in shallow ponds. 
Tadpoles grow into juvenile toads very quickly, often within two or three weeks time, 
after which they burrow into mud cracks or other similar shelter. Although no vernal 
pools were present in the Proposed Project, there were riverine areas present that 
support seasonal waters. Because the San Jose Project Area includes two bridge 
crossings, and because the Whittier Narrows and Westside project areas contain suitable 
riparian habitat, the species is considered potentially present within those project areas.  
 
Two-striped Garter Snake. This species’ habitat includes riparian corridors, seasonal 
ponds, vernal pools, and other aquatic areas. They feed on tadpoles and other aquatic 
life. Two-striped garter snakes are cryptic in their coloration, serving as protection from 
predators. They are good swimmers, cruising aquatic habitats for prey while remaining 
mostly submerged. Although no vernal pools were present in the Proposed Project, 
there were riverine areas present that support seasonal waters. Because the San Jose 
Project Area includes two bridge crossings, and because the Whittier Narrows and 
Westside project areas contain suitable riparian habitat, the species is considered 
potentially present within those project areas. 

 
10. The following text was changed in Section 3.4.4.1 on page 3.4-14 of the Draft 

PEIR: 
 

Impacts to Listed and Special-Status Wildlife Species 
 
The literature search documented 59 special-status wildlife species in the vicinity of the 
Proposed Project. The project areas were evaluated for suitable habitat to support any 
of the special-status wildlife species. The following 12 15 special-status wildlife species 
are those with a potential or that otherwise pose a constraint to the Proposed Project 
(ECORP 2016a). No sensitive wildlife species were detected within the project areas or 
in adjacent survey buffer areas during the biological resources assessment (ECORP 
2016a). 
 

11. The following text was added to page 3.4-16 of the Draft PEIR below the 
discussion of burrowing owl. 
 

Western Pond Turtle. There is a low potential for this species to occur within the 
project areas of Projects 9, 10, and 12. Construction activities associated with Projects 
9, 10, and 12 may result in direct impacts to this species from the loss of individuals or 
habitat or indirect impacts from increase in noise, dust, and human activity. With the 
implementation of Mitigation Measure B-9 for Projects 9, 10, and 12, these impacts 
would be less than significant. 
 
Western Spadefoot Toad.  There is a moderate potential for this species to occur 
within the project areas of Projects 9, 10, and 12. Construction activities associated with 
Projects 9, 10, and 12 may result in direct impacts to this species from the loss of 
individuals or habitat or indirect impacts from increase in noise, dust, and human 
activity. With the implementation of Mitigation Measure B-10 for Projects 9, 10, and 12, 
these impacts would be less than significant. 
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Two-striped Garter Snake.  There is a moderate potential for this species to occur 
within the project areas of Projects 9, 10, and 12. Construction activities associated with 
Projects 9, 10, and 12 may result in direct impacts to this species from the loss of 
individuals or habitat or indirect impacts from increase in noise, dust, and human 
activity. With the implementation of Mitigation Measure B-11 for Projects 9, 10, and 12, 
these impacts would be less than significant. 

 
12. Mitigation Measures B-9, B-10, and B-11 have been added to Section 3.4.5 

on page 3.4-23 to the Draft PEIR: 
 
B-9: Conduct a habitat assessment for Western Pond Turtle. 
 

A habitat assessment shall be conducted for Projects 9, 10, and 12 a year 
prior to planned ground disturbing activities. If the habitat assessment 
determines that suitable habitat for western pond turtle is present and would 
be directly impacted by Projects 9, 10, or 12 then the California Department 
of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) shall be consulted in order to develop mitigation 
for the species. Mitigation may consist of acquisition and protection in 
perpetuity of occupied habitat for the species or payment of in-lieu fees for 
habitat protection to a CDFW-approved entity. 

 
B-10: Conduct a habitat assessment for Western Spadefoot Toad. 

A habitat assessment shall be conducted for Projects 9, 10, and 12 a year 
prior to planned ground disturbing activities. If the habitat assessment 
determines that suitable habitat for western spadefoot toad is present and 
would be directly impacted by Projects 9, 10, or 12 then the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) shall be consulted in order to 
develop mitigation for the species. Mitigation may consist of acquisition and 
protection in perpetuity of occupied habitat for the species or payment of in-
lieu fees for habitat protection to a CDFW-approved entity. 

 
B-11: Conduct a habitat assessment for Two-striped Garter Snake. 

A habitat assessment shall be conducted for Projects 9, 10, and 12 a year 
prior to planned ground disturbing activities. If the habitat assessment 
determines that suitable habitat for two-striped garter snake is present and 
would be directly impacted by Projects 9, 10, or 12 then the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) shall be consulted in order to 
develop mitigation for the species. Mitigation may consist of acquisition and 
protection in perpetuity of occupied habitat for the species or payment of in-
lieu fees for habitat protection to a CDFW-approved entity. 
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SECTION 5.0 
MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM 
 
In accordance with CEQA, a Program Environmental Impact Report (PEIR) that identified 
adverse impacts related to the construction and operation of the Emerald Necklace 
Implementation Plan – Phase I was prepared.  The PEIR identified mitigation measures 
that would reduce or eliminate these impacts. 
 
Section 21081.6 of the Public Resources Code and Sections 15091(d) and 15097 of the 
State CEQA Guidelines require public agencies to adopt a reporting and monitoring 
program for changes to the project which it has adopted or made a condition of project 
approval in order to mitigate or avoid significant effects on the environment.  A 
Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP) is required for the Proposed 
Project, because the PEIR identified potentially significant adverse impacts related to 
implementation of the Proposed Project, and mitigation measures have been identified 
to mitigate these impacts.  Adoption of the MMRP will occur along with approval of the 
Proposed Project. 

5.1 PURPOSE OF THE MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING 
PROGRAM 

 
This MMRP (Table 5-1) has been prepared to ensure that all required mitigation 
measures are implemented and completed according to schedule and maintained in a 
satisfactory manner during the construction and operation of the Proposed Project, as 
required. The MMRP may be modified by the WCA during project implementation, as 
necessary, in response to changing conditions or other project refinements.  The MMRP 
table has been prepared to assist the responsible parties in implementing the MMRP. 
This table identifies the category of significant environmental impact(s), individual 
mitigation measures, monitoring and mitigation timing, responsible person/agency for 
implementing the measure, monitoring and reporting procedure, and notation space to 
confirm implementation of the mitigation measures. The numbering of the mitigation 
measures follows the numbering sequence in the PEIR.  

5.2 ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES  
 
The WCA, as Lead Agency, is responsible for oversight of compliance of the mitigation 
measures in the MMRP.  

5.3 MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM  
 
The column categories identified in the MMRP table (Table 5-1) are described below. 
 

• Mitigation Measure – This column lists the mitigation measures by number. 
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• Responsible for Implementation – This column identifies the entity 
responsible for complying with the requirements of the mitigation measure, and 
provides space for verification initials and date. 
 

• Timing of Implementation – This column lists the timing of each activity, and 
the frequency/schedule of monitoring for each activity. 

 
• Monitoring Agency – This column lists any agencies with which the Lead 

Agency may coordinate for implementation of the mitigation measure. 
 

• Date Completed – This column is to be dated and initialed by the Lead Agency 
representative once the mitigation measure has been completed. 

5.4 MITIGATION MEASURE MATRIX 
 
Table 5-2 lists each mitigation measure and what project it applies to. 
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TABLE 5-1 
MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM 
EMERALD NECKLACE IMPLEMENTATION PLAN – PHASE I 

MITIGATION MEASURES 
RESPONSIBLE FOR 
IMPLEMENTATION 

TIMING OF 
IMPLEMENTATION 

MONITORING 
AGENCY 

DATE 
COMPLETED 

AESTHETICS     
A-1: Project structures shall be designed to reduce visual 
contrast with the project’s surroundings by repeating forms, 
colors, lines and textures of the project’s location. This can be 
achieved by using materials and color schemes that blend 
with the natural landscape and vegetation. 

• Watershed 
Conservation 
Authority (WCA) 

During the design phase 
of each individual project. 

• Watershed 
Conservation 
Authority (WCA) 

 
 
Initials 
 
 
Date 

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES     
B-1: Conduct Focused Rare Plant Surveys. 
 
Nevin’s Barberry 
 
Prior to ground disturbing construction activities (e.g. grading, 
vegetation removal) for Projects 7, 9, 10, and 12 a focused 
rare plant survey for Nevin’s Barberry shall be conducted. 
Because this plant is a shrub species that is obvious at any 
time of the year, the survey may be conducted during any 
season. 
 
Brand’s Phacelia 
 
Prior to ground disturbing construction activities (e.g. grading, 
vegetation removal) for Projects 2, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12 a 
focused rare plant survey for Brand’s phacelia shall be 
conducted. The survey shall take place during the blooming 
period for Brand’s phacelia (March through June). Biologists 
will use a nearby population as a reference, if feasible, to 
verify that the target rare plant is blooming at the time of the 
survey.  
 

