
MINUTES 
BOARD MEETING 

WATERSHED CONSERVATION AUTHORITY (WCA) 
June 26, 2017 

1. CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order by Madam Chair Chin at 10:16 a.m. The meeting was held at: The
Garvey Center in Rosemead.

2. FLAG SALUTE

3. ROLL CALL

MEMBERS PRESENT

Mr. Armond Ghazarian (for Mr. Pestrella)
Ms. Janet Chin, Chair (for Supervisor Solis)
Mr. Roberto Uranga (Rivers & Mountains Conservancy)
Ms. Debra Mendelsohn (for Supervisor Barger)
Ms. Herlinda Chico (for Supervisor Hahn)

MEMBERS ABSENT

Mr. Frank Colonna (Rivers & Mountains Conservancy)
Ms. Karly Katona (for Supervisor Ridley-Thomas)
Mr. Dan Arrighi, Vice Chair (Rivers & Mountains Conservancy)

STAFF PRESENT

Mark Stanley, Executive Officer
Debbie Enos, Deputy Executive Officer
Dena Williams, Board Secretary
Salian Garcia, Fiscal Manager
Johnathan Perisho, Project Manager
Roxana Marashi, Project Manager
Joe Gonzalez, Project Manager
David Edsall, Jr., Deputy Attorney General

4. PUBLIC COMMENT

There were no public comments.

5. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

There were one set of minutes from May 25, 2017.

Board member Chico motioned to approve the minutes. Board member Uranga seconded the 
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motion. Minutes were approved.  
  

6. CHAIR’S REPORT 
 
 There was no report given.  
 

 EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORTS 
 

7. LIAISON & ACTIVITIES REPORT 
  
 The Executive Officer introduced Doug Houston from Houston Magnani and Associates and stated that 

Doug would be providing the legislative update. Mr. Stanley added that Assemblyman Bocanegra is 
looking to form a working group with the AB530 group for the upper portion of the LA River.  

 
 Mr. Stanley stated that the Board Members of the San Gabriel Discovery Center Authority had a Work 

Session in May and has asked Staff to explore additional opportunities for final completion of Stage 1 
of the Discovery Center Project and staff will be reporting back to the board in late August and will 
also update WCA board members as well.  

 
 Debbie Enos stated that the Duck Farm held a planting volunteer event with Amigos De Los Rios that 

involved planting 1000 buckwheat and 400 black sage natives that were saved from a closing RECON 
nursery in Santa Maria. Debbie also stated that there would be pictures made available at the next 
board meeting.  

 
 Ms. Enos mentioned that the GREEN project is looking to partner with Sabio LA, a local web 

development training group that focuses on complex, real-world applications to develop the soft 
launch of the web portal planned for this December 2017. Ms. Enos also mentioned that this would be 
a contract between WCA and Sabio LA with a no-fee agreement.  

 
 Ms. Enos stated that in collaboration with The Conservation Fund, there will be a Dedication 

Ceremony at the Mt. Baldy Preserve on Friday, September 22, 2017 at 10 a.m. and that Supervisor 
Kathryn Barger would be in attendance. Ms. Enos also stated that invitations would be sent out 
inviting board members, community members, conversationalists and local children.  

 
 Mr. Stanley mentioned that he would be in Sacramento the following day for the Water and Natural 

Resources Committee meeting discussing the River Ranger Program and in the afternoon he would be 
meeting with Newman’s office to discuss the West Coyote Hills project and their relationship with the 
Coastal Conservancy as they move forward with that project.    

 

8. FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES PRESENTATION BY HOUSTON MAGNANI & ASSOCIATES 
   
 Mr. Houston gave a Powerpoint presentation that thoroughly outlined all of the State and Assembly 

bills that have been introduced in the current session by Senate and are potentially of interest to the 
WCA. 

  

9. EXPENDITURE REPORT  
 
 Ms. Garcia stated that the FY16/17 Budget with balances is attached as Exhibit A, the Statements of 

Receipts and Disbursements from the Los Angeles County Auditor-Controller for the quarter ending 
June 30, 2017 have not been finalized and will be included in the next board meeting.  Ms. Garcia gave 
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a brief synopsis of the Revenues received and Expenditures made and no questions were asked from 
the Board.  

