
DATE: May 25, 2017 

TO: Watershed Conservation Authority Governing Board 

FROM: WCA Staff 

THROUGH: Mark Stanley, Executive Officer  

SUBJECT: Item 8:  Liaison and Activities Report 

April 28, 2017 Board Retreat 

Thank you, Board Members and Staff for an engaging and successful Board Retreat! 

Your participation and dedication to the process was greatly appreciated, as is your on-going engagement, 
sharing of expertise, facilitation to address challenges, pursue opportunities, and most importantly your 
shared commitment to growing a sustainable WCA with the capacity and tools necessary to meet the growing 
and diverse needs of our collective watersheds and communities.   

Staff has prepared a Strategic Planning Binder for your use and reference and Latino Consultants has 
generated a Retreat Summary Report and will provide a short report-out presentation on the retreat and 
draft action item timeline for receipt and file.  
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Legislative Update     
 
For full text and history of bills and initiatives, visit these web sites: 
 
Federal Bills:       https://www.congress.gov 

State Bills:           http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/ 
 

STATE LEGISLATION 

Current as of 5/22/17 
 

The following is the status of legislative bills that have been introduced in the current session by Senate and 
Assembly potentially of interest to the WCA. Bills can be tracked on the legislative website: 
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/ 
 

PARKS AND WATER 
 
AB 18 (Garcia, Eduardo D)   California Clean Water, Climate, and Coastal Protection and Outdoor Access 
For All Act of 2018.  Introduced:  12/5/2016 Last amended Date: 3/8/17  
 
Summary: An act to add Chapter 14 (commencing with Section 5880) to Division 5 of the Public Resources 
Code, relating to a clean water, climate, and coastal protection and outdoor access for all program, by 
providing the funds necessary therefor through an election for the issuance and sale of bonds of the State of 
California and for the handling and disposition of those funds, and declaring the urgency thereof, to take 
effect immediately. 
 
The bill would enact the California Clean Water, Climate, and Coastal Protection and Outdoor Access for All 
Act of 2018, which, if approved by the voters, would authorize the issuance of bonds in an amount of 
$3,105,000,000 pursuant to the State General Obligation Bond Law to finance a clean water, climate, and 
coastal protection and outdoor access for all program.  Note that both SB 5 (DeLeon) and AB 18 (Garcia) 
have very specific allocations for the 10 Statewide Conservancies and other river and park funding that will 
have an impact on the work of the two local State Conservancies.   

SB 5 (DeLeon, Kevin D)   California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, Coastal Protection, and Outdoor Access 
for All Act 2018.  Introduced:  12/5/2016 Last Amended Date: 05/10/17  
 
Summary: An act to add Division 45 (commencing with Section 80000) to the Public Resources Code, relating 
to a drought, water, parks, climate, coastal protection, and outdoor access for all program, by providing the 
funds necessary therefor through an election for the issuance and sale of bonds of the State of California and 
for the handling and disposition of those funds, and declaring the urgency thereof, to take effect 
immediately. 

This bill would enact the California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, Coastal Protection, and Outdoor Access 
For All Act of 2018, which, if approved by the voters, would authorize the issuance of bonds in an amount of 
$3,500,000,000 pursuant to the State General Obligation Bond Law to finance a drought, water, parks, 
climate, coastal protection, and outdoor access for all program. The bill would provide for the submission of 
these provisions to the voters at the June 5, 2018, statewide primary direct election. This bill would declare 
that it is to take effect immediately as an urgency statute. 
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This bill has very specific funds set aside for the 10 State Conservancies. It I anticipated that final allocations 
will be made once parties agree to the allocations. The chart below highlights some of the key comparisons 
between Assembly Bill 18 (E.Garcia) and Senate Bill 5 (De Leon). 
 

 
 
AB 1483 (Daly D)   Local parks. Introduced:  2/17/2017 Status: 2/17/2017-Read first time. To print. 
 
Summary:  There is hereby established in state government the Housing-Related Parks Program, to be 
administered by the department, using funds allocated, upon appropriation, under subdivision (d) of Section 
53545, for the purpose of providing grants for the creation, development, or rehabilitation of park and 
recreation facilities to cities, counties, and cities and counties based on the issuance of building permits for 
new housing units, or housing units substantially rehabilitated, acquired, or preserved with committed 
assistance from the city, county, or city and county, that are affordable to very low or low-income 
households. 
 