Additional Rare Plant Species 
 

During surveys for the aforementioned plant species, prior to 

• Watershed 
Conservation 
Authority (WCA) 
 

• Qualified Plant 
Ecologist/Biologist 

Preconstruction surveys 
shall be conducted prior 
to issuance of grading 
permits for each 
individual project. 

• Watershed 
Conservation 
Authority (WCA) 

 
• California Department 

of Fish and Wildlife 
(CDFW) 

 
• United States Fish and 

Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) 

 
 
Initials 
 
 
Date 
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MITIGATION MEASURES 
RESPONSIBLE FOR 
IMPLEMENTATION 

TIMING OF 
IMPLEMENTATION 

MONITORING 
AGENCY 

DATE 
COMPLETED 

ground disturbing construction activities (e.g. grading, 
vegetation removal) for Projects 2, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12, 
biologists shall also seek and identify plant species that are 
listed as California Species of Special Concern or listed as 
CNPS List 1A, 1B, or 2. 
 
If sensitive plant species are not found during the surveys, 
then no further mitigation is required. In the event a listed 
plant is discovered onsite, the location and numbers of the 
species shall be recorded by a qualified biologist. The 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), United 
States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and Watershed 
Conservation Authority (WCA) shall be formally notified and 
consulted regarding the presence of either the federal and/or 
state listed or candidate species onsite. 
 
If the plant can be avoided by construction, a Preservation 
and Management Plan for the species found will be prepared 
and shall include, but not be limited to, the following: 
 

1) Provision of protective fencing or buffers between 
development and any listed plant that may be found 
onsite as required by CDFW or USFWS. This buffer 
zone shall be designated with appropriate fencing to 
exclude construction vehicles and public access, but 
not wildlife access; 

 

2) The size of the buffer depends upon the use of the 
immediately adjacent lands, and includes consideration 
of the plant’s ecological requirements (e.g., sunlight, 
moisture, shade tolerance, edaphic physical and 
chemical characteristics) that are identified by a 
qualified plant ecologist and/or botanist. At minimum, 
the buffer shall be at least ten feet and demarcated by 
fencing that is installed with the assistance of a 
qualified plant ecologist. A smaller buffer may be 
established, provided there are adequate measures in 
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MITIGATION MEASURES 
RESPONSIBLE FOR 
IMPLEMENTATION 

TIMING OF 
IMPLEMENTATION 

MONITORING 
AGENCY 

DATE 
COMPLETED 

place to avoid the take of the species, with the 
approval of the USFWS and/or CDFW; 

 

3) Stormwater runoff, irrigation runoff, and other drainage 
from developed areas shall not pass through areas 
populated by the listed species; 

 

4) Listed species areas shall not be artificially shaded by 
structures or landscaping within the adjacent 
development areas; 

 

5) Pesticide use shall not be permitted within listed plants 
areas; 

 

6) The WCA will be responsible for monitoring the listed 
plant areas during construction and after project 
completion to ensure avoidance. 

 
If the plant cannot be avoided by construction, the CDFW 
and/or USFWS will be consulted. The following steps will be 
needed: 
 

1) For direct impacts to the federal-listed and state-listed 
Nevin’s barberry, the CDFW will be consulted regarding 
the potential need for a permit under the CESA and the 
USFWS will be consulted for the potential need for a 
permit under the ESA. Mitigation for the impact will be 
developed through this process and could include 
payment of in-lieu fee, preservation of another 
population of the plant, transplantation, or creation of 
a preserve.  
 

2) For direct impacts to plants that are candidate species 
for listing (Brand’s phacelia), the USFWS will be 
consulted for the potential need for a permit under the 
ESA. Mitigation for the impact will be developed 
through this process and could include payment of in-
lieu fee, preservation of another population of the 
plant, transplantation, or creation of a preserve. 
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MITIGATION MEASURES 
RESPONSIBLE FOR 
IMPLEMENTATION 

TIMING OF 
IMPLEMENTATION 

MONITORING 
AGENCY 

DATE 
COMPLETED 

B-2: Conduct nesting bird surveys to ensure that there 
would be not significant impacts to nesting birds and 
no violation of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act.  
 
If activities with the potential to destroy nests or cause birds 
to abandon nests are scheduled to occur during the bird 
breeding season (February 1 – August 31), a pre-construction 
nesting bird survey shall be conducted by a qualified biologist 
within the footprint for all Projects and within a buffer of 500 
feet of the Project limits. A qualified biologist is one having at 
least one year of nesting bird survey experience. The survey 
area shall include all potential bird nesting areas, including 
grasslands, scrub habitat, woodlands, and isolated trees that 
are within 500 feet of ground disturbance and vegetation 
clearing activities. The survey shall be conducted within the 
nesting season and no more than 30 days prior to 
commencement of ground disturbance activities. 
 
If active bird nests are found, the qualified biologist will 
recommend measures to avoid impacts to the nest while it is 
active. At a minimum the nest itself will be protected while it 
is active and a no-disturbance buffer will be established 
around the nest to protect it from indirect Project effects due 
to noise and dust. Recommended buffers are 500 feet for 
raptors and sensitive species and 300 feet for all other birds. 
The biologist can adjust the buffer limits based on the setting, 
topography, exposure of the nest to adverse effects, and 
other factors. Direct removal of the nest and construction 
activities within the buffer zone will be avoided until the nest 
is deemed no longer active by the qualified biologist.  

• Watershed 
Conservation 
Authority (WCA) 

 
• Qualified 

Ecologist/Biologist 

Preconstruction surveys 
shall be conducted no 
more than 30 days before 
ground disturbing and 
vegetation clearing 
activities if they are to 
occur during the bird 
breeding season 
(February 1 – August 
31). 
 
 
 

• Watershed 
Conservation 
Authority (WCA) 

 
• California Department 

of Fish and Wildlife 
(CDFW) 

 
• United States Fish and 

Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) 

 
 
Initials 
 
 
Date 
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MITIGATION MEASURES 
RESPONSIBLE FOR 
IMPLEMENTATION 

TIMING OF 
IMPLEMENTATION 

MONITORING 
AGENCY 

DATE 
COMPLETED 

B-3: Conduct a habitat assessment for Western 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo. 
 
A habitat assessment shall be conducted for Projects 9, 10, 
and 12 a year prior to planned ground disturbing activities. If 
the habitat assessment determines that suitable habitat for 
western yellow-billed cuckoo is present and would be directly 
impacted by Projects 9, 10, or 12 then a United States Fish 
and Wildlife (USFWS) protocol survey shall be conducted to 
ensure compliance with federal and state Endangered Species 
Acts (ESA and CESA). The survey period for western yellow-
billed cuckoo extends from June 15 to August 15, consisting 
of four surveys. If western yellow-billed cuckoo are located 
during the survey, and their occupied habitat may be 
impacted by the Project, a request for take authorization must 
be submitted, processed, and approved with the USFWS and 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) prior to the 
ground disturbance activities that may affect this species. This 
will involve a consultation process under the ESA and CESA. 

• Watershed 
Conservation 
Authority (WCA) 
 

• Qualified Biologist  

A year prior to planned 
ground disturbing 
activities for Projects 9, 
10, and 12. 

• Watershed 
Conservation 
Authority (WCA) 
 

• California Department 
of Fish and Wildlife 
(CDFW) 

 
• United States Fish and 

Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) 

 
 
Initials 
 
 
Date 
 

B-4: Conduct a habitat assessment for Southwestern 
Willow Flycatcher. 
 
A habitat assessment shall be conducted for Projects 9, 10, 
and 12 within a year prior to ground disturbing activities. If 
the habitat assessment determines that suitable habitat for 
the southwestern willow flycatcher is present and would be 
directly impacted by Projects 9, 10, or 12 then United States 
Fish and Wildlife (USFWS) protocol surveys shall be conducted 
to ensure compliance with federal and state Endangered 
Species Acts (ESA and CESA). The survey period for 
southwestern willow flycatcher extends from May 15 to July 
17, consisting of five surveys. If southwestern willow 
flycatcher are located during the survey, and their occupied 
habitat may be impacted by a Project, a request for take 
authorization must be submitted, processed, and approved 
with the USFWS and California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (CDFW)  prior to the ground disturbing activities that 

• Watershed 
Conservation 
Authority (WCA) 
 

• Qualified Biologist  

A year prior to planned 
ground disturbing 
activities for Projects 9, 
10, and 12. 

• Watershed 
Conservation 
Authority (WCA) 
 

• California Department 
of Fish and Wildlife 
(CDFW) 

 
• United States Fish and 

Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) 

 
 
Initials 
 
 
Date 
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MITIGATION MEASURES 
RESPONSIBLE FOR 
IMPLEMENTATION 

TIMING OF 
IMPLEMENTATION 

MONITORING 
AGENCY 

DATE 
COMPLETED 

may affect this species. This will involve a consultation 
process under the ESA and CESA. 
B-5: Conduct a habitat assessment for Least Bell’s 
Vireo. 
 
