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DATE: January 17, 2019
TO: WCA Governing Board
FROM: Alex Linz, Project Manager

THROUGH: Mark Stanley, Executive Officer

SUBJECT: Item 20: Consideration of a resolution to accept the donation of real property
AINs 8636-013-005, 8636-013-006, 8636-013-012, and 8636-016-012 known
as Easley Canyon Preserve from Glendora Community Conservancy in the
foothills of the City of Glendora.

RECOMMENDATION: That the Watershed Conservation Authority Governing Board accept the donation
of real property AINs 8636-013-005, 8636-013-006, 8636-013-012, and 8636-016-012 known as Easley
Canyon from Glendora Community Conservancy in the foothills of the City of Glendora by transfer of Grant
Deed. Property Owner Glendora Community Conservancy; WCA Negotiators: Mark Stanley; Alex Linz;
Laurie Collins, Esq.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: Consideration to accept donation of +128.4 open space acres, known as the
Easley Canyon Preserve, located in the San Gabriel Mountain foothills above the City of Glendora, within
Los Angeles County (see Exhibit A). This subject open space property under consideration would involve
the transfer of donated land from Glendora Community Conservancy (GCC), a 501(c)(3) to the WCA and
into public ownership. The recommended acceptance of donated land will increase the Authority’s
holding of conserved watershed habitat with the potential to increase public access to open space.

BACKGROUND:

The Glendora Community Conservancy acquired the subject property utilizing grants and gifts. The land
supports high quality native plant communities including oak woodland, chaparral, coastal sage and
needle grass habitats and is to be held as open space in perpetuity. In 2014, the Colby Fire affected
portions of the Easley Canyon property and it remains in varying stages of regrowth.

Late in 2016, a Glendora Community Conservancy representative contacted WCA staff to explore the
Authority’s interest in taking over ownership of three foothill properties (Easley Canyon, Colby Trail and
Blue Bird Ranch) held by GCC. GCC, as a small local, volunteer organization, has encountered challenges
in maintaining and operating the properties. Jurisdictional challenges include cooperation with the City
of Glendora and Wildlife Conservation Board for which GCC does not have personnel capacity. The
organization is also challenged to cover fixed annual costs, including property taxes. WCA by contrast has
experience maintaining and developing open space for conservation and recreation. The agency recently
met with the new City Manager of Glendora with whom we have good relations and can mobilize
resources through its JPA to coordinate with WCB when necessary. The agency is property tax exempt
and prepared to patrol acquired lands. Staff provided a letter of interest to GCC for consideration. The
letter of interest was considered and accepted by GCC board of directors as evidenced by willing seller
letter (Exhibit B).
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WCA staff and legal advisor have completed the following due diligence activities:

e Staff has reviewed the updated Preliminary Title Report with special counsel and been advised
that the non-monetary exceptions in the report do not pose significant risks to accepting the
property

e Determined that a Phase 1 Environmental Report is not necessary for this acquisition due to the
historically inaccessible, undeveloped, and unimproved condition of the property.

e Requested and reviewed existing financial obligations, recorded encumbrances, and easements
and found no significant impediments on the Easley Canyon property

e Ascertained the past and current management, operation, and maintenance of the property
including insurance costs and volunteer labor history including annual general liability insurance
premiums expected to be less than $1,000 and occasional invasive species removal.

e Conducted site visits and found no significant physical defects

e Established exemption from CEQA. The transfer of the property to the Authority is CEQA exempt.

The transfer would preserve significant watershed, habitat, and scenic resources. The transfer also adds
potential landscape connections to close-by conservation lands held by the WCA (River Wilderness Park
and Azusa Footbhills), the Rivers and Mountains Conservancy/City of Azusa (Azusa Foothill Property) and
the City of Glendora’s Wilderness Park that will be developed as part of WCA’s San Gabriel Foothills
Acquisition Master Plan. The Authority will explore the development of an informal footpath currently
linking the Glendora Ridge Motorway into the northern portion of the Easley Canyon property. The same
Glendora Ridge trail links Colby Trail (another potential donation) and could, with future trail
development, connect to WCA property at the River Wilderness Park and Vasquez Ranch. Exhibits C and
D provide aerial maps of the proposed acquisition, its vicinity, and surrounding land ownership
respectively and potential for connecting to existing and proposed foothill trails.

The Easley Canyon property is anticipated to require a simple management regimen, low maintenance
costs, and to align with the developing Foothill Acquisition Master Plan. As is, the open space is not directly
accessible to the public along its southern edge as it is located behind a gated community. The east and
west edges of the property have no road access and are very steep. It currently requires no ranger services
or other patrolling.

The instrument of property transfer will be a no cost transfer of Grant Deed from grantor, Glendora
Community Conservancy, to grantee Watershed Conservation Authority to be signed by both parties and
witnessed by a notary public with no escrow. The signed grant deed and WCA's certificate of acceptance,
will be sent to the title officer with instructions to record the grant deed when the terms of acceptance
such as the payment of tax liens are met.

Staff finds the documents and the property to be acceptable. Staff recommends the Board approve the
acceptance of the property donation from Glendora Community Conservancy by transfer of Grant Deed
by and between Glendora Community Conservancy and Watershed Conservation Authority.