Appropriated $50,000,000 from the General Fund to the Housing Urban-Suburban-and-Rural Parks Account 
in the 2017–18 fiscal year. These funds shall be available to the department for grants for housing-related 
parks in urban, suburban, and rural areas, pursuant to this chapter. 
 

AB 1558 (Garcia, Cristina D)   Los Angeles River: River Ranger Program 
Introduced:  2/17/2017 Status: 3/28/2017 Amended  
 
Summary: This bill would require the San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers and Mountains 
Conservancy and the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy to collaborate with the Department of Parks 
and Recreation, the California Conservation Corps, and the State Lands Commission to develop a river 

Item 8

3



 

 
 

ranger program to provide a network of river rangers who assist the public at sites along the Los Angeles 
River and its tributaries, as prescribed. The bill would require the conservancies, no later than June 30, 
2018, to develop a plan for the design and implementation of the program, containing specified 
components and information, and to provide a copy of the completed plan to certain legislative 
committees by that date. 
 
SB 693 (Mendoza D)   Lower San Gabriel River Recreation and Park District.  Introduced:  2/17/2017 
Status: 2/17/2017-Introduced.  
 
Summary: Would specifically authorize the establishment of the Lower San Gabriel River Recreation and 
Park District, by petition or resolution submitted to the Los Angeles County Local Agency Formation 
Commission before January 1, 2020, subject to specified existing laws governing recreation and park 
districts, including their formation, except as provided. The bill would authorize specified city councils and 
the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors to appoint the initial board of directors of the district. 

AB 466 (Bocanegra D)   Los Angeles River Tributaries and Watershed Working Group. 
Introduced:  2/13/2017 Status: 2/14/2017 
 
Summary: Would require the Secretary of the Natural Resources Agency to appoint, in consultation with the 
Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors to the extent the board wishes to consult, a local working group to 
develop a revitalization plan for the Los Angeles River tributaries and watershed, called the Los Angeles River 
Tributaries and Watershed Working Group. The bill would require the secretary to consider requests from 
local agency representatives to participate in the working group and would authorize the working group to 
include specified representatives. 
 
AB 1235 (Daly D)   Santa Ana River Conservancy Program.  Introduced:  2/17/2017 
Status: 2/17/2017-Read first time. 
 
Summary: Current law establishes the State Coastal Conservancy with prescribed powers and 
responsibilities for implementing and administering various programs intended to preserve, protect, and 
restore the state’s coastal areas. Current law also establishes the Santa Ana River Conservancy Program, to 
be administered by the conservancy, for purposes related to the implementation of projects to restore, 
preserve, and enhance specified lands in the Santa Ana River region, as defined. This bill would declare the 
intent of the Legislature to enact subsequent legislation that would identify new funding sources to support 
the program.  

CLIMATE CHANGE 
 

SB-263 Leyva (S) Climate Assistance Centers Introduced: 02/08/17 Status: Sen Environmental Quality 
Committee Hearing Date: 03/29/17 
 
Summary: Existing law creates the Transformative Climate Communities Program, which is administered by 
the Strategic Growth Council. Existing law requires the council to award competitive grants to specified 
eligible entities for the development and implementation of neighborhood-level transformative climate 
community plans that include greenhouse gas emissions reduction projects that provide local economic, 
environmental, and health benefits to disadvantaged communities, as defined.  
 
The California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 designates the State Air Resources Board as the state 
agency charged with monitoring and regulating sources of emissions of greenhouse gases. The act authorizes 
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the state board to include the use of market-based compliance mechanisms. Existing law requires all moneys, 
except for fines and penalties, collected by the state board as part of a market-based compliance mechanism 
to be deposited in the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund and to be available upon appropriation. 
 
This bill would require the council to establish no less than 10 regional climate assistance centers, equitably 
distributed across urban and rural areas of the state, to build the capacity of local community organizations, 
municipalities, and small businesses from disadvantaged communities to participate in state climate 
investment programs, as specified. Funds would be allocated through the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
to community based and nonprofit organizations to engage with climate assistance centers and conduct 
outreach in disadvantaged communities, as specified. The bill would require the council and the state board 
to make a specified report to the Legislature. 
 
AB 1433 (Wood D)   Climate Adaptation and Resilience Based on Nature Act. 
Introduced:  2/17/2017 Status: 2/17/2017-Read first time.  
 