A habitat assessment shall be conducted for Projects 9, 10, 
and 12 within a year prior to proposed ground disturbing 
activities. If the habitat assessment determines that suitable 
habitat for the least Bell’s vireo is present and would be 
directly impacted by Projects 9, 10, or 12 then United States 
Fish and Wildlife (USFWS) protocol surveys shall be conducted 
to ensure compliance with federal and state endangered 
species acts (ESA and CESA). The survey period for least 
Bell’s vireo extends from April 10 to July 31, consisting of 
eight surveys. If least Bell’s vireo are located during the 
survey, and their occupied habitat may be impacted by the 
Project, a request for take authorization must be submitted, 
processed, and approved with the USFWS and California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) prior to the ground 
disturbance activities that may affect this species. This will 
involve a consultation process under the ESA and CESA. 

• Watershed 
Conservation 
Authority (WCA) 
 

• Qualified Biologist  

A year prior to planned 
ground disturbing 
activities for Projects 9, 
10, and 12. 

• Watershed 
Conservation 
Authority (WCA) 
 

• California Department 
of Fish and Wildlife 
(CDFW) 

 
• United States Fish and 

Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) 

 
 
Initials 
 
 
Date 
 

B-6: Conduct a habitat assessment and pre-
construction survey for burrowing owls. 
 
Prior to ground disturbing activities within the burrowing owl 
breeding season (March 1 through August 31), a habitat 
assessment and pre-construction burrowing owl survey will be 
conducted by a qualified biologist within suitable habitat 
within the Project footprint and a 500-foot buffer surrounding 
the footprint for Projects 1, 2, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, and/or 12. A 
qualified biologist must have at least one year of experience 
conducting burrowing owl surveys.  The assessment and pre-
construction survey shall conform to the California 
Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) Report on Burrowing 
Owl Mitigation (CDFG 2012). If burrowing owls are located 
during the survey, and may be impacted by the Projects 1, 2, 

• Watershed 
Conservation 
Authority (WCA) 
 

• Qualified Biologist  

The habitat assessment 
and preconstruction 
surveys shall be 
conducted prior to 
ground disturbing 
activities planned for 
Projects 1, 2, 5, 7, 8, 9, 
10, 11, and/or 12 if they 
are to occur during the 
burrowing owl breeding 
season (March 1 – 
August 31). 
 

• Watershed 
Conservation 
Authority (WCA) 
 

• California Department 
of Fish and Wildlife 
(CDFW) 

 
 
Initials 
 
 
Date 
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MITIGATION MEASURES 
RESPONSIBLE FOR 
IMPLEMENTATION 

TIMING OF 
IMPLEMENTATION 

MONITORING 
AGENCY 

DATE 
COMPLETED 

5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, and/or 12 then measures to avoid the a 
burrowing owl will be developed prior to any ground 
disturbance that might affect the owl or it is burrows, as 
determined by a qualified biologist.  At a minimum a 
burrowing owl mitigation plan shall be prepared to be 
submitted to the Watershed Conservation Authority (WCA) 
and the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) for 
review and approval. The approved plan shall be implemented 
prior to the ground disturbance activities that may affect this 
species. 
B-7: Conduct a jurisdictional delineation and prepare 
regulatory permit applications. 
 
Due to the potential of Projects 7, 9, 10, and 12 to affect 
potentially jurisdictional features of the Rio Hondo, San 
Gabriel River, and San Jose Creek or tributaries thereto, a 
jurisdictional delineation shall be conducted within each of 
these project areas prior to the implementation of each 
Project to determine the extent of jurisdiction present and the 
extent to which a Project footprint affects jurisdictional 
resources. If such resources are planned to be impacted by a 
Project, then regulatory permits will be required for that 
Project by submitting applications to the United States Army 
Corps of Engineers (USACE) for a Section 404 Clean Water Act 
(CWA) Permit, to the California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (CDFW) for a Section 1600 Streambed Alteration 
Agreement, and to the Regional Water Quality Control Board 
(RWQCB) for a Section 401 Water Quality Certification. Once 
the permits have been issued, the impacts to jurisdictional 
features can occur. 

• Watershed 
Conservation 
Authority (WCA) 

 

Prior to implementation 
of Projects 7, 9, 10, and 
12. 

• Watershed 
Conservation 
Authority (WCA) 
 

• United States Army 
Corps of Engineers 
(USACE) 

 
• California Department 

of Fish and Wildlife 
(CDFW) 

 
• Regional Water 

Quality Control Board 
(RWQCB) 

 

 
 
Initials 
 
 
Date 
 

B-8: Protection of oak trees. 
 
An oak tree survey and report shall be conducted by an oak 
tree consultant, as deemed acceptable by the Los Angeles 
County Director of Regional Planning and County Forester & 
Fire Warden, to document the trees being proposed to be 

• Watershed 
Conservation 
Authority (WCA) 

Prior to issuance of 
grading permits for 
Projects 7, 9, 10, and 12. 

• County of Los Angeles 
Department of Parks 
and Recreation (DPR) 

 
• County of Los Angeles 

Department of 

 
 
Initials 
 
 
Date 
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MITIGATION MEASURES 
RESPONSIBLE FOR 
IMPLEMENTATION 

TIMING OF 
IMPLEMENTATION 

MONITORING 
AGENCY 

DATE 
COMPLETED 

impacted for Projects 7, 9, 10, and 12. An oak tree permit is 
required prior to cutting, destroying, removing, relocating, 
inflicting damage, or encroaching into the protected zone of 
any oak trees with a dbh of eight inches or more. All 
protection and replacement measures shall be consistent with 
the Los Angeles County Oak Tree Ordinance. 

Regional Planning 
(DRP) 

 
• County of Los Angeles 

Forester & Fire 
Warden 

 

B-9: Conduct a habitat assessment for Western Pond 
Turtle. 
 
A habitat assessment shall be conducted for Projects 9, 10, 
and 12 a year prior to planned ground disturbing activities. If 
the habitat assessment determines that suitable habitat for 
western pond turtle is present and would be directly impacted 
by Projects 9, 10, or 12 then the California Department of Fish 
and Wildlife (CDFW) shall be consulted in order to develop 
mitigation for the species. Mitigation may consist of 
acquisition and protection in perpetuity of occupied habitat for 
the species or payment of in-lieu fees for habitat protection to 
a CDFW-approved entity. 

• Watershed 
Conservation 
Authority (WCA) 
 

• Qualified Biologist  

A year prior to planned 
ground disturbing 
activities for Projects 9, 
10, and 12. 

• Watershed 
Conservation 
Authority (WCA) 
 

• California Department 
of Fish and Wildlife 
(CDFW) 

 

 
 
Initials 
 
 
Date 
 

B-10: Conduct a habitat assessment for Western 
Spadefoot Toad. 
 
A habitat assessment shall be conducted for Projects 9, 10, 
and 12 a year prior to planned ground disturbing activities. If 
the habitat assessment determines that suitable habitat for 
western spadefoot toad is present and would be directly 
impacted by Projects 9, 10, or 12 then the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) shall be consulted in 
order to develop mitigation for the species. Mitigation may 
consist of acquisition and protection in perpetuity of occupied 
habitat for the species or payment of in-lieu fees for habitat 
protection to a CDFW-approved entity. 
 

• Watershed 
Conservation 
Authority (WCA) 
 

• Qualified Biologist  

A year prior to planned 
ground disturbing 
activities for Projects 9, 
10, and 12. 

• Watershed 
Conservation 
Authority (WCA) 
 

• California Department 
of Fish and Wildlife 
(CDFW) 

 

 
 
Initials 
 
 
Date 
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MITIGATION MEASURES 
RESPONSIBLE FOR 
IMPLEMENTATION 

TIMING OF 
IMPLEMENTATION 

MONITORING 
AGENCY 

DATE 
COMPLETED 

B-11: Conduct a habitat assessment for Two-striped 
Garter Snake. 
 
A habitat assessment shall be conducted for Projects 9, 10, 
and 12 a year prior to planned ground disturbing activities. If 
the habitat assessment determines that suitable habitat for 
two-striped garter snake is present and would be directly 
impacted by Projects 9, 10, or 12 then the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) shall be consulted in 
order to develop mitigation for the species. Mitigation may 
consist of acquisition and protection in perpetuity of occupied 
habitat for the species or payment of in-lieu fees for habitat 
protection to a CDFW-approved entity. 

• Watershed 
Conservation 
Authority (WCA) 
 

• Qualified Biologist  

A year prior to planned 
ground disturbing 
activities for Projects 9, 
10, and 12. 

• Watershed 
Conservation 
Authority (WCA) 
 

• California Department 
of Fish and Wildlife 
(CDFW) 
 

 
 
Initials 
 
 
Date 
 

CULTURAL AND PALEONTOLOGICAL RESOURCES     
CR-1: All projects resulting in ground disturbing activities in 
areas that are unpaved and/or lack ornamental vegetation 
shall be surveyed by qualified archaeologists and the results 
shall be provided in subsequent environmental documents 
that will be prepared for the individual projects of the Emerald 
Necklace Implementation Plan – Phase I (Projects 1, 2, 6, 7, 
8, 9, 10, 11, and 12). If cultural resources are identified as a 
result of the surveys, they shall be evaluated using California 
Register of Historical Resources eligibility criteria to determine 
whether they are Historical Resources for the purposes of 
CEQA. An impacts analysis shall be carried out for identified 
Historical Resources and mitigation measures shall be 
provided for Historical Resources that will be significantly 
impacted. The results of the evaluation and the impacts 
analysis, as well as the mitigation measures, shall be provided 
in the specific environmental document written for the 
project. 

