MINUTES
BOARD MEETING
WATERSHED CONSERVATION AUTHORITY (WCA)
March 16, 2017

CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order by Board member Uranga at 1:59 p.m. The meeting was held at: The
Garvey Center.

FLAG SALUTE
ROLL CALL

MEMBERS PRESENT

Ms. Debra Mendelsohn (for Supervisor Barger)

Mr. Armond Ghazarian (for Mr. Pestrella)

Ms. Herlinda Chico (for Supervisor Hahn)

Ms. Janet Chin, Chair (for Supervisor Solis)

Mr. Roberto Uranga (Rivers & Mountains Conservancy)
Ms. Lacey Johnson (for Supervisor Ridley-Thomas)

MEMBERS ABSENT

Mr. Frank Colonna (Rivers & Mountains Conservancy)
Mr. Dan Arrighi (Rivers & Mountains Conservancy)

STAFF PRESENT

Mark Stanley, Executive Officer
Debbie Enos, Deputy Executive Officer
Dena Williams, Board Secretary

Salian Garcia, Fiscal Manager

Rob Romanek, Project Manager
Johnathan Perisho, Project Manager
Roxana Marashi, Project Manager

Joe Gonzalez, Project Manager

David Edsall, Counsel

ADMINISTRATION OF OATH OF OFFICE TO NEW GOVERNING BOARD MEMBERS
Herlinda Chico was sworn in as a new governing board member.

PUBLIC COMMENT

There were no public comments.



6.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

There were two sets of minutes from September 15, 2016 and January 19, 2017.

Board member Mendelsohn motioned to approve the minutes. Board member Mendelsohn

abstained the September 15, 2016 minutes. Minutes were approved.

7.

RECOGNITIONS
The Executive Officer introduced Elias Elkas as the agency’s new Fiscal Manager.
EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORTS

LIAISON & ACTIVITIES REPORT

The Executive Officer stated that there is quite a bit of legislation going on in Sacramento and wanted
to just briefly mention what bills and initiatives are available to the WCA. Mr. Stanley stated that the
author for AB18 is Eduardo Garcia and if approved by the voters, this bill would authorize the issuance
of bonds in the amount of $3,005,000,000 to finance a clean water, climate and coastal protection and
outdoor access for all programs.

Mr. Stanley stated that the author for SB5 is Kevin DelLeon and if approved by the voters, this bill
would authorize the issuance of bonds in an amount of $3,500,000,000 to finance a drought, water,
parks, climate, coastal protection and outdoor access for all programs.

Mr. Stanley stated that the author for AB1558 is Cristina Garcia which is the Urban River restoration
program and would require the board and the department to consider the proposal as a pilot project.

Mr. Stanley stated that the author for SB693 is D. Mendoza which would specifically authorize the
establishment of the Lower San Gabriel River Recreation and Park District and would also authorize
specified city councils and the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors to appoint the initial board of
directors of the district.

Mr. Stanley stated that the author for AB466 is D. Bocanegra which would require the Secretary of the
Natural Resources Agency to appoint a local working group to develop a revitalization plan for the Los
Angeles River tributaries and watershed.

Mr. Stanley mentioned that the San Gabriel Discovery Center has been issued a license agreement for
SGRDCA site access and payment of pre-construction activities and that there will be a retreat
scheduled for the board members sometime in April.

Mr. Stanley mentioned that the Duck Farm project received additional comments from Caltrans ROW
division, a grading plan check has been approved and secured and SCE approved a permit extension.
He also mentioned that a labor compliance plan has been prepared and the project is moving towards
construction in the Fall of 2017.

Mr. Stanley mentioned that a major outreach survey will be launched for the Gateway Cities and
Rivers Urban Greening Master Plan and staff will be asking partners and stakeholders to help widely
distribute links in both English and Spanish and staff is also currently actively engaged in developing



10.

11.

12.

13.

the scope of work for web development.