 
10. WCA POST-RETREAT STATUS UPDATE / HIGHLIGHTS OF 2012 DRAFT STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
 Johnathan Perisho briefly gave an update on the Strategic Plan highlights from 2012 and gave 

a brief overview of the post-retreat updates just to bring everyone up to date on the status of 
the plan moving forward.  

 
 Ranger Francine Godoy introduced herself and gave a Powerpoint presentation thoroughly 

outlining the duties and responsibilities the rangers perform for the agency.  
 
 

 CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

 11. FUND BALANCE REPORT 
  

 12. CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION TO COORDINATE A 2017-2018 STRATEGIC VISION PLAN 
UPDATE AND REPORT BACK TO THE BOARD PROGRESS ON PRIORITY ACTION AREAS.  

 
13. CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE A CONTRACT EXTENSION WITH LOS 

ANGELES COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE FOR ON-CALL WEED ABATEMENT 
SERVICES.  

 
14. CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE A CONTRACT FOR JANITORIAL SERVICES. 
 
15. CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE A CONTRACT FOR ON-CALL FACILITY 

MAINTENANCE SERVICES. 
 
Board Member Uranga motioned to approve these items. Board Member Mendelsohn seconded 
the motion. Board Voted. 4 Ayes, 0 Nays & 0 Abstentions. 
 
 REGULAR CALENDAR 
 
16. CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION TO ACCEPT THE FY 15/16 WCA FINANCIAL COMPLIANCE 

AUDIT AND RELATED FINDINGS.  
 
 Rachelle Anema from the Los Angeles County Auditor-Controller’s office gave a thorough 

update and report of the Audit and Related findings that was performed by the fiscal 
department of the Los Angeles County and the auditors.  

 
Board Member Mendelsohn motioned to approve these items. Board Member Chico seconded the 
motion. Board Voted. 4 Ayes, 0 Nays & 0 Abstentions.  
 
17. CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE FINAL BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 

2017/2018.  
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 Ms. Garcia presented the board members with the final budget for FY 17/18 as a Powerpoint 
presentation and stated that there were a number of project accomplishment highlights 
achieved during FY 16/17 which included two staffing promotions within the WCA office and 
there is an active recruitment process of a Project Manager, Associate Project Manager and 
an Accounting Assistant to redistribute workload and increase efficiency within the office.  

 
Ms. Garcia also mentioned that WCA has begun pre-acquisition efforts for the Easley Canyon 
Preserve, Colby Trail/Glendora Mountain Road Vernal Pool, Brodea Reserve and the Bluebird 
Ranch Mountain Preserve which is approximately 609 acres in total. Ms. Garcia stated that a 
$720,000 grant, a $65,000 grant and a $299,862 grant will be awarded from the Rivers and 
Mountains Conservancy for purchases of open space acres, for planning, design and 
implementation of water-related, community-built projects and for the extension of the San 
Gabriel River Bikeway and construction of a trailside overlook.   
 
Ms. Garcia stated that the WCA anticipates a very busy upcoming fiscal year and will result in 
the achievement of a variety of high-profile milestones being reached. Ms. Garcia mentioned 
that the total revenue projected for the upcoming year would be $11,149,945 and total 
projected expenditures would be $11,194,830. Board Member Chico asked if we are in 
jeopardy in losing any grant funds. Salian answered that WCA expects to spend all of the 
grant funds being awarded and there shouldn’t be an issue.  
 

Board Member Chico motioned to approve this item. Board Member Mendelsohn seconded the 
motion. Board Voted. 4 Ayes, 0 Nays & 0 Abstentions.   

  

18. ANNOUNCEMENT OF NEXT MEETING DATE  
 
 The next meeting will be held on Thursday, July 20, 2017 at 1:30 pm.  
 

19. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 The meeting was adjourned by Madam Chair Chin at approximately 12:03 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

X
M. Janet Chin

Chair

   

X
Dena Williams

Board Secretary
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