• Watershed 
Conservation 
Authority (WCA) 
 

• Qualified Archeologist 

Shall occur during the 
preparation of 
subsequent 
environmental documents 
for Projects 1, 2, 6, 7, 8, 
9, 10, 11, and 12. 
 
 

• Watershed 
Conservation 
Authority (WCA) 

 
 
Initials 
 
 
Date 

 

CR-2: All ground-disturbing activities below previously 
disturbed areas necessary for construction of Projects 6 and 7 
shall be monitored by an archaeological monitor and a Native 
American monitor from a Gabrielino group, as recommended 
by the cultural resources survey report (CR-1). The 

• Watershed 
Conservation 
Authority (WCA) 
 

• Qualified Archeologist 

The archaeological and 
Native American monitor 
stop work clause shall be 
included in the bid 
specifications.  

• Watershed 
Conservation 
Authority (WCA) 
 

• Gabrielino-San Gabriel 

 
 

Initials 
 
 

Date 
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MITIGATION MEASURES 
RESPONSIBLE FOR 
IMPLEMENTATION 

TIMING OF 
IMPLEMENTATION 

MONITORING 
AGENCY 

DATE 
COMPLETED 

archaeological monitor and the Native American monitor shall 
have the power to temporarily halt or divert equipment to 
allow for recording and evaluation of any encountered 
resources. If evaluated as eligible for the California Register of 
Historical Resources (CRHR) and determined eligible by the 
Watershed Conservation Authority, the archaeological site 
must be avoided and preserved. If this is not feasible, an 
archeological data recovery program shall be developed and 
implemented by a qualified archaeologist in consultation with 
the Native American monitor. The data recovery report shall 
be submitted to the South Central Coastal Information Center. 

 
• Native American 

Monitor 
  
• Construction Manager 

 
Shall be implemented 
during ground disturbing 
activities for Projects 6 
and 7. 

Band of Mission 
Indians 

 

 

CR-3: If human remains of any kind are found during 
construction activities, all activities must cease immediately 
and the Los Angeles County Coroner must be notified, as 
required by state law (Section 7050.5 of Health and Safety 
Code). If the coroner determines the remains to be of Native 
American origin, he or she will notify the Native American 
Heritage Commission (NAHC). The NAHC will then identify the 
most likely descendant(s) (MLD) to be consulted regarding 
treatment and/or reburial of the remains (Section 5097.98 of 
the Public Resources Code). Work may resume once the 
MLD’s recommendations have been implemented or the 
remains have been reburied by the landowner if no 
agreement can be reached with the MLD (Section 5097.98 of 
the Public Resources Code). 

• Watershed 
Conservation 
Authority (WCA) 

 
• Construction Manager 

 
• Los Angeles County 

Coroner 

Shall be implemented if 
human remains are 
discovered during 
construction. 

• Watershed 
Conservation 
Authority (WCA) 
 

• Native American 
Heritage Commission 
(NAHC) 

 
 
Initials 
 
 
Date 

 

CR-4: A qualified vertebrate paleontologist shall monitor 
deep excavations that extend into the older Quaternary 
deposits, as well as any excavations in the exposures of older 
Quaternary Alluvium or in the exposures of the Fernando 
formation in the Whittier Narrows area (Projects  6, 7, and 9) 
and the San Jose Creek area (Project 10). Sediment samples 
shall be collected and processed to determine the small fossil 
potential in the project area. The monitor will be equipped to 
recover fossils and sediment samples during excavation and 
will have the authority to temporarily halt or divert equipment 
to allow for recovery of large or numerous fossils. If the final 

• Watershed 
Conservation 
Authority (WCA) 

 
• Qualified 

Paleontological 
Monitor 

 
 

 

Shall be implemented 
during deep excavations 
that extend into the older 
Quaternary deposits, as 
well as any excavations 
in the exposures of older 
Quaternary Alluvium or in 
the exposures of the 
Fernando formation for 
Projects 6, 7, 9, and 10. 

• Watershed 
Conservation 
Authority (WCA) 

 

 
 
Initials 
 
 
Date 
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MITIGATION MEASURES 
RESPONSIBLE FOR 
IMPLEMENTATION 

TIMING OF 
IMPLEMENTATION 

MONITORING 
AGENCY 

DATE 
COMPLETED 

engineering design of Projects 6 and 7 determine that the 
older Quaternary alluvium deposits would not be disturbed 
then paleontological monitoring would not be necessary for 
Project 6 and 7. 
 
Any fossils recovered during monitoring shall be prepared to a 
point of identification and preservation and be deposited in an 
accredited and permanent scientific institution. A report 
detailing the findings with an appended itemized inventory of 
identified specimens shall be prepared. The report and 
inventory shall be submitted to the Watershed Conservation 
Authority and the scientific institution where the fossils are 
deposited. When the Watershed Conservation Authority 
receives the report, inventory, and verification of acceptance 
of the specimens by the scientific institution, mitigation will be 
complete. 
GEOLOGY AND SOILS     
G-1: A qualified geotechnical firm shall conduct site specific 
geotechnical investigations during the design of projects that 
contain a structural component such as bridges and 
foundations (Projects 1, 3, 6, 7, 9, 10, 13, 14, 15, and 16). 
The geotechnical firm shall review the site and grading plans 
for each project that contains a structural component as the 
Emerald Necklace is implemented and comment further on the 
geotechnical aspects of the project. Geotechnical 
investigations shall disclose the geological conditions of 
project sites and recommend the appropriate measures to be 
incorporated into the design and construction of each project. 

• Watershed 
Conservation 
Authority (WCA) 

 
• Qualified Geotechnical 

Firm 
 
 

 

Shall be implemented 
during the design of each 
project that contains a 
structural component 
(Projects 1, 3, 6, 7, 9, 10, 
13, 14, 15, and 16). 

• Watershed 
Conservation 
Authority (WCA) 

 

 
 
Initials 
 
 
Date 

 

HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS     

HM-1: Prior to any lane closures, the Watershed 
Conservation Authority (or its contractor) shall prepare a 
Traffic Control Plan to ensure proper access to residences and 
businesses by emergency vehicles during construction and to 
maintain traffic flow. 

• Watershed 
Conservation 
Authority (WCA) 
 

• Construction Manager 

Shall be implemented 
prior to any lane closure. 

• Watershed 
Conservation 
Authority (WCA) 
 

• Affected Local 
Jurisdictions 

 
 
Initials 
 
 
Date 
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MITIGATION MEASURES 
RESPONSIBLE FOR 
IMPLEMENTATION 

TIMING OF 
IMPLEMENTATION 

MONITORING 
AGENCY 

DATE 
COMPLETED 

HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY     

H-1: Prior to ground disturbing activities or any activity 
affecting federal or state waters, the Watershed Conservation 
Authority (WCA) shall submit for approval to the State Water 
Resources Control Board, a Notice of Intent (NOI) to be 
covered under a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System (NPDES) General Permit for Stormwater Discharges 
Associated with Construction Activity (General Permit) in 
compliance with Section 402 of the Clean Water Act. As part 
of the General Permit, the WCA shall prepare a Storm Water 
Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) which will: (1) require 
implementation of Best Management Practices (BMPs) so as 
to prevent a net increase in sediment load in stormwater 
discharges relative to preconstruction levels; (2) prohibit 
discharges of stormwater or non-stormwater at levels which 
would cause or contribute to an exceedance of any applicable 
water quality standard contained in the regional basin plan; 
(3) discuss in detail the BMPs for the project related to control 
of sediment and erosion, non sediment pollutants, and 
potential pollutants in non-stormwater discharges; (4) 
describe post-construction BMPs for the project; (5) explain 
the monitoring and maintenance program for the project’s 
BMPs; (6) require reporting of violations to the RWQCB; and 
(7) list the parties responsible for SWPPP implementation and 
BMP maintenance both during and after construction. Upon 
acceptance of the NOI by the State Board, the WCA shall 
implement the SWPPP and will modify the SWPPP as directed 
by the Storm Water Permit. 

• Watershed 
Conservation 
Authority (WCA) 

Prior to ground disturbing 
activities that would 
affect federal or state 
waters. 

• Watershed 
Conservation 
Authority (WCA) 
 

• State Water 
Resources Control 
Board 

 
 
Initials 
 
 
Date 

 

NOISE     

N-1: Prior to approval of grading plans and/or issuance of 
building permits, plans shall include a note indicating that 
noise-generating project construction activities shall only 
occur between the hours of 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. on 
weekdays, with no activity allowed on Sundays or holidays. 
The project construction supervisor shall ensure compliance 

• Watershed 
Conservation Authority 
(WCA) 
 

• Construction Manager 

Prior to issuance of 
grading permits. Shall be 
included in the bid 
specifications. 