Summary: Would create the Climate Adaptation and Resilience Based on Nature Account in the 
Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund and would transfer, beginning in the 2017–18 fiscal year, 20% of the 
annual proceeds of the fund to the account. The bill would, upon appropriation by the Legislature in the 
annual Budget Act, make available the moneys in the account to the Wildlife Conservation Board for grants 
and programs that facilitate actions to protect and improve the resilience of natural systems and to reduce 
emissions of greenhouse gases.  

AB 1530 (Gonzalez Fletcher D)   Urban forestry. Introduced:  2/17/2017 Status: 2/17/2017-Read first time. 
To print. 
 
Summary: The California Urban Forestry Act of 1978 has as a stated purpose the promotion of the use of 
urban forest resources for purposes of increasing integrated projects with multiple benefits in urban 
communities. This bill would provide that the purpose of the act is also to promote policies and incentives 
that advance improved maintenance of urban forest canopy to optimize multiple benefits, among other 
purposes. This bill contains other related provisions and other current laws. 

San Gabriel National Monument: In October 2014, President Barack Obama designated 346,177 acres of 
land as the San Gabriel Mountains National Monument (Attachment A), the eighth national monument 
under Forest Service management. All the land included in the National Monument was already existing 
federal land as part of the National Forest. The designation provided additional resources for the San 
Gabriel Mountains and ensured that thousands of miles of streams, hiking trails, and other outdoor 
recreation opportunities would be protected. President Obama's declaration also required public input, 
which resulted in the creation of the San Gabriel Mountains National Monument Community Collaborative 
(Collaborative). Since its formation, the Collaborative has been tasked with bringing diverse partners and 
residents together to identify, prioritize and advocate for investments, management objectives, and values 
that sustainably benefit the Angeles National Forest, the San Gabriel Mountains National Monument, and 
all communities throughout the region.  

On April 26, 2017, President Trump signed an executive order (Attachment B) directing the Secretary of the 
Interior to review all National Monuments established under the Antiquities Act over the past 21 years 
where the designation covers more than 100,000 acres which includes San Gabriel Mountains National 
Monument. The Secretary of the Interior is to review all National Monuments based on the following 
criteria:  
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 The requirements and original objectives of the Act, including the Act's requirement that 
reservations of land not exceed "the smallest area compatible with the proper care and 
management of the objects to be protected";  

 Whether designated lands are appropriately classified under the Act as "historic landmarks, historic 
and prehistoric structures, or other objects of historic or scientific interest";  

 The effects of a designation on the available uses of designated Federal lands, including 
consideration of the multiple-use policy of the Federal Land Policy and Management, as well as the 
effects on the available uses of Federal lands beyond the monument boundaries;  

 The effects of a designation on the use and enjoyment of non-Federal lands within or beyond 
monument boundaries;  

 Concerns of State, tribal, and local governments affected by a designation, including the economic 
development and fiscal condition of affected States, tribes, and localities; and  

 The availability of Federal resources to properly manage designated areas.  

The Secretary of the Interior is providing an interim report within 45 days to the President and a final report 
within 120 days of the date of the order.  

On May 2, 2017, the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors passed a motion (Attachment C) to direct the 
Chief Executive Office, in coordination with the Washington, DC Legislative Advocates, to send a five-
signature letter to the Los Angeles County’s congressional delegation (Attachment D), requesting their 
support to advocate and seek legislation that protects the existing National Monuments from ending. On 
May 18, 2017, the San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments voted to support the San Gabriel Mountains 
as a National Monument and sent a letter to LA County’s congressional delegation requesting their support 
to advocate and seek legislation to protect the existing National Monument from ending. Additionally, the 
Collaborative will consider a letter at their May 25th meeting highlighting that the San Gabriel Mountains 
National Monument meets all the criteria, as established in the Executive Order, to keep its designation as 
a National Monument.  

San Gabriel Valley Greenway Network: On May 2, 2017, The Board of Supervisors unanimously approved a 
motion by Supervisors Hilda Solis and Kathryn Barger to begin the transformation of County flood control 
channels, washes and creeks in the San Gabriel Valley into bikeable, walkable, and pedestrian-friendly 
networks. 
 
Dubbed the “San Gabriel Valley Greenway Network,” this is a collaborative effort between the San Gabriel 
Valley Council of Governments (SGVCOG), its member cities, and numerous community-based organizations, 
including WCA and Bike SGV. 
 
The network was listed as a priority active transportation project by the SGVCOG, has received grant funding 
from Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG), and will be eligible to tap into Measure A 
funding and up to $231 million in available Measure M funding. 
 