FISCAL INFORMATION:

WCA staff labor, legal counsel, due diligence, and transaction costs estimated at $4,000 are funded by the
San Gabriel Mountains Foothills Open Space Acquisition Master Plan grant from the RMC.

Current O&M costs include annual general liability insurance premium estimated at less than $1,000 to
be paid from WCA general operating accounts.



Exhibit A - Glendora Community Conservancy Properties
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Exhibit B - Willing Seller Letter
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Conservancy Mission: To promote the preservation of land and/or buildings for historical, educational, ecological, recreational.
scenic, or open space opportunities. Tax ID #95-4393802 **Home of the Brodiaea Reserve — Glendora’s Historic Flower

January 23, 2017

Mark Stanley

Executive Officer

Watershed Conservation Authority
100 N. Old San Gabriel Canyon Road
Azusa, CA 91702

Dear Mr. Stanley:

The Glendora Community Conservancy (GCC) Board of Directors at GCC Board
Meeting on January 19, 2017, voted unanimously to send a "willing seller letter" to the
Watershed Conservation Authority (WCA) for consideration of sale/transfer of all GCC
properties to WCA ownership. Attached, please find a list of APN number identified
properties of GCC, to be included in the transfer.

Please contact GCC for discussions regarding future partnering related to conservation
and restoration opportunities on the parcels listed.

Feel free to contact GCC for any clarification and/or request for additional information.
Thank you for your timely consideration and response to the above offer.

Sincerely,

JnalBomron

Sarah Barron, Secretary

Board of Directors

Glendora Community Conservancy
P.O. Box 963

Glendora, CA 91740
www.glendoraconservancy.org

Phone/Fax 626.335.1771 00 GCC, P.O. Box 963, Glendora. CA 91740 www.glendoraconservancy.org
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Glendora Community Conservancy March 2018
Property Tax Welfare Exemptions

Property Parcel Number Property Claim#  Acres
Colby Trail property 8636-047-021 1
8636-047-022 1 80 acres
8636-047-023 1
Gates property 8636-013-005 2
8636-013-006 2 127.8 acres
8636-013-012 2
Coronet property 8636-039-024 4 xxx / sold
8636-016-009 3 0.65 acres
Gordon property 8636-019-001 6
Stringfellow property 8636-019-006 6 53.28 acres
Bluebird property (Phase 1) 8658-002-033 7 69.32 acres
Bluebird property (Phase II) 8636-026-013 8 53.33 acres
8658-002-032 9 3.0 acres
8636-026-025 10 132.52 acres
8636-026-028 11 73.34 acres
Hilton property 8636-020-034 12 4.27 acres

Interpretation of above:

COLBY/ GMR Property = Colby Trail, Gordon/Stringfellow, and Hilton
EASLEY CANYON Property = Gates and 8636-016-009
BLUEBIRD Property = Bluebird

Note: Coronet property was sold late last year/ 2017 to help with Property Tax Payments; formerly the
GCC Nature Center (cul de sac property adjacent to the Colby Trailhead)



Exhibit C - Azusa Canyon Foothills
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Exhibit D - Azusa Canyon Foothills Vicinity Map and Landownership
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January 17, 2019 — Item 20

RESOLUTION 2019-08

RESOLUTION TO ACCEPT THE DONATION OF REAL PROPERTY ASSESSOR
IDENTIFICATION NUMBERS (AIN) 8636-013-005, 8636-013-006, 8636-
013-012, AND 8636-016-012 KNOWN AS EASLEY CANYON PRESERVE
FROM GLENDORA COMMUNITY CONSERVANCY IN THE FOOTHILLS OF
THE CITY OF GLENDORA

WHEREAS, the Watershed Conservation Authority (WCA) has been established as a joint powers agency
between the Rivers and Mountains Conservancy and the Los Angeles County Flood Control District; and

WHEREAS, the Watershed Conservation Authority (WCA) has further been established to focus on
projects which will provide open space, habitat restoration, and watershed improvement projects in both
the San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers watershed; and

WHEREAS, this action accepts the donation of real property AINs 8636-013-005, 8636-013-006, 8636-
013-012, and 8636-016-012 known as Easley Canyon Preserve from Glendora Community Conservancy
in the foothills of the City of Glendora; and

WHEREAS, the proposed action is exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act;
NOW

Therefore be it resolved that the WCA hereby:

1. FINDS that this action is consistent with the purposes and objectives of the WCA.

2. FINDS that the actions contemplated by this resolution are exempt from the environmental
impact report requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).

3. ADOPTS the staff report dated January 17, 2019.
4. ACCEPTS the donation of real property AINs 8636-013-005, 8636-013-006, 8636-013-012, and

8636-016-012 known as Easley Canyon Preserve from Glendora Community Conservancy in the
foothills of the City of Glendora.

~ End of Resolution ~

1l

Motion: Second:

Ayes: Nays: Abstentions:
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Passed and Adopted by the Board of the
WATERSHED CONSERVATION AUTHORITY
On January 17, 2019

Dan Arrighi, Governing Board Vice Chair

ATTEST:
David Edsall Jr.
Deputy Attorney General