• Watershed 
Conservation 
Authority (WCA) 

 
 
Initials 
 
 
Date 
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MITIGATION MEASURES 
RESPONSIBLE FOR 
IMPLEMENTATION 

TIMING OF 
IMPLEMENTATION 

MONITORING 
AGENCY 

DATE 
COMPLETED 

with the note and the County shall conduct periodic inspection 
at its discretion. 
N-2: Prior to Proposed Project construction, the construction 
contractors shall equip all construction equipment, fixed or 
mobile, with properly operating and maintained mufflers, 
consistent with manufacturers’ standards. The construction 
contractor shall place all stationary construction equipment so 
that emitted noise is directed away from the noise sensitive 
receptors nearest to the project site. 

• Watershed 
Conservation Authority 
(WCA) 
 

• Construction Manager 

Prior to issuance of 
grading permits. Shall be 
included in the bid 
specifications. 

• Watershed 
Conservation 
Authority (WCA) 

 
 
Initials 
 
 
Date 

N-3: The construction contractor shall locate equipment 
staging in areas that will create the greatest distance between 
construction-related noise sources and noise-sensitive 
receivers nearest the project site throughout the project 
construction period. 

• Watershed 
Conservation Authority 
(WCA) 
 

• Construction Manager 

Shall be included in the 
bid specifications.  
 
During construction. 

• Watershed 
Conservation 
Authority (WCA) 

 
 
Initials 
 
 
Date 

N-4: The construction contractor shall limit haul truck 
deliveries to the same hours specified for construction 
equipment (between the hours of 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. on 
weekdays, with no activity allowed on Sundays or holidays). 
The contractor shall prepare a haul route exhibit and shall 
design delivery routes to minimize the exposure of sensitive 
land uses or residential dwellings to delivery truck-related 
noise. 

• Watershed 
Conservation Authority 
(WCA) 
 

• Construction Manager 

Shall be included in the 
bid specifications.  
 
During construction. 

Watershed Conservation 
Authority (WCA) 

 
 
Initials 
 
 
Date 
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TABLE 5-2 
MITIGATION MEASURE MATRIX 

EMERALD NECKLACE IMPLEMENTATION PLAN – PHASE I 

MITIGATION MEASURES PROJECT AREA/PROJECT NUMBER 

AESTHETICS 

A-1: Project structures shall be designed to reduce visual contrast with the 
project’s surroundings by repeating forms, colors, lines and textures of the project’s 
location. This can be achieved by using materials and color schemes that blend with 
the natural landscape and vegetation. 

Whittier Narrows 
9. Pellissier Bridge at Blackwill Arena Staging Area 
 
San Jose Creek 
10. Multi-Use Trail and Bridge Connections 

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 

B-1: Conduct Focused Rare Plant Surveys. 
 
Nevin’s Barberry 
 
Prior to ground disturbing construction activities (e.g. grading, vegetation removal) 
for Projects 7, 9, 10, and 12 a focused rare plant survey for Nevin’s Barberry shall 
be conducted. Because this plant is a shrub species that is obvious at any time of 
the year, the survey may be conducted during any season. 
 
Brand’s Phacelia 
 
Prior to ground disturbing construction activities (e.g. grading, vegetation removal) 
for Projects 2, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12 a focused rare plant survey for Brand’s 
phacelia shall be conducted. The survey shall take place during the blooming period 
for Brand’s phacelia (March through June). Biologists will use a nearby population 
as a reference, if feasible, to verify that the target rare plant is blooming at the 
time of the survey.  
 
Additional Rare Plant Species 
 
During surveys for the aforementioned plant species, prior to ground disturbing 
construction activities (e.g. grading, vegetation removal) for Projects 2, 7, 8, 9, 10, 

Quarry Clasp 
2. Quarry Clasp Multi-Use Trail and Bicycle Paths 
 
Whittier Narrows 
7. Class I Bicycle Path from the Rio Hondo to Legg Lake through the Southern 

California Edison Easement 
8. Pellissier Village Multi-Use Trail from State Route 60 to Peck Road Bridge 
9. Pellissier Bridge at Blackwill Arena Staging Area 
 
San Jose Creek 
10. Multi-Use Trail and Bridge Connections 
11. Multi-Use Trail from San Jose Creek to the Duck Farm on the San Gabriel 

River 
 
Westside 
12. Alhambra Wash from State Route 60 to the Garvey Community Center  
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MITIGATION MEASURES PROJECT AREA/PROJECT NUMBER 

11, and 12, biologists shall also seek and identify plant species that are listed as 
California Species of Special Concern or listed as CNPS List 1A, 1B, or 2. 
 
If sensitive plant species are not found during the surveys, then no further 
mitigation is required. In the event a listed plant is discovered onsite, the location 
and numbers of the species shall be recorded by a qualified biologist. The California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) and Watershed Conservation Authority (WCA) shall be formally notified 
and consulted regarding the presence of either the federal and/or state listed or 
candidate species onsite. 
 
If the plant can be avoided by construction, a Preservation and Management Plan 
for the species found will be prepared and shall include, but not be limited to, the 
following: 
 

1) Provision of protective fencing or buffers between development and any 
listed plant that may be found onsite as required by CDFW or USFWS. This 
buffer zone shall be designated with appropriate fencing to exclude 
construction vehicles and public access, but not wildlife access; 

 
2) The size of the buffer depends upon the use of the immediately adjacent 

lands, and includes consideration of the plant’s ecological requirements (e.g., 
sunlight, moisture, shade tolerance, edaphic physical and chemical 
characteristics) that are identified by a qualified plant ecologist and/or 
botanist. At minimum, the buffer shall be at least ten feet and demarcated 
by fencing that is installed with the assistance of a qualified plant ecologist. 
A smaller buffer may be established, provided there are adequate measures 
in place to avoid the take of the species, with the approval of the USFWS 
and/or CDFW; 

 
3) Stormwater runoff, irrigation runoff, and other drainage from developed 

areas shall not pass through areas populated by the listed species; 
 

4) Listed species areas shall not be artificially shaded by structures or 
landscaping within the adjacent development areas; 
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MITIGATION MEASURES PROJECT AREA/PROJECT NUMBER 

 
5) Pesticide use shall not be permitted within listed plants areas; 

 
6) The WCA will be responsible for monitoring the listed plant areas during 

construction and after project completion to ensure avoidance. 
 
If the plant cannot be avoided by construction, the CDFW and/or USFWS will be 
consulted. The following steps will be needed: 
 

1) For direct impacts to the federal-listed and state-listed Nevin’s barberry, the 
CDFW will be consulted regarding the potential need for a permit under the 
CESA and the USFWS will be consulted for the potential need for a permit 
under the ESA. Mitigation for the impact will be developed through this 
process and could include payment of in-lieu fee, preservation of another 
population of the plant, transplantation, or creation of a preserve.  
 

2) For direct impacts to plants that are candidate species for listing (Brand’s 
phacelia), the USFWS will be consulted for the potential need for a permit 
under the ESA. Mitigation for the impact will be developed through this 
process and could include payment of in-lieu fee, preservation of another 
population of the plant, transplantation, or creation of a preserve. 

B-2: Conduct nesting bird surveys to ensure that there would be not 
significant impacts to nesting birds and no violation of the Migratory Bird 
Treaty Act.  
 
If activities with the potential to destroy nests or cause birds to abandon nests are 
scheduled to occur during the bird breeding season (February 1 – August 31), a 
pre-construction nesting bird survey shall be conducted by a qualified biologist 
within the footprint for all Projects and within a buffer of 500 feet of the Project 
limits. A qualified biologist is one having at least one year of nesting bird survey 
experience. The survey area shall include all potential bird nesting areas, including 
grasslands, scrub habitat, woodlands, and isolated trees that are within 500 feet of 
ground disturbance and vegetation clearing activities. The survey shall be 
conducted within the nesting season and no more than 30 days prior to 
commencement of ground disturbance activities. 

Quarry Clasp 
1. Quarry Clasp Park Development  
2. Quarry Clasp Multi-Use Trail and Bicycle Paths  
3. Peck Road Signalized Crossing 
 
Whittier Narrows 
5. Class I Bicycle Path on Rosemead Boulevard to Legg Lake  
6. Class IV Bikeway from El Bosque del Rio Hondo to Lincoln Avenue on San 

Gabriel Boulevard 
7. Class I Bicycle Path from the Rio Hondo to Legg Lake through the Southern 

California Edison Easement  
8. Pellissier Village Multi-Use Trail from State Route 60 to Peck Road Bridge  
9. Pellissier Bridge at Blackwill Arena Staging Area 
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If active bird nests are found, the qualified biologist will recommend measures to 
avoid impacts to the nest while it is active. At a minimum the nest itself will be 
protected while it is active and a no-disturbance buffer will be established around 
the nest to protect it from indirect Project effects due to noise and dust. 
Recommended buffers are 500 feet for raptors and sensitive species and 300 feet 
for all other birds. The biologist can adjust the buffer limits based on the setting, 
topography, exposure of the nest to adverse effects, and other factors. Direct 
removal of the nest and construction activities within the buffer zone will be 
avoided until the nest is deemed no longer active by the qualified biologist. 