The motion directs the County Departments of Public Works and Parks and Recreation to coordinate with 
the Healthy Design Workgroup, the WCA, and SGVCOG, in cooperation with Metro, Caltrans and SCAG, to 
develop a strategic implementation plan for the San Gabriel Valley Greenway Network and report back to 
the Board of Supervisors in 90 days. 
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WCA CONTRACTED PROJECTS 

San Gabriel Discovery Center Authority: Army Corps released a comment letter on May 8th, 2017 while the 
project is still under review for plan check approval. The SGRDCA and LA County Parks and Recreation have 
executed a license agreement dated February 2017 for SGRDCA site access and payment of pre-construction 
activities. SGRDCA continues to submit monthly project progress reports to LA Sanitation Districts as the 
Authority continues to receive funds from the Supplemental Environmental Project for design fees and 
administrative costs. The project team is targeting the end of May 2017 to obtain all necessary plan check 
approvals. This timing is dependent on Army Corps of Engineers completing their reviews within the next 8 
weeks. 
 
The San Gabriel River Discovery Center Project is 5.9 redevelopment that will replace the existing Whittier 
Narrows Nature Center (WNNC) with the following enhancements: constructed wetland, naturalized 
bioswale, Walnut Woodland restoration, habitat buffer, two outdoor classrooms, interpretive center with 
exhibits, vehicular access and parking, pedestrian pathways and other interpretive elements. The Center’s 
mission is to inspire environmental stewardship by providing accessible and engaging watershed and 
environmental education to the public. 
 

WCA PROJECTS & PROPERTIES 

Duck Farm Project: Resubmitted plans to LA County Building and Safety Divisions (Architecture, Plumbing 
and Electrical); receiving approval from Electrical and additional comments from Architecture and Plumbing, 
as well as, Landscape Development Division’s Roads and Streets.  This represents that last remaining permit 
plan check approvals remaining. WCA is currently in negotiations with AECOM Design Team over level of 
effort cost proposal to complete the necessary corrections for resubmittal.    
 
WCA has held two coordination meetings with LA County Parks and Recreation staff and LACBOS 
representatives. County has offered to assist with permitting if needed, including working with WCA and LA 
County Department of Health regarding restroom waste system.  County is considering and initially 
supportive of operating and maintaining the River Park once construction is completed—further discussions 
are needed. 
 
WCA staff met with LA County Sherriff Parks Division personnel to tour the Duck Farm property as a potential 
site to relocate the existing Sherriff substation located in the Whittier Narrows Recreation Area at the Nature 
Center facility.  Further investigation by Sherriff’s is required to assess site and utility easement constraints 
against their operational needs and facility specifications.  Staff will provide updates on this opportunity as 
warranted.   
 
WCA is developing a Labor Compliance Program in coordination with LA County Public Works, staff is 
exploring options and will report on status at June Board meeting as discussions and negotiations are still in-
process.  A Board adopted and California Department of Industrial Relations approved planned is required as 
a condition of the State Bonds under which WCA was granted implementation funding.  
 
Received additional comments from Caltrans ROW Division, requested documents were updated and 
returned for final review and approval to update Ingress/Egress easement, and obtain permit and fully 
executed Maintenance and Operations Agreement.  
 
The project is moving towards construction in Winter 2017/2018. 
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The Phase 1A Duck Farm project involves the development of a 30+ acre river adjacent park project that 
includes a neighborhood park entry, public access trails, riparian landscape, a native plant demonstration 
garden, native and low water meadows, a river overlook and interpretation features. 
 
Duck Farm Outreach: WCA held a Mural Painting Earth Day event with the community on-site (4/29/17) 
funded by a $5,000 Environmental License Plate grant from the RMC.  There were over a hundred attendees, 
music, food, hats, duckling plush give-aways a tour of the property and very positive energy from supportive 
neighbors and community. It was a very fun event and the mural came out great!  Thanks to Board Chari 
Janet Chin and Son for attending and to Supervisor Solis’ office for sending a representative to help paint and 
present both the RMC and WCA with commemorative certificates. As well as, a special thanks to Superior 
Products owner for donating his laborers and materials to apply a protective coating on the mural and for 
any future follow-up services and Coiner Nursery for suppling greenery and colorful tree roses to beautify 
the event site. See images of the community at work and their graphic below: 
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Emerald Necklace: Following the formal adoption of the Final Programmatic EIR by the WCA Board in March 
2017 WCA staff continues to engage County staff and partners on roles, next steps, and securing funding for 
priority implementations.  Staff provided a presentation of the Master Plan to the San Gabriel Valley Council 
of Government’s Transportation Committee on May 18, 2017.   
 
