
MINUTES 
BOARD MEETING 

WATERSHED CONSERVATION AUTHORITY (WCA) 
May 20, 2019 

1. CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order by Vice Chair Chico at approximately 1:38 p.m. The meeting was held

at: The Garvey Center in Rosemead.

2. FLAG SALUTE

3. ROLL CALL

MEMBERS PRESENT

Mr. Roberto Uranga (Rivers & Mountains Conservancy)
Mr. Dan Arrighi (Rivers & Mountains Conservancy)
Mr. Vincent Chang (for Supervisor Solis)
Ms. Herlinda Chico (for Supervisor Hahn)
Mr. Julian Juarez (for Mr. Pestrella)

MEMBERS ABSENT

Mr. Jorge Morales (Rivers & Mountains Conservancy)
Ms. Lacey Johnson (for Supervisor Ridley-Thomas)
Ms. Sandra Maravilla (for Supervisor Barger)

STAFF PRESENT 

Mark Stanley, Executive Officer 
Debbie Enos, Deputy Executive Officer 
Dena Williams, Board Secretary 
Jennifer Fierro, Executive Secretary 
Nicole Law, Fiscal Manager 
David Edsall, Jr., Deputy Attorney General 

4. PUBLIC COMMENT

There were no public comments.

5. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

Minutes were from March 21, 2019 meeting.

Board Member Uranga motioned to approve minutes. Board Member Arrighi seconded the motion. 
Board members voted. There were 4 Ayes, 0 Nayes and 0 Abstentions.  Minutes were approved.   

Item 5

1



 

 

 
6. ELECTION OF CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR 
 
 Board Member Arrighi motioned to nominate Herlinda Chico as Chair. Board Member Uranga 

seconded the motion. The Governing Board elected Herlinda Chico as Chair.  
 

Madam Chair Chico motioned to table the election of Vice Chair.  
  

7. CHAIR’S REPORT 
 
 No report was given.   
 
 EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORTS 
 

 8. LIAISON & ACTIVITIES REPORT 
  
 Mr. Stanley stated that most of the bills listed in the report were either on a suspense calendar or going 

to an appropriations calendar and started with AB968, authored by Cristina Garcia, was pulled from a 
committee hearing but would be sending it back to the committee next year. 

 
 Mr. Stanley stated that AB1694, authored by Patrick O’Donnell, is being re-referred to Assembly 

Appropriations Committee and that this bill would expand the territory of the Rivers and Mountains 
Conservancy to the Dominguez Channel watershed and Santa Catalina Island. Board Member Chico 
asked if anyone from the City of Avalon, Edison or the Boy Scouts had contacted Mark. Mark answered 
yes and that RMC has their support for this bill and just have not spoken with the Boy Scouts yet. Board 
Member Arrighi stated that the Boy Scouts did respond with a letter of support on April 12, 2019.  

 
 Mr. Stanley mentioned that SB367 is on the Senate Floor and that this bill would additionally authorize 

the Coastal Conservancy to provide technical assistance and award grants for that purpose and would 
authorize the conservancy to undertake educational projects and programs for adults and for pupils in 
kindergarten to grade 12 and to award grants to nonprofits, educational institutions, public agencies, 
etc. for educational projects and programs related to the preservation, protection enhancement, 
maintenance enjoyment of coastal resources and for onsite and distance learning facilities, activities 
and instruction programs that support the delivery of science, history and social science.  

 
 Mr. Stanley stated that staff is looking for grant funding to renovate the Duck Farm House as WCA was 

not selected for a grant from the California Natural Resources Agency, however, WCA is continuing to 
pursue other funding opportunities including from Prop 68 and Measure A. 

 
 Mr. Stanley mentioned that staff met with the Vasquez family, owners of the Vasquez Avocado Ranch, 

to discuss the possibility of acquiring another 40 acres of the property and staff is seeking grant funds 
from Prop 68. 

 
 Mr. Stanley stated that staff met with the Forest Service to review and summarize all background data 

for the Crystal Lake Redevelopment and San Gabriel Canyon Master Planning.  
 