Mr. Stanley mentioned that during the spring and early summer of 2016, the MRCA rangers
contracted by the WCA began responding to an increased number of public complaints at Mt. Baldy
Wilderness Preserve concerning users parking in unauthorized areas and blocking access for
neighboring residents. For this reason, authorized deputies from the Los Angeles and San Bernardino
County Sheriff Departments are now issuing citations and have been enforcing park rules on the
property. WCA is also exploring additional solutions to support parking enforcement, such as adding
“tow” signage to existing no parking/no stopping signs, in anticipation for the summer. Board member
Chico asked if there were law enforcement agencies located on the property and Mr. Stanley
answered there were not any “sub-stations” located on the property but that they assist on their
regular patrols.

Mr. Stanley mentioned that for the San Gabriel River Confluence with Cattle Canyon Project a
summarization of the scoping comments from the Notice of Intent/Notice of Preparation has been
submitted and that a release of a DEIS/DEIR for public review is scheduled for early summer 2017.

Mr. Stanley mentioned that staff continues to engage with the Tzu Chi Foundation for the Walnut
Creek Habitat & Open Space to finalize terms for trail right-of-way necessary for the project. Madam
Chair Chin asked what the acreage was for this project and Mr. Stanley answered approximately %
acre is obtained by the Tzu Chi on the West end side of the property and it is a total of 54 acres owned
by the WCA.

EXPENDITURE REPORT

Salian stated that the FY 16/17 Budget with balances is attached at Exhibit A, the Statements of
Receipts and Disbursements from the Los Angeles County Auditor-Controller is attached as Exhibit B
and key elements of the Expenditure Report are summarized below in the staff report. Salian gave a
brief synopsis of the Revenues received and Expenditures and no questions were asked from the
Board.

CONSENT CALENDAR
FUND BALANCE REPORT

CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE SIGNATORY AUTHORIZATION FOR
CHAIRPERSON AND VICE CHAIRPERSON.

CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE SIGNATORY AUTHORIZATION FOR FISCAL
MANAGER.

CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION RATIFYING AN INTERAGENCY AGREEMENT EXTENSION
WITH LOS ANGELES COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE TO CONDUCT WEED
ABATEMENT SERVICES.

Board member Uranga motioned to approve these items. Board member Johnson seconded the

motion. Board voted. 5 Ayes, 0 Nays & 0 Abstentions.

REGULAR CALENDAR
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CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE A CONTRACT AMENDMENT TO A
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT WITH BLUEGREEN CONSULTING FOR PLANNING,
DESIGN AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES FOR THE SAN GABRIEL RIVER CONFLUENCE WITH
CATTLE CANYON IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT.

Joe stated that that San Gabriel River confluence with Cattle Canyon Improvements Project
conducted in cooperation with the Angeles National Forest and San Gabriel Mountain
National Monument seeks to address unsustainable recreation practices along a portion of
the East Fork of the San Gabriel River, located within the San Gabriel Canyon. He also stated
that on September 15th, 2016 the WCA board approved an amendment for add-services to
BlueGreen’s original scope to prepare an EIR and EIS in lieu of preparing a Mitigated Negative
Declaration and Environmental Assessment to assist the agencies with CEQA and the NEPA
compliance.

Joe went on to say that as a result of an unanticipated discovery, a Phase Il investigation is
required to determine how sensitive the sites are and includes preparation of a work plan and
ARPA permit, archival research and limited subsurface testing at two archaeological sites.

Joe mentioned this action will authorize the Executive Officer to execute a second contract
amendment to BlueGreen Consulting to have their sub-consultant ESA complete an add
service to perform a Phase Il cultural resources investigation and technical report; this action
will increase the contract value up to $33,300 for a total new amended contract value not to
exceed $633,300.

Board member Uranga motioned to approve this resolution. Board member Chico seconded the

motion. Board voted. 5 Ayes, 0 Nays & 0 Abstentions.

15.

CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE NEGOTIATIONS FOR THE ACQUISITION
OF FOOTHILL PARCELS FROM GLENDORA COMMUNITY CONSERVANCY. THE PROPERTIES
ARE AS DESCRIBED AS APN NOS. 8636-047-021, -022, -023; 8636-013-005, -006; 8636-013-
012; 8636-039-024; 8636-016-009; 8636-019-001, 8626-019-006; 8658-002-033; 8636-026-
013; 8658-002-032; 8636-026-025, -028; 8636-020-034. PROPERTY OWNER: GLENDORA
COMMUNITY CONSERVANCY. WCA NEGOTIATOR: MARK STANLEY.