San Jose Creek  
10. Multi-Use Trail and Bridge Connections 
11. Multi-Use Trail from San Jose Creek to the Duck Farm on the San Gabriel 

River 
 
Westside 
12. Alhambra Wash from State Route 60 to the Garvey Community Center  
13. Rosemead Boulevard Access Ramp 
14. Rosemead Boulevard Underpass  
15. Multi-Use Trail from Rosemead Boulevard to Valley Boulevard 
16. Interstate 10 Freeway Underpass Improvements 

B-3: Conduct a habitat assessment for Western Yellow-billed Cuckoo. 
 
A habitat assessment shall be conducted for Projects 9, 10, and 12 a year prior to 
planned ground disturbing activities. If the habitat assessment determines that 
suitable habitat for western yellow-billed cuckoo is present and would be directly 
impacted by Projects 9, 10, or 12 then a United States Fish and Wildlife (USFWS) 
protocol survey shall be conducted to ensure compliance with federal and state 
Endangered Species Acts (ESA and CESA). The survey period for western yellow-
billed cuckoo extends from June 15 to August 15, consisting of four surveys. If 
western yellow-billed cuckoo are located during the survey, and their occupied 
habitat may be impacted by the Project, a request for take authorization must be 
submitted, processed, and approved with the USFWS and California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) prior to the ground disturbance activities that may affect 
this species. This will involve a consultation process under the ESA and CESA. 

Whittier Narrows  
9. Pellissier Bridge at Blackwill Arena Staging Area 
 
San Jose Creek 
10. Multi-Use Trail and Bridge Connections 
 
Westside 
12. Alhambra Wash from State Route 60 to the Garvey Community Center 

B-4: Conduct a habitat assessment for Southwestern Willow Flycatcher. 
 
A habitat assessment shall be conducted for Projects 9, 10, and 12 within a year 
prior to ground disturbing activities. If the habitat assessment determines that 
suitable habitat for the southwestern willow flycatcher is present and would be 
directly impacted by Projects 9, 10, or 12 then United States Fish and Wildlife 
(USFWS) protocol surveys shall be conducted to ensure compliance with federal 
and state Endangered Species Acts (ESA and CESA). The survey period for 

Whittier Narrows 
9. Pellissier Bridge at Blackwill Arena Staging Area 
 
San Jose Creek 
10. Multi-Use Trail and Bridge Connections 
 
Westside 
12. Alhambra Wash from State Route 60 to the Garvey Community Center 
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southwestern willow flycatcher extends from May 15 to July 17, consisting of five 
surveys. If southwestern willow flycatcher are located during the survey, and their 
occupied habitat may be impacted by a Project, a request for take authorization 
must be submitted, processed, and approved with the USFWS and California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW)  prior to the ground disturbing activities 
that may affect this species. This will involve a consultation process under the ESA 
and CESA. 

B-5: Conduct a habitat assessment for Least Bell’s Vireo. 
 
A habitat assessment shall be conducted for Projects 9, 10, and 12 within a year 
prior to proposed ground disturbing activities. If the habitat assessment determines 
that suitable habitat for the least Bell’s vireo is present and would be directly 
impacted by Projects 9, 10, or 12 then United States Fish and Wildlife (USFWS) 
protocol surveys shall be conducted to ensure compliance with federal and state 
endangered species acts (ESA and CESA). The survey period for least Bell’s vireo 
extends from April 10 to July 31, consisting of eight surveys. If least Bell’s vireo are 
located during the survey, and their occupied habitat may be impacted by the 
Project, a request for take authorization must be submitted, processed, and 
approved with the USFWS and California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) 
prior to the ground disturbance activities that may affect this species. This will 
involve a consultation process under the ESA and CESA. 

Whittier Narrows  
9. Pellissier Bridge at Blackwill Arena Staging Area 
 
San Jose Creek 
10. Multi-Use Trail and Bridge Connections 
 
Westside 
12. Alhambra Wash from State Route 60 to the Garvey Community Center 

B-6: Conduct a habitat assessment and pre-construction survey for 
burrowing owls. 
 
Prior to ground disturbing activities within the burrowing owl breeding season 
(March 1 through August 31), a habitat assessment and pre-construction burrowing 
owl survey will be conducted by a qualified biologist within suitable habitat within 
the Project footprint and a 500-foot buffer surrounding the footprint for Projects 1, 
2, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, and/or 12. A qualified biologist must have at least one year of 
experience conducting burrowing owl surveys.  The assessment and pre-
construction survey shall conform to the California Department of Fish and Game 
(CDFG) Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation (CDFG 2012). If burrowing owls are 
located during the survey, and may be impacted by the Projects 1, 2, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 

Quarry Clasp 
1. Quarry Clasp Park Development  
2. Quarry Clasp Multi-Use Trail and Bicycle Paths  
 
Whittier Narrows 
5. Class I Bicycle Path on Rosemead Boulevard to Legg Lake 
7. Class I Bicycle Path from the Rio Hondo to Legg Lake through the Southern 

California Edison Easement  
8. Pellissier Village Multi-Use Trail from State Route 60 to Peck Road Bridge 
9. Pellissier Bridge at Blackwill Arena Staging Area 
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11, and/or 12 then measures to avoid the a burrowing owl will be developed prior 
to any ground disturbance that might affect the owl or it is burrows, as determined 
by a qualified biologist.  At a minimum a burrowing owl mitigation plan shall be 
prepared to be submitted to the Watershed Conservation Authority (WCA) and the 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) for review and approval. The 
approved plan shall be implemented prior to the ground disturbance activities that 
may affect this species. 

San Jose Creek 
10. Multi-Use Trail and Bridge Connections 
11. Multi-Use Trail from San Jose Creek to the Duck Farm on the San Gabriel 

River 
 
Westside 
12. Alhambra Wash from State Route 60 to the Garvey Community Center  

B-7: Conduct a jurisdictional delineation and prepare regulatory permit 
applications. 
 
Due to the potential of Projects 7, 9, 10, and 12 to affect potentially jurisdictional 
features of the Rio Hondo, San Gabriel River, and San Jose Creek or tributaries 
thereto, a jurisdictional delineation shall be conducted within each of these project 
areas prior to the implementation of each Project to determine the extent of 
jurisdiction present and the extent to which a Project footprint affects jurisdictional 
resources. If such resources are planned to be impacted by a Project, then 
regulatory permits will be required for that Project by submitting applications to the 
United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) for a Section 404 Clean Water Act 
(CWA) Permit, to the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) for a 
Section 1600 Streambed Alteration Agreement, and to the Regional Water Quality 
Control Board (RWQCB) for a Section 401 Water Quality Certification. Once the 
permits have been issued, the impacts to jurisdictional features can occur. 

Whittier Narrows 
7. Class I Bicycle Path from the Rio Hondo to Legg Lake through the Southern 

California Edison Easement 
9. Pellissier Bridge at Blackwill Arena Staging Area 
 
San Jose Creek 
10. Multi-Use Trail and Bridge Connections 
 
Westside 
12. Alhambra Wash from State Route 60 to the Garvey Community Center 

B-8: Protection of oak trees. 
 
An oak tree survey and report shall be conducted by an oak tree consultant, as 
deemed acceptable by the Los Angeles County Director of Regional Planning and 
County Forester & Fire Warden, to document the trees being proposed to be 
impacted for Projects 7, 9, 10, and 12. An oak tree permit is required prior to 
cutting, destroying, removing, relocating, inflicting damage, or encroaching into the 
protected zone of any oak trees with a dbh of eight inches or more. All protection 
and replacement measures shall be consistent with the Los Angeles County Oak 
Tree Ordinance. 

Whittier Narrows 
7. Class I Bicycle Path from the Rio Hondo to Legg Lake through the Southern 

California Edison Easement 
9. Pellissier Bridge at Blackwill Arena Staging Area 
 
San Jose Creek 
10. Multi-Use Trail and Bridge Connections 
 
Westside 
12. Alhambra Wash from State Route 60 to the Garvey Community Center 
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B-9: Conduct a habitat assessment for Western Pond Turtle. 
 
A habitat assessment shall be conducted for Projects 9, 10, and 12 a year prior to 
planned ground disturbing activities. If the habitat assessment determines that 
suitable habitat for western pond turtle is present and would be directly impacted 
by Projects 9, 10, or 12 then the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) 
shall be consulted in order to develop mitigation for the species. Mitigation may 
consist of acquisition and protection in perpetuity of occupied habitat for the 
species or payment of in-lieu fees for habitat protection to a CDFW-approved entity. 

Whittier Narrows 
9. Pellissier Bridge at Blackwill Arena Staging Area 
 
San Jose Creek 
10. Multi-Use Trail and Bridge Connections 
 
Westside 
12. Alhambra Wash from State Route 60 to the Garvey Community Center 

B-10: Conduct a habitat assessment for Western Spadefoot Toad. 
 
A habitat assessment shall be conducted for Projects 9, 10, and 12 a year prior to 
planned ground disturbing activities. If the habitat assessment determines that 
suitable habitat for western spadefoot toad is present and would be directly 
impacted by Projects 9, 10, or 12 then the California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (CDFW) shall be consulted in order to develop mitigation for the species. 
Mitigation may consist of acquisition and protection in perpetuity of occupied 
habitat for the species or payment of in-lieu fees for habitat protection to a CDFW-
approved entity. 