 

 
The Emerald Necklace is a 17-mile interconnected network of existing and envisioned bikeways, multi-use 
trails, parks, and greenways along the Rio Hondo and the San Gabriel River. Along the Rio Hondo the Emerald 
Necklace stretches from Peck Road Water Conservation Park in the north to the Whittier Narrows Recreation 
Areas in the south. Along the San Gabriel River it stretches from Hanson Quarry in the north to Whittier 
Narrows Recreational Area in the south.   
 
The Emerald Necklace Implementation Plan – Phase 1 (Proposed Project) includes 15 related projects that 
would close gaps in a regional recreational trails network and increase access to the trails to hundreds of 
thousands of people in the project area. 
 
GREEN Project:  Staff is developing the scope of work for web development for both the GREEN Project Portal, 
and the pilot Gateway Greening Plan content, which will be the final format for the Gateway Cities and Rivers 
Urban Greening Master Plan. The WCA is considering working with Sabio, a local web development training 
group that focuses on complex, real-world applications. This would involve staff teaming with a group of 
approximately 12 students and 2 web architect/trainers to form the foundation of the web portal this 
October to December 2017. 
 
http://www.sabio.la/ 
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The Green Regional Environmental Enhancement Network (GREEN) Project is a planning and project 
implementation initiative supporting watershed-based greening efforts to help support collaboration in the 
wider Los Angeles and Orange County area. The scope of the project includes regional data collection and 
assessments, identification of priority projects, and community engagement strategies culminating in the 
launch of an online GREEN project portal to share data and information, and to catalyze investments and 
positive change. 
 
Gateway Cities and Rivers Urban Greening Master Plan:  The first major outreach survey has been launched 
and staff continues to connect with partners and stakeholders to help widely distribute links in both English 
and Spanish. WCA staff will be at both the WRD Groundwater Festival this Saturday May 20 and the Multi-
Use Trail Etiquette Clinic Sunday June 4. 
 
Advisory meetings are held quarterly on the third Tuesday of every third month at the Gateway COG offices, 
with the next meeting planned for Tuesday July 18. 
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With a grant from the Strategic Growth Council and partner collaboration the WCA is developing a green 
infrastructure plan for the Gateway Cities Region. The WCA is advancing collaborative integration of regional 
efforts as staff continues to engage in compatible regional planning initiatives—including the AB530 Lower 
LA River Working Group. Together with the RMC-funded GREEN Project the plan is organized as an interactive 
web platform positioned to facilitate coordination, planning efforts, and funding for greening projects across 
the Gateway Cities and beyond. 
 
Mt. Baldy Wilderness Preserve:  WCA continues to coordinate parking enforcement with residents, rangers, 
and local law enforcement.  WCA is exploring additional solutions to support parking enforcement, such as 
adding “tow” signage to existing no parking/no stopping signs, if found to be necessary. Rangers will increase 
patrols during summer and will report progress and recommendations.  Concerning graffiti removal and trash 
collection, WCA is coordinating with rangers and the community volunteers and cabin owners to collect trash 
for weekly removal and painting over graffiti.  WCA is exploring opportunities to partner with other volunteer 
organizations, such as Sierra Club, to assist with on-going trail watch and beautification.  
 
The Conservation Fund and WCA will host a Dedication Ceremony with a commemorative funder 
acknowledgement sign unveiling by Supervisor Kathryn Barger, a site tour, and a keepsake photo-op with 
community members, conversationalists and local children at the Mt Baldy Preserve.  Conservation Fund and 
All WCA Board members will receive an invitation to join us Friday, September 22nd at 10 a.m. for this very 
special event. A Press release will be issued.  Location is Mt. Baldy Road at Barrett-Stoddard (Truck Trail) Road 
before Mt Baldy Village.  Event details and directions to site will be provided in the invitation.  
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WCA staff will also invite California Natural Resource Agency Grant Program Staff, RMC staff, and U.S. Forest 
Service along with local law enforcement amongst others non-profits, conservationists, and community 
members to celebrate both the acquisition and continuing partnerships in managing this important natural 
resource for watershed health, habitat protection and community open space access. 