Ms. Enos stated that WCA seeks board authorization to conduct pre-acquisition and due
diligence reviews towards a transfer and conveyance of the subject properties from Glendora
Community Conservancy to ensure clean title is obtained and to fully understand the
management and operational challenges that may exist and if those will be hurdles to taking
title.

Ms. Enos also stated that initial due diligence investigation shall be funded from a small
contract request of the RMC not to exceed $10,000. Board Member Mendelsohn asked what it
the time frame for the due diligence to take place and has the community expressed any concern. Ms.
Enos answered that there was a preliminary conversation with the City of Glendora and they stated
they would send out letters to the community if needed but have not actually spoken with the general
public about it.



Board Member Chico stated that there is potential for direct public use, educational programing,
community stewardship, restoration and habitat enhancement and wanted to know if there were
programs of this nature already in place. Ms. Enos answered that the Colby trail is active and has
public access already and that there are opportunities where they take groups for public events for
special days and there is also a nature center on the property.

Board Member Uranga asked if the parcels have been appraised. Ms. Enos answered that there had
not been an appraisal done, and the WCA is trying to have a no cost transfer at this point.

Board member Mendelsohn motioned to approve this resolution. Board member Uranga seconded

the motion. Board voted. 5 Ayes, 0 Nays & 0 Abstentions.

16.

17.

CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION TO ADOPT A LABOR COMPLIANCE PROGRAM.

This item was tabled.

CONSIDERATION OF 1) A RESOLUTION CERTIFYING THE FINAL PROGRAM ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT REPORT PREPARED FOR THE EMERALD NECKLACE IMPLEMENTATION PLAN- PHASE
1; AND ADOPTING FINDINGS OF FACT, AND A MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORT
PROGRAM PURSUANT TO THE CALIFORNIA ENVIONMENTAL QUALITY ACT; AND, 2) A
RESOLUTION ADOPTING AND APPROVING THE EMERALD NECKLACE IMPLEMENTATION
PLAN - PHASE 1.

Rob stated that staff recommends that the governing board consider a resolution to certify
the Final Program Environmental Impact Report prepared for the Emerald Necklace
Implementation Plan-Phase | and adopt findings of fact and adopt a mitigation monitoring
and report program. Rob also stated that if the Final Program Environmental Impact Report
for the Emerald Necklace Implementation Plan-Phase | is certified, the board is being asked to
consider a resolution to adopt and approve the Emerald Necklace Implementation Plan-Phase
.

Rob also stated that two separate resolutions are recommended to be considered by the
W(CA Governing Board as part of this item. Rob mentioned the first resolution is for certifying
the Final PEIR and the second resolution recommends adopting and approving the
Implementation Plan once the Final PEIR is certified. Rob also mentioned that due to the
length of the Implementation Plan, it was not attached as an exhibit to the staff report, but is
incorporated by reference and can be viewed on the WCA website and there will not be any
fiscal impact associated with the recommended action.

Board Member Mendelsohn asked what is the criteria that will be used for prioritizing the
projects. Rob answered by saying that a coordination committee will be handling that aspect
and there will be a meeting in a couple of weeks. Mark stated that there is no funding
available yet and so the coordination committee will still continue to meet while the
Implementation Plan is being formed.

Board Member Chico stated that she is apprehensive in approving a final EIR for a project that



she was not involved in, if she abstains, will that make a difference in the vote. Mark
answered that it would not make a difference if she abstains. Deputy Attorney General David
Edsall, Jr. asked that the board make separate motions for each resolution.

Madam Chair Chin motioned to approve part 1 of the resolution. Board member Uranga seconded
the motion for part 1. Board voted. 4 Ayes, 0 Nays & 1 Abstention. Board member Uranga
motioned to approve part 2 of this resolution. Board member Mendelsohn seconded the motion.
Board voted. 4 Ayes, 0 Nays & 1 Abstention.

20. ANNOUNCEMENT OF NEXT MEETING DATE

The next meeting will be held on May 25, 2017. The WCA retreat will be held on April 28th with a
location to be determined later.

21. ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned by Madam Chair Chin at approximately 2:56 pm.

X X

M. Janet Chin Dena Williams
Chair Board Secretary