Whittier Narrows 
9. Pellissier Bridge at Blackwill Arena Staging Area 
 
San Jose Creek 
10. Multi-Use Trail and Bridge Connections 
 
Westside 
12. Alhambra Wash from State Route 60 to the Garvey Community Center 

B-11: Conduct a habitat assessment for Two-striped Garter Snake. 
 
A habitat assessment shall be conducted for Projects 9, 10, and 12 a year prior to 
planned ground disturbing activities. If the habitat assessment determines that 
suitable habitat for two-striped garter snake is present and would be directly 
impacted by Projects 9, 10, or 12 then the California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (CDFW) shall be consulted in order to develop mitigation for the species. 
Mitigation may consist of acquisition and protection in perpetuity of occupied 
habitat for the species or payment of in-lieu fees for habitat protection to a CDFW-
approved entity. 

Whittier Narrows 
9. Pellissier Bridge at Blackwill Arena Staging Area 
 
San Jose Creek 
10. Multi-Use Trail and Bridge Connections 
 
Westside 
12. Alhambra Wash from State Route 60 to the Garvey Community Center 
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CULTURAL AND PALEONTOLOGICAL RESOURCES 

CR-1: All projects resulting in ground disturbing activities in areas that are unpaved 
and/or lack ornamental vegetation shall be surveyed by qualified archaeologists and 
the results shall be provided in subsequent environmental documents that will be 
prepared for the individual projects of the Emerald Necklace Implementation Plan – 
Phase I (Projects 1, 2, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12). If cultural resources are identified 
as a result of the surveys, they shall be evaluated using California Register of 
Historical Resources eligibility criteria to determine whether they are Historical 
Resources for the purposes of CEQA. An impacts analysis shall be carried out for 
identified Historical Resources and mitigation measures shall be provided for 
Historical Resources that will be significantly impacted. The results of the evaluation 
and the impacts analysis, as well as the mitigation measures, shall be provided in 
the specific environmental document written for the project. 

Quarry Clasp 
1. Quarry Clasp Park Development  
2. Quarry Clasp Multi-Use Trail and Bicycle Paths  
 
Whittier Narrows 
6. Class IV Bikeway from El Bosque del Rio Hondo to Lincoln Avenue on San 

Gabriel Boulevard 
7. Class I Bicycle Path from the Rio Hondo to Legg Lake through the Southern 

California Edison Easement  
8. Pellissier Village Multi-Use Trail from State Route 60 to Peck Road Bridge  
9. Pellissier Bridge at Blackwill Arena Staging Area 
 
San Jose Creek  
10. Multi-Use Trail and Bridge Connections 
11. Multi-Use Trail from San Jose Creek to the Duck Farm on the San Gabriel 

River 
 
Westside 
12. Alhambra Wash from State Route 60 to the Garvey Community Center  
 

CR-2: All ground-disturbing activities below previously disturbed areas necessary 
for construction of Projects 6 and 7 shall be monitored by an archaeological monitor 
and a Native American monitor from a Gabrielino group, as recommended by the 
cultural resources survey report (CR-1). The archaeological monitor and the Native 
American monitor shall have the power to temporarily halt or divert equipment to 
allow for recording and evaluation of any encountered resources. If evaluated as 
eligible for the California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR) and determined 
eligible by the Watershed Conservation Authority, the archaeological site must be 
avoided and preserved. If this is not feasible, an archeological data recovery 
program shall be developed and implemented by a qualified archaeologist in 
consultation with the Native American monitor. The data recovery report shall be 
submitted to the South Central Coastal Information Center. 

Whittier Narrows 
6. Class IV Bikeway from El Bosque del Rio Hondo to Lincoln Avenue on San 

Gabriel Boulevard 
7. Class I Bicycle Path from the Rio Hondo to Legg Lake through the Southern 

California Edison Easement  
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CR-3: If human remains of any kind are found during construction activities, all 
activities must cease immediately and the Los Angeles County Coroner must be 
notified, as required by state law (Section 7050.5 of Health and Safety Code). If the 
coroner determines the remains to be of Native American origin, he or she will 
notify the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC). The NAHC will then 
identify the most likely descendant(s) (MLD) to be consulted regarding treatment 
and/or reburial of the remains (Section 5097.98 of the Public Resources Code). 
Work may resume once the MLD’s recommendations have been implemented or the 
remains have been reburied by the landowner if no agreement can be reached with 
the MLD (Section 5097.98 of the Public Resources Code). 

Quarry Clasp 
1. Quarry Clasp Park Development  
2. Quarry Clasp Multi-Use Trail and Bicycle Paths  
 
Whittier Narrows 
6. Class IV Bikeway from El Bosque del Rio Hondo to Lincoln Avenue on San 

Gabriel Boulevard 
7. Class I Bicycle Path from the Rio Hondo to Legg Lake through the Southern 

California Edison Easement  
9. Pellissier Bridge at Blackwill Arena Staging Area 
 
San Jose Creek  
10. Multi-Use Trail and Bridge Connections 
 
Westside 
12. Alhambra Wash from State Route 60 to the Garvey Community Center  
 

CR-4: A qualified vertebrate paleontologist shall monitor deep excavations that 
extend into the older Quaternary deposits, as well as any excavations in the 
exposures of older Quaternary Alluvium or in the exposures of the Fernando 
formation in the Whittier Narrows area (Projects  6, 7, and 9) and the San Jose 
Creek area (Project 10). Sediment samples shall be collected and processed to 
determine the small fossil potential in the project area. The monitor will be 
equipped to recover fossils and sediment samples during excavation and will have 
the authority to temporarily halt or divert equipment to allow for recovery of large 
or numerous fossils. If the final engineering design of Projects 6 and 7 determine 
that the older Quaternary alluvium deposits would not be disturbed then 
paleontological monitoring would not be necessary for Project 6 and 7. 
 
Any fossils recovered during monitoring shall be prepared to a point of identification 
and preservation and be deposited in an accredited and permanent scientific 
institution. A report detailing the findings with an appended itemized inventory of 
identified specimens shall be prepared. The report and inventory shall be submitted 
to the Watershed Conservation Authority and the scientific institution where the 
fossils are deposited. When the Watershed Conservation Authority receives the 

Whittier Narrows 
6. Class IV Bikeway from El Bosque del Rio Hondo to Lincoln Avenue on San 

Gabriel Boulevard 
7. Class I Bicycle Path from the Rio Hondo to Legg Lake through the Southern 

California Edison Easement 
9. Pellissier Bridge at Blackwill Arena Staging Area 
 
San Jose Creek 
10. Multi-Use Trail and Bridge Connections 
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report, inventory, and verification of acceptance of the specimens by the scientific 
institution, mitigation will be complete. 

GEOLOGY AND SOILS 

G-1: A qualified geotechnical firm shall conduct site specific geotechnical 
investigations during the design of projects that contain a structural component 
such as bridges and foundations (Projects 1, 3, 6, 7, 9, 10, 13, 14, 15, and 16). The 
geotechnical firm shall review the site and grading plans for each project that 
contains a structural component as the Emerald Necklace is implemented and 
comment further on the geotechnical aspects of the project. Geotechnical 
investigations shall disclose the geological conditions of project sites and 
recommend the appropriate measures to be incorporated into the design and 
construction of each project. 

 

 

 

 

Quarry Clasp 
1. Quarry Clasp Park Development  
3. Peck Road Signalized Crossing 
 
Whittier Narrows 
6. Class IV Bikeway from El Bosque del Rio Hondo to Lincoln Avenue on San 

Gabriel Boulevard 
7. Class I Bicycle Path from the Rio Hondo to Legg Lake through the Southern 

California Edison Easement  
9. Pellissier Bridge at Blackwill Arena Staging Area 
 
San Jose Creek  
10. Multi-Use Trail and Bridge Connections 
 
Westside 
13. Rosemead Boulevard Access Ramp 
14. Rosemead Boulevard Underpass  
15. Multi-Use Trail from Rosemead Boulevard to Valley Boulevard 
16. Interstate 10 Freeway Underpass Improvements 
 

HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 

HM-1: Prior to any lane closures, the Watershed Conservation Authority (or its 
contractor) shall prepare a Traffic Control Plan to ensure proper access to 
residences and businesses by emergency vehicles during construction and to 
maintain traffic flow. 