 Mr. Stanley stated that for the River Ranger Program Implementation Project an Executive Summary 

was delivered to Legislature and the plan is undergoing its final review by the Project Leads and the full 
Plan will be submitted to Legislature.  
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9.          EXPENDITURE REPORT 
   
 Nicole Law stated that the FY 2018/2019 budget with balances as of April 30, 2019 was attached as 

Exhibit A for view and the Statement of Receipts and Disbursements for the quarter ending March 31, 
2019 was attached as Exhibit B. 

 
 Ms. Law gave a brief synopsis of the revenues received and expenditures made.  There were no 

questions from the board.  
 

 CONSENT CALENDAR 

 
10. FUND BALANCE REPORT  

11. CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION TO RATIFY A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT WITH 
NORCAL ENGINEERING FOR SOIL INSPECTION AND TESTING FOR WCA CONSTRUCTION 
PROJECTS.   

12. CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE NEGOTIATION AND AWARD OF A 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT FOR MATERIALS INSPECTION AND TESTING FOR THE 
DUCK FARM PHASE 1A – STEP 2 PROJECT. 

13. CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION TO AWARD A CONTRACT GROW AGREEMENT TO EL 
NATIVO NURSERY FOR THE DUCK FARM PHASE 1A-STEP 2 PROJECT. 

  
Board Member Uranga motioned to approve items 10 through 13. Board Member Arrighi seconded 
the motion. Board Voted. 4 Ayes, 0 Nays & 0 Abstentions.  
 
 REGULAR CALENDAR 
 
14. CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION APPROVING PRELIMINARY BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 

2019/2020. 
 
 Nicole Law stated that the recommendation would be that the Governing Board to approve the 

preliminary budget for FY 19/20. 
  
 Ms. Law gave a brief synopsis of the four expenditure components which were Administrative, 

Personnel, Operations, Grants and Special Projects and stated that the total Administrative 
expenses would be $176,041, total Personnel expenses would be $674,122, total Operational 
revenues would be $601,601 and finally, total Grant and Special Projects revenues would be  
$10,064,901 with $8,840,870 being allocated to capital activity.  

 
 There were no questions from the board. 
 
Board Member Uranga motioned to receive and file this item. Board Member Chang seconded the 
motion. Board Voted. 4 Ayes, 0 Nays & 0 Abstentions. 
 
15. CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION TO 1) ACCEPT A CONSERVATION EASEMENT WITHIN THE 

PUENTE HILLS TOTALING 2.1 ACRES OVER APN 8266-002-901; AND, 2) ACCEPT ANNUAL 
DISTRIBUTION OF A MONITORING FUND ENDOWMENT MANAGED BY THE SAN DIEGO 
FOUNDATION. 
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 Board Member Uranga motioned to approve this item without a staff report being presented. 
Board Member Chang seconded the motion.  
 
There were no questions from the board.  
 

Board Member Uranga motioned to approve this item. Board Member Chang seconded the motion. 
Board Voted. 4 Ayes, 0 Nays & 0 Abstentions.  
 
16. CLOSED SESSION: PURSUANT TO GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 54956.9, THE WATERSHED     

CONSERVATION AUTHROITY MAY HOLD A CLOSED SESSION ON THE FOLLOWING ITEM: SAVE 
OUR ACCESS – SAN GABRIEL MOUNTAINS V. WCA, ET AL., LOS ANGELES COUNTY SUPERIOR 
COURT CASE NO. 18STCP02904. 

 
 The meeting went into Closed Session at approximately 1:59pm after Item 9 was presented and 

ended at approximately 2:01pm. Deputy Attorney General stated that the Board had been 
updated and the Board provided direction.  

 
 Board Member Chang arrived at approximately 2:03pm. 
 
22.  ANNOUNCEMENT OF NEXT MEETING DATE  
 
 The next meeting will be held on Thursday, June 20, 2019 at 1:30 pm.  
 

21. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 The meeting was adjourned by Madam Chair Chico at approximately 2:17 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

X
Herlinda Chico

Chair

   

X
Dena Williams

Board Secretary
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