 

 
 
Acquired in 2014, the Mt. Baldy Wilderness Preserve is a 237+/- acre property located on the eastern extent 
of the Authority’s territory, directly south of Mt. Badly Village. This open space being preserved is in its 
undeveloped state. The site is publicly accessible for passive recreational use. 

 
River Wilderness Park: The design for RWP Entry Improvements Project is commencing toward 90% 
construction drawings for shovel-ready implementation. The design team is incorporating recommendations 
made through the geotechnical investigation that was conducted from early September through December 
2016. This work will be discussed in a separate item. 
 
Staff continues to seek grant opportunities to fund the RWP Entry Improvements. The WCA has not been 
granted funds from Cycle 3 of the State Active Transpiration Program (ATP). At this time staff has secured 
approximately $2.3 million of the nearly $10 million necessary to complete both Phases 1 and 2 
implementations.  
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The RWP is an approx. 118 acre property envisioned to provide unique wilderness experiences in the lower 
San Gabriel River Canyon comprised of engaging landscapes, gathering spaces, thriving habitats, and a 
regional hub and welcome center for the San Gabriel Mountains National Monument. 
 
San Gabriel River Confluence with Cattle Canyon Project: WCA, Forest Service, and consultants BlueGreen 
and ESA have nearly finalized a first administrative draft of the environmental technical assessment and 
report for the Forest Service to review. The Draft EIR/EIS is expected to be publicly released for 45-day 
comment period by the end of August.   
 
The proposed action has been completed for the design and implementation components of the project. This 
proposal is defined within a 30-page project description available online at www.wca.ca.gov/cattle_canyon.  
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Along a 2.5-mile segment of the East Fork San Gabriel River recreational use is highly concentrated. This heavy 
use combined with the lack of facilities has resulted in degraded conditions. In response, the Cattle Canyon 
Project seeks to better manage the recreational use, and balance the needs for resource project within this 
area of the San Gabriel Mountains. 
 
South Gate Habitat Restoration Project/Parque dos Rios: WCA staff has requested Construction Proposals 
from Local Conservation Corps (LACC and LBCC) and is awaiting responses to evaluate against available 
remaining budget to construct. Caltrans has completed plan check review and has issued both an executed 
Maintenance and Operations Agreement and permit for Construction; however, release of the permit and 
O&M agreement are pending corrections made to Caltrans Easement for ingress and egress. Updated 
stamped and signed legal description has been resubmitted for pending approval.  LA County Flood Control 
District has completed their approvals, as well as ACOE amended 408 permit, and WCA staff has been notified 
permit is ready for issuance and pick-up at their Downey Field Office by general contractor, pending 
evaluation of Corps proposals. 
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Parque Dos Rios is a 7.8 acre site situated along the Lower Los Angeles River(LLAR) at the confluence with 
the Rio Hondo in the City of South Gate.  The project will create a bike stop amenity for the LLAR trail, with 
overlook, shade structure, seating and interpretive graphics.  The land will be planted with natives and a 
raptor perch installed.    
 
Walnut Creek Habitat & Open Space: The WCA is coordinating with City staff to secure agreements for public 
access to the site through the County Michael D. Antonovich Trail. The City of San Dimas is currently applying 
to the County for a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) exemption, which would expedite the West Phase 
developments making the site available to the public. Staff also continues to engage with the Tzu Chi 
Foundation to finalize terms for trail right-of-way necessary for the project. 
 

WALNUT CREEK – WEST PHASE ONLY 

 
 
Acquired in 2008, the Walnut Creek Habitat and Open Space Property is a total of approx. 60.8 acres. The 
location is directly east of Bonelli Regional Park and along the Walnut Creek riparian corridor. Approximately 
6.7 acres are owned by the City of San Dimas and 54 acres are owned by the WCA.  
 
After completing a conceptual development plan in coordination with the City of San Dimas the City secured 
County Proposition A funding in the amount of $850,000 to begin initial West Phase development. The City 
and WCA cooperatively completed CEQA review, and independently approved proceeding with development 
of the West Phase. The initial phase includes site clean-up, trail development and amenities (interpretive 
signage, benches, etc.) for a looped spur trail, habitat enhancements, and the planting of a vegetated buffer 
for neighbors. This phase will realize the improvements necessary to provide public access over a portion of 
the Project Site through the Antonovich Trail, accessible from four nearby County-operated trail staging areas.  

Item 8

15