Quarry Clasp 
1. Quarry Clasp Park Development  
2. Quarry Clasp Multi-Use Trail and Bicycle Paths  
3. Peck Road Signalized Crossing 
 
Whittier Narrows 
5. Class I Bicycle Path on Rosemead Boulevard to Legg Lake  
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6. Class IV Bikeway from El Bosque del Rio Hondo to Lincoln Avenue on San 
Gabriel Boulevard 

7. Class I Bicycle Path from the Rio Hondo to Legg Lake through the Southern 
California Edison Easement  

8. Pellissier Village Multi-Use Trail from State Route 60 to Peck Road Bridge  
9. Pellissier Bridge at Blackwill Arena Staging Area 
 
San Jose Creek  
10. Multi-Use Trail and Bridge Connections 
11. Multi-Use Trail from San Jose Creek to the Duck Farm on the San Gabriel 

River 
 
Westside 
12. Alhambra Wash from State Route 60 to the Garvey Community Center  
13. Rosemead Boulevard Access Ramp 
14. Rosemead Boulevard Underpass  
15. Multi-Use Trail from Rosemead Boulevard to Valley Boulevard 
16. Interstate 10 Freeway Underpass Improvements 

HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY 

H-1: Prior to ground disturbing activities or any activity affecting federal or state 
waters, the Watershed Conservation Authority (WCA) shall submit for approval to 
the State Water Resources Control Board, a Notice of Intent (NOI) to be covered 
under a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) General Permit 
for Stormwater Discharges Associated with Construction Activity (General Permit) in 
compliance with Section 402 of the Clean Water Act. As part of the General Permit, 
the WCA shall prepare a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) which will: 
(1) require implementation of Best Management Practices (BMPs) so as to prevent 
a net increase in sediment load in stormwater discharges relative to preconstruction 
levels; (2) prohibit discharges of stormwater or non-stormwater at levels which 
would cause or contribute to an exceedance of any applicable water quality 
standard contained in the regional basin plan; (3) discuss in detail the BMPs for the 
project related to control of sediment and erosion, non sediment pollutants, and 
potential pollutants in non-stormwater discharges; (4) describe post-construction 
BMPs for the project; (5) explain the monitoring and maintenance program for the 

Quarry Clasp 
1. Quarry Clasp Park Development  
2. Quarry Clasp Multi-Use Trail and Bicycle Paths  
3. Peck Road Signalized Crossing 
 
Whittier Narrows 
5. Class I Bicycle Path on Rosemead Boulevard to Legg Lake  
6. Class IV Bikeway from El Bosque del Rio Hondo to Lincoln Avenue on San 

Gabriel Boulevard 
7. Class I Bicycle Path from the Rio Hondo to Legg Lake through the Southern 

California Edison Easement  
8. Pellissier Village Multi-Use Trail from State Route 60 to Peck Road Bridge  
9. Pellissier Bridge at Blackwill Arena Staging Area 
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project’s BMPs; (6) require reporting of violations to the RWQCB; and (7) list the 
parties responsible for SWPPP implementation and BMP maintenance both during 
and after construction. Upon acceptance of the NOI by the State Board, the WCA 
shall implement the SWPPP and will modify the SWPPP as directed by the Storm 
Water Permit. 

San Jose Creek  
10. Multi-Use Trail and Bridge Connections 
11. Multi-Use Trail from San Jose Creek to the Duck Farm on the San Gabriel 

River 
 
Westside 
12. Alhambra Wash from State Route 60 to the Garvey Community Center  
13. Rosemead Boulevard Access Ramp 
14. Rosemead Boulevard Underpass  
15. Multi-Use Trail from Rosemead Boulevard to Valley Boulevard 
16. Interstate 10 Freeway Underpass Improvements 

NOISE 

N-1: Prior to approval of grading plans and/or issuance of building permits, plans 
shall include a note indicating that noise-generating project construction activities 
shall only occur between the hours of 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. on weekdays, with no 
activity allowed on Sundays or holidays. The project construction supervisor shall 
ensure compliance with the note and the County shall conduct periodic inspection 
at its discretion. 

Quarry Clasp 
1. Quarry Clasp Park Development  
2. Quarry Clasp Multi-Use Trail and Bicycle Paths  
3. Peck Road Signalized Crossing 
 
Whittier Narrows 
5. Class I Bicycle Path on Rosemead Boulevard to Legg Lake  
6. Class IV Bikeway from El Bosque del Rio Hondo to Lincoln Avenue on San 

Gabriel Boulevard 
7. Class I Bicycle Path from the Rio Hondo to Legg Lake through the Southern 

California Edison Easement  
8. Pellissier Village Multi-Use Trail from State Route 60 to Peck Road Bridge  
9. Pellissier Bridge at Blackwill Arena Staging Area 
 
San Jose Creek  
10. Multi-Use Trail and Bridge Connections 
11. Multi-Use Trail from San Jose Creek to the Duck Farm on the San Gabriel 

River 
 
Westside 
12. Alhambra Wash from State Route 60 to the Garvey Community Center  
13. Rosemead Boulevard Access Ramp 
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14. Rosemead Boulevard Underpass  
15. Multi-Use Trail from Rosemead Boulevard to Valley Boulevard 
16. Interstate 10 Freeway Underpass Improvements 

N-2: Prior to Proposed Project construction, the construction contractors shall 
equip all construction equipment, fixed or mobile, with properly operating and 
maintained mufflers, consistent with manufacturers’ standards. The construction 
contractor shall place all stationary construction equipment so that emitted noise is 
directed away from the noise sensitive receptors nearest to the project site. 

Quarry Clasp 
1. Quarry Clasp Park Development  
2. Quarry Clasp Multi-Use Trail and Bicycle Paths  
3. Peck Road Signalized Crossing 
 
Whittier Narrows 
5. Class I Bicycle Path on Rosemead Boulevard to Legg Lake  
6. Class IV Bikeway from El Bosque del Rio Hondo to Lincoln Avenue on San 

Gabriel Boulevard 
7. Class I Bicycle Path from the Rio Hondo to Legg Lake through the Southern 

California Edison Easement  
8. Pellissier Village Multi-Use Trail from State Route 60 to Peck Road Bridge  
9. Pellissier Bridge at Blackwill Arena Staging Area 
 
San Jose Creek  
10. Multi-Use Trail and Bridge Connections 
11. Multi-Use Trail from San Jose Creek to the Duck Farm on the San Gabriel 

River 
 
Westside 
12. Alhambra Wash from State Route 60 to the Garvey Community Center  
13. Rosemead Boulevard Access Ramp 
14. Rosemead Boulevard Underpass  
15. Multi-Use Trail from Rosemead Boulevard to Valley Boulevard 
16. Interstate 10 Freeway Underpass Improvements 

N-3: The construction contractor shall locate equipment staging in areas that will 
create the greatest distance between construction-related noise sources and noise-
sensitive receivers nearest the project site throughout the project construction 
period. 

Quarry Clasp 
1. Quarry Clasp Park Development  
2. Quarry Clasp Multi-Use Trail and Bicycle Paths  
3. Peck Road Signalized Crossing 
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Whittier Narrows 
5. Class I Bicycle Path on Rosemead Boulevard to Legg Lake  
6. Class IV Bikeway from El Bosque del Rio Hondo to Lincoln Avenue on San 

Gabriel Boulevard 
7. Class I Bicycle Path from the Rio Hondo to Legg Lake through the Southern 

California Edison Easement  
8. Pellissier Village Multi-Use Trail from State Route 60 to Peck Road Bridge  
9. Pellissier Bridge at Blackwill Arena Staging Area 
 
San Jose Creek  
10. Multi-Use Trail and Bridge Connections 
11. Multi-Use Trail from San Jose Creek to the Duck Farm on the San Gabriel 

River 
 
Westside 
12. Alhambra Wash from State Route 60 to the Garvey Community Center  
13. Rosemead Boulevard Access Ramp 
14. Rosemead Boulevard Underpass  
15. Multi-Use Trail from Rosemead Boulevard to Valley Boulevard 
16. Interstate 10 Freeway Underpass Improvements 

N-4: The construction contractor shall limit haul truck deliveries to the same hours 
specified for construction equipment (between the hours of 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
on weekdays, with no activity allowed on Sundays or holidays). The contractor shall 
prepare a haul route exhibit and shall design delivery routes to minimize the 
exposure of sensitive land uses or residential dwellings to delivery truck-related 
noise. 

Quarry Clasp 
1. Quarry Clasp Park Development  
2. Quarry Clasp Multi-Use Trail and Bicycle Paths  
3. Peck Road Signalized Crossing 
 
Whittier Narrows 
5. Class I Bicycle Path on Rosemead Boulevard to Legg Lake  
6. Class IV Bikeway from El Bosque del Rio Hondo to Lincoln Avenue on San 

Gabriel Boulevard 
7. Class I Bicycle Path from the Rio Hondo to Legg Lake through the Southern 

California Edison Easement  
8. Pellissier Village Multi-Use Trail from State Route 60 to Peck Road Bridge  
9. Pellissier Bridge at Blackwill Arena Staging Area 
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San Jose Creek  
10. Multi-Use Trail and Bridge Connections 
11. Multi-Use Trail from San Jose Creek to the Duck Farm on the San Gabriel 

River 
 
Westside 
12. Alhambra Wash from State Route 60 to the Garvey Community Center  
13. Rosemead Boulevard Access Ramp 
14. Rosemead Boulevard Underpass  
15. Multi-Use Trail from Rosemead Boulevard to Valley Boulevard 
16. Interstate 10 Freeway Underpass Improvements 
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Watershed Conservation Authority 
100 North Old San Gabriel Canyon Road 
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